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gning himself “A Lover of

! r’c but also of Truth,” chale
3 Jeged

}f? ‘statements made by tha
T felating 2 the intelligence and cule

of Fay:etie Gounty, citizenry, and wen§
tar &y {3 question’ whether therg 14
v spot in Kentucky where the citizeng

{7} ds well educated bs thoss of New.

ﬁlgﬁpd, whether education. Ig valued aﬁQ

orked for by Kentucklans gs it iy by,

ew Englanders and Vesterners, and
gmong other things asked what Xentuck«
{an Jas a natlonal reputation today.

This challenge was first to Fayetid
county, Since no citizen has seen fit to

er for his county, surely & Ken«
uckian may with propriety answer for
tho Btate, '

§ &m’'not one of those Xentucklans, lef
Yio say, who belleve in flaring up every,
tima it i3 asserted that Kentucky does
not axcel In everything under the sun. We
txcel In some things and In others we ars
deplorably behind. Let us face the facts

- and acknowledge the truth. 1t will be the
first step toward removing our deficlens
tles, At the same time, let us' continue
{0 present the excellencles of our people
that all lovers of Kentucklang and also of
truth may appreciattus and acknowledge
the things In which we are superion

There are spots of culture, many col«
lege-bred men and some Sne old homes In
Fayette county. It has much wealth and
excellent roads, two evidences of culture
and thiift, On the other hand, its school
aftendance is low, itg\1lliteracy higher
than the average for the State, and tu-«

- berculosis morc prevalent than in any,
other county i{n Xentucky. It is thot the

-

history of cultured peaple that they per= -
mit dlsease to sptead and learning to-

die out In their midst

- New Englarid’s Advaniages.

New England has the'advantage of car«
ller settlement and closer proximity to the
older clvillzations of Europe, It 1s so
dotted with colleges that the youth of that
peetlon have easy access to their hatla.
New Enpgland has more great scholarg
than has Xentucky. That we are bound
to admit. “New England started,” says
Bhaler, “with an educated clergy and
bar.” To eay that the scholarship on the
average of any of the newer states, South
or West, measures up to the scholarship
of New England would, perhaps, not bo
true. Culture, however, I3 not to be
learned altogether from bocks., One defl«
nif{lon of culture i3 “refinement of man-
ners and taste.”” In my opinlon, this defl-
nition of it is Webster's best. 1t Is possi-
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15 {0 Be scholarly and yet not be cultured.

entucklans excel in easa and grace of .
manner &5° much ps the people of New
England excel fn scholarship, I do’not
bellevg that.any fair-minded citizen of

New England or the West would assume

that the r Deople can' equal Kentucklans
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vomimén kchools. Whenever. the question
¢ extending education has been submite
ed to the people of Kentucky fcr a vots,
it has carrled by ad overwhelming majoria

ty. We do not spend as much as do thd

western atates for education, but that 1s
not that the people desire to be niggarda

when ® comes to soclal case and grace, “Jy with thelr schools, but that the polls

The bookstores of Lexington may not
have In stock any but works of fiction and
text-books, but 1s It not a fact that In._

ticlans, .who are Kentucky's curse, have
held the purse strings. Kentucky started
the campalgn to wipe out lillteracy which

towns the size of Lexington, and espe« .13 now beingadopted by .the other states.

clally -thosa in.clese touch with’ the great
book markets of the country, books are
ordered as required and not kept on the

‘shelf? Also, has Lexington not a public

Ubrary, which 1s unusually adequate?

" What Our Clubs Are Meaning.

In clubs in Kentucky and In clubs East
and West thers are men -who discuss
nothing but politics and businesa. There

‘are clubs In Kentucky, howover, whera

history, art, world problems and philos«

ophy'areo discussed, Without making In«

vestigation on the subject, one frequently,

hears of such discussions in these cluba,.
Within the last few days I bave heard a

librarlan commen{ on the comprehensive .
toplcs discussed In a men’s club in Cena

tral Kentucky, which draws on the libra«

vy In her charge. Also, In a sermon a

short tlme agd, I heard a minister say

that hils theme bad been suggested by a

discussion he heard among =ome men &

few days befora In their elub, The sube

Ject they had discussed was, “What was

the dynami¢ force which caused Christ

to rise from the dead?”

The best source of information we hava
as to the intelligence £nd culture of rural
Hentucky Is the Kentucky Library Com«
mission. ‘This commlission caters to the
rural population, mainly, and especlally,
to those who have not access to a pub-
li¢ lbrary gnd who have no libraries of -
thelr own., This commission, I ain In-
formed, has never made an effort toward
bullding up a well-rounded collection, but
has only purchased books to fill the dec-

mands. In looking over ti§s collectlon, -

one finds it strong In history of all coun=
tries, In lterature, including the classies,

criticism and drama, in flne arts and muae

slc, soclology, religlon, useful arts and
philesophy.
Politicians Kentucky's Curse.
Kentucky hasg its illiterates and New
England l}s immlgrants, which lower tha
clvilizatlon of both, New England's conw -

cern is for hlgher education, Kentucky® -

concern I1s that all of her péople shall re«
celve -some education, even though few
become scholarly. Kentucky was the first
state In the unfon to establish a system of

It i3 doubtful if in any New England
state as many men could be Induced to
travel over-the state, as Kentucky’s pub«
3ic men have done, at their own expenss,
campaigning for education, or if 2s many’
teachers could be enllsted to. teach the
immigrants voluntarlly as Xentucky's
teachers have been teaching- the illiter«
ates for some five years past. *“The same
gpirit. which:led those buckskin ploneérs
to found libraries and colleges io encour~
age the arts” led Kentuckians to wage the
cruside to teach éevery man and woman
to read and write.

