
 
 

Feb. 2, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

MSU Open House is Feb. 18 

Morehead State University provides opportunities for students in the region, state and 
beyond through excellent academic programs, hands-on career skills and a 
commitment to student success. It is why MSU has been named one of the Top 15 best 
public regional universities in the South by U.S. News & World Report.            

Future Eagles can learn more about MSU at Open House on Saturday, Feb. 18, at 10 
a.m. in the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC).            

By signing up, prospective students and families can:        

• Speak with faculty from our academic programs.         
• Get guidance from financial aid representatives.         
• Learn about advising, tutoring, career planning and other student success 

services.         
• Eat lunch with students, faculty and staff.         
• Take a tour of MSU's campus.         

"Our goal is to make it convenient to get answers to questions about starting college by 
bringing deans, department chairs and faculty from our academic programs, as well as 
staff from admissions, financial aid, housing and many more services, together in one 
place," said Holly Pollock, director of undergraduate admissions. "Families will hear 
success stories about our graduates and learn some statistics that demonstrate the 
academic quality offered at MSU."        

For those who apply for admission at Open House, MSU will waive the $30 application 
fee. Transcripts and test scores must be turned in at the event to qualify for the fee 
waiver.        

Attendees at MSU's Open House will receive complimentary tickets to cheer on the 
Eagle Basketball teams when they take on Lindenwood in Johnson Arena. The Eagle 
Women's Basketball game takes place at 1 p.m., followed by the Eagle Men's 
Basketball team playing at 3 p.m.   



MSU's Open House also provides information and a campus tour for high school 
students interested in attending the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and 
Mathematics. Please indicate your interest in the Craft Academy on your registration 
form.         

Students and families are encouraged to register for Open House. To register online, 
visit moreheadstate.edu/openhouse.               

For more information, visit moreheadstate.edu/admissions or contact MSU's Office of 
Enrollment Services by emailing admissions@moreheadstate.edu or calling 606-783-
2000 or 800-585-6781. 
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Feb. 2, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Morehead State celebrates Black History Month 

Morehead State's Eagle Diversity Education Center (EDEC) and the Campus Activities 
Board (CAB) are sponsoring programs throughout February to celebrate Black History 
Month. 

Several movies representing black actors and stories are showing every Monday in 
February in the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC) theater. They are: 

• "Black Panther," Monday, Feb. 6, at 6 p.m. 
• "Black Panther: Wakanda Forever," Monday, Feb. 13, at 6 p.m. 
• "The Butler," Monday, Feb. 20, at 6 p.m. 
• "Till," Monday, Feb. 27, at 6 p.m. 

Several events are planned for Wednesday, Feb. 15, at Prefontaine Pub. At 4:30 p.m., 
there is "Diversity is the Spice of Life." Participants will be able to create their own spice 
blends to take home. There will be music and prizes during the event. 

At 6 p.m., the pub will host MSU's Fifth Annual Soul Food Dinner. The event will feature 
a performance by the Kazual Acapella Troupe with their unique combination of R&B, 
Hip-Hop and Pop with dance and dubstep. To attend, please RSVP by email to 
mclemons2@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-9051. 

Morehead State Public Radio (MSPR), 90.3FM, has special programming planned for 
Black History Month, including: 

"Expanding Our Origin Story," Feb. 6 at 10 a.m.: Clint Smith of The Atlantic traveled to 9 
historical sites to understand how slavery is remembered and taught in America today. 
And Gayle Jessup White's memoir chronicles her journey to uncover her family's slave 
roots at Jefferson's home Monticello. 

"The HBCU Renaissance," Feb. 13 at 10 a.m.: HBCUs are experiencing a renaissance 
sparked by the Black Lives Matter movement and the fight for racial justice. HBCU 
bands like the Trojan Explosion play with power and energy. That unique HBCU sound 
and style is the pinnacle of Black musical excellence. Jemayne King is both a proud 

mailto:mclemons2@moreheadstate.edu
tel:606-783-9051


sneakerhead and an English professor at Virginia State University. He's teaching the 
first-ever college English course on sneaker culture at HBCUs. 

"The Homecoming," Feb. 20 at 10 a.m.: America's first federally registered Black 
neighborhood is getting some love. Jackson Ward in Richmond, Virginia, was once 
known as the Harlem of the South. Now two sisters are working to restore it, starting 
with the home of the first Black homeowner there, Abraham Skipwith. 

"Riding Jane Crow," Feb. 27 at 10 a.m.: Miriam Thaggert illuminates the experiences of 
women and trains in her book, "Riding Jane Crow: African American Women on the 
American Railroad." In Addition, A new book by Michael Hall reveals how black writers 
of the Jim Crow era found ways to circumvent hostilities and travel restrictions. 

"The Health Gap," Feb. 27 at 10:30 a.m.: Racism's direct impact on health is well-
documented. What we know less about is how to fix it. 

For more information, contact the EDEC at edec@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-9569. 
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Feb. 2, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Daxson Lewis brings traditional music studies experience to role as KCTM 
director 

Daxson Lewis (Class of 2016) said that traditional music was heard playing at nearly 
any occasion or location, thanks to his paternal grandparents. Eventually, Lewis landed 
on his musical instrument of choice.   

"As I listened to this music, I was drawn to this particular sound. I didn't know what it 
was at the time," he said. "It was the banjo. I was drawn to that right off the bat."   

Lewis' affection for the Appalachian sound not only led him to enroll at Morehead State 
University's traditional music studies program as a student. It also helped him develop 
his talents and professionalism so he could guide future traditional music students as 
the Kentucky Center for Traditional Music director.   

Lewis had some unique performance experiences before he ever became an MSU 
Eagle. After convincing his dad to buy him a banjo and acoustic guitar for Christmas at 
age 11, the West Liberty native found himself on the stage of the Grand Ole Opry four 
years later alongside American Western band Riders in the Sky later as the recipient of 
Deering Banjo Company's Brian Friesen Award in 2008.   

"Once I got the chance to be on that historic stage, there was no question. This is what I 
needed to do," Lewis said. "Being able to have that experience at an early age lent 
some legitimacy that this could happen."   

Because Lewis had other interests and a desire to get a college education, he enrolled 
in MSU's nursing program and played music professionally on the weekends. To fulfill a 
work-study requirement, he worked at the front desk at the Kentucky Center for 
Traditional Music (KCTM).   

"I'm sitting up front, you know, answering the phone doing clerical things, and I keep 
seeing these students walk by with banjos and guitars, and I can hear them in the back, 
and they are going to play shows," he said. "So, I start asking questions and it wasn't 
long before I changed majors."    



