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Aew Postmaster.

Morchead \\\I” have a ne\l'
postmaster within the next few
weeks, Judge k. M, Carey,
the ! present eflicient incumbent,
having resigned and J. D.
Caudill, Rowan County's. genial
and popular sheriff. having beert
appointed.” Judge Carey and
Mr. Caudill will exchange prop-
erty. and the new management
will take charge before October
irst,
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U.S. Mail 1914

Jesse Wallace delivering mail to rural Rowan County.
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Library if you need copies.)
Junior Historicai Society - Helen
Surmont

Meeting Notes

Our December 2002 meeting was called off
due to bad weather. Sandy Knipp was to
receive our annual Appreciation Award on
that date, but instead he received it on
December 27 in a surprise ceremony during
the Appalachian Crossroads Live program at
the Duncan Recital Hall on the Morehead
State University campus. He was commended
for his contributions to the conservation of
bluegrass music and our own mountain
musicS .,




Hilda Post Office

On May 11, 1897, Mattie Howard sent
Form 1011 “Location Paper” to the Post
Office Department to establish a post office to
be named Nola. J.H. Fraley, Postmaster of
Morehead, also signed the form. The name
“Nola” was crossed out and changed to
“Hilda.” On the diagram of the area, dated
July 28, 1897, Nola was listed as the name, but
“Hilda, Ky.” was written on the side of the
paper.

Since this post office was not on a route, it
would be a special post office. The mail was to
be supplied by Morehead Post Office, which
was 7 miles east. Plummers Landing Post
Office was 9 miles west. The name of the other
nearest post office to the proposed site was
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Bob Amburgey
Don Green

William Tomlinson

Bill Calvert
Bill Thomas
“Dub” Bellamy
“Fuzzy” Jayne
C.O. Leach
Randy Wells
Bruce Botts
Bobby Gray
Bob Fraley
Henry Glover
Pete Armstrong
Ezra Adkins
Glen Vencil
Jack Carter
and “Zip”
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April 27, 1937—Latter construction phase of Morehead’s
the installation of the stone relief designs of the airplane,
ed the three ways mail was transported. Those stone reli
office on West First Street.

Main Street Post Office during
train and ship. They represent-
efs were moved to the new post



_Page Thirty-One

MOREHEAD POSTOFFICE—The address of nearly everybody in Rowan County is ‘Morehead’

because most rural fourth class offices of by-gone .days have been discontinued and rural pat-

rons are served by more modern RFD - service. It is probable, based on revenue, that Morehead

Postoffice will become 1st class on this Centennial year. The postoffice, pictured above, was

built’ in 1937. Before that time rented gquarters were used and location was often changed when
lg:ases expired.
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Delivered On Route One . ..

Lo\
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Mail Carrier Ends 23, Year Career

How would it feel to retire at the age of 497

Few people ever achieve the qualifications
to successfully finish a career at that age;
however, a Moreheadian has done just that.
Randall C. Wells, 415 Edgewood Drive,
ended a 33-year career with the Morehead
Post Office on Saturday.

Retirement for the 49 -year-old Wells will
not be the proverbial rocking chair
retirement. He has planned an agenda for
the years ahead that includes days of work,
as well as days for his own pleasure.

Wells, or Randy as he is known
affectionately by his many friends and
acquaintances, says he has looked forward
to retiring from the Post Office, since it will
afford him the opportunity to do some things
he wants to do.

Took Job Temporarily

What ended up being an enjoyable and
rewarding career for Wells, began merely as
a part-time or temporary job at the Post
Office in. 1939. Wells took the job while
waiting to be drafted during World War II.
He was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1943
and served until April 24, 1946. He is a
combat veteran of that war and also of the
Korean Conflict. During World War II he
spent time in Europe.

Wells’ retirement is under Civil Service of

which he has been a part since August of
1942. He retired under a new policy which
was effective only from June 5, 1972 to
December 31, 1972. The policy was set up to
reduce the U.S. Post Office Department
work force. When the policy went into effect,
there was a surplus of about 100,000
employes, none of whom could be laid off.

By taking early retirement, rather than
waiting until age 55 to receive full benefits,

Wells’ benefits will be about 11 percent less.

Wells’ first job with the Post Office was as
a substitute clerk carrier with no particular
route. From that time until his retirement,
he served in numerous capacities including
city carrier, clerk in the office, rural route
carrier, money order and registry clerk.

Favored Route One

Eagerly revealing his favorite of all post
office positions, Wells said he was fondest of
being a rural route carrier. He pointed to the
close contact that a rural carrier has with
the persons on his route and said, ‘“You have
a kind of special feeling for those people.”

Wells recalled the many times that
persons along Route One, where he was
carrier for the past seven, would leave fresh
garden vegetables in the mailboxes for him.
It was not unusual at Christmas and special
times of the year for Wells to find other types

of goodies in the mail receptacles.

While he graciously accepted the token
gifts from the Route One families, Wells
performed many kindnesses himself over
the years. Frequently during inclement
weather conditions the rural carrier was
seen delivering mail to the doors of the
senior citizens along his route. He recalled it
was often too cold and bad for some of the
older persons to walk to the mailboxes.

Wells explained how years ago he would
see some member of the family at
practically every mail stop. “Today times
are different, and about the only ones you see
are the older persons or pre-school age
children,”” Wells explained. The older
persons, according to Wells, still anxiously
await delivery of their mail.

Treated The Youngsters /

Many smiling young faces met Wells each
day on Route One, and he made it a point to
remember those happy little ones a
Christmas. He said, ‘I always took Sant
Claus on the route with me at Christm,
time, especially to visit my little speci
friends who came to the mailboxes e
day.”

Route One consists of 446 families v
reside north of U.S. 60 and west of Ky/
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ROWAN COUNTY POST OFFICES (2)

10.

1.

12.

13.

15.

16,

17

18,

19.

POPPING HILL~ 4/30/1879, Wm. W. Phillips; Disc. 7/20/1880;

TRIPLET (sie)e 2/24/18R0, Fielding B. Hamp 7/5/1892, John V.

Shumnat@eees

COGSWiLl- 7/22/18R1, Fielding Alfrev: 1/20/1899, Boone L.
Taboresse 1/4/1906, Wm. P. Cogswelly 6/30/1906, Bert
HeKinneyYeeeo

PARAGON- 4/14/1882, David Nyers; 3/13/1884, John H. DaVeece
11/17/1884, ¥Wm. C. Browng (in Morgan Co. about now)s (back
to Rowan Co. on or before 12/14/1908)s 12/14/1908, John K.
Pnillips; ‘

EADSTON~ 10/23/1082, J. Stout; 11/9/1882, James H. Shumates ...

FREESTONE= 4/16/1983, Henyy F. Marting 7/28/1897, Henry D.
Myeras 12/17/1914, John W. Jones; name change to Bluestone,
k/17/1920, John W. Jones;

FRALSY~ 1/26/1898, John M. Cornett; 10/17/1893, Benjamin T.
MeGilleess 10/3/1911, Wm. Neiillen; Dise. 12/31/1913 (mail
to Sideway): .

