RSB Canai el P
House Set
For AE:] 14 /

The Cowden  Manufacturing
Company which has a half-mil-
lion  dollar  annual  payroll  in
Morehead aned  produdes o gar-
ment al its plant on West Main
Sllur-l every 11 seeonds, is hav-
ing its first open house on l~x|(|.|y.
Anril 14, and hag txlended an in-
vitation to everyone to come and
visit with them nnd sae the face-
tory in production.

The Morchead Industeisl Foun-
dition, which fhapced the mod-
ern factory building, 1§ making a
coneentrated effort tg  have ull
people in this seelioh gogthrough
the plant that day. 1f is known
that representatives from Cham-
bers of Commerce and Boards of
Trade in neighboving | lowns® will
come; o Morehead on the l4ith
whilé top nﬂ”lumlu of the Cowden
Compa&my at it§ main offices -in
Lexington, will attend.

Operny House houts will be from
10 until 11 a. m. and 12 noon un-
til. 3:3?: : il
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UPERVISORY PERSONNEL Thetie are the people i charge ol
e Y erent departments ol Cowden's Front row. Trom el Kath
o MeRenzie, anstractors shitel department . Logrene Planneiy
hool wedrocton, Gertrade Kenney stvactor shpet depariment
urgarvel Hanun, nstractor pants departiment, I\’f!‘lh' Fouch,
ructor pants departiient, Geneva Brown, oo Lady  pants de
wtent Baek row: James White, offiee mpnager, Laylon Dan
hend cutter; Addie Rader, personnol duredon, rﬂmmn Ferguson,
irt floor lady; Voloey Skaggs, head mechahie, and Roberr Roe,
el Gkl
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and Seniority Rights Is
ing Garment Pl¢ nt | Ssue

lay A labdr-manag ement contro-

versy wps imminent | at the
Cowden l?'lanufac uring Company
in Morehead today, but there
Be appeared hope the diffioulty
would be iraned put by an offi-
ol cial' from the Upited Garment
acky Workers of Amerlca, with whom
spring the employees ade affiliated.
adians Morehegd Manager Tom Cox
Son at |s&id there 'was a Imisunderstand-
e ing ‘over the lay-pff of approxi-
ussel] | mately 70 of the| 200 Morehead
nts a employes |
ehin. Cox said, the Morehdad plant
vited, | was convérhng td an army con-
)hem: tract for a bulkiet garment than
s for the Cowden brand pants and |,
hum.- | shirts they presently make and
rker | that it would reqhire fewer em-
» ig |Ployees and the 1e11mmat10n of
some dephrtments,
‘raw-|  Issue between| the Cowden
wrilyn Company 'and a gr{)up of workers

Tom Cox
. Cowden manager.

is apparently over the ‘seniority
clause’ in the contract.
v the The Cowden Cdmpany advised T
\ ap- the emplpyees workmg on ‘op- | dontract.
r of |erations’ that will be disconun- Gl ohn hse plants at N
the | ted of the imppnding lay-off. \ p :
Mr. Cox said some of these |Sterling, Stanford, Lancaster and
workers gcontendéd they should Springfield,
be moved to other departments| gime employees have plready
because df their seniori ty. beeh | laid off th
The Motehead | manager said HRir e 1C BOLI a3 BLie Beonipally
h that some operatxéns in the pres- | completes each operation on its
ent: manuifacturmg process would px:.j;ent stack of Cowden stock
be dispensed with, altogether, | mgterial and Cox sald it was
when work begins on the Army |piarined to start immediately on
garments| and these were thé|iha Army contract, ;
employees affecte?

e at “It takes Several months to
: train a wprker in
R518- ) Cox sald} “The [Army |contract
t | we iplan 'to begin work|on will
ech- unlY last|three o tour months,

lintend to adhére to the sen-
onds 1or1ty rulg, in every possible in-
siz€. 1 stance, but we can't take an em-
Tger | ployee from the dressmgx depart-
that | ment, for‘example and plape her
tocky| on ipockets, wh e we 18{2 eady
: have someone else trained for

ﬁny operation,”

