December 3, 1941

Williem Keister
© College Statlon

Murray, Kentucky

Mr. Jamés Still
Desd Mare's Branch,
‘Iittcarr,

Enott County,
Kentucky.

Dear Sir:

I am a student at Nurray State College, Eentucky where

I am studying American Literature. I have selected you

as the author about whom I am going to write a research
paper. The material in our college library is limited

to, very few articles and a book, Hounds on the Mountain.
Talso have a copy of the Courier Journal for Sunday

November .16, An.which_there was..a.short-account—of-your =- - -

present ‘11fe, T would appreciate any sdditional infor-
mation on your life or works that you would send or an
address of someplace that I could write for information,

5l
;
|

Sincerely Yburs

Willlam Keister
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HINDMAN SET'i‘LEMENT SCHOOL

IHQORPORATED

HINDMAN, KNOTT COUNTY
EENTUCKY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MAY STONE -
ELIZABETH WATTS

T 27
December 5,1981 [¥/ ./

Dear Nr.Still,

Thanks a lot for the 1list
of families. Your comments were amusing
and enlightening, and will be helpful.l
trust the C.C.C. boy getas his "Purtty
christmas Preasan". The other day I had
a letter saying,"l sure would preashate
you for a Xmas.box"

Since Kr.Loomis 'sent the money
for the dictionary he has sent the Harvard
Classica, & number of magazines and. papers,
-« « and pifle dozen small aprons that the glrls
" .afd using When?they-wash dishes. We "Sure
preashate™ his interest and help. ;

We had such-a good time with
you the other day,far from the round of
problens,and I can't tell you how much I
enjoyed it. If you aren't going to any of
your family for Christmas,why don't you
come over here for part, or all of our
festivities. You could stay with the Amburgey
or in the guest roo q@lyou liked. Our party
will be Monday night,the Tree and play Tuesds
afternoon and we'll'hang our stockings, those
of us who are left, Christmas HEve.We'd be
glad to have you join us.

Sincerely,

CZL?‘,Q..?&D;M



' _ - 'MRS. J. B. SNIDER, Sk. e .
W " 512 CATALPA STREET . % ) -
\/\9 CLARKSDALE, MISSISSIPPI A é //// ,{/ /_, *
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" MEW. BOOKS

USED:BOCKS
MAGAZINES
RENTAL LIBRARY

-

", . DARE-FOSTER BOOKSTORE

112 NORTH UPPER STREET
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

Decerber 8, 1941,

Mr. James S5£ill,
Littearr, Xentucky,

Dear James Still:

I am very sorry that you got out before
it sot through my 4dumb skull who you were, I should have
realized when you mentioned having received a copy of Sunny
Day's book from the publishers, that the publishers don't
send the books around to everyone.

I wish you had autographed my last copy
of your ON TROUBLESOME CREEK which you may have. noticed
was in the window. Mr, Brandenburg, who was one of the
customers there at the time (and who usually buys used
books) sald he would have broke down and bouszht a copy
if you had autographed 1t,. But 1f I talk like this, you'll
"robably gtay away, so if you would rather just be another
votential cus'omer thst'g all wou'll be when you come.back. . _
-~- 1if vou so prefer,. So nlease feel free to hang around
any t;mé you are in town. Also have vlenty of room for
you at my anartment st 203 Sycamore Road if "you ever need
2 72lace to stay when 1In town.

I pet a lot of used »ooke from dealers
in other cities, so let me know 'whenever you are trying
to locate a book. I'11 see what I can 4o on the WEEDS.
If you remember the author, send me a card as thzt would

kelp.
yours, | .
69/ //<:51¢0ﬁ¢mvﬁlﬁ?
/ hides
!
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PINE MOUNTAIN SETTLEMENT SCHOOL, INC

PINE MOUNTAIN @ HARLAN COUNTY @ KENTUCKY

Director Treasurer
GLYN A MORRIS | C. N.MANNING
Lexingtoa; Ky.