LUNSON- 2/25/1888, Pantly Re. Muse; 12/26/1889, Hiram D.
Lyttleton (8ic)ee.o 7/1/1912, Rosa E. Nulleng Disc. 11730/
1914 (mail to Cranston)s

RODBOURN- 9/3/1888, Amos S. Hixsons 2/17/18%4, Henry G.
Yincilesoe 12/3/1909, tichael T. Dillons Disc. effective
1/31/1922 (mail to Eadston)s

MINOR- &/15/1800, Wm. Re. Wells; 11/28/19035, Green Wilsong



ROWAN COQURTY POST OFPIcEs (3)

20,

Z2l.

22,

26,

27

28,

29

30 ']

PEKIN~ §6/27/1891, John G. Evanss; 3/17/1892, Annie Plank; Disc.
?/15/18%2;

IBY~ 10/5/1892, John Kelly: Disc. 6/21/1895 (no papcrs sent);

WAGNER~ 4/2/1894, Sanuel B. Caudills &/26/1898, Abel Caudill....

DEBORD (sic)- 4/2/1894, Joel H. DeBord (sic); 4/19/1899, Joseph
Co Williams: 10/21/1899, Howard M. Turners Disc. 19/3/1900,
effective 10/15/1900 (papers to Morehead):

CLAYTON~ 6/4/1894, Aaron MeRoberts; 2/8/1895, Wm. M. Ball;
Disc. 9/13/1895 (papers +to luses Mills, Flening Coc.)s

HILDA~ 6/30/1897, Mattie M. Howard; 4/19/1899, John E. Johnson;

L3

MIZPAH- 8/5/1897, Wm. Pattony 5/15/1900, Henry R. Jchnsong
6/21/1900, Rebscea J. Harrisy Disc. 6/6/1905, effective
6/30/1905 (mail to FElliottville):

CRIX- 2/11/1899, Robert Arnold; 6/1/1903, Jesse H. Cornett;

Dise. 3/20/1905, effective 4/15/19085 (mail to Wacner)i: Re=egt.
12/22/1906, Wesley Coxg a/ig/iglu Elijah K. Warrenees.

CHRISTY- 4/5/i899, Malissie F. Bradley '&/22/1900. Hiram H.
Stamperecoe

RAMEY- 10/14/1901, John H. Ramey; 12/29/1903, Wm. F. Pratercecc.

RLUEBANK- 11/1/1901, T.¥. Razor, order rescinded 12/6/1901;



ROWAN COUNTY POST OPPICES (4)

31. CRANSTON~ 97/17/1902, James A. Littleton, deeclined; 8/28/1302,
Belford Fe Hams 12/11/1906, Nellie A. LittletoNsess

92, VALE= 1/29/1903, Georze W. Bruce; 5/9/1911, Tesse AdomSeces

93, DRY CREEK~ 7/27/1903, John M. Debord (sic), order rescinded
4/21/1904; :

I, WALTZ. 12/26/1906, Dawson M. Waltzy 3/19/1907, George W.
Waiﬁz. & 6e

' 35, HALDEMAN= 2/12/1907, David Leadbetter: ?/16/1909, Henry K
LeighoWesss , J2ames € Leighow Nuv (51909, Ernesy sKer, iR
B pril 26, [9dg Thomos A idridg &, /MarcnB) jaksf, Delpers C Kepley,
Mey ¢ 1q9es, Woanmerle ldridge Septi5 1967 __ ciosed 993

36, CLEARFIZLD- 8/4/1908, Bladne Fultong 3/15/1918, Howard M.

Turnerecee 7/))/239, hnrve PowNe Iaze pes
) e\Retne/ MHell (o
Ganl 3tavmpern, / / He g ey

37, CRANEY~ 2/2/1910, U.G. Blair; 3/29/1928, willle 4. Bishop;

18, OSHARKEY- est. in Fleming Co. 7/10/1913, Lewis H. Ratliff;
12/28/1921, Jennie L. Ratliffy Disc. effective 2/15/1927
(m2il to Ringos Mills); Reeest. 3/16/1923, Samuel H.
Sorrell; (into Rowan Ce., on or before 3/16/1928); 3/15/
1928, Samuel N. Sorrellg

39, SMILE. 9/12/1913, Lydis J. Caudill; 11/3/1929, Maud Richardson...



ROVAN _COUNTY POST OFFIGES (&)

Lo, LONGWAY~ 7/20/19164, Wm. Wagonery 7/16/1917, Russell Jones;
Disce 9/29/1917 (mail to Sideway):

L), NEWWAY {sic)- 8/22/1919, Henry C. Caudill; Disc. effective
12/31/1925 (mall 4o Waltz)s

42, CGRIN~ 97/14/1920, John W. Barber; Disc., effective 11/15/1921
{m241 tc Morshesd)s

Ly, HAMMY (sic)« 6/21/1923, Rushie Martt;

-

Kentyc K
ap/ygl?"/’//\ﬂ/y\f' cy ?MW‘AS,—Q}PS £ & (),

e cord p{’ Q'VHC/U,' FokW\) US PO Archives.



MOREHEAD MEMORIES-PEOPLE AND PLACES
R R i e =
Do some of you EARMERS want to go to ? First, hitch up your
buckboard and grease its wheeLCOGSWEI I, so you don’t have»é RODBURN out.
Please remember that you can go éither the LONGWAY, or the NEWAY. However, the
most scenic route is across a DY CREEK, beside a neat CLEARFIELD and through
lovely VALE. As you look arcund you might think, this is really funny, and you woui! -
SMILE or even GRIN. |
When lunch time comes, you can eat a HAMM sandwich. Following lunch, if you

are thirsty, and even if you’r%(MINQR, you can get a drink out of PINESPRINGS. You
stop at GILLS MILLS and buy a bag of meal before proceeding on through regal QUEEN
CITY. There you cash your check at the new BLUEBANK. Suddenly you realize this is
IBY (abbreviation for the international biological year) and, you wonder if the bank is

IBY ready.

As you continue on your journey, you PEKIN the next CRIX you cross, and see

little SHARKEY(s) swimming around. Your horse almost bolts as you cross noisy

POPPIN HILL, and then you notice most of the BLUESTONE has washed off the road.

When you reach the RAMEY house, you DEBORD (step down off of your buckboard),

and ask them to get some FREESTONE on the road, before you reach CRANEY.
Waving at your old girlfriend HILDA, FRALEY, you feel like a PARAGON of

virtue. Now that she’s married, you congratulate her on her new TRIPLETT(s). You

think you are lost when the Hogtown community is now called ELLIOTTVILLE, and the



North Fork of Licking community is called BANGOR.

You forgot that you were supposed to meet your Pa on the road, and you WALTZ
right on by and MIZPAH.. You go back and get Pa and HALDEMAN on over to
LCILAYTON. As you enter into town, you’re sorry you didn’t bring your new girl friend,

CHRISTY, but you just didn’t want to have to WAGNER around. Also, you missed

EADSTON, CRANSTON, and MUNSON, that cannot be included in this fable.

