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‘Morehead’s Last Train
i Few Present To See It Early
Last Saturday Morning

A Morehead family was among the few
who rode Morehead’s last passenger train
Saturday.

They are Mr. and Mrs. Danny Blevins and
children - Danny, Jr., Dowe and Dana. They
were accompani by Loranza Skaggs to
Louisville.

With the exceptan of Railpax trains, all
passenger service in the nation was
discontinued May 1. The last train, the
George Washington on the C&O, Ileft
Morehead Saturday at 7 a.m. bound west for
Lexington and Louisville.

The first passenger service operated at
Morehead in 1883 when people came from
miles to view the steam locomotive and
coaches with kerosene lamps, and coal

77 burning stoves.
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FIRST ENGINE IN MOREHEAD—When the first train came through Mor¢
1bly pulled by an engine like this according to officials of the Chesapeake
nond, Va. Passenger coaches were heated by pot-bellied stoves and light

lamps.- Peopll came mllea to see Morehead’s first train in
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1856 TRAIN—The Chesapeake and Ohio Rallw
This is the type engine used m 1

g furnished this, and the tw
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Morehead Jaycees have created an ‘“unusual”
tourist information center by securing a
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway caboose and
renovating it into a Chamber of Commerce
office on Main Street here. The caboose has
been paneled and air-conditioned and houses

Unusual Information Center

displays of state and national interest. Alpha
Hutchinson, left, president of the Morehead
Chamber of Commerce, is shown accepting
keys to the caboose from Pete Avers, More-
head Jaycees president.




Farmers Depot

In 1880 the Rowan County Census listed the (Farmers) Village as “Licking City™.

This was a bustling town with many businesses and was the scene of much railway activity.
freight trains transported logs, lumber and stone from nearby quarries to all parts of the country



THE LAST RUN—Above is pictured, Terry ‘G. “Scrap Oil” Wesley, veteran C & O ‘engineer surrounded
by relatives and friends at the Ashland station, Wednesday night. It was the final East bound run for @
Mr. Wesley as the pilot of the C & O’s crack “George Washington.” Last Thursday morning, he made
. Bis last run at the throttle of the fast passenger train When the George Washington” thundered through
i the Russell C & O Terminal, Mr. Wesley was greeted with screaming engine whistles from the many
yard and diesel engineers and firemen. Immediately on his return to Cincinnati Terminal, he retired.
from service of the C & O'after fifty years as an engineer. In the pictureweading from leff to right are:
. Mrs. Maywood Perry, his daughter Mr. Wesley, his wife, veteran Conductor Watt Worthington, who is
shaking hands with his engineer, R. H. Lunsford, Pullman conductor, his son—m i Maywood Perry and
“an intimate friend, Mack Anderson, promment Iromton merchant SR .
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HIS LAST RUN—Louis France, son of Mrs. Lizzie France of
Morehead, congratulates Conductor Otho McFarland as Mr.
McFarland made his last run on the George Washington, crack
C & O passenger train, Friday evening, France, a C & O porter,
has made thousands of trips with McFarland. This picture was
taken at the railroad station Friday evening by News photo--
grapher Art Stewart, Conductor McFarland climaxed 6(1’; years,
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‘First Tlme Morehead Has Been Wlthout This Service In 90 Years- |
George Washington, Now Two Coaches, Will Cease .Operatlon

Morehead and this area of Kentucky will
have no passenger train service after May 1.
In fact, the entire State of Kentucky, with
the exception of Louisville and Bowling
Green, will be without passenger trains.
Only passenger train now -operating
through Morehead is the George Washington
on the Chesapeake and Ohio. It leaves
Morehead headed west to Louisville at
around 6:30 a.m., and returns about 7 p.m.
-The George Washington, once the proud
crack passenger of the C&O, now has only
two coaches, both sort of weather beaten, on
the Lexington division which passes through
Morehead. Even this two coach passenger
will be no more after May 1.
Thus, starting May 1 the C&O railroad will
offer no services to Morehead except for a
‘ few carload shippers. About five years ago
| the railroad discontinued all LCL (less than

carload shipments). The railroads no longer
carry mail, and the declining railway
express service is mostly by truck.
Beginning May 1 the entire nation will
have only 21 passenger routes to be operated
by a company separate from the railroads -
The National Railroad Passenger Corp.
(Railpax). The railroads said annual loss
from operating passenger trains was $235
million as commercial travel has turned
mostly to airplanes. Of course, automobiles
are the biggest transportation competitor.

Community’s Biggest Business

Until about 30 years ago the C&O operated
six passenger trains a day through
Morehead - three east and three west.

When the railroad was opened at
Morehead in either 1881 or 1883, this was the

/ ‘Morehead’s Last Train

mity ; 177/

g Few Present To See It Early
Last Saturday Morning *

A Morehead family was among the few
who rode Morehead’s last passenger train

Saturday.

n

They are Mr. and Mrs. Danny Blevins and

children - Danny, Jr., Dowe and Dana. They

were accompanil

Louisville.

19

%by Loranza Skaggs to
ey

; With the excepthn of Railpax trains, all

passenger service in the nation was
discontinued May 1. The last train, the
George Washington on the C&O, left
Morehead Saturday at 7 a.m. bound west for
Lexington and Louisville.

