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Introducing -~- Evangelist JIMMIE ROSE 

I helped lead Jimmie to Christ back in 1950 
when he was then known as one of Kentucky's 
most successful young basketball coaches. His 
experiences as a coach, pastor, and college 
professor give him a background for an effec
tive ministry. 

Dr. Ford Philpot 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

I consider it an honor and privilege to recom
mend Rev. Jimmie Rose as an evangelist of 
rare ta le nts. He has a way of winning people 
espec ially the younger group, that is unique 
from a layman's point of view. You'll be in for 
some surprises in the quiet, dignified way he 
goes a bout winning souls to Christ. You'll want 
a return engagement . 

A. Z. Looney 
Church Lay Leader 
Epworth Methodist Church 
Lexington, Kentucky 

The Florida Conference of the Methodist Church 
1s deeply indebted to tl:-:e Rev. James W. Rose 
for his brief ministry at Aloma Methodist 
Church, Winter Park, Florida. Under his minis 
try this church was organized and during the 
first year two hundred and fifty members were 
received, including forty-two on profession of 
faith. 

Bishop James W. Henley 
Bishop, Jacksonville Area 

Reverend Jimmie Rose has been known to me 
for a number of years as a dedicated, sincere 
and able Christian. He will do a very construct
ive evangelistic work in any church. I commend 
him whole-heartedly. 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones 

The Reverend Jimmie Rose was our evangelist 
for a Crusade at the Morehead Methodist Church 
in May of 1966 . This church for the most part i s 
a University Church and is not noted for its 
"revivalism." But from the beginning a warm 
and responsive spirit prevailed . While the 
church had made good preparation , much credit 
is due to the gentlemanly way that Brother Jim 
mie conducted himself both in preaching and in 
the altar calls. The people were presented the 
truth but there was no "high pressure.'' Every 
night, Sunday through Sunday, people respon
ded: Ph.D's, the head football coach, many 
university personnel, businessmen, women, 
young people and children--more than 60 making 
decisions and commitments. New life and 
strength came to this church and I feel much of 
the credit is due to the effectiveness of Jimmie 
Rose. 

Rev . Thomas W. Ditto 
Conference Secretary of 

Evangelism 
Kentucky Conference of the 

Me_thodist Church. . 

It will be a blessing to any church to hear the 
preaching of Rev . Jimmie Rose. My last church, 
First Methodist Church of Auburndale, Florida, 
and my present one, Reeves Memorial of Orlando 
Florida, have a deeper commitment due to his 
ministry among us. Some of our members have 
accepted offices they had rejected in years 
past following our services here. His "voice" 
is one of the most pleasing you will hear and 
his message one of the clearest. You will leave 
every service ·feeling a desire to love Christ 
more and to serve him better. 

Rev. William C. Swygert 
Reeves Memorial Methodist 

Church 
Orlando, Florida 

Jimmie Rose, before entering the ministry, was 
one of Kentucky's leading high-school basket
ball coaches. He started coaching at the age of 
20 and guided Olive Hill High School to the 
State Tournament, thus becommg the youngest 
coach in history of a State Tournament team. 

When Jimmie gave up coaching in 1950 to enter 

the ministry, he had compiled the third-best 
won-and-lost record of any high-school coach-
and it took him only seven years to accomplish 
this amazing feat. 

One of the standout players that Jimmie coached 
was his brother, Gayle Rose, who was a s tar 
guard on the undefeated University of Kentucky 
basketball team in the 1953-54 season. 

I am confident that he will give the same effort 
in evangelism as he did in his coaching days. 

Billy Thompson 
WLEX TV 
Lexington, Ky. 

I consider it a great privilege to be able to give 
a word of recommendation for Brother Jimmie 
Rose as an evangelist. He conducted one of the 
best revivals that was held in Epworth Church, 
Lexington, during my pastorate there. He is an 
earnest, genuine, sincere minister of the Word. 
He has a real concern to reach people for Jesus 
Christ. He knows and understands young peo-

ple and his background as a basketball coach 
helps him to speak their language and reach 
them with his message. I believe he will help 
any church in which he is engaged as an evan
gelist. 