In addition to studying under the mentorship and performing alongside former KCTM 
director Raymond McLain with the McLain Family Band, Lewis also studied strategic 
communication and graduated with bachelor's degrees in traditional music studies and 
strategic communication in 2016. He said the two majors complemented each other 
"hand in glove" since he was learning audio and video production, writing and public 
speaking through strategic communication. The traditional studies program was doing 
more than helping him get better at his instrument.   

"(McLain) always said his goal was to help students realize their full potential, and he 
did that, but also learn how to live their lives in a positive and healthy way as an artist," 
Lewis said. "That's as important to what we do as anything."   

After graduation, Lewis continued to play professionally with the McLain Family Band 
and MSU graduates The Price Sisters (Leanna Price and Lauren Price Napier both 
graduated in 2017), as well as serving as a recording artist, publicist and tour manager. 
He became an adjunct instructor for KCTM from 2018-21, teaching traditional music 
history classes while leading student ensembles and providing private instruction on 
banjo, guitar and bass.   

Shortly after Lewis took time away from instruction, he began touring with the bluegrass 
group Dailey & Vincent starting in the fall of 2021. Raymond McLain retired as director 
of the KCTM in May 2022 and Lewis decided to apply for the director position.   

"My first thought was, gosh, I could never fill those shoes. Raymond was so great at 
being director and pushing this program forward," he said. "I can just be me and bring 
what I can to the table."   

Lewis began serving as KCTM director in the fall of 2022 and his first semester at the 
helm was an exciting and successful one. The KCTM's touring student group, the 
Mountain Music Ambassadors, were invited to both the International Bluegrass Music 
Association Convention and to perform at the Industrial Strength Bluegrass Festival, an 
event in Ohio with festival headliners including The Del McCoury Band, The Grascals, 
Junior Sisk, the Dan Tyminski Band, and the Kody Morris Show.    

Lewis admits while he doesn't have McLain's abundance of touring and instructional 
experience, he said being the only KCTM director who has gone through the traditional 
music studies program has its advantages when connecting to students.   

"I think it allows me to pull from the things that really helped me," he said. "That 
mentorship that I had from these instructors, it's exciting to think that we are doing that 
for our current students.”   

Lewis said his goal is to continue KCTM's mission of offering a nationally accredited 
program in traditional music studies while doing everything to preserve and promote the 
musical heritage of the Appalachian region. Through connections and performances 
Lewis did with the McLain Family Band, KCTM welcomed its first exchange students 



from Hungary last year. He also wants to increase the program's social media presence 
and "do everything I can to increase top-of-mind awareness for our program."   

“There are ways to grow, and we are exploring those things,” he said. "The center has 
always been in good hands. Everyone has done great work, and I hope to just continue 
doing that."   

To learn more about MSU's Kentucky Center for Traditional Music and its programs, 
visit moreheadstate.edu/kctm.  

 
 

Photo: Daxson Lewis, a graduate of MSU's traditional music studies program, is now 
the new director of the Kentucky Center for Traditional Music. 
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Feb. 7, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

MSU hosts talk on rural higher education 

Morehead State University's Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education 
welcomes Dr. Devon Brenner, director of the Social Science Research at Mississippi 
State University, for her presentation "Oh, The Places We're From: Old Challenges and 
New Narratives for Rural K-12 and Higher Education."    

The talk is at 4 p.m. today (Tuesday, Feb. 7) at the Adron Doran University Center 
(ADUC) Theater. It is sponsored by Appalachian Future Educators. The event is open to 
the public. A reception will follow immediately after the presentation.   

In addition to her role with Mississippi State University, Dr. Brenner is the editor of the 
National Rural Education Association journal "The Rural Educator" and author of the 
book "Teaching in Rural Places: Thriving in Classrooms, Schools, and Communities." 
Copies of that book will be available to purchase at the event.   

At Mississippi State, Brenner taught courses on the foundations of education and 
literacy methods while researching rural education, literacy policy and practice before 
becoming an administrator. She also formerly served as assistant vice president for 
outreach and initiatives in the Office of Research and Economic Development. She 
helped facilitate the construction of Partnership Middle School, a sixth- and seventh-
grade school located on the Mississippi State campus.   

To learn more about MSU's College of Education programs, visit 
moreheadstate.edu/academics/colleges/education. 
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Feb. 8, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Office of Information Technology warns of authentication scam 

Morehead State's Office of Information Technology (OIT) is warning users about 
potential multi-factor authentication (MFA) scams. 

According to Director of Information Security and Compliance Patrick Gonzalez, MFA 
offers greater security for accounts than a simple username and password login, but it is 
not foolproof. 

"It is important to realize that while MFA provides a significant increase in privacy and 
security. It does not provide complete safety from attackers and compromised 
accounts," Gonzalez said. "Once an attacker has acquired your username and 
password, they can send MFA requests to your authentication device by repeatedly 
attempting to log in with your credentials. This attack is called “MFA prompt bombing." 

Common forms of MFA prompt bombing include: 

Persistently sending MFA requests to your phone until you accept one to make the 
"noise" stop. 

Sending one or two MFA prompts per day. This method often attracts less attention but 
is often successful in deceiving by distraction. 

Calling you, pretending to be part of the organization, and telling you they need to send 
you an MFA request as part of a standard policy or process. 

Gonzalez urges MSU users not to accept a login request from their authentication 
device that they did not immediately initiate. 

"MFA is a powerful control and a best practice to prevent cyber-attacks. However, we 
must remain mindful of the continuous innovation of cyber criminals and threat actors 
who prey on our attitudes and behaviors. You are our first and last line of defense," 
Gonzalez said. 

For more information or to report suspicious emails or account activity, contact the OIT 
at 606-783-HELP (4357) or ithelpdesk@moreheadstate.edu. 

tel:606-783-4357
mailto:ithelpdesk@moreheadstate.edu
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Feb. 8, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Craft Academy student presents research in Japan 

Kiera Fehr, a Craft Academy senior from Lexington, and Dr. Rachel Rogers, assistant 
professor of research for the Academy, presented at the International Academic 
Forum’s 14th Asian Conference on Education (ACE2022), held in November in Tokyo, 
Japan. 
 
They represented MSU and the Craft Academy at the conference, presenting research 
on the impact of informal STEM learning on student success. 
 
Fehr and Rogers' research investigated the impact of outside-of-class untraditional 
learning experiences on student success inside the classroom. They found that 
students grew from these experiences (classified within the study using a student's 
personal learning experiences) in six ways independently defined as new experiences, 
new skills and understanding, Impact future/ STEM careers, desire for credibility, 
perseverance, and self-efficacy. 
 