-December 9, 1941

Mr. James Still
Dead Mare Branch . -
Littecarr, Kentucky
Dear Mr. Still:

Thank you for your kind letter of
December 4th., We shall be looking for-
ward to your visit to Pine .Mountain

next spring.

Very sincerely yours,



R. K. FARRAR, Presi(lgﬁt ' 0. W. KIRER, Vice President AL H. SHARI’E, Sec.-Treas.
_ - '
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92 Jane Street,
December 11, 1941
New York, N. Y.

Dear Jims:

The papers are on the way - 6 of them. I called the Chicago Daily
News (New York office) and they said they would send six copies to you -
no charge, Also one to me, In case they don't reach you or the wrong

copy comes, let me know.

" New York goes "about 1ts Work as usual which of course is what it
should do, with watchfil eye and a 11ttle more kindness. There are
long llnes in front of recruiting stations and churches keep filled,
We have hed three alr raid alarms - all duds, though prompted by

a serious alertness, All of us will do what we can.

Jamie's packege goes tomorrow. I'm sorry I didn't gdet heriietter
answered sooner. So much happened - such sorrow - and strain and
letdown, There is still sadness. Marcia got a job but because of

her race they let her go. She has another now and the child is fearful
that some one willl report her there. Her way is hard. She and Tom
seem happier since their parting. The way of it all was more strange
than fiction.

I%'s heen & hard summer. I thought my heart was done for and was really
afraid to go to the doctor. I did go however and found - of all things -
that I'm badly enemic, with a most tired heart. Now I'm teking iron and
vitamins and feel fmch better. I'm so full of inner eagerness that it's
hard to wait upon the body's slowness.

I'm sending a small gift I hope you'll like. It's & favorite of mine.
I wish you & heppy Christmas, Jim, as heppy &85 & Christmas ¢an be this

year. -Iet me-know--how you are and-if-you are-coming-$0 New York- at-any---

$ime this winter.

Much love,

M.



T

Thursday-December 11;' ¢

Dear Jimmy,

I have a2 friedd here who hgs been offered a position in the
Frontier Nursing Service at Hyden, Kentucky. She has asked me for
information-and 1 am not much help, for I have only been as far as
Hazard. YThe following are some of the questlons she asked ‘and 1if
you could help we would appreciate it very much. I do not expect
a detailled account, for 1 know you are busy, but any information you
may give.

_ Can you drive a car from Hazard to Hyden? ’

" Should she have any one meet her at Lexington or Hazard? Or would
it be &afe for her to travel alone in a car? Not at night, however.

She has a position here, would a person from here be very happy
there?

Could she go one week end trips in her car very esatslil.j;;r‘P

She will live with others in a cabin at Hyden.

If there 1is any information you may think of that would be good
for her to know about travel, clothing or anything please tell us.

I have a copy of your new book, which I enjoyed and was able to
pass on the information in the book to Ceorgie. She is very much
interested in going, but felt she would like to know something aboutb
the place 1f she should go.

She  would like this information right away if you have the
time. I sincerely thank you.

Merry Christmas! \

e —

- 777 Sincerely yours,’ R

] v

Christine Innings
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i 5 OF KENTUCKY

LEXINGTON

UNIVERSITY

THE LIBRARY

December
Eleventh
1 9 4 1

¥r, James 8+ill
Dezd liare Branch
Littcar, Ky.

My dear ¥Mr. S+till,

On behalf of the University of Kentucky Librazy, I
have the honor to return grateful acknowledgment for
the receipt of the gift noted below. It will be a
valuable addition to our collection.