*Each word in black capital letters was once the name of a post office in Rowan County.
There have been 44, and in 1998, there were four: MOREHEAD, ELLIOTTVILLE,
FARMERS, and CLEARFIELD. HALDEMAN, ﬁ@stablished on February 12, 1907 )
was the last post office to be discontinued in Rowan County. It’s doors were closed on
January 2, 1997, and Avenelle Eldridge was the last postmaster. David Leadbetter was

the first post master in 1907.

14



Pictorial History Book

Betty Sharp has reported that book sales had reached $1,295.65 with 47 persons ordering 57
books. The committee is now working on organizing the photographs into categories and will
soon start on captions.

Cogswell Post Office
The Post Office at Cogswell was located in southern
Rowan County in a rural farm community along the
Licking River where Cave Run Lake is now located.
It is believed that the community was named before
the post office was established on 26 July 1881.
The post office remained open until 30 April 1956.
The Postmasters were:
Fielding Alfrey 1881
William Phelps Cogswell 1906
Harvey N. Alfrey 1909
Anna Alfrey 1911 -1933
W. L. Ellis 1933
Lloyd Ellis 1934 -1949
Charles Ellis 1949 -1951
Nellie Alfrey McKenzie 1951

Scciety T-Shirts
Rowan County Historical Society T-shirts are available!! You can chose either the large logo or
small, and in a variety of sizes and a rainbow of colors for $10.00 each.

Calendars from previous years are also available for $5.00 each.
"To order by mail:

item, color, size

Name

Address

City State Zip,

Please inclose $3.20 postage for the first item and $1 for each additional item.

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month at the Rowan County Public Library. For
more information, call Helen Surmont at 784-9527 or write to: Rowan County Historical Society,
PO Box 60, Morehead, Ky. 40351.



Hamm Post Office

Established 21 June 1928; Discontinued 23 September 1955 § N s

mail routed to Elliottville. ﬁ

Postmasters:

Rushie Martt (Mrs.) 21 June 1928

Norman Nickell 30 April 1935

Davis W. Kidd 20 March 1936

Mrs. Gertrude Blankenbeckler 20 April 1943
Mrs. Flossia McDaniel 12 June 1948

Mrs. Gertrude Blankenbeckler 7 April 1949
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“ONE OF KE‘ITUCKY’S GREATER WEEKLIES”

MOREHEAD, KENTUCKK, THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1940

1Scientist, Holtzclaw,
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nIn—l—Vl: Cause United States
Politicxl Scientist

Head Alumni Group
For Year 1940-41 -

Alumni Day was held Saturday,
May 25, at the College with a
small group present.

Robert Sandford, Russell teach-
er, was elected as president of the

fation for the year.
Mary Alice Calvert, Morehead

Sandford Named To | .
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—‘Je'fterson' Day was™ 'appropriately
‘Observed Monday - by a series' of
dances,staged by Young- Demgeratic
Clubs- over the state and by Jeffer-
son Day banquets held by older mem-

bers-of - the  Democratic party, equ-

a—"errCollege —held—inéthecoltege—gym-—|

nasium Monday night. :
The dance was_featured . by twc
‘hours of .square __dancing _followed

n]ly _wide_scattered.-Locally-the-dayx :

‘Rural Mail Route
“To Be Established

"~ So lox.mg ago_that it was almost for

JekaouL_DLMomhesd,_Word~wﬂ<

| instructor-in-piano;:presented a
gram at the regular chapel
Friday morning .as follows:

__ Jane Young
Row, Row, Row Your Boat
by MacGregor

-uf—ofﬂcr‘vhﬂl“‘bv““’iﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁfm"m
| William :H.Rées, Judge of_the Court.|
of Appeals of Kentutky. Dean Wil
lhm—-H*Vaughur'w'lll 1ntroduce tuu

l(usle. will .‘..be Iurnhhed hy,J.h

The pupﬂs of borothy J. Riges;
period

Brother James, arr, By MacGregor
Jeanne Fielding, Katheryn Barber,

To Broadcasl"'l'h%

!Ei‘”Choraf “elab’ ol M
Tue‘hon Colloge,,

Department. of ‘Miislé of thé"
The--singers. will . be- hssisted
Keith' P. Davis,” first violinj
Harpham, second volin; .. C
Thaw,--viola,—and —Evelyn-H:
cello. Misg Dorothy J. Riges;”
or of - piano, - and Casper
flautist, with the cellist of the
quartet, will be heard “wi
chorus, .

A feature of the progmm
chorus in-a :transeription-odat)
‘ous “Liebestraum” by ~Fran:
|.the premier -of -Mr._Horton’s
-eription—of—‘Polonaise—Milit:

Jpro-

arr,

Foceived at the local post’ office last
weck ‘that the petition which wag
cn‘culated two yenrs _ago has brought

results- nllu uun the rom,e, 'SBX'VHIL

___ _composer at the. .piano
‘Song of the Seashell

o 5 fong_Mar;r Ella_Lappin=——-_

==

onents=-of—the]
ie drill for the

l"'“l eam ‘by—m"v—bmw—ﬂf—mﬂ—e\zemug_wuh

-—1-Hogge:—
,ea‘tzs—ﬂspﬂ—,gr—ﬁrt—-ﬁehlsnd-the—d&v—me—featm ed

tound ‘dancing. The-Morehead Stats
{ Teachers-College Young-Demoecratic
Club n headed by . Lige Monroc.

Hilda; - ngw
Mills; Sharky, Ramey,. F‘armers. and
back to Morehead” may receive this
mme,,hegmmng July 1. of tlus

residents - /between ildn; -

vear, -

‘Little Prmce‘

~Crooks -

- Krogmanr
Angeline. Francis, . Joyce Ann Wolf.

— Krogmann
.Ruth Martm, Margaret Crooks, Hnrry

piano composition-by—Frederk
in. Mr.” Horton’s ‘“‘Choral F.
and his arrangement of the
“tucky folk songs,” “Madany,~
Come ‘A-Courting”” and ‘‘Prett
Miss,”” will_also..—be heard.
anthems; “Send Forth Thy

———(Continued On Plge Two)

| cheral numbers .include two:
by Archangelcky and—‘{Hospo.

by-the-annual-Jeffemon-Day banquet-|
held at the Henry Clay Hotel, The

that will rep- mwm attended by appronmat

—__The_route_will _be “established Ly

sire it; according to the notice -Ir

mtergouegmte
neat start last

Aoy K)
v-_y two-hundred; among I.uvxu acvuuﬂ

from. Morehead, o

Those Trom MTéhead who aff a
—ed;the_.,,Ashland” banquet —were  Mr:-

ine—up

Fthat-time; provided-125-patrons—de.-.

'other words, 125 patrons ..of the|.
-rroute - must—signify - their- desire —tc—

"Rowan-Club- Wlll

Spons or_,Cleanup |

‘lui’* by Lvovsky, as well"ast
-the-sengs-of-the-‘American='
dour,” Stephen C. Foster,-fo
the chorus is named.