While at the event, Fehr and Rogers networked and attended sessions on the latest 
research in education. 
 
“This was my first experience spending time in another country, so everything was 
automatically interesting to me,” Fehr said. “My favorite part of the trip was the 
conference dinner. Sitting with professionals from South Africa, Portugal, Australia, 
Britain, China, and Japan, I was able to have the special experience of listening to the 
interactions and conversations that connected us all. It was exciting to spend the 
evening laughing and connecting with people from the most different backgrounds.” 
 
“Overall, it was a superb trip which I believe changed my life. I now understand the 
expectations, traditions, and lifestyle of living in Japan, which has shifted the way I view 
our society and how I understand the world,” Fehr said. “I have to admit that I enjoyed 
the fun souvenirs, tasty treats, and genuine conversations I experienced on this 
research trip. I am grateful to my mentor, Dr. Rachel Rogers, who gave me the direction 
and time needed to complete this research. I am extremely lucky that she embarked on 



this adventure with me and supported me through the entire project.” 
 
To learn more about the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics, 
email craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2097. 

 
### 

 

Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an 
emphasis on the region and beyond. MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic 
excellence; and rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness. 

 

mailto:craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu
tel:606-783-2097


 
 

Feb. 13, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Myiah Clemons helps students find community   

Morehead State welcomes Myiah Clemons (Class of 2022) as the new manager of the 
Eagle Diversity Education Center and coordinator for student diversity and inclusion.  

As a 2020 graduate of the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science & Mathematics and 
Morehead State, she brings a student perspective to this new role.   

"There weren't many students or staff that looked like me. However, the Eagle Diversity 
Education Center alleviated that sense for me," she said. "The center provided a safe 
space for under-represented minorities to feel at home."   

She works to ensure that under-represented minority students feel safe and supported 
at MSU as the coordinator of First Year Programs and Second Year Programs for 
Diversity and Inclusion. This includes managing the Eagle Diversity Education Center.  

"When I was offered this job at MSU, I was extremely excited. Working with students is 
something I genuinely enjoy doing," she said. "I love serving as a mentor for not only 
students that look like me but any student at this campus."   

As a student, she was engaged in many activities on campus. As a Craft Academy 
student, she joined the Black Gospel Ensemble, the Black Student Union, Women's 
Virtue and the DREAMS program and served as a Craft Academy ambassador. As an 
undergraduate MSU student, she remained active in those organizations and was 
president of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.   

Clemons said she owes much of her success as an undergraduate student to 
relationships she formed with staff at EDEC, particularly former assistant director Dr. 
Cory Clark (Class of 2020).   

"Dr. Clark mentored me throughout my experience on campus until he left the 
University. He always encouraged me to go above and beyond," she said. "He kept me, 
and many others, on track and he always held us accountable." 

After graduating with a Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting in 2022, she 
is continuing her education at MSU to earn a Master of Business Administration. She 



hopes to increase the number of students who utilize the center and help diverse 
student organizations increase their membership numbers.    

Clemons wants to use her experience to support and mentor students.   

"As a former student, I think I can bring experience that will benefit students. I have 
been in their same shoes, and I won my battles. I graduated despite not having many 
graduates in my family. I graduated with honors. I went to graduate school, the first in 
my family. I started a job right out of college," Clemons said. "I stand as an example that 
I looked toward as a child and as a student."   

Clemons can be reached at mclemons2@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-9051.  

To learn more about MSU's Eagle Diversity Education Center, contact 
edec@moreheadstate.edu, 606-783-9569 or visit moreheadstate.edu/student-
support/eagle-diversity-education-center. 
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Feb. 13, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Bowen named director of the Golding-Yang Gallery  

Michael Bowen is the new director of Morehead State’s Golding-Yang Art Gallery. 

Bowen has been an adjunct sculpture instructor at Morehead State, given sculpture 
workshops and demonstrations, and has participated in faculty art exhibitions. He has 
also worked at Shawnee State University, Marshall University, and the University of 
South Carolina. 

Bowen earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) from Marshall University in 2004, a Master 
of Fine Arts (MFA) from South Carolina University in 2010 and a visiting student at the 
Tainan National University of the Arts in Tainan, Taiwan, in 2009. 

"I think galleries are an important part not only in developing a career as an artist, but a 
part that many artists just kind of assume works," Bowen said. " Moving forward my 
goals are to bring as diverse representation of the art world to the campus,” Bowen 
said. “Galleries also form as a different form of education to expand upon the classroom 
setting and I want to be an active part of that education.” Bowen added he’s already 
making plans for a possible international watercolor show and a contemporary jewelry 
show in the fall. He also has hopes of starting an outdoor sculpture gallery and 
organizing and utilizing the permanent collection. 

Dr. David Oyen, interim associate dean of the School of Creative Arts, said Bowen is an 
ideal choice for the role of gallery director. 

"Mike Bowen is an ideal choice as director of the Golding-Yang Gallery because his 
experience encompasses all the roles necessary to fill that position," said Oyen. "As a 
sculptor, he has exhibited in galleries across the country and knows the experience of 
entering his own work in juried competitions. As an educator, he has ample experience 
in college art teaching and an excellent rapport with the students who will serve as 
interns and workers in the galleries and will exhibit their own work in student exhibitions. 
He has work experience in galleries such as the Huntington (WV) Museum of Art and 
has helped in the installation and planning of exhibits at the Golding-Yang Gallery. At 
the same time, he was an adjunct instructor of art at Morehead State. We look forward 
to his vision for the future of the gallery." 



Bowen has a busy spring semester planned at the gallery, starting with the opening of 
the annual sophomore exhibit on Wednesday, Feb. 15. A reception will be held from 4-6 
p.m. at the gallery. In addition, the Burley-Coal High School Art Competition will return 
to the gallery, as will the senior and BFA shows near the end of the semester. He said 
he hopes to build on the work of his predecessors to increase community support for 
the gallery. 

“I hope that I can build on the hard work of the previous gallery directors by supporting 
both artists and the students as well as encouraging more people to visit our gallery,” he 
said. “I believe it is important for any community to support galleries and museums and 
is unfortunately almost always an under-utilized resource in any community. In our 
community, it is even more important because it is the only resource for contemporary 
art within an hour of campus and further for many of the schools that utilize our gallery. 

