Bert Tolliver,
Widely Known
Citizen, Dies

Spent Most Of His
Life Managing More-
‘head Grocery Company

H. Bert Tolliver, one of More-
head’s most prominent business
men for 25 years, died Monday
morning. He would have been 66
years of age Friday, having been
born June 9, 1884.

Mr. Tolliver had been in poor
health for the past year and be-

came bed-fast two months ago.|.

‘However, he was showing im-
provement when stricken with
the attack that took his life. The
end came at 7 o’clock Sunday
morning at his ‘home on Main
Street.

The son of the late F. M. and
Eliza (Lane) Tolliver, he was
born at Farmers and spent his
entire life in Rowan County. He
could be classed as, the best
know citizen in Rowan County,

having done business with prac-

tically every resident.

He first® married Lucy Bran-
ham and from this union three
children survive: Mrs. Sam Cau-
dill, Hamilton, O.; Mrs. Charles
Thoroughman, Flemingsburg; and
Mrs. John Clay, Curreyville, Ky.

On April 23, 1911 he married
his present wife, Ella, and they
became the parents of two sons,
Hendrix and Joe, both of whom
survive.

Most of Mr. Tolliver's life was
associated = with the Morehead
Grocery of which he was the
principal stockholder. He was
salesman for the company until
1912 when he was elevated to
manager, following the death of
Claude Clayton. He superintend-
ed the business from then until
1936 when the holdings were sold
to the Sandy Valley Grocery
Company.

Mr. Tolliver was civic minded
and contributed much to More-
head’s progress. Many cominuni-
ty -and civic enterprises were
spearheaded by him. He served
one or two terms on the More-
head council.

During his work with the
Morehead Grocery Company he
did business with practically ev-
ery retail merchant in eastern
Kentucky and was a familiar
figure in practically every com-
munity of this part of the state.

Funeral services were conduct-
ed Tuesday afternoon at 2 o’clock
at the home by Rev. Elmore
Ryle, pastor of the Christian
Church. . Interment was in the
Caudill cemetery. Arrangements

were handled by the Anderson

Fune.r‘al Home.
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FRANCIS MARION TOLLIVER
Born 19Apr1857, North Carolina
Died 5Jul1936, Kentucky

A brother of William, Caroline,
Craig and Floyd Tolliver, F.M.
hecame a nrominent Morehead
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HOME OF MORE! EAD GROCERY CO.

One of the real business enter-
‘ises of Moreh:ai and Rowan eou -
7 is none other than the Morehead
Tholesale Grocery company whi:h
as established some thirty years
20 by F. M. Tolliver, the presen
resident of the company, C. G.
layton and D. B. Caudill. ‘
The present fine building whick
ie firm occupies was erected in
)04 and an addition and ware-
juse mere erected in 1922,

This concern does an extensive
0lesale business throughout Cor

ter, Rowan, Elliott and Bath cour

ties and serves the indepeicent
merchants with the highest class of
standard merchandise and 2t a price
that makes possible the competitic

with chain stores,

The présent officers of the com-
pany are F. M. Tolliver, president;
H. B. Tolliver. general manager ard -
treasurer and S. C. Caudill, secre-
tary, Hendrix Tolliver, son of H. B.
Tolliver and the representative of
the third generation in the busingss |
is the traveling representative of
the firm.
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Francis ‘Marion Tolliver:wss born
in ‘Ash County North Cazolina in
1857 and came to this county about
forty years ago. Early in his young
manhood he was united in marriage
to Emaline Lewis and to this uniox
one-~son, Will Tolliver 6f Wisconsin
was bbrn. Following the death of his

first wife, he was married to Eliza
death, To this union another son,
Bert Tolliver was born, Mr. Tollive;|
grandchildren and by ten great grand i
children. l
%nt in community life ip this sect
tion,! He was the founder of the

Layne, who also preceded him in
is survived by two sons, by twelve .