The string quartet- will ﬂp]

ot -the—dailyservice—by-signi

2

bl ed
,erect boxes for their. majl. There

lOd‘ll

and Mrs.-V, D. Flood. Mr, and Mrs.

3f"Hunﬂ_ﬂm,
rear hére Apri?
game that hae
1, There is the.
-game __series.
e of -Danville;
Iarrogate,=Ten-
of Louisville
-Green - and

[aterial

7ear is as goed
the Eagles won
hip and Coack-
7or'v{ard to a
ion. Besides the
rveral freshmen
land positions.
'rning the eligi-.
ar men for var.
s making their
The better
hat are striving

‘el Vinson, Luke
', Tommy Ryan,
‘Anderson,
The last twc
other twelve. ot
nown quantities.

fty” ’
n,

Werren~Fletcher, Mrs_ Grace Ford. |
O.-P.-Carr—DanParker—GCharles Hol
brock, Allie Mannin, P. S. Hnwnrd
and Jack Wilscen,

|~ The address of “the evening was
delivcred by Conmss‘ﬁiﬁfmﬁr—}’
‘Ccr.nery:oi.Masechths

UNCLE OF MRS. TOLLIVER
DIES AFTER OPERATION

Mrs. H. B.. Tolliver received
word _§&mday- night that her uncle
John C. Carter of West Liberty had
passed away. Mr, Carter suffered a
fall Sunday afternoon and wag rush-
ed to the Good Samuritan hospita!
in Lexington, Everything that was
possible was done for Mr. Carter.’
but he passed away at 10:00 o’clock.

Funeral services were held Tues
day at 2:00 p. m. at West Liberty.
Those from here, who drove to the
funeral were Mr. and Mrs, . Ottc
Carr. Mrs. Tolliver went to West

Be Awarded

old.

3

Liberty: Monday. Mr, Carter, at the
time of his death, was seventy years

do "this, since-the majority of -them

‘I:he Rowan- County- Women 8-

mmmtrfrumﬂrﬁeeﬁmm
tet e

e ;._::_'?z.n

Club

1§ Jht.tre ‘doubt that the-patrons-will: ;hns—tormulstetplans for Morehead’s

annual “Clean Up Campaign.”.

_were signerg on the petition circulat-
ed two years ago.

The estabhshment of the route, ac
_cording to _the postmaster,- will-not
-mean-the discontinuance of the rura!
post—offices _that —at—present —serw
this territory. It will mean a quick-
er daily service to the residents of
the' section. -The mail man will de-
liver the mail daily to your ‘door or
your mail bov, which will-be a ad-
cided improvement to the majority of
the rural citizens,

It is understood that a petition i
now being circulated to prevent the
establishme® of the route. It is no
expected that (enough signers will
be obtained to sign petition tc
prevent the step forward that every.
rural route established means.

For years the News has been
‘agitating for the establishment of
rural routes out ~of : Morehead te
serve the people of -the rural sections
‘better. The - establishment of this
route means not only quicker ser,
vice to these citizens, but it means
employment to at least one additional

the seventh, eight, ninth,
eleventh;—and - twelfth—grades;

five hunderd words.
8 x 11 1-2 or typewriter sheet

Principal will place a number
each paper submitted to him;-

numbers used. In this way the
ges will not know the name of

ed.
Slogan —

The Rowan County Woman’s
will give a $2.00 prize for the

best and secand best slogan.

year the Club i is sponsoring-an essay
and slogan. contest for. students of
tenth,

rules of the contest” are as follows:
SubJect Z= ¢Make Moréehead Clean |
|and  Attractive,” Length — About
Size of paper,

Preferably typed but if not typed, }.CJOW and James “Neal,

written neatly in ink. There will be '
no name written on papers, but the

will keep the list of names with the

ils g’raded until prize essay is select-
Select a catch slogan

such as “Morehead, Clean and Beaut
iful,” “Clean Up Morehead,” etc.

essay, $1 00 for second best essay;
the same amounts will be given for

Slogans must be handed to Prin-

Th\v

Varslty Debaters ko

Eastern Here Tlmrx;

‘The

—Rlijah Ho, and Earl De
Morehead debate team, won
animous decision over the -
composed of
T
evening in a debate sesswn
i the administration buxldmg‘
freshmen team of Alton Pay’
Howard Eckles upheld the a-
ive against Lucien Wilcox a:
ald Michelson, Eastern’s
negative vargity team. M
lost this debate by a two-to-
cision,

The subject for debate w
SOLVED:: that Congress sh(
empowered, by a two third
to override Supreme Court d
declaring acts of Congres§ u
tutional. :

Clyde Burton acted as c!
in the former debate ~and
Clark ¥n the latter, e

Dr. Hounchell, Eastern

size, | first varsity

Ol“
and

jud-
pup-

Cluk
best

(Continued On Page -Two )
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Depression Post Office Murals_'

and Southern Culture
A Gentle Reconstriiction
By Sue Bridwell Beckham
Louisiana State University Press
338 pp., $32.50

' The reviewer is a c«:urlor-.loumal edno«
.- Hal writer.

. Thankfully, Sue Bridwell Beckh
‘='doesn’t-maintain’ that .Southern post’
"'1ice’ ‘Mdrals ‘are "gréat ait: sumaws
-.make  a winning - case,. however, -fo 'i
viewing them as something more than
s Dépression-era curios: Indeed, her'book
“'—'a ‘cultural history of white rural"‘?
Southerners as revealed through murals-
— leaves one eager for a stroll through
any number of post offices, includlng»“
those in Berea and Morehead. S
Decorating post offices with murals
was part of a federal effort to bring th
South into step with the rest of th
country, - undertaken during an: era;
when Washington also was creating jobs,‘
for millions of unemployed Americans, «
including artists. The aim was to ‘com-.
mission murals that were intelligible to
the masses and so innocuous they ;ofs: |
fended no one. What -evolved--was @
body of work that serves as “an ideal .
vehicle for the study of Southern mid-u.
. dle- and working-class consciousness
during the late 1930s,” a timé when:
Southerners. chaffed under stereotypes::
lazy, sickly, dirty bumpkins. 4
What Southerners wanted to remem
ber was their once respected and powe
ful position in the country. They clung to.
“the fantasy that a beautiful way of life .
had been. lost and that Southerners,
forced to fight their own compatriots, drlsv
so bravely and with chivalry.” . ... .. .
It is this view that emerges in m
rals, nowhere more purely than in
Kentucky post offices decorated
Frank Long. Elsewhere, stamp buyers
had to make do with murals doné’ b@y‘ ;
artists who skewed history -and - kovy ;
towed shamelessly. to the brass in Wash-
ington. Long committed few such ‘sins. o
He knew Kentuckians and their:history,
and he welcomed their comments on -
work in progress. His Berea Post Offic ice
mural proved to be the ‘“‘most chamg
ing” in the South, the author said. ‘
Long drew upon the days when cor% s
7 i

3
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Frank Long, muraliqt

of Depression, dies

HERALD-LEADER STAFF REPORT

‘Frank Weathers Long, an
artist best remembered in Ken-
tugky for his Depression Era mu-
rals that adorn post offices and
other public buildings throughout
the state, died Friday in Diamond-
head, Miss. He was 92.