Please accept our sincere thanks.
Very truly yours,

Tt

Margaret I. Xing, Librarian

RIVER OF EARTH (Manuscript)
RIVER OF EARTH (autographed copy, lst ed.)
Photograph of author
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Memberé of Board KNOTT C 'O UNT Y Board Meets: Q
BOARD OF EDUCATION

T, C. Cé.mpbell, Chairman First Monday
Bent Newland JETHRO AMBURGEY, Supt, Each Month
Cleve Combs -te

Sid Adams

HINDMAN, KENTUCKY
Dec.12th,1941

T. B, Satton

Mr.James Still
Deadmare Branch Kentucky
(Litt Carr
Dear Jim: o )
The week of April 16th,17th,&18th, is the K.E.A,
If you would like to go at that time I would like for yourto
. . try for a reservation. '
I knew ydunwere going to have campany last night
and I guess you did need someone to keep your fire going.

I lost one of my new ties,It was the one I purchased last,

Maybe it got with your thimgs some way .

b - . -
- . -

.Sincerely yours
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L VirGiNia PotyTecHNIC INSTITUTE

Department of English
and Foreign Languages

BracksBurG, VIRGINIA

15 December, 1941

Dear James,

When I wrote to you the other week, I thought that a great deal more
background material would go into the article, ithen I came to write it -- much,
much later -- I realized thet my allotted space held me down to a pretty straight-
‘forward discussion: Here 1t is at last; Under the circumstances, there may bde
nothing that you wish to change, as I've talked about the books and not yourself.
If there is anything, will you just Jot it in the sentence or paragraph where the
change, should be made and send the corrected passage sc that I can mark the
correction on the proof? Don't bother to send back the article; use it to start
a fire on these wintry mbrnings.: I have my menuscript and another carbon for
myself, . .- .

T T T~ ™ “'Perlaps I Should expléin-the- typing: "I finished the-sketch—at the-: --—~—-
end of last week, making orne copy to get off to Hatfield lmmediately, I :had in-
tended typing another to send to you, but today one of the NYA boys came "looking
for, work to fill his number of hours, I .think he was more willing then able, The
pages look rather spotty anmd I haven't read them. Pleage don't correct misspelled
words, etc, They weren’t in the copy thet went to Chicago,

I think every circumstance was against my writing thils piece, First
Stuart's books didn't errive at the library. When they did get here, a stack of
test papers had to be graded, Ten sets of papers to be exact, an article to do,
and then the war. For two days I couldn't leave the radio except to meet classes,
I finished the tests today, Exems begln tomorrow,

Here the war is the main tople, since this is a militery school, It
interests me personally, for 1 narrowly missed being born in Nagasakl, Japan, where
my father was in government service. Itye listened to him fighting this war for the
last thiriy years, I think if I were to volunteer he would gladly look. after my
family. We shall all be 1n it sconer or later,

I haven't read Bloody Ground, my latest being Caroline Gordon's Green

Centuries, On January 6 I'm supposed to talk about that book and your On Troublesome

Creek +to about 200 women., TYou probably writhe at the prospect of being "done"

hefore the padded feminine flesh and the bony angularities which usually meke up &

women's club. But in this day erd age they are one group of people buying bcooks.

I hope you don't mind my attempts to make the few people I cen conscious of your books,
iatpii:ii" ! A book went to Dead Mare Branch today. I haven't read it but a Yankee-
friend says it's good, I hope so.

TS ‘d olsa Clce to kaims wlb oy Y-t Sincerely,
Thaukef‘tb.a wn?ua.do-i-qan.‘ﬁ.u.q (DO..;.‘_G\'\

™hAs




MISS HARRIS FLORIDA SCHOOL
1051 BRICKELL AVENUE
MlAaMI

December 19,1941

alln

Dear “r. “oomis;

Again we approach the Christmas season
and hope for peace on earth and good will toward all.

Although it seems remote we miust go
on hoping I suppose.

It does mot seem so much iike Christmas
because war seems very close to us here. we have had
drills for air raids,and the school children are making
things for Junior Red CHoss.A large number will not
return after Christmas as their parents want to keep
them at home,and 1 do not blame them.

