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o KENTUCKIANS ASK A SPECIAL SESSION

% George Colvin, superintendent of public instruction of Kentucky, has i1
“‘sued a public statement relative to his attitude in the matter of the locatio:
®f the now normal schoois. He says that whilec Murray might have been a¢
'~"‘ lected by trickery just as Morehwad was, the choice in Western Kentucky a
lu;t is not impossible from an educational point and trom the standpoint o
; “mccessibility. -
> Yet, he says, he deplores the selection of Morehead. Saying npothin
~ about the schemings that preceded the announcement of Morehead's selec
‘tion, he treats the subject strictly from an ecducator's viewpoint. Here ar
. some of the things he says:
. "“Whaen the amendment was adopted by the House it was com-
mon gossip about the Capitol that the amendment was in the inter-
est of Morehead and Mdrray. When the members of the commission
_ were appointed, this. gossip became more insistent; people generally
guessed that the schools would pe located at Morehead and at Mur-
ray. After eight months' delay, the action of” the Normal School
38 Commission shows that the people guessed right. These werp se
. leécted In each case by a five to three vote, the three members of the
o commission appointed by the Ljeutenant-Governor refusing to vote
for either Murray or for Morehead.

“Having chosen the sites for the two normal sohool.l the Normal
School Commission Is claiming the rl@t to erect buildings, to employ
i faculties, and to prescribe-the course of study. Had the legishature
s anticipated that the commissidbn would expenc money for the erec-

, tion of buildings or the employmen;’of faculties, it seems reasonable
fj, to assume that they would have r/ehulred a proper bond of somg one
; of the commission. !

“The fact that no such bond was required indicates nther clur-
ly that it never was contemplated that thls commission would ex-
pend' moneys whether received Jrom donations or from appropria-
tions. We bellevo that this’power belongs and was Intended by the
legislature to belong to thae State Board of Education. The tressurer
of the State Board of Educatign is under bond, the chairman of the
State Board of Education Is llkewise under bond. Thus the expen-
diture of moneys whether derived from donations or appropristions
is safeguarded and protected. The courts at once ought to be ansked
to ‘interpret this law, to the end that contention may cease and that
the cause of education may not suffer further from the controversy.

“A school located at Moreheed-#ill not serve the purpose con-
templated by the SBurvey Commigsion; it will not serve the needs of
the Big Sandy Valley; neither will it serve the needs of the Ken-
tucky River Valley: it will merely be in the way at some future date
when a school will be established In the Big Sandy Valley and an- |
other in the Kentucky River Valley. Its patronags will largely come
¢ from the territory properly belim;mx to the schoo! located at Rich-

_ mg The situatlon at Murray is better. Murray {8 (n the Pur- /
i ‘olizse, though too-close to the Tennessee line; it'is neither the geo-
.+ graphic center nor the transportation center of the Purchase. Mur- - —
. ray 1s a splendid school town and there {8 @ wonderful school senti-
.~ ment in both town and county. It is possible to make 2 school lo-
& cated st Murray serve the needs of the Purchase provided the people
L i{n that section will support it.
~_ “Kentucky needs two new normal schools—needs them impere-

tively—needs them at once. With the new normal schools located

as they have been, It {s doubtful whether this peed will be served.

_ “Bducation In Kentucky inevitably will suffer for years to come

\ by reason of this situation. The people should know where to place |
¢ 3 the ‘blame.” |
~ .. The need Is pressing. The evidence of trickery is obvious. The Gover-
i}lw will do well to call the legislature into special session and ask re-consid-
*Mn of the normal school bill as amended and passed last January. It
m be repealed and the power to select a site should be placed i{n the
mor bands, those of the state board of education. The roving commission
‘mm be rebuked. The foul hand of politics in education should be equeezed

>

funtll it is withdrawn forever.

14