The first passenger service operated at
Morehead in 1883 when people came from
miles to view the steam locomotive and
coaches . with kerosene lamps, and coal
burning stoves. :

¢> trains - Arkansas,

“biggest” business in. the community.,
Morehead became a focal shipping and
receiving point, as well as for passenger
travel. A historical review of the era
discloses the local economy revolved around
the railroad. -

Whereas a railroad was the all vital
economic factor and perhaps any town'’s
number one asset until about World War I, it
has now become p0531b1y the biggest|
liability. Usually, like in Morehead, the;
tracks run through a principal part of the1
community, and property values are less if |
the land adjoins or is near a railroad. i
Freight trains, now offering no local service |
except to carload shippers, block traffic. |
Lexington solved this problem to an extent
by having the tracks moved outsxde and |

—

oy

No Passengérs —

Continued From Preceding Pagé:i‘

round the city.
: The 21 routes operative in the nation after

trains and
May 1 will use 184 passenger
serze 114 cities with 100,000 or [fore

‘ populatlon Most cities will have a traqup

will have no passenger
o ories Maine, New Hamps$
kota and Vermont. = |
SOXlt{l 11))aassenger service on the C& 3;0
# routes will be abolished.
The new operation (Railpax) is sor
cooperatwe arrangement between the
“~=’'g railroa
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’END OF THE LINE

Conductor Completes 63

Two powerful diesel engines
pulled the George Washington
(train 22), crack flyer of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad,
into Morehead Friday evening,
promptly at 5:55.

There’s nothing unusual about
that, because this train, one of
America’s most modern, is rarely
late and you can set your watch
by its daily whistle.

But, engineer S. G. Squires
seemed to give the whistle a little
extra blast. On the Morehead
platform, just as at every station
on the Lexington division Friday,
stood a group of railroad men,
mostly ‘old-timers’ — men with
many years of seniority—indicat-
ing this run of the George Wash-
ington was a little different.

When the diesels halted the
long passenger train, Otho Mec-
Farland, the conductor, stepped
on the platform. There was noth-
ing unusual in that—in fact, this
was very common-place, because
Conductor McFarland had been
doing just that since 1897.

The railroaders clustered around
McFarland, the news photogra-
pher’s flash bulb went off, and
persons leaving and boarding the
train recognized this was some-
thing of a special occasion. It was
very special.

This was Conductor McFar-
land’s last run!

It marked the-end of a 63 year,
four months and four days
career for Mr. McFarland for it
was in April, 1890 that he entered
the employ of the C&O.

For 56 years, Mr. McFarland
has been a trainman on the Lex-
ington division.

“His career spans that of transi-
tion in railroad travel from coal-
heated, pot-bellied coach stoves

' (Continued. On Page 8)

Years Service With Railroad

HIS LAST RUN—Louis France, son of Mrs. Lizzie France of
Morehead, congratulates Conductor Otho McFarland as Mr.
McFarland made his last run on the George Washington, crack
C & O passenger train, Friday evening. France, a C & O porter,
has made thousands of trips with McFarland. "This picture was
taken at the railroad station Friday evening by News photo-
grapher Art Stewart. Conductor MecFarland climaxed 63 years,
four months and four days service with the C & 0.
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THE NEW ERA—Railroad engines powered by coal and steam have given way to diéséls- This
is the George Washington which now passes through Morehead, Coaches are ﬂlr-0°ndi*1°“9d
and every convenience offered. .




1

RIDING IN STYLE—These are the Moreheadians that were guests of the General Motms Company on its “Train of Tomorrow.” They
and three bus loads of newspapermen, state officials and Leunoton business men boarded the dream train at Morehead Friday after-
noon and rode to Lexington. Morehead was the only place in Kentuckv that the train picked up passengers. The above photo was
taken at the rear of the almost-all-glass observation car, Reading from the left:
County Attorney Elijah M. Hogge; Postmaster Claude i lay County Superintendent Ted Crosthwai lliam Jesse Baird, More-
head College president; Dr. Baird’s son, David H. Baird, who is an official of the production control department of General Motoys at
Bristol, Conn.; Mayor William H. L.ayne; Morehead Lumber Company President Walter Swift; and Beard of Trade President W. E.
P 19 q‘g Crutcher, who also repr Sented the Rowan County News. HETORwnN Cco. NEuwais
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Jay’s specializes in hand engrav- |
ing, having available one of the}
best craftsman in Kentucky. All}
jewelry, fountain pens and cigar-|
ette lighters sold in the store are |
engraved free of charge while the |

customer waits.

Another exclusive service offer-
ed the public is a two-day clean-
ing and ‘adjustment service on
electric razors. Cutting heads and
accessories are carried in stock for

Schick, Remington and Sunbeam |

Tazors.
In the jewelry-repair depart- |
ment, Jay’s is equipped to handle

all types of repairs including
stone-setting; reshanking, sizing,
cleaning and polishing rings;
eleaning and restringing beads

¥ ber 26, 1877 at Green

Final Rites
Conducted For
Bob Green

County Offices Closed
For Funeral; Died Of
Cerebral Hemorrhage

Robert K. (Bob) Green, 71,
chief deputy in the office of his
son, Sheriff Sam Green, died at
12:10 Tuesday morning, five
hours after he suffered a cereb-
ral hemorrhage.

Apparently in good health, Mr. |
Green, who was a candidate for |

the Democrat nomination to
succeed his son, suffered a stroke
skertly after eating dinner Mon-
day evening. He had served in
in his official position Monday
and had waited on the Circuit
Court now in session.

