100,000 KENTUCKY ILLTERATES -~
" ARE TAUGHT BY 5000 VOLUNTEERS

FRANKFORT, KY, Dec, 27.—"The
fargest contribution ever mnde to any
cause in Kentucky by any profosgion

or organizntion was the contribution

by 6,000 public school teachers to the
servicos of the State commission tor
oradloation of {lliteracy,” sald State
Inapector and Examinor Nat B. Sewsll
in a report on tho Kentuoky illiteracy
Commission, the pioneer organized
agoncy for oradlcation of {lliteracy,
covering the perlod of its existence
since 1914, whon it was created with-
out appropriation, filed with Ciovernor
Stanley yesterday, _ '

“It was the first commission of its
kind In the world,'”satd Mr. Sewaell.

“The movoment which led to tne
astablishment of the comumlssion had
its origin In Rowan county. In Sep-
tember, 1911, Mrs Cora Wilson Stew-
art, thon superintendent of:schools. In’
Rowan, started a movement to teach
adult {lliteratos in her home county.

“A few publlc school teachers vol.
unteerod to assist: These schools were
called ‘Moonlight Schools’ hscause toe
termg were begun at a time when the
light of the moon would faciMtate
traveling to and from the school! build.
ings or homes {n which classes met,

New Light Dawns

‘““The novelty of this new movement
In education in the Kentucky moun.
talng soon attracted widespread at-
tention and progressive citizens and
gchool people bogan to see n new light
for the future. They turned to the
county superintondent of the little
mountain county for infornation,

“In 1912 elght other counties had
organlzed schools for f{lliterates, and
ln 1913 there  were twenty-five coun-
tles, besldes a number In other States,

“In february, 1914, the (Geperal As.
sombly created the Kentugky Illiteracy
Commisslon as a department of State,
the function of which was to eradicute
adult {tlteracy.

“Under the law no member of the
commission is entitled to salary, but
all are entltled to thelr necessary ex-
ponges, n nem‘ly flve Yoars two mem-

]1bers never have had any expenses re-

funded aund tho other two were re-
muneratod only for o small part ot
tho expenses incurred by them, .

“No finer oxampla of unselfish de-
votlon to any Kentteky cause,”” he
says, “evar hag beon shown than the
ungrudging work dons by -public
school teachers, who volunteered in
this service, ‘

. . 8,000 Volunteer Teacliars

“The number of volunteer teachers
has Increased from 4,000 to 6,000 this
year, It i{s estimated that at varlous
timog 10,000 moonlight schools have
beon conducted {n tho State.

“Had these volunteer teachers re.
celved only $1 an evening, their con-
tributlon would amount to over a halt
miltion dollars, the largost contribu.
tlon over made by any professlon or
organlzation to any public cause in
Kentucky,

“In 1916 the work of the commission
had been carried into every part of
the State and the work done in the
noonlight schools In teaching illiter-
ates and cultlvating a stron\g,school
gplvit had so impressed the school
pooplo and legislators that ail appro-
priation of $5,000 annually fors the
maintenance of the commission was
muado for the period oxtending to the
next scegion,

“At tho sesslon of the General As.
sombly in 1018 the annual appropria-
tlon was increased from  $5,000 to
$23,000 untiy 1920 " .

100,000 illiterates Taught

Following this the organization ox-
panded and half the counties of the
State were organizod with a (lold
agent {n charge and 100,000 illterates
have heen taught, at least the rudi-
monts, . ,

By tho census voport this leaves
100,000 {Hliterates fu Keutucky, but the
Statewido organlzation and the gentt
mont croatod mako the task more slw-
plo gthan the redemption of tho first

1010,%!)0 from {gnorance, .
Tow the spleit of the moonlight

gchool has spread thrucut the nation
from its heginning in Rowan couuty
Is swmmed up in tho statoment that
o dozon Stutes now ard vieing with

one another for the eradication of .