Mr. Long, a Knoxville, Tenn.,
native who _formerly lived in
Berea, was one of an army of
artists ‘that the federal Works
Progress Administration used to
decorate public buildings during
the 1930s. ‘

‘He did murals at the old
Louisville, Morehead and Berea
post-offices and the University of
Kentucky’s Margaret 1. King Li-
brary. Other murals by Mr. Long
are in public and private build-
ings in Illinois, Indiana, Okla-
homa, Maryland and South Car-
olina.

His paintings, done in flat,
subdued colors, -included images
of hard-working and hard-playing
people. ,

Mr. Long described his experi-
ences as a muralist in Confessions
of a Depression Muralist, pub-
lished in 1997. :

- The UK Art Museum and
Berea College’s Rogers Gallery
have had exhibitions of other
paintings by Mr. Long. His works
are in several prominent muse-

: dms, including the .Smithsonian

Institution, and private collections
throughout the country.

Mr. Long studied at the Chica-
go Art Institute and the Pennsyl-
vania Academy of Fine Arts in
Philadelphia during the 1920s. An
avid runner, he qualified for the
1928 U.S. Olympic team, but went
to Paris to study at Academie
Julien, instead. :

He maintained a studio in
Berea from the early 1930s to the
early 1940s. He returned to Berea
later in the 1940s and established
a workshop where he designed
and created fine jewelry, and re-
turned to Kentucky yet again for
a brief time in the late 1950s.

During the 1950s and 1960s,
Mr. Long was a member of the
U.S. Department of the Interior’s
Indian Arts and Crafts Board, a
position that took him to Alaska,
New Mexico and Florida, where
he advised tribes in arts and
crafts programs.

" Mr. Long is survived by his
wife, Laura Long, and a daughter,
Angela Petruncio. .

A private memorial service
will be later. Contributions are
suggested to the UK Art Museum.
Riemann Funeral Home in Bay St. |
Louis, Miss, is in charge of
arrangements.
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Sunday morning, as usual the
citizens of Morehead went, by force
of habit to'the old post office in
the Caskey building and found the

~fTrce deserves a great deslof credit
in the way in which they handled
their moving, with no .interuption
whatsoever in mail delivery.
There is no doubt that the new
| post office building, in whi¢h the
. | Morehead post office is now locat-
ed is a credit to the city and to
the federal government. It is com-
modious - and - welllighted, and-is
bexutifully finished. The lobby is
roomy, in coptrast 10 the lobby in
the old and every article
of furniture i3 sn added touch of
perfection. .
In the delivery room, the em-
ployees have ample space.to sort
uumnlndmltreawfordi
) . The room is large and well;
(Continued On Page 8ix) u:;r’ud udm«m?etobe little

Flﬁrﬂl'v_e? Cast N e T
For Coming Play

private office for the post master,
comforably furnished and ventilat-
od.
——4Mellerdrammer*-To Be—
- Produced November 17

Another convenience is a special
room for the rural carriers, where
they may make themselvevs com-
fortable while they wait for their
mail to be sorted and made up.
Taken all in all, Morehead should
be tinctly proud ef their new
federal building, and distinctly
grateful to Congressman Fred M.
Vinson for his efforts in obtaining
the funds for its erection.

.| repald in one week ending October |-

| whieh' Congress Tecently voted to .

-|tlon program includes debt adjust-

Hyf S wemems  Wesww MEssvy [ WAVWVA §.OT  YWRED
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wife, Mary Foley, on March 15, 1901.
Altogether he had eight children. He was
buried in Macphelah Cemetery in Mt.
Sterling.

Allie Young had a partner in his law office
named James Clay. James virtually took over
the law office when Allie became a senator
and James handled most of the trials. Allie
had a very famous secretary, Cora Wilson
Stewart. Mrs. Stewart was a great teacher
who started the famous “Moonlight School”
in Rowan County.

The building also had other uses. After
Allie Young’s death, Mrs. Reulah Stewart
used it to house her seamstress business. It
was later used as Bo’s Barber Shop until he
moved into a new site.

The Law Office of Allie Young should be
preserved for future generations so they can
learn about the historical significance of this
building and the man who owned the
building. Allie Young has helped thousands
of people by helping our community get
Morehead State University. He helped many
Rowan County citizens get out of legal
troubles and he helped make many new laws
as a senator. The Law Office of Allie Young
deserves to be preserved and protected, so
future generations can iearn about the
buildi

Wagner Post Office

As the proposed postmaster, Samuel B.
Caudill signed Form 1011 (location paper) dn
March 12, 1894, for a new post office to be
called Wagner. It would be located in Rowa
County one mile east of Craney Creek and 1
miles north of the Licking River. Minor Post
Office was 4 2 miles east and Morehead 10
miles west. Elliottville was 6 miles north. Th
name of the nearest railroad was Chesapeake
and Ohio. The new post office was to be
classified as a special office, as it was not on a
route and mail would be supplied from
Morehead. The population to be served was
75. John W. Fraley, Postmaster of Morehead,
also signed form 1011.

Samuel B. Caudill was commissioned
Postmaster April 2, 1894, and resigned this
position March 28, 1898. Abel Caudill was
appointed Postmaster April 26, 1898. He sent
a location form to the Division of Topography
of the Post Office Department on February
18, 1911, stating that Crix was the nearest
post office by traveled road and was 4 miles
west. The mail was still supplied from

Morehead, 12 miles distant. Wagner Post
Office was on Route 29127. Anna Fultz was
appointed Postmaster on May 29, 1929. The
post office was discontinued September 7,
1933. Effective September 30, 1933 mail was
sent to Hamm Post Office.

Did you know that eight United States
Presidents were/are descended from
passengers on the Mayflower? Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and the Presidents Bush had
four Mayflower ancestors in common,
therefore they were cousins—however many
times removed! Barbara Pierce Bush also
had an ancestor who sailed on the Mayflower,
although not the same one in her husband’s
line. Zachary Taylor and Franklin Roosevelt
also had common Mayflower ancestry.
Former Vice President Dan Quayle is
descended from Myles Standish and John
Alden. If you would like to explore more of
our presidents’ Mayflower ancestries, these
two sites are helpful:

http://members.aol.com/calebi/presidents.html

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Ridge/4602/pr
ez.html

NEXT GENERATION GENEALOGISTS

A modern mother is explaining to her
little girl about pictures in the family photo
album. "This is the geneticist with your
surrogate mother and here's your sperm
donor and your father's clone. This is me
holding you when you were just a frozen
embryo. The lady with the very troubled look
on her face is your aunt, she's the family
genealogist."
[found on the WWW at:
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~tracers/gene

alog.htm|

Thank you to the contributors to this issue:
Gary Lewis, Willow Leach, Avanelle
Eldridge, and Betty Sharp, and to Fred
Brown for printing the newsletter. Special
thanks to the children for letting us share
their essays.