Funeral services were con-
ducted at 11 o’clock this morn-
ing (Thursday) at the Morehead
Baptist Church. Buria! was in
the Green Cemetery at lbex, El-
liott County. The body lay in
state an hour before the final
rites. 3

Mr. Green was born' Septem-
(Elliott
County) a community that
was named after his ancestors.
He was the son of the late Mr.
and Mrs. Dave Green. >

He married Minnie Green,
daughter of the late Judge S. L.
Green of Elliott County. He was

reared in El]iqtt County an
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Bloir-Reynolds ‘ e

Marviage Solemnized ]
In-one of the prettlejt home |
weddings ever held in Morehead,
Mrs.. Thelma Blair, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs, Harlan Strong of
bride of JL

Jackson, became th
Samuel E. Reynold g
Anna: Clay, Sdtmd,w even
May= 2t 7at 8 olclock. The in-
pr esswe double ' ring LLU:,IHU!|V

(’7
iIJ
&
ST

was read by  Rev. Elmor /
pastor of the Morehead Christian
Church. The bride was met at
the foot of the stairs her
brother, T..K. Strong
son, whos gave her in
Her only attendant wa
tie daughter, Miss Kay B
ceremony foolf place bciolc t
flower banked mantle of their
spacious new home on Second
Street. =
Mrs. Reynolds chose for: her
wedding an afternoon dress of
dusty rose, fashioned with a lace
Lodice and a full skirt of match-
ing crepe. She wore an off-the-
face hat of the same color. Her
flowers were a nosegay of white
gardenias and blue delphiniums.
.lttle Kay wore a dress of, pink
dotted Swiss trimmed.with lace
and carried a nosegay in minia-
ture matching the bride’s.
Mr. Andre Bowne served as
best man for Dr. Reynolds. .
Mrs. James Reynolds at the
piano ‘presented. a number of se-
lections preceeding and during
the ceremony. :
The home  was  beautifully
decorated with white - gladiolus
and garden flowers. |
Immediately following  the
ceremony a reception was held
for the guests who included the
families of the bride and groom.
Out-of-town * guests were T. K.
Strong and Doan Strong of
Jackson, brothers of the bride,
Dr and Mrs. Cog Lewis of Jack- |
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¢ ¢ Railroad Depot at Haldeman, Kentucky
The railroad was an important aspect of Haldeman’s rapid development. The freight
trains transported the Haldeman Fire Bricks to market.
Since hardly anyone in the community owned an automobile, the passenger trains
provided much needed transportation. The depot was also a place where people like to meet
"\ and just catch up on the local news and gossip of the day.
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',C&’Q ConfemSO Year Serwce

- Pin To Agent B. F. Penix

‘,A Morehead commuhity, church
‘and Masonic leader was honored
Monday when the Chesapeake and
Ohio “Railroad Company conferred

-its 50-years service pin on Agent

B F. Penix.

‘It was March. 9, 1909 that Mr.
Pemx joined the employ of C&O
and his first ' assightient  was
Agent ‘at the then prosperous
Peach Orchard station on the Big
Sandy division. -

~'Since  that time he has seen
many changes in railroad opera-
tion. In the old days everybody

traveled by railroad. The rails in

those days handled just about ail
the. freight, mcludmg short. hauls.
“Today the trend is’ carload lots
and dxstance shxpments :
Starfed In 1906
“Mr Pemx

body who works on’

e C&O, par-

'tlculaljly, the Lexmgton and Blg

fable : operauve by ‘nature

as’student clerk and assmtant tele-
graph\operator ‘under ‘Agent J. R:
Earle in®1906. He moved to the
C&O three 'years later,

- Following the stint -at _Peach
Orchard Mr. 'Penix wds trans-
‘ferred to the Agency at Shelby, a

“thriving operation on Big ‘Sandy.

During - this  tenure - Mr.  Penix
witnessed the  building - of the'
th

SV&E Rallroad

of ladmg he has: made out or the
number of pieces  of ipht and
express handled through his agen-
cies, but it runs into th iillions.

" Have' 13 Grandchlldren

E M Penix was born at ‘nearby
Frenchburg, in Menifee . County,
Feb. 5, 1889. On June 26, 1911 he
marrled Anne’ V1rg1ma Young at
Shelby. They are. the parents of
six children: Mrs. H. A. Pelfrey,
Anaheim, Calif.; Mrs. Alvin
Foote, San Lms Obisto, Calif.;

Mrs. J. G. O’Donnell; San Fran-
. ¢Centinued on lasc,pu‘_e. thizs section)

¢

s personally “ac-|
quaintéd  with just a_bout every-|. .

.- —Photos by Norman Tant

HONORED—Trammasfer G. E. Chlldress, Ashland, ~attaches the

: he lapel of "Morehead Station Agent B. F.' Penix for

ice, as Robert Vawter,:Assistant Trainmaster, looks

[ Mrs. 'Penix also recelved -gold. lifetime passes: and a

1, C&O0 President ; Walter; Touhy. Mr. Pemx started
worklng for ihe railroad’ March" 9, 1909 "

CONGRATULATIONS——Some old frlends and employees gathered
“at the C&O ‘freight offices in Morehead this week to congratulate
B. F. Penix on 50 years service. From left: Chief Clerk Tom
Hogge; Telegraph Operator R. E.: Littleton; Lineman Tom Comp-
ton; Citizens Bank Cashier Glenn W. Lane; Trainmaster G. E.
Chlldress, Cashier Gary Pope; Mr. Penix; Assistant Trainmaster
Robert Vawter; Murvel Crosley, President of the M&NF Railroad;
Weighbill Clerk Malon Hall; and Citizens Bank Assistant Cashier
Alpha Hutchmson. Mr. Penix is in excellent health and does not

‘plan immediate retirement,.
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE & PLACES

TRAIN TRIP FROM ASHLAND TO MOREHEAD, 1881

BY
R JACK D. ELLIS /r )
Llet ds T3Ke gur yoor ney A nd Qc—ta‘\jé Gen, 3312
/)) Traveling by train in the late 1800s was an unpredictable adventure. For instance
.