The Golding-Yang Art Gallery, located within the Claypool-Young Art Building, is a 
pivotal educational and cultural component of the Department of Art & Design, the 
Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, the MSU campus and the 
community at large. Through national calls for entries for both group and thematic 
exhibitions, the gallery showcases the work of contemporary artists in exhibitions 
curated by the gallery director with the advisement of faculty, or independent jurors. The 
gallery also hosts faculty and student exhibitions, providing and opportunity for art 
majors to exhibit their work in a professional venue. The three-level gallery features 
approximately 2,500 square feet of exhibition space with a screening room to display 
new media. 

To learn more about programs in the Department of Art and Design, email 
arde@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2766. 
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Feb. 15, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Rowan County Senior High student essays to be featured on 'Mountain Edition' 

A locally produced radio news program is featuring the writings of Rowan County Senior 
High School students this month. 

RCSHS Teacher Lindsey Johnson (Class of 2011, 2018) asked her AP English students 
to participate in the "This I Believe" essay contest for a class assignment. The essays 
are based on an initiative started in the 1950s by journalist Edward R. Murrow to 
encourage people to write about their lives and experiences. Murrow would then read 
the essays on the air. The original initiative by Murrow spawned the This I Believe non-
profit organization, founded in 2004. 

On Thursday, Dec. 15, the students visited Morehead State Public Radio, WMKY 90.3 
FM, and recorded their essays, which air throughout February as part of WMKY's 
magazine news program, “Mountain Edition.” The show airs weekdays at 5:06 p.m. 

"It is always a wonderful opportunity to meet members of the community and show off 
what we are able to do here at WMKY," said News Director Dr. Leeann Akers (Class of 
2006, 2022). "I love hearing their essays, giving them a chance to record them, and 
building them up, so they know that their opinions matter." 

To learn more about Morehead State Public Radio, visit www.wmky.org. 
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Feb. 16, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Darryl Parker realized his potential and purpose after transferring to MSU 

For Darryl Parker (Class of 2022), the decision to attend college was not an option. It 
was the decision he knew would change his trajectory.   

"Living life in the real world, I learned that you can't go far without a college degree," 
Parker said. "Being a first-generation student, I wanted to lead by example, not just for 
my family, but for others that look like me in this area."   

Parker earned his GED and then graduated as a transfer student at Morehead State 
University, where he said he was able to find both preparation and purpose for his 
current role as coordinator of cultural diversity at Hazard Community and Technical 
College (HCTC).   

Parker came to HCTC as a transfer student looking for a change from his hometown of 
Lexington. With his family's support and a positive experience with HCTC staff that 
"treated me like a person regardless of the color of my skin," Parker enrolled at HCTC 
and earned an associate degree in science and an associate degree in art in 2020. 
Tracy Counts, an enrollment services counselor for post-traditional students at MSU, 
consulted with Parker at her office at HCTC about transferring.   

"I really wasn't sure if I wanted to go to MSU at first. Well, that was until I met Tracy 
Counts here at HCTC," Parker said. "We had several talks, and she took the time to go 
over a lot of things MSU had to offer. That's what won me over. She actually cared and 
took her time to explain everything in detail...taking the time to listen to what I wanted to 
do."   

Before Parker transferred to MSU, he started as a student worker for HCTC before 
being hired as a recruitment specialist and later the college's first social media student 
liaison for the Office of Equity and Inclusion. While working, he completed his MSU 
degree online, earning a Bachelor of University Studies in December 2022.   

While earning his degree from MSU, Parker focused on leadership and diversity, equity 
and inclusion efforts. Parker is involved with several local community service events, 
including A Seat at the Table dinners, The Poetry Slam and Art Show, and gathering 



and delivering food to local blessing boxes. He has also chaperoned a trip for local high 
school students to visit the Underground Railroad Museum in Cincinnati.   

Parker serves on several boards and committees and is a member of several 
organizations, including UK (University of Kentucky) North Fork Valley Community 
Health Center, Pathfinders of Perry County, Housing Development Alliance, 
Appalachian Arts Alliance, HCTC's Equity and Inclusion Committee, American 
Association of Blacks in Higher Education, HCTC's Student Government Association, 
Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, People of Color Caucus, Back Home Together, 
Southeast Kentucky African American Cultural Center and Museum and the 
Appalachian Studies Association.   

"My motivation to be involved with various groups and organizations is to promote 
positive changes here. Given that a lot of the time I'm the only person of color in the 
room, it means something to me," he said. "It displays that we are changing, and when 
others that look like me see me in these spaces, they know we are about to shake some 
stuff up in a positive way. Representation means more than what people realize."   

In 2022, the Kentucky Student Success Collaborative selected Parker as one of three 
Kentucky college students to serve as a student voice research fellow. The student 
voice fellows gather information on students' experiences at Kentucky's public colleges 
and universities. Student voice fellows conduct surveys and one-on-one interviews and 
lead focus groups. The criteria for selection included verbal, written and presentation 
skills, understanding issues facing diverse students and an interest in improving the 
college student experience.   

"What has benefitted me the most is the work I'm doing with the Student Success 
Collaborative, which is a part of CPE (Council on Postsecondary Education)," he said. 
"With this platform, it is making sure our student voices are heard."    

The same year Parker earned his degree from MSU, HCTC hired him for his current 
role as coordinator of cultural diversity. He said this position was a combination of a 
180-degree turn and things coming full circle. Where he was initially reluctant to get out 
into the Hazard community as a student, he is now actively seeking a future generation 
of minority students and emphasizing the importance of a college degree to make their 
lives better.   

"I noticed there was a great need for black men in higher education and a need in this 
community for the work that we are doing," he said. I noticed there was a great need for 
black men in higher education and a need in this community for the work that we are 
doing," he said. "It wasn't so much as for me to choose this work, but the work chose 
me."   

Find out how to transfer to MSU by visiting moreheadstate.edu/transfer. 

 

https://moreheadstate.edu/admissions/howtoapply/transfer/index
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Feb. 16, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

MSU's Steven Middleton releases documentary, 'Stages and Waves: An 
Excursion through Challenging Times’ 

Steve Middleton, instructor of mass communication at Morehead State, is unveiling a 
new documentary this spring. 

Middleton is releasing his 16th documentary, "Stages and Waves: An Excursion through 
Challenging Times," through his production company, State Run Media Productions. 
The film chronicles the experiences of eight individuals and Middleton himself during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The film explores how people coped with loneliness and isolation 
and used their time during the pandemic shutdown to explore their creativity. 

Middleton found himself eager to hear stories about how others were affected by the 
pandemic and said the film was an extension of that. 

"I wanted to produce a film that dealt with the pandemic and did not look at it politically. I 
wanted to find a way to tell stories of people and the changes now three years out," 
Middleton said. "As the days turned to months, months to years after the lockdown, I 
started to notice a change in the people I was around the most. I wondered how many 
people I could find that had a profound change in their lives within the arts since the 
initial pandemic." 