Mr. Tolliver has been long nrm'ml
Morehead Grocery Company and re.

tained an active interest up to the |
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management of the business had bzen

tusnéd oven to his son, Bert. He was -
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F. M. TOLLIVER, PRES. J. W. RILEY, VICE PRES. H.B. TOLLIVER, TREAS. & GEN. MGR.

MOREHEAD GROCERY COMPANY

INCORPORATED

WHOLESALE GROCERS

MOREHEAD, KY.
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Rowan County.

Dr. Jeremiah Wilson's family was one to make any father proud. His son, Bunyan
Spratt Wilson, became a lawyer and served as Morehead's first mayor.*” Another son,
Glenmore, also became a lawyer. B. Clifford followed Dr. Wilson into the medical profession.
Son Homer, a dentist, served Morehead for thirty-five years. He was also the town's mayor **
Undoubtedly the most famous child was Cora Wilson Stewart. Her crusades for adult literacy
brought her international fame as the Moonlight Schools she initiated in 1911 in Rowan
County served as models for the state, the country, and the world.**

Cook Humphrey settled in Memphis, Missouri, in the northeastern portion of the state,
where brothers Gabe and Martin lived. Martin, who had settled in Memphis by 1885, had a
clothing store and was one of the owners of a monument business called Humphrey Brothers
and Mount.* After his 1891 marriage to a young widow, Mary Mullinx Carroll, Cook moved
to neighboring Kahoka. He made his living selling tombstones, and became a well known
figure in the northern part of the state. He died October 27, 1941, at the age of eighty-five, and
was buried in Kahoka the following March.*®

Dr. Henry Logan survived his wife and sons, and is probably** buried beside them in
the Logan Cemetery, where the waters of Triplett Creek occasionally rise to caress their cold
stones with flood. His parents, William and Betsy Powers Logan, are buried there also.
Henry's younger brother, Howard Monroe Logan, is buried along with his wife, two sons, and
two daughters in the Lee Cemetery. He outlived his wife by nearly nine years; his last
surviving child, Laura, by nearly thirty-three. Before he died he changed his will with
codicils three times, ou:oe te eliminate an hair who was suing for their inheritance hefora kis
desiil. rc seems to nave been a wealthy and unhappy man.

Floyd Tolliver's widow, Mary, married Leondias Polk Oakley, of Pleasant Run in
Morgan County. Mary did not forget her first husband, returning each year to the Roberson
Cemetery to piace fiowers upon his grave and the grave of their infant son, Emmett.***

Francis Marion Tolliver, Craig and Floyd’s younger brother, became a very successful
merchant, and a leader in the Christian Church. After being flooded out in Farmers he moved
to Morehead and opened the Wholesale Grocery Company on Railroad Street. He borrowed
heavily to_start a spoke factory. The factory burned down the night the load of spokes paymg
off his debt was loaded. Flooded out once, burned out twice, F.M. never gave up. He died well
to do, in 1936. The Tolliver Addition of Morehead is constructed on the farm that once
belonged to him. Of all the stories that his descendants recall, perhaps the most indicative of
his personality is this: Two Morehead business partners, longtime friends, had a major row.
Things reached such a low point that they decided the only way to settle their dispute was at
gunpoint. They went to their homes and procured pistols. While the mute town watched, they
faced off on the streets of Morehead, each determined to take the life of the other. Then F.M.
stepped between the pistols. “Are you sure this is what you want to do?” he asked. “Why don’t
you go home and think about it?” They did, tempers cooled, their friendship- and probably
their lives- were saved from ruin. Let history remember the courage of the man.**¢

The surviving members of Jacob Finley Tolliver clan in Elliott County became involved
in another feud with the Howard family. When Can Tipton, an Elliott County deputy sheriff,
shot and killed Gum Howard while trying to arrest him, he was forced into hiding. The angry
Howard family accused Finley Tolliver of hiding Tipton. Sambo Howard got into a row with

70
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