Editor: Linda Lowe

(Email: l.lowe@morehead-st.edu)




1897-1898 Rowan County, KY School Census
POPLAR GROVE SCHOOL

Parent/Guardian Name - Child’s name, sex-age

Abel E.Caudill — Jesse F., m-17, Elizzie A., f-15, & Thm. E., m-12
J. F. Stamper — Henry Cyntha, f-14, John W., m-13, Nancy A., f-10, & Sarah F., -6
J. V. Bentley — Rosa B., f-16, Jesse F., m-14, Wm. C., m-12, John C., m-10,
Benjamin S., m-8, & Mirtie, -6
John Kidd — Hamilton, m-17, Mary, f-13, & David, m-8,
L. P. McBrayer — Martha E., f-18, Arch, m-15, Wm. E., m-14, Lillie M., f-12, & Charles H., m-10
Ben F. McBrayer - Mertie, f-16 (married0
John M. McBrayer — M. B. Day, {-11
Harison McBrayer - Ollie, {-14
Elijjah Wilson — Birl, m-13, Lee, m-12, Mirtie D., -9, & Sarah J., f-6
Wm. D. Royse — Henry R., m-13, & Reosa E., {-7
Albert Royse — Jas. W.,, m-8, & O. E., m-6
W. O. B. Fraley — Molie, f-18, G. W.,m-15, Henry C., m-15, & N.R.,m-6
M. T. McDaniel — Dan, m-15. & Elizzie, {-10,
S. T. Profet (?Prophet) — Kelly, m-12, Nancy, -9, & R. L., m-8
Thomas Dillon — Geo., m-15, Rosa, f-13, Frank, m-10, Willie, m-8, & Effie, {-6
Wm. Campbell — Evert, m-7, & Plenny (?), {-6
J. R. Coffee — Noah, m-12
S. A. Debord — J. H. Nickell, m-12
Silas Caudill — Amanda, f-17 (married)
H. C. Scaggs — Sarah A., {-18, Mollie, f-14, Lewis L., m-12, Nancy, f-10,
Oliver, m-8, & Mabhaley, -6
S. B. Caudill - B. F., m-19, Alvin, m-15, Irving, m-13, Cyntha J., f-10, & Herbert H., m-8
Oliver S. Caudill — Mertie, f-16 (married)
Henry B. Caudill — John M., m-14, & Jas. H., m-9
D. D. Scaggs — Mason, m-16, Jonah, m-12, Harland, m-10, & Nila, -8
G. W. McDaniel — Lizzie, f-19 (married)
Abel Caudill - Daniel B., m-18, J. E., m-17, D. C., m-15, C.P.,m-13, H. M., f-11, & W. H., m-9

District 10 — Poplar Grove (Post Office address for parent/guardian — Wagner, KY)
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Frank Long, murah%t
of Depressmn, dies

HERALD{.EADER STAFF REPORT
‘Frank Weathers Long, an

artist best remembered in Ken-

tucky for his Depression Era mu-
rals that adorn post offices and
other public buildings throughout
the state, died Friday in Diamond-

head, Miss. He was 92.

- Mr. Long, a Knoxville, Tenn.,
native  who formerly lived in
Berea, was one of an army of

artists ‘that the federal Works

Progress Administration used to
decorate public buildings during
the 1930s.

‘He did murals at the old’

Louisville, Morehead and Berea
post offices and the University of

Kentucky’s Margaret I King Li-

brary. Other murals by Mr. Long

are in public and priyate build-

ings in Illinois, Indiana, Okla-
homa, Maryland and South Car-
olina.

His pamtmgs done in flat,

subdued colors, ‘included images
- of hard- workmg and hard-playing
- people.’

Mr. Long described his experi-
ences as a muralist in Confessions
of a Depression Muralist, pub-
lished in 1997.

The UK Art Museum and
Berea College’s Rogers Gallery
have had exhibitions of other
paintings by Mr. Long. His works
are in several prominent muse-

. ums, including the Smxthsoman

Institution, and private collections
throughout the country.

Mr. Long studied at the Chlca ‘
go Art Institute and the Pennsyl-
vania Academy of Fine Arts in
Philadelphia during the 1920s. An
avid runner, he qualified for the
1928 U.S. Olympic team, but went
to Paris to study at Academie
Julien, instead.

He maintained a studio in
Berea from the early 1930s to the
early 1940s. He returned to Berea
later in the 1940s and established
a workshop where he designed
and created fine jewelry, and re-
turned to Kentucky yet again for
a brief time in the late 1950s.

During the 1950s and 1960s,
Mr. Long was a member of the
U.S. Department of the Interior’s
Indian Arts and Crafts Board, a
position that took him to Alaska,
New Mexico and Florida, where .
he advised tribes in arts and
crafts programs ; '

" Mr. Long is survwed by his
wife, Laura Long, and a daughter,
Angela Petruncio.

A private memorial service
will be later. Contributions are:
suggested to the UK Art Museum.
Riemann Funeral Home in Bay St.
Louis, Miss,, is in charge of

. arrangements.
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES - PEOPLE AND PLACES
EARLY POSTAL SERVICE, PART 1
BY
JACK D. ELLIS

Prior to the Revolutionary War, the early colonials had their own postal system,
and they saw little reason to standardize the system. Therefore, there was a "hodge
podge" of mail from one state to another. But on May 1, 1693, Andrew Hamilton was
‘appointed by King William III of England "to receive and dispatch mail between the
American Colonies and all parts of the civilized world". (The Colonies must not have
been considered civilized then.) The Crown designated the Richard Fairbanks Tavern in
Boston, as the center of postal exbhange between England and the Colonies. But in any
event, Andrew Hamilton could be considered the first Postmaster General in the new
world. However, it was not until July 26, 1775, that the first Continental Congress
meeting in Philadelphia, agreed that a Postmaster General be appointed at a salary of
$1,000 per year.

The "modern" U.S. mail delivery system as we know it today began in 1836. It
was then that Congress enacted legfslation providing for "the business-like operation of
the U.S. Postal System". President John Tyler recommended the appointment of Amos
Kendall as the Postmaster General in 1845. It was at that point that the new Postal

Service was born. Prior to that time, each state had their own mail delivery service and

saw no reason to standardize the system. But that changed rapidly under the U.S. Mail



System.

When gold was discovered in California in 1848, there was an urgent need for
overland mail delivery to California. It was then that William Russell established the
Pony Express. He advertised in the newspapers as follows: "Wanted: skinny, wiry
fellows not over 18. Must be expert riders willing to risk death daily. Orphans
preferred." Thus, the Pony Express was established as a private enterprise. The Pony
Express route covered 2,000 miles from St. Joseph, Missouri to California. The route was
through wild un-explored territory, and many Pony Express riders were killed by Indians.