"The people involved are a combination of people in my social circle and people that 
were complete strangers to me. Some I just heard second and third-hand stories about 
and sought them out on social media and asked if they would want to be a part of my 
film. My friends became closer, and what were strangers before the film are now new 
friends." 

Middleton will appear on WKYT's "Everyday Kentucky" program on Thursday, Feb. 16, 
to promote the film's release. 

Three screenings of the film are planned: 

• Saturday, Feb. 18, 6 p.m., at the Rock House Brewing in Lexington. 
• Tuesday, Feb. 28, 6 p.m., at CoffeeTree Books in Morehead. 
• Friday, March 31, at Gateway Regional Arts Center Mt. Sterling, time TBD. 



The film will also be broadcast on West Virginia Public Broadcasting (WVPB) Tuesday, 
March 28, at 10:30 p.m., and on Kentucky Educational Television (KET) sometime in 
April. 

"Stages and Waves" was produced, directed, edited, and narrated by Middleton. The 
following students assisted him: 

• Willard Ferguson, a senior convergent media major from Louisa. 
• Elijah Boone Miller, a senior jazz studies and commercial music major from 

Ashland. 
• Lucy Becker, a junior traditional music major from Lexington. 

"I absolutely love being able to get out of the classroom and use real-world field 
experience with students. Take all the things learned in the classroom as students and 
apply it in a real setting, “Middleton said. "I am honored to be able to work here and 
share my knowledge with a new generation in the hope that they will one day produce 
their own projects and surpass my success." 

Instructor of Journalism John Flavell and retired professor of communication John 
Modaff provided additional stock aerial footage. Scott Miller, a lecturer at the Kentucky 
Center for Traditional Music (KCTM) and founder of the Appalachian School of Music, 
produced the original soundtrack for the film. 

Middleton said he hopes the film can help viewers find common ground through similar 
shared experiences to bring them closer together. 

"The film highlights a great change in us as a society and culture because of COVID-19. 
It seems the divide in our country over politics got worse because of COVID-19," 
Middleton said. "I hope this film lets others see that kindness does still exist and we can 
all experience stages and waves in our lives and find a positive on the other side." 

To learn more about the film, contact Middleton at s.middleton@moreheadstate.edu or 
call 606-783-9583. 

To learn about MSU’s Department of Communication, Media and Languages programs, 
email cml@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2457. 

VIEW THE TRAILER 
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Feb. 17, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Enhance your career prospects at the Career & Internship Fair   

The Spring Career & Internship Fair gives Morehead State Eagles an advantage in 
career success. The fair is scheduled for Wednesday, March 1, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC) ballrooms.   

At MSU's fair, you can connect with regional, state-wide and even out-of-state 
employers and graduate programs, all while learning about full-time and part-time jobs, 
internships, co-ops, and graduate schools.   

"Employers want to hire graduates who have hands-on experience in addition to the 
specific discipline knowledge gained in the classroom. MSU prioritizes ensuring our 
students have opportunities to engage in high-quality experiential opportunities as part 
of their learning experience. The career fair is the signature event that connects 
employers and graduate programs with students who are looking to land internships 
and co-ops as well as full-time jobs," said Megan Boone, director of MSU's Center for 
Career Development and Experiential Education (CCDEE).   

It's crucial for first- and second-year students to make attending a career fair a priority. 
Seth Smallwood, a first-year student majoring in agribusiness, said it helped him get a 
jumpstart on his career.  

"Attending the Career & Internship Fair in my first semester provided me with valuable 
knowledge and information about the industry I’m interested in working in. I was able to 
make connections with employers in that particular area, and they were able to advise 
me in the right direction regarding my future curriculum choices and which skills they 
value the most,” Smallwood said. “When it comes to relevant experience or technical 
skills, internships are highly valued. Making a good first impression on a potential 
employer at the Career Fair is a great first step in the right direction."  

Students should prepare to make the most of the Career & Internship Fair:       

Dress the part. Make sure to dress professionally. If you need a suit or business jacket, 
visit the Suit Bank in the CCDEE. Find something that fits and keep it without charge.  



Bring copies of your resume and have an introduction prepared that will serve as what 
Boone calls your "30-second commercial."      

Research the companies and schools that will be in attendance and be prepared with 
questions to ask them.   

Explore industries and build your network. You could land an offer to interview for a 
fantastic opportunity. Many MSU graduates return to campus to recruit talent.   

Students who attend can get a free professional headshot for their LinkedIn page and 
other social media accounts. "We want to ensure MSU students have the resources 
necessary to build a professional presence online and in person," Boone said.  

MSU students and alumni from all majors are encouraged to attend. Download the free 
Symplicity Jobs and Careers app on Google Play and Apple Store for a list of employers 
and recruiters.   

MSU’s CCDEE focuses on giving students helpful tools, knowledge, and opportunities 
to achieve career success. For resources, upcoming events and more information, call 
606-783-2233 or visit moreheadstate.edu/career.   
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Feb. 17, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Craft Academy’s Josh Day accepted to West Point 

Josh Day from Nicholasville, a senior at Morehead State's Craft Academy for 
Excellence in Science and Mathematics, comes from a military family. His grandfather 
served in Vietnam, and several of his cousins are in the armed forces. So, it is no 
surprise that Day too, would be interested in military service. But Day has taken it a step 
further and is now the first Craft Academy student to be accepted to the United States 
Military Academy, commonly referred to as West Point.     

Day said he is excited to become a part of West Point's storied history.   

"It allows me to get my undergraduate education and provides me with a guaranteed 
career in the military immediately following. More than that, though, is the Long Grey 
Line of graduates before me," Day said. "They were all incredible individuals, and some 
of our greatest leaders came from West Point: Ulysses S. Grant, William T. Sherman, 
and hundreds of others. That's a legacy I want to be a part of. Praise God for giving me 
the opportunity to pursue that."   

While at the Craft Academy, Day has been a focus group leader, Craft big brother, 
participated in numerous community service projects, and was a member of the 
leadership institute, working with Nigerian doctors to help with health issues in that 
country and help develop a health campaign.   

Day plans to attend medical school and would like to work as a physician in the Army 
Medical Corps, and he feels attending West Point will help him accomplish that goal.   

"I have wanted to go into the medical field since I was 11. I love all of the sciences, but 
biology, in particular, is my favorite. As an athlete, learning about my body is 
exhilarating and has proven useful. Much more than this, though, I want to save lives. 
That's what the Lord has been calling me to do for years. Being a doctor is my way to 
be obedient and achieve that goal," Day said. He added that one of the things he's 
looking forward to at West Point is all the sports and athletic activities the school 
sponsors.   