Dr. Russell R. Patton 
First Methodist Church 
Lexington, Kentucky 
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Jimmie Rose is an approved Evangelist of the 
Methodist Church and a member of the Kentucky 
Conference. He is a graduate of Morehead State 
College where he earned both the A. B. and 
Masters Degrees. In addition, Rev. Rose at
tended Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky, 
and Candler School of Theology. in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Jimmie was, for many years, one of 
Kentucky's most successful young basketball 
coaches, before entering the ministry in 1950. 
Since entering the ministry he has coached at 
Asbury College and was head basketball coach 
at Pfeiffer College in Misenheimer, North 
Carolina. 

He has had experience as a pastor in both the 
Kentucky and Florida Conferences of the Meth
odist Church. In · 1960, Brother Jimmie started 
the new Aloma Methodist Church in Winter 
Park, Florida. In ten months this church took 
in 253 members including 42 on profession of 
faith. 

His revivals are church-centered and every 
effort made to help the local church in all of 
its activities. Jimmie has been especially ef
fective with young people. During the past six 
years he has held successful and fruitful evan
gelistic crusades in many of the churches of 
Methodism. 

Jimmie was born in Olive Hill, Kentucky, and 
is the son of the late Dr. J. M. Rose, a promi
nent Eastern Kentucky physician. He now 
makes his home, along with his wife, Jo Ann, 
and two children, David and Debbie, at 520 N. 
Lexington A venue, Wilmore, Kentucky. 

SEARCHING SUBJECTS 

God Is Real--The Greatest Hour--The Christian 
Athlete--Five Greatest Men Of This Century-
Jesus Is Lord--Invisible Power--Our Heritage-
The Man That Could Have Been--A Christian 
Challenge For Youth--The Word Became Flesh. 
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Brother Jimmie Rose: Teacher, Coach, Minister, Evangelist 

By Dr. Jack D. Ellis, Retired Minister and University Professor 

It is a great honor, and privilege to be asked to write a conclusion to Brother Jimmie 

Rose's new book. I have known Brother Jimmy since 1943 when I was a member of the 

Morehead High School Viking Basketball team. He was coaching the Olive Hill Comets and his 

team beat us three times that year. That team went on to win third place in the Kentucky State 

High School Basketball tournament that year. He still holds the record of the youngest coach to 

take a team to the state tournament. He was the darling of the coaching world, and still holds the 

record for the most wins in one year for a high school team: 53. 

Jimmie's future was bright in Kentucky and he was the "Boy Wonder" of the coaching 

world after he took Paris to the state tournament. He knew and was known by many of the 

coaching legends in Kentucky: Adolph Rupp, the legendary Kentucky Basketball Coach had 

him sitting on the bench with him during the days of the "Fabulous Five", (1949), at the 

University of Kentucky. "Uncle Ed" Diddle the great coach of Western Kentucky conducted 

several practice sessions to teach Jimmie the "tricks" of basketball defense. Jimmy also had an 

opportunity to meet many of the legendary greats of the baseball world: Joe DiMaggio, Ted 

Williams, Stan Museal, and may others in the sports world: Jack Dempsey, Waite Hoyt and 

others. 

The young coach's potential in the coaching world was bright, but God had other plans 

for Jimmie Rose. He uses people to accomplish his work, because he soon met a young 

basketball referee by the name of Ford Philpot. There are no coincidences in God's world 

because Ford Philpot was studying to become a minister and he asked Jimmie·ifhe had ever 

considered becoming a minister, "AND THE REST IS HISTORY". 



Jimmy recalled, "He had never even thought of such a thing. He thought the ministry -

that's not for me, I'm a coach. But God began to work in Jimmie's life. He attended the great 

revival at Asbury College in 1950 and was saved. Next, he entered Asbury to study to become a 

minister. He pastored several small churches while studying at Asbury and upon graduation, 

continued to pastor Methodist Churches in Kentucky. 