The hotel where 1 had hoped to work
has had so many cancellations that I shall probably
not have that work, Usually I have book programs there

ters to S enator J:’epper and Dr. MacLeish at Washington
and to two small schools in Phoenlx,but nothing came
through.

In case of evacuation 1 do not know
where 1 could go or how I should get there,This summer
I worked at an Artist's Colony and rented a cabin to
live in. It was a nice little community center where 1
had a small library for the “olony and worked out from
it to the country people in that section. It would be
a good refuge in case of need.

Jimmie came into the Colony to visit
the Grovers who have been very helpful to him,and I had
a chance to chat with him for a few moments,. "He seemed
to be doing well for himself, He refused to be introduc
ed with the "ameteures",

At that time I was hoping to arvange
a trip to New York to look for work but I could not
work it out. I should probably have failed anyway as
I have a habit of failurey,in everything I attempt.

I hope you are well and happy and that

we shall both live to see Peace on Larth,

Christmas day ia my birthday and I shal
be fifty years old,but I go on hoplng each year that
the Christmas idea will come true.

Best |
Wishes always, _[;—/5 Gr&ﬁ/?/ 4
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" e haw.a conferred mith Hr, Jams 8t111,. the auttior of-~
ON-TROURLESOME “CRREK,, which you admit~that you plaglarized in: your
broadoast, -end he is wery-indignant, ds we ara,,at your . casual -atti=
tude about it, He.ia, willing to wei¥e :the. proposad: fee- of £50300
‘only on- condition. that yousmake a-full dcimowledfuent on. ths next .
availsble LPoadeast dn* this isories, in _approximately ‘the Gords. sug-
gosted belows . Whils offering-this: caml:rmue,we Ténérva the Tight
to take action to resover the=full snicimt of. damagas under. tho Iaw

. ::lt thia in” notxaatthﬂ promntly,andftn—our complﬁte ,,,saﬁisfaotion. _

L ?Jrr - “Aa o ure f f' """{‘,_'

R i’ The eugéesmd announcemsnt would “7iin As- i‘ollous, and
we’ wmﬂd ‘vaquirs ‘that :you ‘notify tis- stfrigient-t{ns in’ advance of the

hox_zr on which -1t Iill be broadcaated frcm ym aﬁa_a.ti_on, “WERE -

7 _ _ 2 i . :
' T - -
e~ ' . . . i - - -
o .- - - - - -
A -

'=‘mamacﬂm_§ Lo SR

. S - - 5—»-_.'
- A :Eew waeke -8g0-n r.hia progrzm We gave you & atory oallod
“Wildomosalnoad. ‘It wagthe gtory of John-Bailey, of Knox County;-

"’ Kentucky, who took his f£imlly from s shut-dorm nining. canmp and made

~nsw 1ife i‘or thew on reclulmed:land*up in the Hills, That: story

was told- originally in-d ‘book by Jsmes Still, a book callsd CN-TROUALE- -

SOME -CREEKm-8 boiok -full of “humor and ‘poefry and widdom about the hill
people of Keatuokys If you oan get a copy of ON TROUELESOME CREEK, .

you will enjoy reading more-cbaut. psople Iike John Bailey and his kin,
We now make grateful acknowledgment to Jemes Still, the distinguished

young Kentucky author, and to The Viking Press, the. ‘publishers of his

bﬂoko

o - Very aincersly youra,

(signed) Marshall A. Best

Big : ‘THE VIKING PRESS, ING,

F SO0
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: GUY LOOMIS - Dec 80th-41 gL
My dear Jimmie .°° . P-o.BOX S8 - - :

A packege goes off to you on MoERPS§ %M Yin it you may find some ‘things
you can use..It also contains a lot of blouses for young boys.B etter go-
over the things carefully and see 1f there 1s anything that appeals to you

and then pass the rest out to some of your §ood friends there.harry gets -

all this atuff from several laundrics here.,feople will send their things
to be cleaned end then never call for them,The laundry holds the goods for