"They have a lot of required physical training, but they also have sports. I will be placed 
in the required boxing and swimming courses, but I will also pursue some of their other 



sports, like submission grappling, ultimate frisbee and gymnastics. I know that West 
Point will be challenging, but I look forward to all of it."   

The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is a dual-credit 
academy for academically exceptional Kentucky students. Craft Academy provides 
students with a postsecondary residential experience to complete their junior and senior 
high school years by enrolling in college courses. The Craft Academy's purpose is to 
meet the unique educational needs of the Commonwealth's academically gifted and 
talented high school juniors and seniors.   

To learn more about the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics, 
email craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2093.   
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Feb. 22, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Morehead State Board of Regents meets Feb. 23 

The Morehead State University Board of Regents will meet on Thursday, Feb. 23, at 
9:45 a.m. at MSU at Mt. Sterling. The meeting will be preceded by an audit committee 
meeting at 9:30 a.m. and an executive committee meeting at 9:40 a.m. 

The board will hear a report from MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. He will recommend 
that the board approve an employee compensation plan, coaching contracts and the 
2023-24 housing schedule. In addition, the board will vote to: 

• Accept the 2021-2022 NCAA agreed-upon procedures report. 
• Approve reappointment of auditing firm and audit price. 
• Accept 2021-22 single audit report. 
• Approve the minimum scope of the annual audit for the year ending June 30, 

2023. 
• Accept the University organizational chart. 
• Approve the Student Government Association bylaws/constitution. 
• Approve University endowment match. 

Board members will also hear a performance update from Courtney Andrews and a 
mid-year financial update from Vice President for Fiscal Services Mary Fister-Tucker 
and Dr. Morgan. Chief Facilities and Operations Officer Kim Oatman will give 
presentations on facilities and capital planning. 

The board will also enter a closed executive session to discuss matters relating to the 
future disposition of real estate. The board will take no action while in closed executive 
session. 

The meeting will conclude with a legislative report from Dr. Morgan. 

The next meeting of the board is Thursday, March 30. 
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Feb. 22, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 

Concert to celebrate the career of Dr. Roma Prindle 

A celebration of Professor of Music Dr. Roma Prindle's 30 years of service with 
Morehead State University is scheduled for Friday, March 3, at 7:30 p.m. 

Prindle and more than 40 alumni will present a concert at Jesus Our Savior Catholic 
Church, 315 Battson Avenue in Morehead. The show is free and open to the public. 

"I am thrilled that so many of my former students will be returning to be a part of this 
event," Prindle said. "A couple of years ago, I had a big birthday, and a bunch of them 
showed up to celebrate with me. When I realized that my 30th year of teaching at MSU 
was approaching, I decided to extend the celebration with an even bigger reunion." 

Prindle said there are many things she enjoys about teaching, but what she enjoys most 
is watching her students develop. 

"It is so satisfying to see them grow into young artists who are serious about the 
profession. It's also fulfilling to know that even those who don't go into the music 
profession benefit from the process and discipline of voice study in many different 
ways," Prindle said. 

The program for the evening will include operatic arias from Gounod's "Faust," Mozart's 
"Magic Flute" and "Marriage of Figaro," Händel's "Rodelinda," Bizet's "Pearl Fishers," 
Puccini's "Tosca," and Carlisle Floyd's great American opera, "Susannah." Songs by 
Samuel Barber, Claude Debussy, Madeleine Dring, Ben Moore, Tom Cipullo, Edith Piaf 
and excerpts from classic musical theater will also be presented. The evening will 
conclude with "Make Our Garden Grow," from Leonard Bernstein's opus based on the 
Voltaire work from the Age of Enlightenment, "Candide." 

Prindle said she has no plans of stopping any time soon. 

"Every day, every lesson is a fresh start in building the physical and the communicative 
aspect of singing. It never gets old. I'm not sure I'll ever retire," she said. 

For more information, contact Prindle at r.prindle@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-
2481. 

mailto:r.prindle@moreheadstate.edu
tel:606-783-2481
tel:606-783-2481


To learn more about music programs at MSU, email mtd@moreheadstate.edu or call 
606-783-2473. 
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Feb. 24, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Morehead State University announces freeze on student housing rates 

Morehead State University is pleased to announce it will once again be freezing on-
campus residential housing rates for students for the upcoming academic year. The 
decision to freeze housing rates is part of the University's commitment to making higher 
education more accessible and affordable for students and their families.   

"We understand that the cost of tuition and housing can be a significant burden for 
many students and their families," said MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. "By freezing 
housing rates again, we hope to create an environment of affordability coupled with a 
quality education.”  

The freeze on housing rates will apply to all students who live on campus, regardless of 
their year in school or their housing assignment. The University is committed to 
providing a safe, comfortable and supportive living environment for all students. The 
freeze on housing rates is just one of many ways MSU is working to support its 
students.   

MSU also offers a variety of programs and services to support its students, including 
academic advising, career counseling and financial aid resources. The University is 
committed to providing a comprehensive college experience that prepares students for 
success, both in their careers and in their personal lives.   

For more information about MSU housing rates, contact the Office of Student Housing 
at housing@moreheadstate.edu, 606-783-2060 or visit moreheadstate.edu/housing. 
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Feb. 24, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU mourns the death of former English professor Betty Jo Peters 

Morehead State University mourns the death of retired assistant professor of English, 
Betty Jo Peters, who died Monday, Feb. 20, 2023, at Community Hospice at age 84. 

Born Nov. 27, 1938, in Hancock County, Tennessee, she began her career at MSU in 
1975 as an administrative assistant for academic affairs. She joined the English faculty 
as an instructor in 1978 and was promoted to assistant professor in 1982. She retired 
after 30 years as an educator. During her tenure, she served as an academic advisor, 
was vice president of the Psi chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, was a member of the Phi 
Delta Kappa Fraternity in Education, the Kentucky Council of Teachers of English, the 
National Council of Teachers in English, the Kentucky Philological Association, the 
Ashland Chapter of the American Association of University Women and the MSU 
Speaker's Bureau. 

In addition to teaching, Peters produced her own line of natural herbal cosmetics and 
skin care products. 

Survivors include her daughter, Dona (Tom) Ross of Catlettsburg; a brother, Wayne 
Francis of Tazewell, Tennessee and a sister, Anita Lyons of Georgetown. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, the late John and Mary Manning Francis; a daughter, 
Gretchen Flatt and a brother, Les Francis. 

