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HE GREAT PURPOSE
F TE NEWSPAPER

Mrs, Cora Wilson Stewart of
Morehead Tells What the
Mountain Editors Are Doing
and Appeals To State Press

To Make Crusade Against

lgnoranoe.
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SAYS EVERY PAPER
MUST HAVE A MISSION

L

wpho Misslon of the Newspapor to
the Community,” wis the subject dlg-
cissod at tho Pross Assoclation meets
g Mondny by Mra, Corg Wilson
glowart, oditor ot the Mountalnoor, at
Morehead, Men. Stowart's addross was
thoughttul und earnest and plonded § v
the united support of tho Stute editors
i, the promotion of Hducation, S8he
‘Tt & vory ploaslng mannor and a fund
of humor and those who heard the ade
dress found {t most Intovesting, Mrs,
Slewart sald;

Fvery noewspapar worthy of the
namo has some clearly detined polley,
gomo thingys for which (t stands, and
which f{t advocates vigorously and
conslstontly, some aim higher than
the more purvoying of nows tor finan«
olal galn,  Tho nowspaper without a
policy has no right to existence,

‘[t |4 Important to remomber, fivat,
that the nowwspaper o the roproso.s
tativo ot the people of the community
in which 1t oxists and by whowm [t s
gupported, It {8 supposed to vepresnnt
thele vinws, to rofloct tholr idealy, to
chronlele thelr activitios and to be the
moasure of thelr standard of wmorallty,
Intelligoncy and pride, an index to thely
gondition ot theift and prosrens

“dome communities would doubtions
roRent this statemont ad o go0r't of slune
der, and would declare that thely stond.
ard of Intelligonco was much highey
than the choap, gossipy shoot which
menatos from them would {ndicute,
Then, { hapa that I may escapo the
charge of trenson by the oratt, and of
insolence hy the peoplo of such come
munition, 1€ [ say tihat thono who por.
mit & choap and undesirable sheat to bo
published In thelr communlity, without
making any effort to correct the evll,
eithor by the process of hinprovemont or
oliminaticn, are Justly punished when
the entlmate placed upon them ly oqual
only to such an Inferior ptblication,
“Sineo the Mountainoor camo under
the prosont manngemant o few montho
ago, wo ave not parading news of mur-

progrens, honors, achiovemonts and

thakls of tho formor clags of ovonty to
mike o nowapaper, wo Wro not (n tie
mvapapor business and have never

o In {8, ang never ahall be,

“Pormit me to say that In no 490«
tlon of the Stuto is thero o more c¢on-
distent o1 concerted oftort on the patt
of Journalists to emphasize tho things
of ronl value and to ignore tho un-
mportant  and  undesivable  things
than thoroe I8 among tho editors of tho
moyntaln newspapors In thig present
440, All that wo may hops for ouls
galvey In this offort is that we moune-
alneors may prove ourselves as vallant

and np poworful with the pon a8 the
world has glven us crodit for bolng

ask of the publio is that tt will bo us
improssionable to every stroke of the
miuntainecotr's pen &8 It has ever been
to avery thrunt of his sword,

“Roalizing that the polloy which we
have outitned for our pubtleation may
not be aceoptablo or adaptabls to ull,
 seomy nocessary to outling a getns
#ral polley, which wo heliovo to be more
or lows adaptable to any nowspipol,
Every nowspuper, which fulfilly its mid.
slon, 1w an oducator, o reformer and o
misslonary, It tts policles be wiso ana
ls purposon he right, tt will supplo-
mony the work of tho scitools and the
coflogoy, ang will complote the work
which they have begun; 1f 1t8 Influonoe
{8 woak or pornicious, it will undo,
I & large moasure, the work whlch
thay have undertaken, through yonrs
of tralnlng, to aatablivh,

“Stnco all mohools ave ' but tho pro-
paratory departmonts to this gront uni.

mogt Injudiclous for tho newspapoer to
gnore anything In tho lne ot ocduch.
tional offort oy educational progross,
A hut the part of wiadam Cor thom to
tostar L gohool and to promoto ovory.
thing which will advance tho Interasta
of the mchool, and that newspapoet
which blindly tgnoves cducational ot-
trlew and olowens Ith columng to school
bfeuronces Is foollshly cutting oft tts
¥n souren of strength and sustonanes,

“I hellove, In fact, that, flrst of all,
W 1s the mission of the nowapaper to
Slrengthan ang supplomont the work ot
the sohool, Newapapor mon and women
Ate coming to renlldo this moro ana
More and the hest nowspuapora In tho
ftate anit nation are glving duo prome-
Inonge to aducational aftairs, The ro.
it may bo primarily to the schools
And school organtantions, but ultimato.
Iy they muast be highly profitable to the
Réwapapor,

“An (nutance of the advancement ol
tueation by the prows Is the groat ald
And asalutanco which o fow of the
Méwapapoars in the State have glven to
.h° work of ostablishing moonlight
chools for the tonching of adult {liit-
atoy, ’

Newaspapers an 8chool Toxt,
henn aohools wore sturtod (n o
Mountain county, wnd o nowspapor
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WAS vory properly used as a veading
toxt, and 1t has been largely through
Newspapor exploltation and advocacy
that this dystom has gpreud to various
burts of the State ancd to othor Statoes,
It overy newspaper in Kentucky would
sound the doath-knell of Kontucky's
Miteracy, and woulq onrnostly advos
onto the tewohing of all adults so af-
flletod, the census of 1020 would show
Our 8tate ag occupying an entiroly daif-
foront position In the scule of lterwcy
to thot whloh it at present ocouples,
and tiost of that groat army of 208,«
034 untutored Kentucklans would be-
come patrons and roaderg of our papers,

“Che vollef of Llliterates may bLe o
sort of philanthropy for some, but to.
those who are enguged in producing o
papor for o reading piubllo, to apsist this
anuso 18 but o matter of good business,
Eduecation 1s strietly within our pro-
vince to advoeate and to advance., I am
flad that Prealdent I'rost, of Borea
College, has loarned that the newsa
paper {8 tho greatest of nll educators,
and that he has become the editor of
the Cltizen, & wookly newspaper.

“Ihe wlgslon of the newspaper, ih
fineg, Is not to purvey more neows, or
to pander to idle curiosity, or to be a
metre modlum or barter and exchange,
but, as wo see it, {ts mission ls to edu.
cato, to elevato, to develop and to ex-
ploit the community, and, there I8 no
highoy calling, no move noble or bene-~
fictal or righteous work than editing a
nowspupot, If it be edlted with these

{denls and purposes in mind.”
|




	1913-12-30aaLHL
	1913-12-30aLHL