In 1960 Brother Jimmy felt God leading him to Florida. In June of that year he was 

appointed to the fast growing area of Florida at winter park. He had a goal of establishing a new 

church. He and his dear wife, Joan, began calling people and visiting in homes to see if there 

was interest in starting a new Methodist church, and they found that the people were very 

interested. Brother Jimmy conducted his first service on July 10, 1960 at Lakemont Elementary 

School with 150 people in attendance. The church eventually grew to 2,000 members. But later 

that year, Brother Jimmie developed serious medical problems. He and Joan had to move back 

to Kentucky where he was under doctor's orders to "slow down". 

The young minister returned to Kentucky in the middle of the 1961 Methodist 

Conference year, and had no source of income. He appealed to the Bishop for a Church 

appointment, but in the middle of the year, there were no churches available. It was during that 

time Jimmie felt a God' s call to evangelism, and the bishop appointed him as an Approved 

Conference Evangelist. 

During his years as Conference Evangelist, Jimmie Rose received calls to conduct 

revivals from Florida to California as well as throughout Kentucky. God used him to bring 

hundreds of people to the Lord. He traveled a half a million miles in his career, and I had 

Brother Jimmie to conduct revival in churches I pastored. He was always warmly welcomed by 

the congregation. At the beginning of each service Brother Jimmie asked the people to stand up 



and state their name. Then at the close of the service he shook hands with the people and called 

them by name. This really impressed the congregation and they dearly loved him. 

One of the highlights of Brother Jimmie's long ministry was his relationship with the 

world renown missionary Dr. E. Stanley Jones. This humble man of God, who was once 

nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize, insisted that everyone call him Brother Stanley. Brother 

Jimmie in an in~depth recorded interview of Brother Stanley, among other things probed the 

great missionary's thoughts about life, death, and life after death. 

It was interesting to this writer, that Brother Stanley believed Heaven had already begun 

on earth. That the joy he now experienced will be continued in Heaven . . Brother Stanley says, 

among many other things, that the first 24 hours he is in heaven, he wants to rest. The next 24 

hours he wants to walk the streets of gold and meet the many dear friends that are waiting for 

him to arrive. The next 24 hours he wants to spend with our Lord and Savior, and he wants to 

ask him if there are any other worlds in God's universe where he might go to continue his work 

for God. 

In the twilight of Brother Jimmie's life he is now approaching his 90th year, and has been 

fighting agoraphobia (fear of crowds and space) for many years. It has limited his relationship 

with people, and Brother Jimmy has always been a "people person". He loves people and wants 

to be near people. But at the same time this psychological disorder has radically reduced his 

service to God and man. Only recently has Brother Jimmie begun going back to church and 

associating with people. He has been called upon in church to pray, and has even preached 

again. Maybe Brother Stanley is right in his interview. Maybe God has other worlds out there, 

and maybe Brother Jimmy is being prepared now for one of them. 
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CHAMPIONSHIP COACH 
TURNED EVANGELIST 

RETIRES 

By Wanda Barnes Hill 

Reverend Curry agreed to go, and in a short time, they arrived 
on Asbury's campus. Rose says'. "When I opened the doors of 
Hughes Auditorium and walked insioe, I felt something I had 
never felt before in this world. Even Before I heard the music or 
heard a single testimony, I was aware of a peace I had never 
known. It was beautiful, it was wonderful. I felt as if I had walked 
out of the world into a place where there was nothing but love 
and peace and happiness. I couldn't identify it then, but I know 
now that it was the presence of the Holy Spirit". 

For a few moments Rose forgot the pressures of being a: bas
ketball coach in a state where basketball is nearly a religion. ,I-.fe 
listened to the music and the testimonies. In the balcony he 
watched a group of Salvation Army boys silently weeping. 
Something told him that they already had what he needed. Very 
soon he was approached by a ministerial student, a friend of 
Ford's from Brooklyn, N. Y. He said to Jimmie, "You don't know 
me, but I know you. And, although I know who you are, I don't 
know if you are a Christian. If you're not, you'll never find a 
better opportunity than this. " +1