“‘4rn- | that.”
ame The maqager; clarified his
vith | statement! with:] “Ours is a|

vere | streamlined opergtion, with oné |
fol- | girlj doing a particular jab jevery
dill, day, She reaches a favorable
y J. production scale this way, but

jires for her to Ft—

l :
to The Co den C mpany has al-
‘hat | ways been uhnjon and carries the
or | United' Garment | kaew in all
ire- [labels. Two >yesu's ago a contro-
een | versy developed a} the Morehead
t if plar}t and the, Cowden Company
too |issued a. statemert saying “this
re-|is the fxrst time! in our entire
for | history we've had a strﬂke or a
jeal | threatened strike,
L O Cowden has rotxfled United
seal Garment| Workerg, head uarters
in New York of the disdatisfde-
tlor};of some employees who say |

their ‘serjority rights are being!
violated and Cox!said that a rep-
| resentative of the Union| would!
2 ' {be lin l\%orehead this . week - to
confer with the.workers and the
company.' Cox expresse. hope
that the prﬁculty could be iron<
|| ed out and said the lay-off might
100 |'be - only :‘E‘emporar ‘and all em-

of | bloyees might be|called back at

;rt‘ the | termination of - the| Army
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HE MOREHEAD COMPANY employﬂ about 250 .women.mm one of the state’s most modern factories on Wes
lain Street, constructed by money subscribed by progressive Moreheadians who, in turn, leased the building. The company mak
a top grade dungaree sold all over the nation. This is an inferior view in the plant.
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Special Prices
- Offered; Workers|
Will Participate |

To ﬁcquaint the people in the |
vicinity of Morehead with the
product manufactured at its fac-
tory here, the Cowden Manufac-
turing Company today announc-
ed special prices ‘and an em-
prloyees contest,

In a statement the companyi‘

said: “We have had many re-|
quests lately from employees in
all our plants that they be able
to buy shirts and pants whith
are manufactured by Cowden's.
For this reason ‘we have decided
to make the Cowden Plug shirts
and pants available as cheaply
as possible in each town in
which we have a plant and to
Btage a contest at each plant
awarding the following prizes to
-employees and to those who are
responsible for the sale. At More-
head the company is giving $100
in prizes broken down as fol-
lows: 1st, $50; 2nd, $25; 3rd, 4th,
5th, 6th and 7th, $5 each.

The Cowden Pl shirts and
pants, the finest e company
makeés, will be available in
Morehead at Golde's Department
Store. .Special prices will be of-
fered to anyone purchasing these
pants or shirts provided they
bring with them a card issued
by the company and distributed
by employees.

There will be no limit to the
number anyone can purchase.
The purchase price and em-
ployees prize arrangement ex-
pire June 29.

c¢ WDEN AS EMBL LlNE—From this plant on West Main
tion’s most mddern garment working factories, come the Cowde
pany annpunced this week a special S;')rice locally during June o

the people in this section of Kentucky with the produet made he
the customer presents|a coupon issued by a Cowden employee v
awards. The Cpwden plant at Morehead, gradually expanded fo

[ 'people and has an annual payroll in excess
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SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL hete nee the people e charge ol
thee ddYerent departments wl Cowdens Pront vow, Trom lell Ixath
Py MeRenzie, nsteaetor shivd depinctment - Laprene Flannens
nehoed tedroetor, Coertrade INenney, nstructor sl deparhiment,
Muorgavel Flanon, ssitraetor panks departiment, M«-rlv Poatels, -
structor pants department; Geneva Brown, Noor! Ly pants e
artient. Back row: James While, ofV e Mg l.ayton Dan:
lt.'l:i, llt..'ll(l t‘ll[lt‘l'; Adt“u Hi\(:‘h!l‘, lu.‘l‘:innlml {lll'l‘l}l.nt'; Naoiml l"vl‘gtl:mn,
shirt floor lady; Volney Skaggs, head nechahie, zgm.l Robert Roe,
heand shipper, : 'f
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and good plant management
This may seem rather astound
ing to the layman, but actually
the Morchead plant hasn't reach
ed possible top production. The Sales offiwees are mambomed ot
nlant is sel up to eventually pro- | Lexington, New  York  Kareas
duce 700 dozen pants and T000CHy, and Oaldand, Cahif o with
dozen shivts each woeelk. aiden forees aperatime onl ol coach
alliee

istruction
Cowden garmentls are sold m
cvery state of the natinn

peet Production Inerease
The Morehead plant s eom [T \

paratively new, and this produe . i ;
fion with  resultant r‘nlmln\-mw Sehocl Children Fxcmsed
earnings. inereases as the work Foer Cowden ()I,,,,,,,u
ers beeame more experienced amd
skilled AL s -hoole e Rowan Connty, |
The Morohead plant manufae inchading the tom ot |
tures 19 difTerent lol numbeps of [ oistiet were  urped boaday I|\'l
vants and 1N ol nnmbers of [Supl. Ted Crosthwal (o altend !
shivts. Bach ol muonhor won dis | the apen hateae at e Coweden
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sabinnee hoing efther in the cotor Lday, Apreil 14 i
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Cowden Pluy’ Best O Muihet b exensied, "1 Know of po heller
vt eduealion than to nee” one |
ol our loend, progressive plants
e aperadime he deelaead

