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¥t. Voernon, Rockcastle cos, Kye Robert Mullias

Y/ There are seven coal mines 15 mie Se of Wits Vernon
on US 25, with coal weins from 29 to 40 in., thick. Two of hhe
mines are across the Rockcastle River from the highway, and the
coal is put aoross the river by buckets and cables, This coal
has 1ittle sulphur, less than 1 percent.

v The oldest house 'n ift. Vernon was duilt in 1310 by
Stew Langford, and was & hotel during the stage-~coach duysa |
It is free to the public. It is located on Route 160 in Lit,
Veruo, opposite tine court house. Steve Langford was the
First to settle iitas Vernona

V/ The battle of Camp Wild Cut was tought on Wild Cat
Mountain, 4 mie Se We of Livingsto., Kye The mountain is 5 mi,
long, aud about 1 mi, widea The lookout tow:r end ladder still
remain on the battle fipld. The battle was fought in October

1861, Tha +trenches are about 4 ft. deep, and about 2 mi, long.
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have got out had it not been for Mrs, Baker, She recmembered that it

had been raining outside and that all of thelr fret had been extrenely
rmuddy when they entered, Getting dcum on her hands ard knees and feeling
over the cave's dry floor, she located small pieces of yet nud which had
fallen from their feet and in this manner backtracked to the entrance.

Although the country surrounding was sparsely settled at that time,
word of this dlscovery reached the ears of a Dr, Broun of Lexington
who, on exploring the cave, fOund it to contain a rich deposit of
nltrous earth then known as Ypeter dirt, a substance used to rake
saltpeter which, in turn, is used to ma ke gunpowder,

Exclited over his find and in the hopes of developing an important
industry in IKentucky, Dr. Brown immediately got oun his horse and rode
to Philadelphia, where he revealed mews of his and Baker's discovery
to the Philosophical Society of fcerica, which was founded by Benjaoin
Fraoklin; and sought its aid in developing this cave into a saltpeter
rine, That Dr. Brown was at least partially successful on this trip
is to be seen in old records now in the possession of John Lair of
Renfro Valley, which revealed thzt for several years afterward, salt-
peter was sent to Philadelphia by boat and packhorse to be turmed into
gunpouder, Gunpowder, made from saitpeter mined in this cave in Rock-
castle County, was used in three wars - The War of 1812, The Mexican
War, and the Yzr Between the Stales.

This cave, which enters the mountain on one side and winds around to ccme
out on the other side, and whick is approximately one-half mile in lensth
aad 1,000 feet underground, still contains many evidences of the mining
operation which was carried on for mearly three-quarters of a century.
Well preserved wooden conduits wsed to carry the saltpeter outside where
it was further refined by boilirg, still exists,

The Great Saltpeter Cave also catains many ratural wonders. There's
the “Frozen Cascade” vhich appeers as a waterfall of rock; "Devil's
Race) a long narrow winding corridor of grotesque fcrmations; a water-
fall a spring and nuoerous other matural curlosities foxmed long ago
by the action of water on limestone, At places, the cavern narrcws for
short distances to open up Into gymnasivm-sized rooms with tremendous
domes where sounds echo aad re-echo in weird and spectacular reverber=-
ations, This grzat cave, with a constant temperature of 64 degrees
and always filled with pure frest alr, frez from dust and dampmess,
has been used for church meetings, square dances, and meetings of
fraternal organizations. Another section of the cave mear the spring
once sheltered a moonshine still, Close ty it is a pit called the
“olg pen", where hogs were kept and fed or mash from the still.

The cave also has its fair share of legends, including tales of murder,
ghosts and high adventure, Although it ha: been known about 155 years
and frequently used and visited over this expanse of time, much of it
still remains unexplored, WNot many people have the courage to take
off the main passageway to probe narrow corridors such as "booger
branch” and others which lead off into darlness so thick it can alcost
be cut with a krife,
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