• 

"I had to agree," says Rose. "In just a few minutes,. accompa-
When the Paris Greyhounds' championship basketball team nied by my minister, I made my way to the altar. We prayed, and 

lost the Kentucky High School Invitation Tournament to the Inez I told the Lord that if He would give me the peace that I felt in that 
Indians in March, 1949, their coach, Jimmie Rose, had no idea auditorium, and the dedication I saw in those Salvation Army 
that the referee, Ford Philpot, was not only calling the game, he boys, I would do anything He wanted me to do, including the 
was being used of God to call Jimmie Rose into the ministry. ministry. " · 
With two and a half minutes left to play and a ten point lead for The Lord knows when our prayers are sincere. Jimmie Rose 
the Greyhounds, Coach Rose had nothing on his mind but win- was completely sincere that day, and God answered his prayer. 
ning that game. But Inez had a good pressing defense and took He gave him the peace he was looking for, and He led him out of 
the ball away from Paris once too often and won the game in the coaching and into the ministry. Rose resigned his position at 
final seconds. Paris High School and entered Asbury Seminary in the fall of 

Jimmie felt the referees had allowed the Inez team to handle 1950. 
them too tightly at the end of the game, so he welcomed the During the next ten years, he served several pastorates in the 
opportunity to say a few words when Ford approached him the state of Kentucky. In 1960, he and his wife, Jo Ann, moved to 
following morning in the lobby of the Phoenix Hotel. Rose could Winter Park, Florida where they started a new church called 
not resist commenting on the close calls. Ford was not defensive, Aloma Methodist Church. Within ten months, this church led the 
but assured Ro_se that if he had made any bad calls against his Florida Conference in increased membership. They took in 253 
team, it was unintentional. members in less than a year. Today it is one of the leading 

Ford's friendly attitude and honest humility appealed to the churches in the Florida Conference and has a membership of 
coach. " I immediately respected him and believed in his integri- more than 2000. 
ty," says Rose. However, what happened next surprised Jimmie From the beginning, Jimmie Rose had felt that God would 
more than losing .the basketball game the night before. Philpot eventually lead him into evangelistic work.'After establishing the 
began to witness to him about Jesus Christ. He shared the fact new church, he returned to Kentucky and asked to be approved 
that he was an alcoholic and that the Lord had worked a real as an evangelist of the Kentucky Conference. In 1961, he began 
miracle in his life. He said that he was studying at Asbury College his evangelistic work and has continued to serve in this capacity 
to enter the ministry. Then he asked Jimmie if he had ever con- for twenty-seven years. ,, · ' 1 , '. 

·sidered leaving coaching to become a minister. He has traveled a half million miles and held more tharr 600 
Such an idea was totally ·out of the question 9s far as Rose was · meetings around the country. Countless people have been 

concerned. He was twenty-seven years old and the youngest touched by this man's ministry. Even though he retired at the 
basketball coach in the state of Kentucky to take a team to the 1988 Conference of the United Methodist Church, he still plans 
state tournament. He held a record for most games won in the to continue preaching the Word of God. 
state. (53 wins) At the time of his retirement as a coach, he held He and his wife are currently living in Dry Ridge, Kentucky, 
the third best win/lose record of all high school coaches in Ken- and coaching is still a part of Jimmie Rose. He works privately 
tucky. with young athletes in and around Dry Ridge. The pace of living 

Several times over the next few months, Ford went to visit may be slower now- for Jimmie, so he hopes to share more time 
Jimmie. Each time they talked about basketball, but Ford always with his wife, his son David, his daughter Debbie, and his young 
turned the conversation toward the Lord and Jimmie's relation- granddaughter, Kristin. But the L•cf is still first in his life .. Jimmie 
ship with Him. He spoke to him often about Asbury College, so Rose learned many years ago thm the only real prize in life is to 
when the Great Revival broke out on Asbury's campus in Febru- be used by the Lord to influence others for Him. 
ary; 1950, Rose was intrigued by the newspaper accounts of the Paul wrote, "I press on toward the goal for the prize of_ the 
event. He called the Methodist minister, Reverend Earl Curry, upward call of God in Jesus Christ. " (Phil. 3:14) The tourna
one ~aturday morning and asked if he was interested in driving ment of life is where the trophies will ultimately count. Jimmie 
to Wilmore to see for themselves what was going on at Asbury. • Rose continues to be a champion for the caus~ of _ Christ.
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