Al phemeids are hraken down
{nto two peotps, the Cowden 1

e and tho Cowden Begolge Hine.
The  Cowden  Plus : matehod Monroe Wiekor  director ol |
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OFFICE FORCE AT MORE Huan—"The pu\'m‘l p el ('l\m e
ports, and other rocords nee compilod by (hin e, }"‘H Hup |“‘”
front Verle Underwond, Rosemnry Stoles, Addie Radpe, Jumes
Wlnl« and nll\ulln«- I\I(LJ\IIIII\

lographat, [taplal oxehmive (B the Cowden the Cowden Open House,

—Photos on this and opposite puge by Arlt Stowarl, pho
Muanufaefuring Comprny, and aroe ) e m s s s e

Morchend, Ky,
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE AND PLACES
AROUND ROWAN s8] 0 (U ~/ 9 4y ¢
BY
JACK D.ELLIS

"Call to remembrance the former days." (Hebrews 10:32)

In 1948, there were many good days in the history of Rowan County. The county’s
industrial base consisted of the Lee Clay Products Company in Clearfield, the General
Refractories Clay Mines on Christy Creek, and the Kentucky Fire Brick company at
Haldeman. Also, that year the Morehead Industrial Foundation, Inc. signed a contract
with the Cowden Manufacturing Company to establish a new garment factory employing
female labor. The factory was located on West Main Street and was in operation for over
30 years. (The building is now owned by Morehead State University.)

It was not a good year for Morehead State College’s budget requests. George 1.
Cline, Rowan County Representative in Frankfort deplored the appropriation bill which
gave MSC only a $9,000 increase, far less than the other colleges. (So what else is new
in 2006).

INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION

In 1948, John M. Palmer, Vice President of the Lee Clay Company, was named
president of the Morehead Industrial Foundation, Inc. That year Mr. Palmer was also
elected president of the American Association of Clay Manufacturers and C.B.

Daugherty was named to the Board of Directors of the newly formed Soldier Clay and



Asphalt Company. ‘ Also, that year, a contract was let by the City of Morehead to pave
Lyons Avenue. It called for a 20 foot wide concrete street to be paid for by the property
owner at $75 per lineal foot. (This writer was still at home and lived with my parents on
Lyons Avenue at the time and I was glad to get off of a cinder street.) Later after
marriage, my wife and I purchased, under the GI Bill, our first home on Lyons Avenue. -7’k at ¢ f oA
“The talk in town was the amazing story of Jack Cecil’s two hound dogs that were turned
loose on his Fox Farm near Sharkey and picked up a trail and were found several days
later 128 miles away at Athol, Kentucky.
SENSATIONAL MURDER TRAIL
A book could be written about a m%owan County murder trial. It was
one of the most sensational M iﬁ?he state of Kentucky and maybe the nation, and drug
on for over four years. In 1948 Mathew Fyfe was freed from prison because the state
was unable to uncover additional evidence relating to his alleged rape and murder of his
cousin, Ida Mason. Fyfe’s first trial conducted in 1944 resulted in a hung jury. He was
brilliantly defended by local defense attorney Thomas R. Burns, and the hung jury could
have been called a victory for the defense. (Mr. Burns then entered the military service
and was not involved in any of the other trials.) In a second trial the jury handed down a
verdict of life in prison. Six months later the case was re-docketed by the Court of

Appeals on the grounds his conviction was based on insufficient evidence. In a third

trial in 1946, the jury again handed down a life sentence and again Fyfe was remanded to



the prison at LaGrahge, Kentucky. Then following another appellate court decision that
he was convicted on insufficient evidence, Mathew Fyfe was released from prison for the
second and last time. The results of those appellate court decisions would indicate that
Rowan juries are hard on people charged with murder.