T A
in 1881, the year the railroad opened through Morehead, it was a tedious trip from

Ashland to Morehead that requgedﬁtranaﬂemn_g”tr_a;nsjmce_onihree*dﬁﬁerent—mﬂroads

Here is #'story filed by an unknown reporter for the Ashland Independent. That L& Mw\@ sJa

¥ é

koW N reporter left Ashland at 5:00 a.m. on Novgmhm&,_l ﬁ&-L—QQFLhA@wEwQStw f»‘ -7

% A I}:
Kentucky Rarlroad L1ne {E K.) bound for Morehead Rowan County Kentucky He He was bl

Ntnmacsi i S

assrgned to report the latest news from the “Clty of the Hllls ’L,mﬁ,mgamadhlm

along the Oth River throug‘mRaceland,,Greennpﬁam mg Rlverton at 9:00 a. m.

The unknown reporter changed trains at Rlverton and boarded the Eastern

Kentucky and Blg Sandy (EK.&B. §_) rallroad that was three hours late leavmg

Riverton headed toward Grayson, Kentucky. He had planned to change at Grayson to the

A Ao - SR T

Elizabethtown, Lexington and Big Sandy.(E.L & B.S.).Line that ran through Morehead

and Mt. Sterling to Lexington. The schedule called for him to leave Grayson at

oy

Grayson until 3:00 p.m.
T Rt RIZIR SPENT

The englneer on the run to Grayson ;yas,John Cranyon. WhQ  tried desperately but
;i

unsuccessfully to make u‘ﬂthe lost time in order.for the passengers to make their

T 5 NLG-HT /M G- MYSe N




connection on the f.E. & B.S. train to Morehead. However, as the Independent reporter

[

wrote “Mar_lproposes and God disposes unavailable train delays.” Therefore the

g, el fo a4 n Al tenty
“Independent” man wrote that by nightfall he found his way in Grayson to the well

spread table of M. Elias P. Davis where he spent the night.

/’M

On the second day of his extended train trip from Ashland to Morehead this

adventurous reporter was at the junction of the Elizabethtown, Lexington, and Big Sandy

Railroad. It was early in the mormng and the statlon was busy with passengers and

e

frelghts Charles B. Eifort, the son of John Eifort of Honneywell was in charge of

“loading and slinging” freight shipments that day. ; !
MU !MKKS (~ ?“’""/‘ ‘i_(:yw'c ,b (fbi »)!‘é’"‘ (“r‘f'}f’ﬁ%
Zﬁn Swearing was also at the station. He had recently teturned from Crowley

County, Kansas, and was on his way with his wife and children to Tygart Switch Station
to go into the lumber business at Breckinridge’s Sawmill. He had been married 11 years
and had 7 children, 6 sons and one daughter. (Those six sons would be a great help in
his new lumber business.)

Qﬁtw}frer,s”preparing: to board the train were Robert Elwood, mine superintendent for
the”S”traight 'Creekmgqa‘lﬂMi_ning Company as well as B. Frank Powers of Ashland,
William Paton of Catlettsburg, and J ohn Darby from Buffalo.Furnace.in Greenup

— T T g

County. After a walt of two hours the tram for Morehead a@m:sd- It was pulled by

B

engine number 3 and the engineer was Ike Adams from Greenup County. Hugh

Craynon, Jr. another Honneywell man-was keeping the boiler hot with a mixture.of



wood, coal and water for steam.

S ————————

At one of the stations Charles F. Weaver of Honneywell boarded the train. He
was superintendent of the Telegraphic Construction Department for the Elizabethtown,
Lexington & Big Sandy Railroad. He was on his way to Mt. Sterling which was then the
headquarters for that railroad line. Also, George Osenton, a native of Germany, boarded
the train at Soldier. He was a traveling salesman from the T.P. Brown and Company of
Portsmouth, Ohio. He was also bound for Morehead where he hoped to sell some of his
company’s hardware and dry goods to Colonel Warren Alderson’e stores in Morehead,
Elliottville, and Sandy Hook. Before the railroad came through Morehead in 1881,

g

Colonel Alderson (this writer’s great-great grandfather) had businesses,, a stage and

A 9 7
freight line Mn to the Ohlo River at Maysville m merchandise for his stores,)X
¥ a?u(p%_ 87%&‘7‘%/”01-/ wie D v+ g NKRow &cowﬂqm/

As the train slowly puffed1 its way westward out of Carter County into East Rowan

R —

Coung/, the passengers were plunged into a region entlrely unk,ngwn,lgmoﬁgof thgm

e

That was espec1ally true since that part of.the.railroad had ]ngl been opened for a jew

A0 e

weeks and anyone travehng that way before would have been on horseback or walk1 £
: ? —e— :
ﬁ lis we approached the Smklng Creek section they

N

The Independent repor‘ter vé}ro?\

whirled past some of the w11dest most beaut1fu1 and plcturesque scenery | have Qyer

