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In 1987, Mr. Still was chosen to receive Morehead State University's first Appalachian Treasure Award. A portrait, commis­
sioned by the Library to commemorate the occasion, was painted by regional artist Sam McKinney and hangs in the Still 
Room alongside his many other honors. 

The James Still Room at Morehead State 
University's Camden-Carroll Library houses books, 
manuscripts, photographs, and memorabilia collected 
by Mr. Still during his long and distinguished literary 
career. 

Books written by Mr. Still are displayed alongside 
autographed copies of works presented to him by 
Katherine Anne Porter, Carson McCullers, Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings, and several other of his associates. 
Manuscript materials include typescripts of Mr. Still' s 
short stories and poems, and hand-written correspon­
dence and notebooks of his field work as a Knott 
County social worker in the 1930's. Photographs of 
his family and friends, his military service in North 
Africa, and his travels throughout the world comple­
ment the written records. 

Other items in the collection include two Jethro 
Amburgey dulcimers; a wall-hanging presented to the 
Library on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the publication of Mr. Still's great novel River of Earth; 
souvenirs of his travels; and dozens of plaques, 
certificates, and other awards which attest to Mr. 
Still's enormous and continuing contribution to 
literature and to the Appalachian region. 

Mr. Still's association with Morehead State dates 
back to 1952, when he participated in the first writer's 
workshop held at the school, which was then a 
teacher's college. His involvement with the workshop 
continued, and in 1961 he joined the school's faculty; 
he remained on the faculty until 1970. 

The James Still Room was established as the 
repository for Mr. Still's papers, and was dedicated 
October 12, 1961, with Harriet Arnow delivering the 
address. The Still Room was rededicated in 1978 
when the tower addition to the library was completed 
and the library's Special Collections Department was 
relocated. · 

The James Still Room, and Camden-Carroll 
Library's other Special Collections, are open to the 
public Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m., and Tuesday evenings from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m. 

For more information about the James Still Collection, 
please write or call: 

Special Collections Department 
Camden-Carroll Library 

Morehead State University 
Morehead, KY 40351 

(606) 783-2829 
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Works by James Still 

1937 Hounds on the Mountain, Viking Press 
1940 River of Earth, Viking Press 
1941 On Troublesome Creek, Viking Press 
1974 Way Down Yonder on Troublesome Creek: 

Appalachian Riddles and Rusties, G.P. 
Putnam's Sons 

1975 The Wolfpen Rusties: Appalachian Riddles 
and Gee-Haw Whimmy-Diddles, G.P. 
Putnam's Sons 

1976 Pattern of a Man and Other Stories, Gnomon 
Press 

1977 Sporty Creek: A Novel about an Appalachian 
Boyhood, G.P. Putnam's Sons 

1977 Jack and the Wonder Beans, G.P. Putnam's 
Sons 

1977 River of Earth, University Press of Kentucky 
1981 The Run/or the Elbertas, University Press of 

Kentucky 
1983 River of Earth: The Poem and Other Poems, 

King Library Press 
1986 The Wolfpen Poems, Berea College Press 
1989 Rusties and Riddles and Gee-Haw Whimmy-

Diddles, University Press of Kentucky 
1991 The Wolfpen Notebooks: A Record of 

Appalachian Life, University Press of 
Kentucky 

1992 Heritage, June Appal Recordings 
1995 Jack and the Wonder Beans, University Press 

of Kentucky 

Cover photographic credits clockwise from top left: Lincoln Memorial 
University, Hindman Settlement School , Dean Cadle, Dean Cadle, 
Morehead State University, Dean Cadle. Inside photograph of Sam 
McKinney portrait by Eric Shindelbower. 
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James-.St'iU. Ro.om.-· -~tj •·Ll'brary 
HOUses-Mementos Of AUthOr. 

. . By Carol; Federspiel · l:fr~er . _b~~kcas e #is foun.d. he
0:re; It . 