During the initial trial in 1944, this writer and Frank Burns were high school
seniors. Since Frank’s brother Tom was the defense attorney, we attended much of the
trial as part of our classroom work. However, we both went into the Army shortly after

g -
the trial ended and did not witness any of the other trials. Hw this writer’ s/W1fe
Janis Ruth Caudill, as well as many other local citizens attended those later trials. That
was in the days before television and that was even better than reality TV - It was reality.,
(In today’s media world that trial would have been news for Seme yearsdp- A-tlaues P/

Cod L verafrrat !,/ Aliety fAapny Jenéaen.
‘ WILD MAN OF THE MOUNTAINS CAPTURED

In 1948 Federal Agents captured what the press called Kentucky’s "Wild Man of
the Mountains." Some women picking blackberries at the head of Craney Creek in
Rowan County came upon a 50 gallon moonshine still. A team of officers including
Sheriff Sam Green and Federal agents staked out the still and caught the famous "Wild
Man of the Mountains. His name was Ray Carey and he was wanted for 3 2 year for

VOR ¢ utw\wy‘ fﬁwftffwyoﬂt ’{’;.ux’f .
Army desertion, as well a operating a moonshine still. Tbm?w and sentensed (20
L

ol
P krwes ) i for desertion. (I knew Ray Carey but had forgotten he was once "Kentucky’s Wild

Man of the Mountains.")



AROUND TOWN IN 1948
The Morehead Methodist Church purchased land on where they planned to build a
new parsonage. (However, in 2006 much more is being built by the Methodist Churcha4/

A-beautiful new fellowship hall is rising up 16

That year Jimmy Tackett purchased the Yellow Cab Company from H.M.
Meadows. Bill Carl and Roger Caudill opened a new garage and Ford Dealership called
Carl-Caudill Motors. Dr. Harold Blair, well known dentist and civic leader was killed in
an automobile accident. The recreation center at the Rodburn Hollow was named

\W ot~ A Mo oy
Woodland Park by contest winner Wally.Haekes- The Harvest Festival held their first

fair that year, and William C. Lane purchased an interest in the Lane Funeral Home and

4 A ‘*\ V344 £ f”‘i 4 ﬁf(
became co-manager. (He still 1s)-« Nty ~ ML N\ dnscdten Neraal Nz,
ZCU rLen\z"\‘*Cﬂ’ Cornferiraf M ' (- Q/ &4

’ ﬁ»f/'llﬂt;u -},,f/((w/ > ([, o Rorasea (00 e 1Ty A h\/ &»,} Ttract z/»f(
oulerdl Gan Ligatd At COUNCIL ACTIVE N Todk

Aware in 1948 that some sub-par housing was under construction in Morehead,
the City Council passed an ordinance prohibiting the construction of any building in the
City limits measuring less that 200 square feet. It was an effort to curb cheaply
constructed homes and businesses within the City limits. The City Council also enacted
an ordinance requiring all property owners to construct and maintain sidewalks. Also a
Rowan County Grand Jury criticized the City Police Court for amending drunken driving
charges to reckless driving and warned against continuance of such a practice.

Condemnation charges were ordered by the City Council against property owners on



. ) &
West Main Street rights-of-way for the proposed pavement of west M.

Also the Council appointed Ed Hall Police Chief; C.B. McCullough, Fire Chief; Mrs. Tke
Blair, City Clerk; "Scorch" Mutters, Police Court Clerk; Clyde Whitt and Bill Bowman,
Patrolmen.

In 1948 Fraley Furniture opened with WW II hero Earl Scott Fraley as the
manager. Also that year, the General Refractories Companyhon Christy Creek was closed
and their railroad that ran seven miles up to the mine waﬁclosed. "Pa" Kessler was the
only engineer on the railroad. The railroad was discontinued after 28 years of service
and Mr. Kessler retired. That year the state released plans for widening and beautifying
U.S. 60 west of town. That was the year they closed and covered over the creek that ran
adjacent to U.S. 60 from near the Methodist Church to Route 32.

Local clubs and civic organizations joined with the Rowan County Board of
Education in urging publicity for the schools and more visitations by parents during
National Education Week. Lillian Kiser of Little Brushy School won the county’s
spelling bee for the second straight year. (This writer’s mother was the teacher at that

school, which is the actual building now designated the Cora Wilson Stuart Moonlight

School, located on First Street.) |
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