The first overland mail arrived in California in May, 1848. It required 10 % days,
and 75 horses to accomplish that spectacular feat. The fastest overland trip ever made by
the Pony Express was 7 days and 17 hours. That was done in order to deliver President
Abraham Lincoln’s inaugural address in 1861. The Pony Express was a romantic part of
the early mail delivery system in this country. It did much to unite this nation when the
California settlers realized they could communicate across country in 10 days.

Rowan County’s relationship to the U.S. Postal System began even before the
county was formed. However, since its formation, there have been 44 post offices
established throughout the almost 150 years of Rowan County history. Triplett was the
first post office established in what is now Rowan County. However, in 1828, what is
now Morehead was called Triplett, and was then a part of Fleming County. Early

Morehead postmasters included: Henry L. Powers (1828), John R. Powers (1835), F.



Powers (1848), (Iﬂ 1856, the name was changed to Morehead when Rowan County was
formed) John Hargis (1857), James H. Hargis (1872), James W. Johnson (1873), Harrison
G. Burns (1873), and Cyrus Alley (1874).

On July 22, 1856 when Rowan County was formed, the name Triplett was changed
to Morehead, and John Hargis was the first postmaster at Morehead. It is interesting to
note that the Morehead Post Office was discontinued briefly June 20, 1873, when James
W. Johnson was postmaster. It was re-established just one month later on July 22, 1873
with Harrison G. Burns as the new postmaster. That break in continuity was probably
because of the change in postmasters.

There was very little mail arriving in Rowan County in those early days.

Therefore the job of postmaster was very much a part time job. There was very little mail
and few people could even read or write. In the early days of Rowan County, the mail
was slow, expensive and unreliable. In 1860 the population of Morehead was about 200,
and Rowan County’s population was 2,282. Before the railroad was built through
Morehead in 1881, it was still an insolated community with a population of 400.
However Rowan County had a population of 4,420 in 1880. What little mail that came to
Morehead came via steamboat to Maysville, or by stagecoach through Fleming County.
Colonel Warren Alderson’s freight line brought the mail from Maysville and Fleming
County to Morehead before there was a railroad through Rowan County.

As the early pioneers pushed westward it was the U.S. Mail that bound its people



together. Without.any other form of long range communication (except maybe smoke
signals) a letter from home was both rare and expensive. However, in the later 19"
century, with the expansion of the railroads, mail became much more reliable and less
expensive.

The first post offices in Rowan County was housed in grist mills, stores, or even
homes of the Postmasters. Those were awarded politically as well as by bid. Morehead
residents got their mail by going to the post office and asking for it. During the days
‘before the railroad came through Rowan County, mail arrived here about twice a week. It
was usually delivered by wagon from Maysville when it came by boat. (It was picked up
by Warren Alderson’s fright wagon and brought to Morehead.) Also, mail came on the
stage coach that ran about once a week through Fleming County and Bath County. It was
then delivered on horseback to Morehead.

In 1881, the railroad opened through Rowan County. It brought a new era of
reliable mail service. Morehead soon became a center for regional mail distribution to the
surrounding counties with no railroads. Soon star routes (mail routes awarded to private
bidders) were established to distribute mail to surrounding counties and post offices. The
mail would come to Morehead and be sorted, and then delivered by star route carriers to
the outlying regions. Morehead rapidly became a regional distribution center for mail and
freight. The coming of the railroad put Colonel Alderson’s freight line out of business.

The Postmaster usually held other jobs, such as store keeper, farmer, judge or



sheriff. On October 1, 1913, Judge J.M. Carey resigned as the Morehead Postmaster. He
was replaced by Rowan County’s genial and popular Sheriff, J.D. Caudill. Mr. Caudill,
the new Morehead postmaster, also exchanged property with the former postmaster.
Judge Carey moved out to the farm of J.D. Caudill, and Mr. Caudill moved into town so
he could serve as postmaster. Although it was usually the husband that was appointed
postmaster, in almost every case his wife took care of the postmaster duties so the
husband could farm or work at other jobs. In 1925, the post office moved from its First
Street location near the present Folk Art Center to the corner of Main Street and Carey
Avenue. By that time, Morehead’s main business section had shifted to Main Street. Mr.
H.C. Lewis was the postmaster at the time of the move to Main Street.

In 1930, Mattie Burns was appointed Morehead’s first female postmaster. That
year the post office moved to the Alf Caskey Building on Main street. (Present site of
Arby’s Parking Lot). That was the beginning of a new level of services by the Morehead
post office. Lock boxes were installed, money order service began, and soon a village
mail delivery route was established in town. Also, plans were made for a new post office
building, and bids were accepted for a possible site for a new building site.

The bid submitted by Harlan Blair for 106 front feet on Main Street and South
Hargis Avenue was accepted at the price of $50.00 per front foot or $5,300. However,
the bid was later rejected as un-suitable and new bids were accepted. The successful new

bidder was land owned by the Citizens Bank at the corner of North Wilson and Main

—I



Street. However, there was one small problem. The owners asked $7,500 and the
government offered them $6,300. Condemnation proceedings were about to begin when
local realtor James M. Clayton negotiated the compromise price or $7,250 (The Citizens
Bank later bought the property from Harlen Blair and that is the present Citizens Bank
location). Dr. H. Van Antwert, Citizens Bank cashier said: "They had reached an
agreement benefitting both parties." With the purchase of the land, bids were then
received for construction of a new post office building.

The successful bidder for the construction of the new post office was the DiBlasio
Company of Canton, Ohio. Constriction began on the new Morehead Post Office in
August 1, 1936. Mr. W.G. Noll of Cinncinatti, Ohio was the architect for the new post
office, and Mr. J.H. Parnell was the on-site construction engineer. At first, the work
progressed slowly. Excavation for the basement was accomplished with two mules
pulling a large two-man scoop. The excess dirt was hauled away in a Ford dump truck,
and dumped along Triplett Creek at the end of Bridge (Union Street).

Work on the new post office moved rapidly during the fall of 1936. The weather
was mild and workers were many. It was during the depth of the depression and there
were many local skilled and un-skilled men who needed work badly. Also, some special
skilled workers were brought into Morehead for the job. Work was completed, and the
building accepted October 15, 1937, and plans were made to move the post office into the

new building.



The new po\st office, located at Main and North Wilson Avenue, was occupied
November 1, 1937. The move was made from the former post office on Sunday with no
interruption of service. The new building was the ultimate in post office architecture. It
was functional, attractive, and well constructed. It had a full basement and coal furnace
with steam heat (no air conditioning). There was a covered loading dock at the rear,
plenty of inside work space, and a well lit lobby. It was tastefully decorated with a
mural in the lobby depicting family life in rural America. It was called WPA art. The
mural in the 1937 Morehead Post Office is a study unto itself. It was controversial when
it was painted by southern artist, Frank Long, and it is still controversial today. It was
called depression art, and was the result of the government’s attempt to hire un-employed
starving artists to stamp their art into the depression era culture. There are those who
question even calling it art.

