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. .. . Jµ l.E.381. vihEt.P. Rpwan County:, Kentuotc7, . w~.s sp t,opri: lt/ t~~4.~ 
that it 111as known as 11 $l9ody .Rowun. 11 Mrs.. Button and har son 

~tln::i~ii::°it~t:i=1iri!µii!;1:::ri;1;i;w~t:t001 

. ~o~!i}E:is~:!t:1:1:rr=: i!~!d~i~!!!t!t!~:r~ 
ci,I;nd o. r seve.· ra1 counties, and tb.a stat~ .or, Kontueky, thousand$.'· 
oft do.J;:Lars.'' .1 · · · · 

Two men =we-ea wfl.)ln.g to tcy oµt · ,t.h~ · 1'b!3:0~Y th#:t th~ r!~)l:t, 

.. ;~~df f ~!;:if if hi!i~i~~~:;i~~~~!~if ~i~i~ 
one: would. be vi1ll!n& t.o try .t.o ~stablish ~UQh .·~. schooi.2 ·. · 

son 

naJl~ JmM:l >the rusfllade was o.v'.8:r.·~o. . · 

'"I .... 
2., 

Claf~n.q~ ,F., 1-wn~,,., ''r.1crr'9b~aa :iJopms:~ Sc.b.001.:t 
I® WJ.tbers n:t1rrlsotl, Mam6i1~~t or· w1111sm Tem,ile .:lJitheJ:'$, Ih i~1:.. ...... .·. .. .. .. -
Ibid"• p. 142. 
Ibid.; p. J.4~~ 



Ac:t f'Ir~t th9ra waa nqt ev?n ,a 91,1il9-iµg:, t)ti:~ the Buttons 
cc-nducted the school. L"l thei)? st.tall r.ant9d" home. 'Tha tlrst: 
day, irl 0¢.tOb9r, 1$87,. tihere w~s on~. student •.. itr_s. tutton. 
w~ota to .friends,. . 11t:a stai~t without school bulidln:gs or 40,y
thi ng eisa, exc~p~ pur·pew Qcpks a11<1 wn.at re-.v h<:>usehold th:,Lngs 
we havo. · Gijna1"al With~rs thinks tf;iat t_ha orilY ·i1ay to etsrt. -~ 

~h~ds~~~i9
~i~l9t$t:a:c~~6it~~i~:d0~0~4t~~i~rigr~li:a&~l~Qt6r 

the teachers or the colltlty to -r9yie"1 ~heir studies.'15 

.. _ Evidently f;~a irif"lu~.<1cs 9£; tl:It) :3uttpps w::i~ felt i:~a-
diatel:,., u.n.cl wa know it. incr;)~s~d witfl tho yQ~rrJ. A datach~d 
neuspapo·r cl!pp1nt; Which must_ bolong to , the first oL" sacqnd 
yoar, r~ports · tijt,i · £0:I;loWirig: "T.ne ;'.1lti.de sc:-.ya :such u q~1·ot~ 
or.derl\r :Ch~.lbtba:i ·holitlaY h~s riovot• CJof'Ci't-9 1ja6n l:h0\-1h in . 
I~or~h~ad;, ·.Kat(tucky. ~- .Thpp,e -;ia.n: U ;;hr.is-t~ttEH3 ~r~$ :!;tl t~l_9. Ulli,cn 
cbqr<!h. £m'd th.o. ra:1€,11 0£ t~H"i'q;- tli~t P.44 .f'c;~mo1•ly pr~va,,ll,od 
:th~rfl• pri account- of bl9pdy £91ids t-!iich Qilused nariy-v,tolQn,t 
d!'laths, sasr .. $ e,bou:t 9,:-tir.iiui:~had. 110 · 

$er::~ cc tbe oidetl" ?:?9t'.:bep~ pf the reucUng fa!niLlQS :!J.t;l;f 
ha.va keot bitterness in thf.lii- h~o.rt~, !'or thir_tty y.ears ~ut!,jr a S tut:fot1t Vias cautioned not to s~ok first-hand infcr::atfon 
i't"om s·o~e ct: t;l}9 st.111-llv!.nt part:tc:tparita, last tho cld 
anir,10$~ eiofl c6n1E) tci tho surf\rica ftt,~11:1. !Io\1eva;a., the yctins~JX
pi:3op;l.o W!JP•) {;PC-Wint Up nithout tho 'rild (1.ati'od~. 

Fr.om tho bqginr.i;i:')6 ., t:~rs. _ Phoo\;i~·-·IZutton had thE;i n.icht ldaa 
pt tau:chini;:'; ~tud9nt!3. ~o · ths t t.h.,)y 1-n tu; .. :n co.ul.d toaeh o·t!m·r-s. 
At the end · of sovantean toa:rs tifo 'ndhQol had p~,1par,.ld throe · 
hundrod .tetichers-~ arid th~1 numbel": uas incr.~aalng;., 

,: 

. ;41~s ~ Dut~on ( ~hos c~ Ph:1lps) wa$ bom in Qgtit.\1ke., 11:L:lno:tEJ • 
.i\ugust 11,. J.84;0. Iµ iilijO sh?: :,~a:,1 %!tarried :t,Q ~)~rlqn .f. tutton-; 
~r.d tr1o;r ha;d tt10 chll~.tten. ~1.f:tol:' t.r~t) c:leAth ot: b,;,)r hu.pt;und r.ind 
littlo da.pgh0tor,. hr~; fut.ton; huvinc 00;;3[1_ oductL·tod. at f.lt)(1:tic014o 
(Illinois), tnutht in the jutlic n:choois ln Oq\l~w,ta until aho 
vont to tho 11om~l9 drpfu...r~•s School at ui<lt'i&y~ KpiltuckJ, ~hc·:i.t 
1075, _ti.,n4 fro$ til~~a np;!3 call~ci to t.16rt1bend. · ·- · · 