At the request of the deceased, there will be no funeral services. Steen Funeral Home 
in Ashland is handling arrangements. Online condolences may be made at the funeral 
home's website. 
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Feb. 24, 2023 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU announces March to Service Initiative   

Morehead State University students are recognized for their commitment to positively 
impacting their communities. The Center for Career Development and Experiential 
Education (CCDEE) is launching the March to Service Initiative to enhance these 
efforts.  

The March to Service Initiative stems from the Council on Postsecondary Education's 
Kentucky Graduate Profile. This endeavor ensures that students graduating from 
Kentucky colleges will develop 10 skills to prepare them for life, including 
communication, cultural competency and civic engagement.   

"We are excited to be involved in and lead this initiative in civic engagement. Morehead 
State University is an anchor institution in our service region, so it's important for us to 
be engaged with these wonderful communities," said MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. "It 
is our hope that every academic program will step up to the challenge of preparing our 
students as civically engaged citizens. This type of hands-on learning is exactly what we 
want our students to experience before they graduate and enter their respective 
careers. We will prepare them to have the skills that will help them in life after college."  

CCDEE kicked off the event with a unique training opportunity for MSU faculty. Dr. 
Laurie Couch, associate provost; Megan Boone, director of the Center for Career 
Development and Experiential Education; and Andrew Sexton (Class of 2020, 2022), 
coordinator of service learning, are leading the faculty training group.  

At the kickoff in January, guest speaker Dr. Henry Cunningham, director of community 
engagement at the University of Louisville, presented the value of teaching and 
participation in civic engagement while detailing the variety of benefits that students, 

mailto:news@moreheadstate.edu
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faculty and institutions can receive from being civically engaged. Benefits include 
improved academic performance, cultural awareness, networking and understanding of 
individual relationships to social justice issues.   

“Morehead State University strives to ensure our graduates are well-rounded and have 
the hands-on experiences that employers and graduate programs desire," Boone said. 
"March to Service accomplishes this goal while improving the communities in which we 
live.”  

Faculty are designing community and civic engagement volunteer projects taking place 
throughout March to increase MSU students' civic engagement while incorporating skills 
developed within their respective majors. Students will also reflect on what they learned 
and the overall value of their experience.   

More than 20 March to Service Initiative events are planned for the spring. Some of 
these include:  

• Developing evidence-based posters and providing education to women and 
families who are planning pregnancy, pregnant, or new or adopting parents.  

• Introducing elementary-aged students to orchestra instruments through a "Meet 
the Instruments" event before a musical performance.  

• Participating in our Pi Day celebration, where upper-level mathematics majors 
will design mathematical activities for visitors to explore mathematics beyond 
arithmetic and algebra.   

• Handling setup and event assistance for the EKTSA (Eastern Kentucky 
Technology Student Association) Regional Conference.  

“The March to Service initiative is designed to help students see their role in solving the 
problems of their communities. Each student is gaining discipline expertise in their 
academic program, and we want them to learn to use that expertise to help their 
community in some way,” Couch said. “The projects students will do in March will teach 
our students to pitch in when their communities need them and to apply their special 
knowledge of the field to bring value when their communities face challenges.”  

Community partners for MSU's March to Service Initiative include:  

• Rowan County Schools  
• Rowan County Health Department  
• City of Morehead  
• Paramount Arts Center  
• Hindman Settlement School  
• Eastern Kentucky Technology Students Association  
• Future Business Leaders of America  
• National Marrow Donor Program  
• Cave Run Symphony Orchestra  



Community partners interested in working with Morehead State University for future 
service projects can fill out the following survey: https://forms.office.com/r/ZHnqPCvvZy.  

To learn more about MSU's Center for Career Development and Experiential Education, 
visit moreheadstate.edu/career. 
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MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Dr. Jay Morgan announces Morehead State University Foundation sets 
fundraising records for 2022   

Morehead State University President Dr. Jay Morgan has announced fundraising 
success for the 2022 calendar year. Last year, over 4,000 donors came together to 
contribute $6.7 million in support. The previous record for calendar-year giving was 
exceeded by nearly $1 million.    

“Our Foundation is critical to the support of our students. The Foundation is continuing 
to grow thanks to the support of our generous alumni and donors,” said Dr. Morgan. 
“Our University would not be where it is today without our loyal donors who believe in 
Morehead State and want to assist our students.”   

From his first day on campus, Dr. Morgan established increasing private giving for 
student scholarships as one of the highest priorities for MSU. Since his tenure began, 
the MSU Foundation raised almost $35 million, much of it going to scholarships. This 
milestone is one Dr. Morgan attributes to the support of MSU’s alumni, corporate 
supporters, faculty and staff.    

The funds raised by the Foundation help MSU continue to serve Eastern Kentucky by 
preparing students with the career skills and experience they need to succeed.  

The MSU Foundation is a non-affiliated corporation and tax-exempt educational 
foundation designed to assist the University with financial support through privately 
funded scholarships and support. The total endowment held by the MSU Foundation is 
now valued at nearly $70 million.   
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To learn more about how the MSU Foundation helps support MSU or to make your own 
gift to assist current and future Eagles, please visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give or 
call 606-783-2033. The learn more about MSU’s inspiring fundraising campaign, watch 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKM97bgYsZc.   
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MSU plans $2.75 million Wi-Fi upgrade   

Internet speed with instant and uninterrupted access is essential for student learning 
and engagement on college campuses. Morehead State is upgrading its Wi-Fi network 
to put MSU in a class all its own for Kentucky's public universities.   

Through asset preservation funds and as part of MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan's 
campus revitalization plan, MSU will spend $2.75 million to upgrade the University's Wi-
Fi network and improve overall network access for students, faculty, staff and visitors. 
Rick Phillips (Class of 2011), chief information officer for the Office of Information 
Technology (OIT), said this is an upgrade of all 1,400 APs (Access Points) across 
campus to 6E.   

"It's actually brand new. It's been out a year or two, and no other school in Kentucky has 
done this exclusively," Phillips said. "Most schools don't replace 1,400 APs at a time. 
They just do a building here and there. It just made sense to do a big bang."   

MSU's OIT saw an uptick in connectivity issues. This led to the University taking over 
the management of its online network and surveying every structure on campus using 
heatmaps to pinpoint spots in each building where signal strength is weak or 
nonexistent and tailoring their AP placement to optimize internet across campus.   

"The previous plan just saw walls and treated it as a wall," said Marc Williams, senior 
network engineer. "We can focus on these specific issues and design around these 
specific issues and give a better design around campus."   