‘has almost recoveted from the effects,

1hoen for noarly sixty years.

o 4
oracy by 1920, the time 'seét for the
consumnation {n Kentucky, . .

During the last year's campaign spe-
clal attentlon was given to the instruc.
tlon of soldiers and thelr families &nd
the army authorities took up the work
{n-cantonments at the suggostion ot
Mag, Stewart, who {8 chairman of the
commigsion, and has been devatjng her
whole time and energigs to the. work,
She also is head of the Natlonal Com-
mission, . ' . o

The commigsion is congratulated in
tho report on its economplerl expendi-
ture of the funds appfoptiated and
moderato‘expense'acconnts.

CLARK COUNTY

WINCHBESTER, KY. Dec, 27.--Dr.
M. S, Browne has withdrawn his res-
ignation as member of the councll
from the  Third .ward, Dr. Browno
and C. B, George resigned from the/
counci] rocantly, sotting forth as their
ronsons that they could ‘mot consclen-
tlously he' parties to the letting of a
contract to the” presetit water com:

pany, _
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Cecil Blkin, of the U. 8. Marines,}

has returned from abtroad. Elkin was
wounded twice and gassed twice, but

Hoe wans among the first locil boys to |
arrlve in France, and-has had fiany
thrilling experiences there, He has a

number of Huns to lils credit, '
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The marriage of Miss Ellen Hughes
to Mr. Ollle Tolin was solemnized. on
Christmas day at the Irst Christlan
church, the ceremony heing pertormed

by the pastor, Dr J, H, MacNelll,
ook ok ok % ow

Claude Bean, sou of Mr. and Mrs.
Matt Bean, of this clty, who was ro-
ported killed, is safe and well, Thls
news was conveyed {n a lotter to thej
fumily of Rankin Cornett, wagoner,
which was written Nov, 15, He said:
“Boan {g still with me, and wo are fine
frionds. He is as anxlous,as 1 to got

back to-the States.”
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Tommie Brinegar, aged about 35,
dled after a long illness, ’

MERCER COUNTY

HARRODSBURG, KY., Dec 27—~
B. Carpeunter, while sawing a log- of
a glant onk on thw old Perryville bat
tlofleld, found a musket ball embédded
in the heart of the log, whero it -hud

N .

Tieut. J. 1. Whittenburg, of Louls-|
ville, wag here investigating the influ.|.
enza conditions {n this jocality for the
State Boargd of Health, Lapt week the
city appointed a health tmspector and
Dr. Whittenburg  recommended that
the county also have a similar official.
It ts probahle that Gounty Farm Agent
Gentry will ho named, ag he traverses
tha county dally, He found flu eondi:
tlong here protty bad} but not as bad|
as ho expected.
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Miss Lillie Doyle.and Mr, Charles
White wero married by the Rtev, T. H. |
Athey at the home of Mr. and Mrs, J.
W. Bland. ’ . A
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The Hon. Leroy Banta, who has|
hoen taking spceial training in New
York for overseas Y. M. C. A, sérvice, |
kas heon released and returned here

BOY AND GIRL ARE
* "ACCUSED OF ROBBERY

RICHMOND, KY., Dec. 27.~Wl{lllam
Lynch, aged 21, and Bettio Rollins, a
17-vear-old girl of Estlll county, are {n’|
jafl hero charged by federal officers
with having broken inlo the postoffice
at Old Landing, L.ee county.

MThey were held in $400 bond by U,
8, Commissionor W, C. Bennett, which
they weré unable to give. Deputy
yiavshal T, M. Elllott, of Hstill made
tho arrest and {t is a'leged found
goods which wero identiflad by Post.
masier B, I, Griffin as belonging to
his slore in which the postoffice is con-
ducted, In their posgession,

TAX RATE REDUCED A CENT

LOUISVILLE, Dee. 27~Tho city
tax rate for 1919 has heen placed at
$1.82, a reduction of one cent,
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