.. On :Ocr: U, J 961. : an · addition was tonfiiins :·not only several ofhis books,. 
d edicated to the Johnson Camden but also :pertmhcals which hav.e. pub;., 
Library, the J.ames. StiU-Room .. Many lished his• works . . . His .wri:tings have· 
students on campus today have never appeared ·in· severat.·famous ~iterary· 
heard of this roon and ·few have been collecti ons·. · · 
insichdt. · · · · Still finds much of_his . (ict1on re-

. As . you enter the library, turn right. printed in textbooks for •both coll~ges 
Two ·,doors down . is the qoot .to this and high schools. Many of his short 
room, . named for the famous author stories have appea·red in . books ··or 
who is a member of the · University psychiatry. such as ,..Tbe . World cif 

· English facufry. · · ·. · _.. . . Psychoanaly~•isl' and "The World . 
. T he libraria•n comes ·co unlock the Within.'' 

door. . You enter the room,and ·first He · not only has many of his own . 
notice ·t-wo large stringed'instruments · works, but · proudly displays . aufo-· · 

~hanging from the walls . .. One is graphed books of other famous writ-' 
of dark: wood; the other 1s: light. ers, as William Faulkner's "Barn 
They are ·duld mers, handmade by Burning," (lild Katherjne Anne Pot-
Jethro . Amburgey, an old friend of ter' s "Flowering Judas." 
Stilf's . . . Above this bookcase is a Literary 

Below. the dulcime rs is an old un·- Map of Kentucky showing .pjctµr es 
varnished wooden desk. · Si tting· in a 9f . the famou s men of ··.the state. 
wicker ·chair at this des k, Still wrote Still is de picted · here as a school . 

·most of hi s nov.e l~ ~' River of earth," ·reacher. · . . .. 
•·· ' ' Hound s· on the Mountain'' and " On Not all of James St ill's·accotnplish-

T roubte som e Cr eek" s hort s tori es ments are displayed in t his ro0m. 
an·d poems. . . . . . Thr oug hout the years he has r e -

On top•, of the desk, ·ac "·figh t, is c e ived many awards: 
a black leather-back album of clip- In 1937, he received.the Publishers ' 
p ings· fro m , news papers throughout Fellowship·; in 1939.; T he 0. Henry 

·the countTY, te lling of his life and Memorial Prize for s hort .story. · Jn 
works. At left is a brown albu m the years that followed, he r ecei ved 
with m or e clippings . On top of this the award of the· Amedcan Academy 
alhu m. is a s mall brown cerami c of Art s and Letters and two Fellow-
.pitcher containing s ix used pe nci ls , s hip Guggenheum Foundation Awards. 
and a hand made nail which ca me StHl is at the present the ·only 
from "h is log home. . . M.S .U. English · teacher without · a 

Be low the desk is a handwoven wil- Ph . D. who teaches graduat'e courses . · 
low ba s ket fill ed with crumpled papers He is s tiH writing, although his 
such as an auth or mig ht di scardf rom ti me is ·now limi ted, . and .is widely 
his early effort s _. · r ecognize d as , a .. significanJ writer 

In -f ront of this d1::s lc is a glass of this era. Last year· he recei'l!;;!d . 
ca se containing Stj'li's three nove ls, the Mice ~lyod CoHege Poetry award. 

r:, .. . 

-~. 
·.:' 

•.• • ""•.'.·r 

.· .·: 

the · o rginal manus cript -of "River At present, three writers are pre-
of Earth " a nd lette rs from the At- ·paring a book about him and his wti,t- JAM ES STiLL R001'k in ·the Johnson Camden 
!antic -M'onrhly comme nding,,,-him on ings . A section of .this· book •Will / the m ~mentos and work·s of author James s·til. 

·• som e . poem s . Th~r ~ are also two S_OOI) appear in the "Yale. Review." and associate. profe ssor· of English at Morehead. 
awards he r~: the R'us-\t,..) t'iirn~ Medal, ., · F,::;;;;;====;;;;;;:====;;;;;;====~==.====a;;;;;;;a==;;;;;;;;==;;;;;;;:;=":'."'...,'"""'"'""..,.."'!""-
which he received in 1~28, ··and the / 
Southern Authors' Aw'atd ·of 1940 . 

