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BLUE GRASS COUNTIES TARE NOTICE.

We publish in other columns todey a repori by Mr. T. J. Coates, tho
State Supervisor of Rural Schools in Kentucky, of work dons in Rowan
county, that is to ns as interesting and Inspiring as anything we have
heard of In late years in the educational field in our State.

A lew years back a School Improvement Yeague was organized In
Rowan county, among the first of those to which a member of tho Educa-
tion Committee of the Federation of Women's Clubs went as organizer.
Rowan county had at that time a most competent and devoted Superintend-
ent of Schools, Miss Lydx Messer. The work there was taker up with en-
thuslasm by the mext Superintendent, and the first Impetus has gathered
more and more under Mrs. Cora Wilson Stewart, whese unusual ability was
acknowledged last summer by the Kentueky Educaticnal Association when
it elected her President.

Rowan county has been domng two things In 1ts public schools which if
we should propose doing in the wealthy county of Fayette our tax payers
would raise up their hands in hely horror. It has been carrying on brief
courses in the different schools in domestic selence and elementary agricul-
ture under Miss 3linerva Collins, a graduate of the State University and a
native of Knott county, who came from the Hindman School to work her
way through the State University. She gives a ceriain amount of mstruo
ficn in the school buildings, which are as yet without eguipment, and then
goes Into the homes for practical instruction. At the time the Supervisor
makes his report seventy-ive girls had already been given the subject of
bread-making and sixty boys lessons in agricalture. *I Lope,” says the Super-
11501, “this ia the beginning of a great movement; for surely young peoaple
ought to be taught the best way to do those things they are going to do all
{heir llves.” With this brave beginning made almest without funds, it is
safo to say that there will soon be a number of rural echools in Rowan
county with eguipment for systematic domestic science and with school

gardens,

The second experiment seems even more striking and orizinal when
apphed to rural conditions. Night schools bave been organized, in which
persons over—sometimes much over—school age, desining to get an ele-
mentary education, are bemng taught. At the time of the Supervisor's vis!
there was reported to him a total enrollment in these night schools of 434,
the ages of those attending being between eighieen and eighty-six. The
Superintendent adds, “'I havs since learned that the number enrclled in the
county ia something over one thousand.”

Moreover, the enrollment and attendance in the day tschools is phe
romenal. In almost all districis every child given in the census is enrolled.
Where any are out the teacher krows who they are and why they are out,
an(l in some districts more than the census shows are enrolled. The cen-
sus total i 813; the enrollment §55. As Mr. Coates says: “With more chil-
dren in the schools than the census shows and over 1,000 grown people
golng to school at night it looks as If the teachers and people are speedily
golng to win in their avowed dotermination to banish 1iliteracy from Rowan
county.”