& month or two and if still unclailmed they either destroy or give them.

awayeWhen - the laundries found out that the schools down in the mountains,

and the orphan homes as wellpcould use-them they were only too willing to -
let us have them to pass on.Do the mountaln people object to having them
given to them?The G,N,H , gets all that they can .uge but as in this case

Harry oftens gets- goods for boys and men's wear angtt 18 nice for us' to

know ghere. to send them.fave sent Hindman one or two 18FSof articles that
they ¢ ould use.Drop.the postal as soon as you get the bundle .aso that we -

vill know it reached you and then write later when you have the chance.

reparations are being made steadily to face any attack that Hitlen may -
e on us but 1t séems very foubtful to me 1f he will .strike hepe on this
coast.ﬁe evidently has hihs hands full In Russla and. the South Seas etce

Hope your Uhristmas will be a MERRY ONE and that the NEW YEAR: WILL HOLD
MUCH OF JOY . AND PROFIT for you. : : !. _/ . ‘o
: . . ) . - f : %%éy P

s



Dec,21lst-41

tear Jimmie

{ dust a line to tell you that ,part of a
i ‘line in one of your letters of late di
not appeal at alljI quote:I will be
Yalone on Ghristmas".%hy not start somethin
th?re that will brighten ug the day just a bit an
way.You wont be alone for am in about the same
box here.ly immeﬁiatébfamily haWe all paffsed on b
GREAT BEYOND.Have few friends left here for they
have followed sult. No relatives here at all.The .
nearest ones-three or four first cousins live
hundreds of miles awayé% while I will have_dinner
_____with_the Watkins—family=Christiias Bve I too will
= Dbe alone on the 25th.Hope the Berea shipment gets
to you in time.Told them to ship it on the 15th.
If 1t arrives it may let you gilve some of your
neighbors a small party at least.Know the boys
wlll enjoy it.Am enclosing a letter that came
today from "our friend".Too bad that lady camnot
see the handwriting on the wall and cut it all
out.Hope she doea not get to WN.Y .City.If she shoul
. wont see her If I can escape.Have cub oitt all cow
respondence wlth her.Hope you do have a MerryDBay
and a H appy New Year and good LUCK all fhru 1942

. alonef~--"on the Holiday"
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Hear Fimmie ‘ :

"PThanks a lot for that rhoto,¥You could not ié ' t Lijisl1es .ﬁer
es

¥ o=t ]

N
|

e I

A,

;
have sent me anything that would have pleasedfl B
me more.Will soon have it hanging on the é a VVlejr‘ﬂ_(::Lrlsirnas
an a

.Harm .ﬂew %a

vall with the rest of the "famiTy",Glaq tne )
Berea. box got to you before_Christmas,Am i
Sure you will have divided some offit’
with some of your good neighbors, R
But 1t wont last long if there aNFTRE
are many kids in the bunch, My -
Christmas has beer a quiet one but @

most enjoyable, . )

n- ..

nelosed clipping came to_me 2 ¢ 22
mioualy, ies SpeRing some mait et biyed Y
on thefg%%?gi%%er.Bb$ thought you would enjo};
_came c _ _
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LExixgrox CLINIC
100 X. UPPER STREXT

LeExiNGroN, IKy.

SURGIOAL SEGTION

December 30, 1941

Mr. James Still,
Littcarr, Ky. (Dead Mare Branch)

My dear Mr. Still:
In the first place I want to thank

you for autographing my copy on Troublesome.
In the second place I want to thank you for
the great pleasure this book has given me.
When I finished reading 1t I felt that I
had been reading a classic poem and had the
same emotional reaction. You are certainly
an artist and I wish to let you know how
much I appreciate it.

rs verzgfg ly,

WoB/c W d Bullock, M.
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Christmas Greetings -

and Best Wishes
for the New Year
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