Sy TS

beheld. As we app;oached Rowan County I could see clearly what early primitive

—A———

Kentucky was like in the days.of Daniel Boone, with its log cabins, hillside corn patches

suggestive of the pioneer days. In fact it appeared that the forest pnmeval had never

————— — T




s

been touched by double bit axes except where the small cabins stood in the midst of a

————

\\w‘-"‘ AT ———— £
ilegmg That reporter could understand Why Morehead wag,gauﬁimm the he Hills

U s ——

because there was strll virgin tlmber as far as the > eye cC could see. (I“ hat would soon change

O Sy el Y A S5 I K A A S e Ay R

because the railroad brought the timber barons that opened up great steam powered
A , SRR ; SR S L ——

sawmills throughout Rowan County> Certamly early Rowan County was a trmber based

e A » SR b (o e ST,

economy from the very 1nceptlon and contlnues today to be known as “the hardwood

—
g e

capltal of Kentucky
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE & PLACES
@SN RAILROADS &RESTAURANTS
BY
< JACKD.ELLIS e i
RememPBre- e FBRnmeR IR VLA ¢} 052 (4~

In 1919 the General Refractories Company of Philadelphia, owners of the clay
mines in Carter County, bought a 50 ft. railroad right-of-way starting at the C&O
Railroad in Morehead and extending 4 %2 miles up Christy Creek, (Near Morehead the
right-of-way was 100 feet wide for switching.) They immediately needed a railroad to
haul the rich fire clay from veins on Christy Creek to the C&O tracks;,%?t could be
transported to their fire brick plant at Olive Hill.

In the early 1920s the refractory company purchased an additional 3 % miles of
right-of-way to Walker Branch, making a total of 7 %2 miles to the southeast of
Morehead. The land purchases were amicable, although the company did hold the right
of eminent domain and could have forced a sale.

A standard gauge railroad was built to the mines and for the next 30 years clay
was hauled down the Morehead & Christy CreeLl;Railroad. The engineer was “Pa”

s g
Kessler, one of Rowan’s most outspoker}, vi:;fh what could be termed C?l%lzful language.
“Pa” was married to “Ma” Kessler who \/)vas a house mother @tlj,/one of the college
dormitories. They were a well.known and beloved (republican) couple who were life

long citizens of Rowan.

“Pa” Kessler was the only engineer on the Morehead & Christy Creek line



because 30 years ,a?ef in 1950, the railroad closed and Engineer Kessler made his last

run. In 1951 the tracks were removed to salvage the steel leaving the remaining cross

ties to rot in the right of way. But that was not the end of the Morehead & Christy Creek

Ratleoas. N7 22N 2 Aenbris k/ A c&, Lecal (prtroctgin o
‘7’/ /(_,6-4’1/ v

In 196§ early entrepreneur Ed Mabry contacted General Refractories in
Philadelphia offering to purchase the 50 ft. by 7 /2 mile railroad right-of-way up Christy
Creek. After several months of negotiating Mr. Mabry purchased the right-of-wayce.l_
€ourt records show he paid just over $5,000 for the property.

When the sale became public the owners of the adjacent property became enraged
and employed legal counsel. Their claim was (1) General Refractories abandoned the
property and it now belonged to them as they had peaceful possession for more than the

| RS
CAM :
legal 15 years; (2) Many new the property and haflt built barns and houses on the
old right-of-way; (3) General Refractories acquired the property in 1919 under eminent
domain. A legal fight ensued between the adjacent property owners and Mr. Mabry)(
and¥8d lost the battle. e
/ VT

£y N/

But for a while Mix Magy owned what could have been the longest, narrowest farm
in the world. It would have had corn rows longer than any in Kansas. In order to plant
those rows ngould have required over-night lodging} or it could have been the longest

mobile home park in the world. But none of that was to be, even though the entrepreneur

Mr. Mabry thought he had a legal deal.



The Morehead & Christy Creek Railroad made its last run in 1951 but did not
actually die until 1968. However, it was once an important part of Rowan County and
i %rj;;;_t; h(l’sg)(r'ykiﬁ BN ;) ‘_.S» {’ };"’f)” e SEILLS o

The ladies of Rowan long have been known for their culinary skills ever since the
county was formed in 1856. The Gault House built shortly after the county was
established was £a by Judge and Mrs. Hargis. All who stopped at the inn praised Mrs.
Hargis for her cooking skills.

By 1881 there were three more hotels in Morehead, one owned by Mr. Hamilton,

W&a
one owned by H. Clay Powers, and one called the Carey House operated by M. Carey.

K
It was located across the street from the present l};.zg}t) ;tation. Mrs. Carey was the
daughter of Major Brain of Farmers and was comi)lemented by all who ate at her table
for the food she served. One of her guests who stayed there in 1881 wrote, “If there is a
woman in Kentucky who can make coffee and corn muffins to the highest degree of
perfection it is Mrs. Carey. God bless her.” (Writers in those days used a lot of flowery
phrases.)

In the early 1900s Mrs. Clara Robinson operated what was then the Green Lantern
and the Keystone Restaurant. She also was the pastry chef for Morehead’s most famous
restaurant, The Eagles Nest. Late in her life she was recognized in “Ripley’s Believe It

or Not” as having baked over 50,000 pies in her lifetime, and according to those who

sampled them, she never made a bad one. They were all delicious just like everything



else she placed in or on the stove.