The replacement of the APs will begin at the end of the Spring 2023 semester and take 
about nine months, with priority given to residence halls and commonly utilized areas 
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like the Adron Doran University Center and Button Auditorium before moving on to 
administrative and academic buildings. MSU plans to improve the network at regional 
campuses and the University Farm.   

Upon completion, MSU's Wi-Fi network will comfortably support high-speed, 
uninterrupted internet access. Students will notice immediate improvements in network 
capabilities, whether utilizing multiple devices during their studies or relaxing with 
gaming and streaming services during their downtime.   

"This will be better everywhere," said David Flora (Class of 2002, 2005), project 
manager for OIT." Instructors in their office, classrooms, you name it."   

"This will set MSU up where a freshman coming in will have a great experience until 
they graduate," Phillips said. "This Wi-Fi replacement is part of an overall strategy to 
improve the networking experience at Morehead State University."   

For more information on MSU's Office of Information Technology, visit 
moreheadstate.edu/technology. 
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MSU honors Women's History Month 

Events are planned on campus to celebrate Women's History Month in March.    

An International Women's Day lunch is scheduled for Wednesday, March 8, at 11:30 
a.m. in Ballroom A of the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC). To register for the 
event, email mclemons2@moreheadstate.edu.   

On Monday, March 29, a women's march will take place at the Little Bell Tower at 4 
p.m.    

The Eagle Diversity Education Center sponsors both events. For more information 
about the center, email edec@moreehadstate.edu or call 606-783-9569.    
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Outreach employees recognized for service to region 

Two Morehead State employees were recently recognized for their service to low-
income students. 

Maria David, associate director of Talent Search, and Summer Bryant (Class of 2008), 
director of Talent Search programs, were honored at the 51st Annual Southeastern 
Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel Inc. (SAEOPP) Conference 
for their outstanding service and contributions to the TRIO movement. 

David received the Deborah Northcross Unsung Supporter Award for Kentucky. 
Recipients of this award must contribute to the state's and SAEOPP's missions and 
goals, contribute to TRIO through service at conferences and committees, and 
positively promote TRIO. 

Bryant received the SAEOPP Honors of the Executive Committee Award. This is 
SAEOPP's most prestigious award and recognizes an individual whose contributions on 
behalf of the association were instrumental in advancing the association forward. Bryant 
currently serves on the KY TRIO executive board and SAEOPP board. This past 
October, she represented MSU and the TRIO associations during an executive 
leadership institute held at Princeton University. 

Dr. Dan Connell, assistant vice president of regional education and outreach, said 
Bryant and David "are very deserving of these honors." 

"Summer Bryant and Maria David deserve the honor and recognition for their many 
contributions to the Southeastern Association of Educational Opportunity Program 
Personnel (SAEOIPP)," said Connell. "Both of them give of their time and expertise to 
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advocate for low-income and first-generation students as well as promote professional 
development for TRIO professionals in the eight-state SAEOPP region. Their 
commitment and dedication are to be commended." 

Morehead State University Talent Search serves 1,800 low-income, first-generation 
students in 12 counties in Kentucky's Appalachian region (Bath, Carter, Elliott, Greenup, 
Johnson, Lewis, Magoffin, Menifee, Morgan, Powell, Rowan & Wolfe). For more 
information regarding MSU's Talent Search program, call 606-783-2977. 

The mission of the SAEOPP is to promote and support equal educational opportunity 
and access to postsecondary education. Through professional development, 
networking, research, and advocacy, SAEOPP provides TRIO personnel and others 
with the necessary skills and techniques to ensure that the least advantaged have equal 
access to higher education. SAEOPP comprises the following eight states; Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee. 
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MSPR student awards announced 

Morehead State Public Radio (MSPR) provides opportunities for students to gain career 
skills and experience. MSPR is honoring two of those students with awards. 

Clay Wallace, a senior convergent media major from Frankfort, is the recipient of the 
2023 MSPR Outstanding Student Award and Karina Gonzalez, a senior from Mt. 
Sterling double-majoring in Spanish and Biomedical Sciences, is the recipient of the 
2023 Community Advisory Board (CAB) Student Leadership Award. 

The Outstanding Student Award is presented annually to an intern, work-study or 
volunteer student who worked at MSPR during the past year (2022). Selected by the 
MSPR staff, the recipient is chosen based on leadership, dependability, initiative, and 
personal development while performing quality work and an overall commitment to 
MSPR. 

The CAB Student Leadership Award is presented annually to an intern, work-study or 
volunteer student who worked at MSPR during the past year (2022). Selected by 
MSPR's Community Advisory Board, the recipient is chosen based on personal 
achievements, leadership, volunteerism, and campus and community involvement. 

"I congratulate Clay and Karina on their success and achievements, contributions to the 
community, and for their dedication to the mission of Morehead State Public Radio," 
said Paul Hitchcock, MSPR general manager. 

MSPR relies on student work studies, interns, and volunteers, performing various 
essential roles, including news gathering, interviewing and reporting, audio editing, 
engineering and production. 
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"WMKY offers a wide variety of hands-on opportunities in a professional and 
educational environment. We value the hard work by our student staff and their 
commitment to our listeners," added Hitchcock. 

Serving more than 20 counties throughout eastern Kentucky, southern Ohio, and 
western West Virginia, Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY) broadcasts from the 
campus of Morehead State University at 90.3FM and online at www.wmky.org. 

Additional information is available by contacting Hitchcock at 606-783-2334 or by e-mail 
at p.hitchc@moreheadstate.edu. 

 

 

### 

 

Morehead State University is a comprehensive public university located in Morehead, Kentucky. With a rich history and a 
commitment to innovation, the University's academic programs, research initiatives, and community outreach efforts are designed to 
empower students to succeed. Serving Eastern Kentucky for more than 135 years, MSU is ranked among the top public universities 
in the South by U.S. News & World Report and boasts more than 70,000 proud alumni. 

  

MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution.  

 

https://www.wmky.org/
tel:606-783-2334
mailto:p.hitchc@moreheadstate.edu

	2023-02-02a
	2023-02-02b
	2023-02-02c
	2023-02-07
	2023-02-08a
	2023-02-08b
	2023-02-13a
	2023-02-13b
	2023-02-15
	2023-02-16a
	2023-02-16b
	2023-02-17a
	2023-02-17b
	2023-02-22a
	2023-02-22b
	2023-02-24a
	2023-02-24b
	2023-02-24c
	2023-02-24d
	2023-02-27a
	2023-02-27b
	2023-02-27c
	2023-02-27d
	2023-02-27e