· During hi s ear li er year:s, · Sti ll 
worked for the F cde ral E me rgency 
Relief Association . One of his case 
books ·wa s us ed · in • his writing of 
"River of E:.a rth". It is found here. 
The other items are three coins, one 
of whi c h is ah old Roman coi.n, dating 

'' . back to ~he c ·aesars .-
On the rfght·. si.de of fhe room is 

a bookcase with -a g lass front. In 
this you find _several gold weights · 
f r.om a · king's treas ury of ancil=!nt-

. times . Visiting Egypt, . Stitl. came . 
ac ross . these-• weights, of wJi,ic~ ITO ;· 

. tw o are alike, and began . to co_llect . 
them. There are only ·a few such 
collections ··in the world. His thesis, 

. ,,. . . ·writt en at Vanderbilt University; is.on . 
a·. ·She lf be'iow medals · he r e c e ived 
while ~ s e_rgl:!a nt in the Air Force .. 
. :on t·op of the bookca.se are pic­
tures fr.om his . days in the Si:! r­
vice, hi i:i trave'li:i .ln · E.gypcand on the 

. Go ld · Coast: · C he rished mos t are 
.pictures of ·friends and · r c fativei:i. 
There is a lso a picture of the Hi rid- · 
man ·school where he s pe nt ma ny · 
years teaching . . · . · · . 

· On the wall s are picWres of his 
ho m·e in Knott · county . . :1.c is a one­
roorir log cabin which wa~ once· fn ·· 
an isolated area that •now . is turning 
into a .· community . Th~ .Pictures ·.· 

. show · the t .rue Kentucky life about 
which he writes. . . . · _ _ . · 

On the left .. side of .tfle r .oom is 
a .file •· cabinet, containinK mar,iy man- ,. 
uscrlpcs:. and per:so·nal · letters . ' A 

Did You: know? · 

' ' ---~ 
,,,,, 11 I' 

I! ( Ii I ', I 
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Sergeant James Still' s Gold Castings 
by Jack D. Ellis 

"Their builders perfected their 
beauty- they were craftsmen. " (Ezekiel 27:4) 

The James Still Room at Morehead 
State University houses many of the 

late author's manuscripts, photographs, 
documents, books, poems, and personal 
memorabilia. At one time, this collection 
included approximately one dozen small 
figurines. Cast in high-grade gold ore and 
standing no more than four inches tall, 
Still had brought them to Kentucky from 
an Ashanti village in Africa (now central 
Ghana). Each figurine represented one 
aspect of daily life in a small African 
village: women in colorful head gear 
cooking over an open fire; children 
playing in the dirt; and men sharpening 
their weapons, hunting, and carrying 
their freshly-killed game. Because of 
their cultural and monetary value, these 
African artifacts were securely locked in 
a glass display case, and very few people 
knew of their gold content. 

Of course, the big question was how 

James Still- a librarian, writer, and 
teacher from eastern Kentucky- had 
come into possession of those rare 
figurines. That is a story in itself. 

James Still and I are both Army Air 
corps veterans of World War II , and 
we worked together at Morehead State 
University. I was the Library Director, 
and he was the writer-in-residence. We 
had many occasions to reminisce about 
our service and experiences during 
the war. In the 1970s, the university 
built a new library tower. During the 
construction, it became necessary to 
move the James Still Room from the 
first floor to the second floor. (Later 
it was moved to the fifth floor of the 
tower, where it is now located.) As 
Library Director, I supervised the move. 
Professor Still and I personally unlocked 
the case containing his Ashanti figurines 
and transported them to their new home 

on the second floor, where they were 
safely placed in another case. It was 
then that he told me the following story 
about how he happened to become the 
owner of the tiny African statues. 

Many people are not aware that 
this mild-mannered scholar served in 
North Africa during World War lI , but 
he spent two-and-a-half years overseas. 
On one occasion, a B-17 crew flew 
a trial survival mission into the heart 
of Africa. When they spotted a large 
clearing in the jungle, they simulated a 
crash landing. On the ground and fully­
armed, the soldiers began scouting out 
the terrain, planning how best to survive 
in those conditions. In the course of 
their exploration, they discovered a 
small, peaceful Ashanti village. 