Following Mrs. Robiniogl’s LSe_at?, her family in going through an old trunk found

) A
some of her old menusr%n she ran the Green Lantern and Keystone Restaurantsin
Morehead. On April 29, 1931, the Green Lantern had an Individual Service Menu that
offered your choice of juice as an appetizer, choice of one meat, either salmon croquets
e

with sauce, roast young beef with gravy, or fresh ;ﬁn ham with applesauce, plus three
vegetables: new cabbage with ham hocks, mashed white potatoes and early spring beets
in butter. It offered your choice in dessert of either butterscotch pie, sliced pineapple and
wafers, or chocolate cream pie served with coffee, tea, or milk.

The price for that dinner on the menu was 40 cents. If that was too much, you
could order a plate lunch consisting of one meat, two vegetables, bread, butter and a
drink for 25 cents.

In looking through some of Mrs. Robinson’s past menus it seemed she specialized
in all kinds of pies for her desserts. She also frequently served baked Italian macaroni
and scalloped potatoes. On one of her Thanksgiving dinner menus she offergd a five
course dinner for 45 to 50 cents. Folks in those days with 25 to 50 cents aif §vell, yet
they never seemed to gain much weight. But few folks had 25 to 50 cents then and Miss Y1 .

-l ,,u?-w;\ oot ./*) { D202
Robinson’s Keystone and Green Lantern Restauranlt&arg?ﬁ"ﬁart of Rowan’s rich

restaurant history. She finished her cooking career as the pastry chef for the Eagles Nest

Restaurant.
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE AND PLACES
TRAINS, TRAFFIC AND TRAGEDIES

BY
W JAFK D. ELLIS : W
The a@auﬂ 4 Colarrudy / DA x U et 2ud o(ﬂx«(f; (@W{m&
=y
Rowan became a county and Morehead was selected as the county seat in 1856. It %

was not until 1869 that the city was incorporated and it was governed by four

commissioners and a mayor.

In 1875, six years before the railroad arrived in Rowan, Morehead was a village of
300 people. Mt. Sterling, thuty ﬁve miles west was the nearest raﬂroad shlppmg pomt
N /s a 14 :
Cyrus Alley was ’% postmaster and ma11 arnved twice a week There were two ﬂour

_UST
mills, one saw mill, three churches and a one-room common schoo/(\/vﬂhich was not very >
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well attended. | Ql M t ‘ e A
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The Morehead Business Dlrectory of 1875 included: County Ofﬁc1als Warren

Bailey, County Judge; James W. Johnson, County Court Clerk; W.P. Wyatt, sheriff; and
Andrew Humphrey, Tax Commissioner. Lawyers included: J.E. Clark, John Hargis,
W.G. Taber and Z.T. Young. Physicians: H.S. Logan and T.W. Banfield. Preachers:
Rev. H.S. Doyle (Christian) and Rev. James Stewart (Baptist) and a circuit riding
Methodist Preacher from Fleming County. All services were conducted in the
Courthouse. There was one school teacher listed in town by the name of H.T. Littleton.
In 1875 Morehead had two stores, one owned by Colonel Warren Alderson and

the other by Howard Logan. The stores were built of logs with a moss roof. Since the

railroad had not yet reached Morehead, both stores were across the street from the £
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Courthouse. Wheﬁ the railroad came in 1881, business activity moved to First Street.
Mr. Stephen Bishop (Bob’s father) was the cabinet and casket maker in Morehead. He
was also the undertaker with a fancy horse drawn hearse.
It was not qu;lol? tﬁef R)g\éan C’;‘un/t\;' €Var e(ncliqeét tlslat . gl!e%gd/ Ze?anéé gxpe(;lilii e
growing pains. It rapidly becamg ,a center of business activity and was a rail head for
Morgan and Elliott Counties} with the arrival of a new century the city grew rapidly. The
arrival of trains and automobiles into Rowan County brought traffic and tragedy to town.
With many automobiles throughout the county and many graded railroad crossings of

small rural roads, and many trains traveling everyday through Rowan County it was

inevitable that automobiles and trains were going to collide. L
wpesy Mudw M) PENT /N RowH N P38

L

The worst automobile accident in Rowan County’s history happened June 18,
1927. It was about 10:30 a.m. that Alex Patton and his family had been out picking
blackbern'es/ and on their way home they picked up eight year old Elmo Caudill who was
on his way to visit his Aunt Prudie Nickell. They were crossing the C&O tracks at
Bronson Crossing, 3 miles west of Morehead when, according to witnesses, their Ford
Touring car stalled on the track with train No. 27 bearing down on them. There wes W25
screams, grinding of metal and the sickening crash of steel against steel as the train struck
the motionless vehicle. The mass of twisted steel that had been an automobile was
pushed several hundred feet along the track before the train could stop. There was an

eerie silence as onlookers and train crew rushed to the jumbled mass of steel.

Killed on impact were Alex Patton (65) and his wife (35) and their baby Allie

2



Young Patton (5 mb.). Also dead were Grace McClain (15) Mrs. Patton’s daughter by a
previous marriage, and Elmo Caudill (8) son of Mr. And Mrs. Stephen Caudill who had
just been picked up along the road to be taken to visit his Aunt Prudie Nickell. Five year
old Albert McClain, son of Mrs. Patton from a previous marriage was still alive. He was
cut from the wreckage and sent on the next train (No. 23) to Lexington where he
recovered and he became the only survivor of the worst automobile accident in the 150
year history of Rowan County.

