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t.ha l re resenlatives J' ·11m Clinn~ 
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Compn 1y at 1tS muirt o n ICl!S ~111 

Lexingtion, wil l a llen l:J. 
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10 unt' I 11 a . 111 and 2 110011 un-
til 3:3l . . 
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The Morehead Company 
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hts ls 
tissue 

Torn Cox 
Cowden manager. 

c'on ract. 
C wden also has plants at Mt. 

Ste Hng, Stanford, Lancaster and 
Spr ngfield. 

S • tjie employees have •tready 
bee . laid off as the co[llpany 
co pletes each operation on its 
pre ept stock .of Cowden stock 
mat rial and Cox said i't was , 
pla ned to . start immediafeiy on· 1 
the Army c.ontract, . 
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IIE MOREHEAD COMPANY emplo~about 250 ,women. ilkll.Y a f il[ftt.in one of the state's most modern factories on We~ 
[ain Street, constructed by money subsoribed by progressive Moreheadians who, in turn, leased the building. The. company mak, 

a top grade dungaree sold all over the nation. This is an interior view in the plant. . 
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE AND PLACES 
AROUND ROWAl'T rr rsn ,o wt1 ·-1 q I.f f 

BY 
JACK D. ELLIS 

"Call to remembrance the former days." (Hebrews 10:32) 

~ 1948, there were many good days in the history of Rowan County. The county's 

industrial base consisted of the Lee Clay Products Company in Clearfield, the General 

Refractories Clay Mines on Christy Creek, and the Kentucky Fire Brick company at 

Haldeman. Also, that year the Morehead Industrial Foundation, Inc. signed a contract 

with the Cowden Manufacturing Company to establish a new garment factory employing 

female labor. The factory was located on West Main Street and was in operation for over 

L 
30 years. (The building is now owned by Morehead State University.) 

It was not a good year for Morehead State College's budget requests. George I. 

Cline, Rowan County Representative in Frankfort deplored the appropriation bill which 

gave MSC only a $9,000 increase, far less than the other colleges. (So what else is new 

in 2006). 

INDUSTRIAL EXP ANSI ON 

In 1948, John M. Palmer, Vice President of the Lee Clay Company, was named 

president of the Morehead Industrial Foundation, Inc. That year Mr. Palmer was also 

elected president of the American Association of Clay Manufacturers and C.B. 

Daugherty was named to the Board of Directors of the newly formed Soldier Clay and 
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Asphalt Company. Also, that year, a contract was let by the City of Morehead to pave 

Lyons Avenue. It called for a 20 foot wide concrete street to be paid for by the property 

owner at $75 per lineal foot. (This writer was still at home and lived with my parents on 

Lyons A venue at the time and I was glad to get off of a cinder street.) Later after 

marriage, my wife and I purchased, under the GI Bill, our first home on Lyons Avenue. ~ ~ 

}the talk in town was the amazing story of Jack Cecil's two hound dogs that were turned 

loose on his Fox Farm near Sharkey and picked up a trail and were found several days 

later 128 miles away at Athol, Kentucky. 

SENSATIONAL MURDER TRAIL 

A book could be written about a ~~owan County murder trial. It was 

one of the most sensational ~ e state of Kentucky and maybe the nation, and drug 

on for over four years. In 1948 Mathew Fyfe was freed from prison because the state 

was unable to uncover additional evidence relating to his alleged rape and murder of his 

cousin, Ida Mason. Fyfe's first trial conducted in 1944 resulted in a hung jury. He was 

brilliantly defended by local defense attorney Thomas R. Bums, and the hung jury could 

have been called a victory for the defense. (Mr. Bums then entered the military service 

and was not involved in any of the other trials.) In a second trial the jury handed down a 

verdict of life in prison. Six months later the case was re-docketed by the Court of 

Appeals on the grounds his conviction was based on insufficient evidence. In a third 

trial in 1946, the jury again handed down a life sentence and again Fyfe was remanded to 
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the prison at LaGrange, Kentucky. Then following another appellate court decision that 

he was convicted on insufficient evidence, Mathew Fyfe was released from prison for the 

second and last time. The results of those appellate court decisions would indicate that 

Rowan juries are hard on people charged with murder. 