As Gls were wont to do during World 
War II, they bartered with the natives for 
souvenirs; it was call ed "scrounging." 

... 

"I have more than a dozen of these things_ 
at home in eastern Kentucky. " 

That is how James Still acquired the 
valuable figurines from the Ashanti 
Kingdom. But it is certainly not the end 
of this story. 

Young Sergeant Still shipped his 
souvenirs home safely. When the war 
ended in 1945, he headed for home 
himself. Like many soldiers, he returned 
by crossing the Pacific Ocean-so that he 
could say he had been around the world. 
As a fonner librarian, the first thing Still 
did when he landed in San Francisco 
was visit the public library. Entering the 
lobby, he saw a locked, well-lit display 
case attended by a guard . Upon further 
examination, he was shocked to see that 
it contained a single object: a small gold 
figurine , like the ones he had bartered 
for in the jungle. 

Sergeant Still asked the guard if he 
could speak with the library director. 
He wanted to know if it really was from 

the same tribe. "I have more than a 
dozen of these things at home in eastern 
Kentucky," he told the astounded and 
skeptical director. After they had spoken 
at some length about the figurines and 
the Ashanti , the director decided that 
the young soldier knew what he was 
talking about. In fact, he wanted to 
visit Hindman, Kentucky, and see the 
collection for himself. "Of course," the 
young sergeant graciously answered. 
"Come any time." 

A few weeks later, the San Francisco 
Library director came to the remote 
Hindman Settlement School to examine 
the figurines. To protect the collection, 
should it ever be sto len, he authenticated 
each piece, catalogued it, photographed 
it, and registered it at the National 
Museum of Art. 

James Still-the humble librarian, 
teacher, author, and, now, African art 

collector- would later become a giant­
in the literary world of Appalachia, 
hence his appointment as a professor 
and writer-in-residence at Morehead 
State University. The figurines remained 
in the James Still Room of the Camden­
Carroll Library unti l his retirement, 
when Still donated them to Tuskegee 
Institute in his native Alabama in honor 
of the now-famous Tuskegee Airmen of 
World War II. 

Thanks to the efficient staff of MSU's 
Camden-Carroll Library for their help 
in preparing this article, which will be 
included in a forthcoming book edited by 
Ted Olsen and published by McFarland 
Press, James Still: Critical Essays by 
the Dean of Appalachian Literature. 
For more information about James Still, 
visit his room at the Camden-Carroll 
Library. ■ 
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CONCERNING JAMES STILL 

Together with Elizabeth Madox Roberts, Harriette Simp-
son Arnow, and Wendell Berry, James Still r~presents the 
very best in Kentucky Literature. He evidently recognized 
Miss Roberts' greatness as a very young man. He visited 
her and they exchanged letters during those lost few years 
lett to Miss Roberts who was dying of multiple illness. Mr. 
Still must rank as one of the wisest, most unselfish, most 
level-headed writers of any age. As I once said of Dr. Thomas 
D. Clark, "I'm most thankful God has permitted him to be with 
us so long. 11 I-Hs River of Earth, Pattern of a Man, Run for the 
Elbertas, Sporty Creek, Wolfpen Poems, and Fr0m the Mountain, 
From the ValleY are excellent. 

James Still died April 28, 2001, just three months be­
fore his 96th birthday. Among so much else, he had attended 
Lincoln Memorial University with Jesse Stuart, and like Stuart, 
was taught by Ha~ry Harrison Kroll, himself a great writer. 
I recently· had a good conversation with Miss Leanne Garland, 
librarian and archivist at L.M.U. I had called for information 
on Don West, writer and long-time activist on many fronts, and 
also friend and fellow student with James Still and Jesse 
Stuart. She referred to the t 'hree of them as the Triumvirate 
of L.M.U. Alo~g with Harry Harrison Kroll, that was lots of 
talent at a small Tennessee college in 1927-30. 

Taken from an earlier letter 
written in 2002. 

B.R. Oney, April 18, 2007 
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