O R TR U NOCHR CnLisio S OCCaiR QYER THE enas

oughout the 90 years history of the railroad running through Rowan there have

been numerous tragic collisions of trains and automobiles. Accidents have occurred at
such places as Farmers, Rodburn, Gates and Hayes Crossing. But none as tragic in terms
of loss of life as the one at Bronson Crossing.

This accident was brought to this writer’s attention recently when Ed Briner and
his son from Australia visited me looking for information about their family. Ed’s mother
was a Patton who had left Morehead a few years before the accident and moved to Ohio.
Actually, Ed was born the day of the accident and had always been told about it by his
mother. I was able to help him find a lot of these details that seemed to answer some of
his questions. Even though I remember people talking about this terrible accident for
years, thanks to the Briner famﬂ};l filled in the blanks. Of course, there are no more train

RDWO.N;

or grade crossings in Rean County. But the highways are still dangerous.

Rowaw
It seems that the summer of 1927 saw a lot of violence and tragedy in Rean

County. The same week thgse five people from one family were killed at Bronson

3



et
Crossing, Wallie Nickell’s two year old son was run ov? and killed in front of his-heuse Nomre

bymwssar on U.S. 60 about 100 yards from Bronson Crossing. The child was rushed to the
Nickell Hospital on Main Street, but all efforts to save him failed. The car was driven by
Albert VanHook and it was determined the accident was unavoidable.

That same violent week, John Kiser age 12 of Smile in Rowan County accidently
shot and killed his s!m Iﬁtgher Charlie. An older brother had been out hunting and
left a loaded shotgun on the porch where the 12 year old picked it up and shot through the
window into the house killing his younger brother.

It should be pointed out that one can not be too careful with guns or automobiles.

Both can result in tragedy when one least expects it.
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE & PLACES
THEN & NOW: RAILROADS
BY
JACK D. ELLIS

As Rowan County celebrates its 150™ birthday, it would be interesting to take a
“THEN and NOW?” look at the County and the City. What was going on in our
community at certain periods of our history and comparing those events to the present.

The Elizabethtown, Lexington Railroad combined with the Eastern Kentucky and
Big Sandy Railroad opening up rail service through Morehead in November, 1881. The
first trains through to Morehead brought crowds to the station to see those modern
marvels of transportation. When the rail service opened up, it became the biggest
business in the community as Morehead became a regional shipping and receiving center
as well as a focal point for travel as the railroad was taken over by the Chesapeake and
Ohio line.

Then, the local economy revolved around the railroads. Hotels, restaurants,
businesses, and the population rapidly expanded. Morehead became a regional rail
shipping hub. Rentals of horses and buggies flourished as “drummers” (salesmen)
arrived by train and rented rigs to peddle their wares throughout Eastern Kentucky.

one€
Now, the sales “reps” arrive in their classy automobiles, make thejl/' calls and return home

4

to Lexington, Louisville and Cincinnati.



Most early ‘Morehead businesses were first established near the railroad on what is
now First Street or on Raine Street, located across the railroad tracks. Therefore, the
railroad with its transportation and passenger service, soon formed the lifeblood of the
local economy. For many years the railroad not only brought business into Morehead, it
was the biggest business in the county. Of course, today the economy is much more
diversified with education, health care, recreation, business and industry.

From 1918 (WW I) through WW II and into the 1950s, there were six passenger
trains each day through Morehead. Three going east and three going west. Many
Moreheadians would board the 6:00 a.m. train to Lexington. Then you could walk from
the Lexington depot to downtown Main Street and spend the day shopping and dinning.
They would then board the return train and arrive in Morehead on the 6:00 p.m. train.
(Lexington was also a small town then.) During the 1930s and 1940s, many Morehead
ladies dressed in their latest fashions (including hats) would often spend the day

At Al Lo s ot
shopping in Lexington. Lheasthere were a few men such as George Cline, U.S. District
Attorney, who commuted by train to Lexington each day. Today, many people commute 4
el PR ahigs
Wiﬂ’\ temwetk-outside of Rowan County each day.

As a young teenager, this writer delivered the Lexington Leader in Morehead. It

was an evening paper that arrived in Morehead on the 6:00 p.m. train. I had to meet the

train each evening to get my papers. I can recall seeing the people sitting in the luxurious

George Washington dining car with table cloths and porter service. I would often
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wonder where they were from and where they were going. Also, I recall many local
residents would met the evening train just to see whom had been where and who was
getting off. I never realized that a few years later I would be a part of that group who we uld
sometimes meet the evening train.
m,ﬁh the 1950s (before television), many young married couples in J anis’and
my age group would eat supper and get our children ready for bed in the evening.
Instead of reading them a bedtime story, we would load them in the car and meet the 6:00
train. Now, few families even eat together, or if they do, they eat watching television. Bud a7+ 7

Ve PPN AL X O AL g L treater 4

n the 1960s there was a tremendous growth of the interstate highway system )

ﬂiairline}% the railroads began to deteriorate rapidly. The George Washington
train that ;mce offered luxury rail service through Morehead including dining cars,
smoking cars and sleeping berths, was reduced to two dilapidated weather beaten
coaches. That was a far cry from the service of the past. By 1970, the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad passenger service’s annual loss was 235 million. In 1971, passenger rail
service to Morehead ended. Shortly after that, freight rail service ended and the wei# ,@fmﬁ
tracks were taken up. That ended 90 years of rail service to Morehead.
wme U.S. 60 bypass follows the old railroad tracks through Morehead. Then,
the trains whistles echoed across the W and engines creaked and groaned along the “Ovgsh s |