During the initial trial in 1944, this writer and Frank Burns were high school 

seniors. Since Frank's brother Tom was the defense attorney, we attended much of the 

trial as part of our classroom work. However, we both went into the Army shortly after 

the trial ended and did not witness any of the other trials. ;;t;i!:!L, this writer'~ 

Janis Ruth Caudill, as well as many other local citizens attended those later trials. That 

was in the days before television and that was even better than reality TV - It 'Yas reality f 

(In today's media world that trial would have been news for '-' years.:,-~ rxJ\--W ~ € ~ t Lduu,/ ),vl.i . 
WIL MAN OF THE MOUNTAINS CAPTURED 

In 1948 Federal Agents captured what the press called Kentucky's "Wild Man of 

the Mountains." Some women picking blackberries at the head of Craney Creek in 
\ 

Rowan County came upon a 50 gallon moonshine still. A team of officers including 

Sheriff Sam Green and Federal agents staked out the still and caught the famous "Wild 

Man of the Mountains. His name was Ray Carey and he was wanted for 3 ½ year for ' 

14---~~ ~~~ ' 
Army desertion, as well a operating a moonshine still. T. · and sai!iill~@P UJ-it~ 

~ +.tu for desertion. (I knew Ray Carey but had forgotten he was once "Kentucky's Wild 

Man of the Mountains.") 
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AROUND TOWN IN 1948 

The Morehead Methodist Church purchased land on where they planned to build a 

new parsonage. (However, in 2006 much more is being built by the Methodist Church04,) 

8,;beautiful new fellowship hall is rising UJl 

. That year Jimmy Tackett purchased the Yell ow Cab Company from H.M. 

Meadows. Bill Carl and Roger Caudill opened a new garage and Ford Dealership called 

Carl-Caudill Motors. Dr. Harold Blair, well known dentist and civic leader was killed in 

an automobile accident. The recreation center at the Rodbum Hollow was named 
\)) ~)t\~,,,,W~ 

Woodland Park by contest winner \}lal,l5,Jieek:e.t-.- The Harvest Festival held their first 

fair that year, and William C. Lane purchased an interest in the Lane Funeral Home and 

· ~-,.._ h 1145 
became co-manager. (He still is.) - Tl :'!9 "'", ~~ t~ # 11'-,.f ._..._ -~ •rr .As ,,..41;/' 

~f~,1,-r~ ~Aih-~t~~ ~ ~ ~.J ~ t.f-t(A.. 
°'-'-l cw.{ o/ ~ ~ 1f=rft"c TNC!LACTIVE IN i 948 ~;, ' 

Aware in 1948 that some sub-par housing was under construction in Morehead, 

the City Council passed an ordinance prohibiting the construction of any building in the 

City limits measuring less that 200 square feet. It was an effort to curb cheaply 

constructed homes and businesses within the City limits. The City Council also enacted 

an ordinance requiring all property owners to construct and maintain sidewalks. Also a 

Rowan County Grand Jury criticized the City Police Court for amending drunken driving 

charges to reckless driving and warned against continuance of such a practice. 

Condemnation charges were ordered by the City Council against property owners on 
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West Main Street rights-of-way for the proposed pavement of west M~ ~ ·1~~1.J. 

Also the Council appointed Ed Hall Police Chief; C.B. McCullough, Fire Chief; Mrs. Ike 

Blair, City Clerk; "Scorch" Mutters, Police Court Clerk; Clyde Whitt and Bill Bowman, 

Patrolmen. 

In 1948 Fraley Furniture opened with WW II hero Earl Scott Fraley as the 

manager. Also that year, the General Refractories Company on Christy Creek was closed 

and their railroad that ran seVen miles up to the mine w~ sed. "Pa" Kessler was the 

only engineer on the railroad. The railroad was discontinued after 28 years of service 

and Mr. Kessler retired. That year the state released plans for widening and beautifying 

U.S. 60 west of town. That was the year they closed and covered over the creek that ran 

adjacent to U.S. 60 from near the Methodist Church to Route 32. 

Local clubs and civic organizations joined with the Rowan County Board of 

Education in urging publicity for the schools and more visitations by parents during 

National Education Week. Lillian Kiser of Little Brushy School won the county's 

spelling bee for the second straight year. (This writer's mother was the teacher at that 

school, which is the actual building now designated the Cora Wilson Stuart Moonlight 

School, located on First Street.) 
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