tfo hnvo .f'aw d~ta:1ls, ct 1.1~.s. !Juttontn ac.fa:iai nrocedura In 
teaching. but.. One homely ~7..a,mpie cay . ~he~- l1p11 · prubticai 4nd 
:Posour~oi'ul she was. She had·anarr.ungernent with a local 
butci.itrr to ros¾3rva • · .fQr hor Qso .. in touching . physJolpgy., - ~b.a 
liea1't qr· th~ boot Jia kil:led. · She-·t>oc:c>gnized t49 r.1.o'ad ·toI" good 
re~4:L_ilg c.i0:t·$I";l.~t~ a:J. 3.i10\i1n i'q •-~-- -1~t~Qi, 'tg ~r.ipn:ds~ _ "Wo 'viJl.l n.o _ 

~ $6 l~ol~ tad 1;llat. WO ~1;:i.i. -?liiS~, t:1:ll th;l nice papijr~ tii:l(l pE3P:iod,:ca.ls 

s. 
(ill 

r'i-awf?paper c:lippinf:;, r:n~obaµly i'rom tri:e cauawka B'ooctuto_r. 
u~tac:h~d nev,$p~pa~ cllppiPS• fµrni~tl9d · by Mt'$~ ::ioI"ris · · 
Sha,nkl-o.nd-, gra.ndd~µ§llt-31• or ?irs. Button. 



l!;; ~: ~llst0!1r~.!tria·:if 1p!!~l~ ni! t;:~:w~l¢~r~ ~::t~ii u! 
by ap!llatin:9s sending uri il..,._parl3. or a;,fly ~i~ici ot gpQd ~or~l 
r:-iadtn&, -temp9.t-anoe, re1i&ious· or sacu1a.r. 11 7 -- ·-

~.~ -M:"fl •. Eut.~on E41d li1r~nk viqt-1.teq. qt>., th¢)y. Qec~;t~ ~pre. 
·aware or -til;e prQ'b1emt1 of tlle tllounta1n b,oys µ~d gljl.s ~h9 d.e
$.1,'rsd on educ:at!on... It was simpl::t out .of t'he _ question ror 

_ ~~7r~~ht~ril :~a:lt-w:.:~~:y¢= tt{\.1~~·!P~E~:Qii:~~,~n.$6~:r 
came und.a~ th~ iui1.nai;1~rn;:int ot, the -Chrf~tia9 'r'loman • s Board or 

if :i~i~::!~;!a;~}!!i~!:~!~iif !f:i!: !;;:~:!!:~~!~!;. 
They est_abl1sh'fJtl H.s·cno}a~shi9s~• by iahJch w:or.thy you,:is :tgn aad-

li:[iJJi~i ;i!i~;;e;ief :!1;i[igJ½;gf if i:~i~: 
dents. ~nd gr:4d~a,t<3~ ~cl fft,· t;h~m~~lv~!:I irit9 lli;e in, tn.a,tr bO~$ 
ocmr.tuoitias mu:ch h9tte~ thun 11." the ~scho:ol had _surrounded tham 
W.:1th ;t~tsi~s and s~µ4'rJ.or eguipmant. 

zjll;0f J&t:i~~!:ri~:!i!!!!:0~;:f 1t!~1Hf !i~!d~tt:~t~tt~ 
to fJ>1t)n4s, ' l oa.Qtltft .s~µ,nd the ~xppsur<3 tuat 4 coµld p~ror~ 
l nas: hu!. .. t. _ I C4!lrlt>~ w~Ik iu1y di:s:tt.inco yat ~nd st111 have to 

· use ~Y- crutch .in gotting out or a butgy or to help me ovar 
:r:ou~b Plf.i"¢as.,s•~ . . ,. . - . -- . - . 

Hott w9ll sbe succeaded .in liar sarvlcs in ?torohaad is ifi .. 

-~c~&?ds'.~()!tf su!!::.bi~;tig :~= 1!!tt:i .f ~rth:j_~ts:n:):et_:,Cijf)~ 
_ 9.Var""cf ,.cillty, a[ld p~iils_'t~k.tJJL. :ill ull, h<1~ '.10i:-ke Har pupils Z~ll t;. 
- th$ __ ~ar:nth; pf ~er mo:therl;y love; her -assqo'i,;1te toaich~~~ _ ex'!'" 
p-~r:19µ~-ed f'~om har .na,_u~t- si:lve _ tb.o t~Ua$t __ courtefly and. friendly " 
n:te. Uns·w.~rving £al.th, par.fact devo:t1·on- to '"tt~e- catrse:i I\ir'\1'id:" · · 

i:i111J:I~~::i=;:!::r1:ii:=t!t!;~!:::::~:1~1::i~fierty, 
chi9!2iSh'.ld ther.e. Her vlslts to us tro:n Mcr.eheud wene ever 
p:1.e~~,J.ng. 'Wo SQU~l:it th~ . doorway to :reo~gn1.ze. her kindiy ta~a . 
at tng t!llndow o!: tc~ eom:!n~ co.r, and return hi3r gli:,.:d sa1utation.J19 

_ _ Anotber iotima-ta fr-l~nd ~aid., "$he· is en~ cf th~ best w_on1en 
l have ever known; I hayan:9ve~_seen .hor nUp;::irior er h1r- egual. 
In he1~ rnove_i'fients amoGi,l the people, in tf.ieir homes. by kind nords 

.,., . _,_-.. -
$. 
s.-

il~w~pape~ clipping, probubly from tho Oaua<'tita Spe.et(1-tor • 
:Ibid. _ . 
.Lic,cie i1orb1n, n PhoEl~)a f!:. Eutton .• ri 