Sue Beckham in her book, DEPRESSION POST OFFICE MURALS, L.S.U.
Press, 1988, calls it a "crude attempt to change the stereotypes of southern culture." She
says of the Morehead Mural (still located in Morehead City Hall), that the artist Long,
"celebrated positive aspects of contemporary mountain life-namely a close knit literate
family living in a well built house". He was trying to paint hard working earnest people
with little to celebrate.

Frank Long, the artist and Berea College graduate, who painted the Morehead

Mural in 1937, died in January, 1999. He was 92 years of age. His murals were an



attempt to decorate public buildings during the depression era, and they now hang in
Lexington, Louisville, Berea, Morehead, and in public and private buildings in many
states.

The outside of the building had stone reliefs of a plane, ship, and train. Those
were moved to the Post Office on West First Street. The lobby had 325 rental post office
boxes. Also, there was a secret passage behind the work area where postal inspectors
could spy on workers. They were the only ones with keys to that forbidden area, and you
never could tell when you might be spying upon.

The mail arrived in Morehead on two trains going east, and two trains going west
each day. The local Calvert Transfer Company had the contract to bring in-coming mail
from the train to the post office and take the outgoing mail to the train. The post office
was open 10 hours per weekday, and 4 hours Saturday. City mail was delivered mornings
and afternoons each week day, and once on Saturday. Parcel Post was delivered 6
afternoons a week. Jack Lewis was Morehead’s first city letter carrier, and he also began
the first Parcel Post delivery service July 1, 1940. He delivered parcel post after
delivering the first and second class mail. Parcel Post was delivered in town in a big two-
wheel push cart furnished by the post office department. (Prior to the free city parcel post
delivery service in Morehead, patrons were notiﬁed if there was a package for them at the
post office and they had to come and pick it up.) Jack Lewis, a former college football
and baseball player, had trouble controlling the cart going down Wilson Avenue, and

pushing it back up Wilson Avenue. All pushing and breaking was by man power only.



MOREHEAD MEMORIES - PEOPLE AND PLACES
EARLY POSTAL SERVICE, PART II
BY
JACK D. ELLIS

On January 1, 1936, a petition was filed with the Post Office Department to
establish a rural route out of Morehead. The petition was approved and on October 10,
1936, and Rowan’s first Rural Free Delivery Mail Route (Route 1) was established. Mr.
Howard Spurlock was the first Rural mail Carrier. Route 1 went north on what is now
Route 32, eliminating post offices at Hilda, Ringos Mills, Sharkey and Ramey. The route
continued to Sharkey on Route 158. Then it continued across Tar Flat (Route 801) to the
Licking River. From there, down Licking to the Fleming County line. Then back to U.S.
60 to Farmers and back east on U.S. 60 to Morehead. The route was 65 miles long and
bhad 125 patrons on that first Rowan Rural Route. Except for State Road 32 and U.S. 60,
the roads were mud and gravel. (Many times the mail carrier had to be pulled through the
mud by mules across Tar Flat.) This writer’s family lived on West U.S. 60 at that time,
and was one of those 125 patrons.

There was a petition circulated opposing the route, because of the post offices it
might eliminate, but it failed to get much support. The new mail route was
overwhelmingly received because it meant better mail service to your home and mail box.

It was not necessary to walk to the post office to get mail and stamps, or mail a letter.

Mr. Howard Spurlock, the rural letter carrier, was to receive a "fair" salary and expenses



for his work. (Mr.:Spurlock remained as the letter carrier on Route 1 until he retired in
1966.)

RFD 1 was so successful that on July 1, 1940, Rural Routes 2, and 3 were
established. Mike Flood, the former owner of the Eagles Nest, was employed as the first
rural mail carrier on Route II. There were about 175 patrons on the 70 mile route that
began on Cranston Road (Rt. 377) and extended all the way to the Lewis County line. (It
was a dusty gravel road all the way.) Then the route came back and ran up Holly Fork
and back across Big Perry to U.S. 60. (Still a gravel road until U.S. 60) Then east on U.S.
60 to Carter County line and from there the route extended across to Haldeman and
Brinegar, and back down U.S. 60 to Tolliver Addition and back to Morehead.

On July 1, 1940, RFD 3 was established with Mr. C.O. Leach as the first rural
carrier. The route had about 160 patrons and covered 75 miles, beginning on (32 South)
FChristy Creek and extending to the Elliott County line. Then back across the CCC Trail
from Elliottville to Clack Mountain. Then over Clack Mountain up the North Fork of
Licking as far as the Morgan County line at Craney. Next, the route came back across
Clack Mountain down Morgan Fork, through Clearfield, and back to Morehead. It was
75 miles of hard driving, and, except Route 32, it was all a limestone gravel road or
worse. Many times the mail carriers would get stuck in mud and have to be pulled out.

The reason this writer can write of the details of those rural mail routes is because
for seven years, [ was a substitute carrier on those routes. (1948-1955). The pay was

excellent for this region of the country. In fact, when Dr. Adron Doran was appointed
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President of Morehead College, he was paid $5,400 the first year. Those rural mail
carriers used to make fun of me because I kept trying to finish college and they were paid
more than the President of Morehead College in 1954.

The time came in 1955 when I had to either quit the post office or the bookmobile.
Everyone in Morehead believed I had lost my mind when I elected to quit the post office
for a career in library work. However, this writer has never had any regrets over that
decision.

Each of the three rural mail carriers had a different attitude toward serving their
postal patrons. When the routes were first established, carriers were reqﬁired to pick up
un-stamped mail as long as it was accompanied by the money for the stamp. Later on,
that policy was changed and the carriers were not required to pick up un-stamped mail.

Howard Spurlock, the RR 1 carrier, immediately implemented the new policy. He
would never pick up un-stamped outgoing mail. Mike Flood, RR 2 carrier, was a little
slower weaning his patrons away from the old policy. However, C.O. Leach never did
implement the new policy. He continued to accept un-stamped outgoing mail as long as it
was accompanied by enough money to cover the cost of the postage. Also, even if there
was not enough money to cover the postage cost, he would pay the difference himself,
and put a notice in their box that they owed him for previous postage. Mr. Leach would
pick up groceries in town and deliver them to isolate patrons, sometimes carrying them in
their house. He would also pick up some of his patrons doctors prescriptions, and get

those prescriptions filled at the drug store. He would also wrap outgoing parcel post for

il



his patrons. (C.O. Leach was considered a full service carrier if there ever was one.)

When this writer substituted on those routes in the late 1940s and early 1950s, I
was expected to provide the same services in the same way as the regular carrier. That
meant when I carried the Leach route, I spend a great deal of time licking ad pasting
stamps, especially at Christmas time.

Every Saturday, I delivered City Route 1. Jack Lewis was the regular carrier, and
stray dogs were always a problem. ' If the patron had a dog running loose, Jack wouldn’t
deliver their mail. Therefore , when I substituted on his route, I would not deliver the
mail if there was a dog problem. However, Randall C. Wells, City Route 2 Carrier, said
the dogs never stopped him, but he did have to take rabies’ shots on three different

occasions. (This writer never was bitten by a dog in seven years.)
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