There is not only one but many Ken.
tuckizans today who have natlonal famc.
There {s 'a remark golng the rounds, and
quite too popular among Xentuckiang
themselves, that *Kentucky iz no longer
producing great men.” This 1s absolutely
untruze, Thero are more Kentuckians In
positions of. leadership teday than at any
time in its history. Keptucky 13 not pro«
ducing them altogether for Congress as
she once 414, but is contributing men to
every line of useful endeavor. There was
a time when the Kentucky Legislature hal
in it more brilliant men than could be
found In the Natlonal Congress, Few
states have ever at one time produced

ayette -

such a group of statesmen, and perhaps-

it 1s not given to any state to twico pros
duce such a group. *
‘Great Kentuckians of Today.

Kentucky has not recently given fo
Congress a 'Clay, & DBreckinridge, or a
Carlisle, 1t Is sald. But she hag glven to
it & Swager Sherley, whose work as chilre
man of the Appropriatlions Commitiee hasg
been & monumental one, and of whom
Mark Sulllvan,.edlitor ‘of Colller’s, recent-
ly wrote as one of the threa ablest men
in Congress, whose deliberatlons on the
floor of the House, {f published, woulld
make the greatest parliamentary guldo
in the world. As speaker of the Housoe of
Representatives, it has glven Champ Clark
to preside. Kentucky is the only state
that furnishes two Justices of the Supremao
Court of the Unlied States, Justice Bran-
dels pnd Justice McReynolds both belng
native rons. It it is In the medical pro-
fesslon you seek famous men, Dr. Simon

Flexner- and his brother, D,
Flexner, are In the front ranic
nalist, Henry Watterson
all. What author 1n A

Abrah'an‘
AS 8 Jo Uy
eclipacg them

merfca  ex
James Lane' Allen for classie I-:ngucceti;

,What poet I3 more renowned than oy

own Cale Young Rice? To
Kentucky gave Enla Yandall;
Ing, Duveneck, the Covlngton arti=t; ¢
muslic, Riccardo Martin, the faraoug iIo y
kinsville tenor; to the ftage, Afary Am
derson, who, though retired, rtccntr;;

played withk her same old cha '
goldiers in London, 0 the

Among theafrical producers, I
leads off with Mare Klaw, of Klaw.py
langer, and with D.-W. Griffith, the grea;.
est of moving plcture producers, Among
edllors, George C. Lorimer, edltor ot lh;
Saturday Evenlng Yost, and Charleg
Hanson™ Towne represcnt tha Bluegrasy
State. Among college prestdents, nope Is
better known than Dr. William Goodqll
Frost,l of Berea. In the busincss worl),
Walker D. Hines, of Bowllng Green, heady
the nation's rallroad administration. Irviy
Cobl, of Iaducah, s America's greateu‘t
humorlst. Admiral Rodman, ot Frankror‘t,
13 one of the shining lights of the Ameriy
*can navy, As a diplomat at a tryieg pog
during the world’s greatest erlsis we cay
point with pride-to Dav!d I, Francis, Am.
bassador to Russla, Kentucky womeq
_rank equal with her men. When g
\Women'’s Chrlstian Temperance Unlon,
the National American Woman's Suffragy
Assoclatlon and the National Tenytlican
Commlttee recently looked over the fortya
eight states to chooso seven women fop
thelr executive boards, each chose 0 WOy
an from Kentucky.

437 Famous Children,

One could go on to consideralile lencth,
for Kentucky Is the Yirthplace of fuu;
hundred and thirty-seven perscns of dis-
tinction. -About half of these have Eung
where, thelr careers ecalled them, and the
other half havoe remalncd at home, Ver.
mwont has three hundred and thlrty-¢izht
disiinguished clizens, and only one¢ hune
dred and ten of them reside in Vermont,
New IHampshlre has produccd three hune
dred and forty-seven and all Lut one hune
dred and eighty-two of them have cmfq
grated. Xentucky is no excepilon when
it comes to glving up her famous ones 1a
the wider flelds that call thenu 1Had Callle
Curcl remained In IMaly, America would
not know her today.

YWhat Kentucklans have to be ashamed
of 13 not that they have no cnlture nor
that the State has ccascd to produce Uille
llant men, but rather that some nien of
guch stock In such a State have Leen de
rrived of education.

Eculpture'
to palft.

(‘nlucky.