Dl (4

-tegs. Now, ca;';, and trucks speed by,% trai% tooted their whistle;. Naw,

A

automobile;? blow their horns. Then, the trains stopped to take on wood, water, coal, and



passengers. Now, autO 11 w and wait for trafﬁc lights }0 change T Aeo e oo
Ao wowak W’ ’; 4.:
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Ffom then to now is a dlfferent world and we hope it 1s a better world
FOR MORE ABOUT ROWAN RAILROADS, SEE KENTUCKY MEMORIES:

REFLECTIONS OF ROWAN COUNTY, by Jack D. Ellis.
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE & PLACES
EARLY MOREHEAD - 1881
by

JACKD.ELLIS e
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Thirty six hours after leaving Ashland, the reporter arrived in Morehead which he

called a “pretty little mountain town of about 800 residents.” Among those residents

were two resident physicians: Dr. T.W. Banfield and Dr. C.P. Martin. Dr. Banfield was a
near relative of Dr. Allen Prichard Banfield of Rockville in Lawrence County. Old time
residents H.M. Logan and Colonel Warren Alderson along with the Warner Table &
Company were the leading regional dealers in dry goods and hardware.

There were three hotels in town, one was owned by Mr. Hamilton and Mr.
A s W TR =T p s . o - . S s

Gardner and one owned by H. Clay Powers, and one owned by Mrs. ?arey, called the
(;arey House. It was located across the street from the railroad station and that’s where
the Ashland reporter decided to stay. He wrote, “Mrs. Carey is the daughter of Mayor
Brain:é of Crossroads (later named Farmers), and if there is a women in Kentucky that
can make coffee and corn muffins to the highest degree of perfection, it is Mrs. Carey.
God Bless her.”
RoW U N p-E K Hub B PIOUTHTIO N For Utz ca

In 1881, three years before the beginning of the Rowan County War (1884-1887),

Morehead had a reputation for violence and lawlessness that extended throughout the

state and region. It was for that reason the Ashland reporter came to Morehead. He was

assigned to cover the four murder trails listed on the fall quarterly court docket.



The first case on the docket was Matt Lightfoot, a half-breed Indian who allegedly
murdered Scotchman Joseph McDermott at Crossroads, in western Rowan County (now
Farmers). The second case alleged that James Rayburn of Soldier, Kentucky, “waylaid”
(shot and killed from ambush) Josiak A. Hyatt just outside of Morehead on the Divide
Hill road (now the access road to [-64). This alleged murder had many Moreheadians
incensed and called f:’({zﬂ_the guilty man to be hanged.

l
The thlrd,murder trial wpson of Morehead’s pioneer residents John Hargis wes e L

i
\w as~ 1ndicted for killing Elijah Fraley in an election day argument. The fourth case on the
docket was a murder indictment jointly against Garfield Williams, John and Hiram
Cornett for killing Hezekiah Jones.
These last two killings grew out of the bitter Underwood Holbrook feud in
Western Carter County (1877-79) which spread into Rowan County. (That feud in itself
was a carry over from the Civil War in Kentucky.) There were over a dozen killed in that

feud. It was not until the last adult Underwood was killed that it ended. John Martin % o m Raie n

on "”’7 fought on the side of the Underwoods. That was the same John martin who was a key

At o
figure in he Rowan County War.lidasatyt > (o400 (1550~ (257),
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The results of those four murder trials were not known because the Ashland
Independent reporter had to leave the County early due to an emergency and did not
report the results of those trials. (One wonders if he might have been threatened and left

the County early.) In all probability Z.T. Young, father of Allie W. Young who was a



prominent attornej/ in Eastern Kentucky, defended some of hose accused of murder.

Early trails were a source of entertainment for early Rowan Countians. On Court Day,

the town would be filled and the Courthouse packed with spectators. Frequently there

were wagers on the outcome of trails. Court Day was a social eventet &) (i lexflu (,/t?

The unknown Ashland reporter spend several days in Morehead covering those
sensational murder trials. While here he also wrote the following personal obituary and
society column that was brief and to the point.

November 17, 1881. Morehead, Kentucky,'’

W.G. Taber, Elliottville, one of Rowan County’s oldest citizens is quite ill. The
daughter of Phillip Goodan of Morehead is very sick. A daughter of P.G. Day died
recently. Mrs. B.F. Johnson, mother of Mrs. George Nickell and Mrs. Wallace
McKenzie recently died at the family home on the North Fork of Triplett.

Miss Nanny Ross, age about 19, came among the people of Morehead many
months ago seeking house work to support herself. She was a stranger without relatives
or friends. Recently she became ill and was taken into the home of James E. Clarke,
whose family showed her care and kindness. But she died and was buried before any
information could be obtained about her family and their place of residence. It was
believed that the poor girl came from Wolfe County.

William Nickell, age 55, lies dangerously ill at the home of his brother Andrew

Nickell, Jailor of Rowan County. Phillip Oxley, a pioneer Rowan resident, is



dangerously ill at the home of is step-father James E. Clark. E. J.C. Havens is the town
Marshall of Morehead. Elder J.M. Powers of Christy Creek, known as the “railroad
preacher” had been preaching in the courthouse to a goodly crowd of people. The roving
reporter from Ashland seemed to make a quick exit from Morehead when he wrote,'an”ﬁ r~

unavoidable delay onﬁeﬁway out prevented m-from getting acquainted with many

’
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