‘Lhis 1YZ4 picture shows Lee Stewart, left foreground, with a 300-g allon
still seized in Greenup County. Above Stewart is Jlm Billiter of Plke-
ville; right, Sheriff Vernon Callahan, Deputy John Huff, Boyd County.



IN ABOUT 1900 Rowan County Sheriff J. D. Caudill captured this still. Prohibition was not in
effect but whiskey was cheaper if home manufactured. Sheriff Caudill, with badge, has his
hand on the still. Others in the picture include: Billy Nickell, Columbus Carter, Charlie Keeton,
Jack Carter, Jim Brown, Ezra Proctor, Henderson Adams, Pierce Blair, Bert Tussey, Claude
Allen, Walter Miller, Charley Hudgins, Sam P’Simer, Riley Trumbo, Melville Johnson and J.
W. Riley. The dog at upper right is ‘Irixie’ which old-timers say was the town pet,
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COPPER STILL—This rig for making moonshine was captur-

ed in 1924. In front is Lee Stewart who led the raid. Story

about Stewart, the man most feared by the illegal whiskey
manufacturers, appears elsewhere in this edition.
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OLD-TIMERS: Moonshiners Never 1

OREHEAD, KY., June 25.—The head-
waters country of Licking River was
disrupted once by a disastrous raid

of federal prohibition agents. Two heavy-
hearted citizens met the next day. They
stopped to canvass the damage. One counted
nine neighbors whose outfits had been cut
to pieces. And then he added:

“Anse’s made 10, Lige’s made 11, and
mine made 12.”

Robert Lee Stewart was one of the fedgral
agents who made that raid. This mild-
mannered, soft-spoken mountaineer was
on thousands of other raids, too. H_e is re-
puted to have cut up more moonshine stills
than any other man in the United States.
Raiding was his career, off and on, from
19501 to 1948. :

Now 76, Stewart lives in retirement. To
see him in his comfortable home here at
Morehead, you’d take him for a man of
gentle pursuits, well-preserved throggh
years of careful attention to correct diets
and regular habits.

But he is the hard-bitten veteran of gun
battles with moonshiners all over the
mountains of East Kentucky. He has
tramped untold thousands of miles through
the ice and snow of winter and the tangled
undergrowth of summer. He has been am-
bushed, gone 24 hours without food many
times, arrested dangerous men, and matched
wits with the slickest clan of lawbreakers
ever sired in this counftry.

Homesteaded In Oklahoma

There is nothing tough about Stewart but
spirit and sinew. He does not curse, smoke
or chew. He does not talk against people,
unless perchance they be Democrats he
believes stole an election. He has never
indulged in whisky, has not tasted beer for
30 years. He does not drink coffee, but takes
tea on rare occasions. !

While raiding moonshine stills was his
principal career for nearly half a _century,
Stewart has followed other pursuits from
time to time. He has been a mountain
schoolteacher, traveling salesman, and
hotel clerk. Republican politics led him to
the Kentucky House of Representatives,
both as member and as enrolling clerk. He
was secretary to Congressman John W.
Langley two years, and assistant secretary
of state two years of the Morrow Admini-
stration. He has been police judge of More-
head, and twice was Republican nominee
for clerk of the Court of Appeals. And he
homesteaded 160 jacres of land in Okla-
homa Territory in 1907-08.

Stewart was born February 4, 1873, on
Carr Creek in Letcher County. That sec-
tion was cut from Letcher in 1884 and put
in the new County of Knott. He obtained
his early schooling, such as it was, on Carr
Creek and Right Beaver. Then he enrolled
in Prof. George Clarke’s Academy at Hind-
man, and later studied three.years at the
University of Kentucky.

His father was the noted Dr. Alexander
H. Stewart, physician, soldier, Republican
politician, and the author of four books
on iology_ from the medical viewpoint.
Dr. Stewart was clected to the State Sen-
ate in 1887, and later was physician at the
reformatory in Frankfort. It was here he
obtained material for his books. He moved
to Oklahoma Territory in 1901.

‘Rat House’

Thus we see the boy came honestly by
his Republican leanings, although his Dem-
ocratic name of Robert Lee was acquired
sub rosa. He was named Robert after an
uncle. But a short time later there fell into
the Stewart household a red bandana hand-
kerchief bearing the pictures of Confederate
generals. General Robert E. Lee, of course,
dominated the scene. His mother’s people,
the Pigmans, were Democrats anyway, and
his father was in Texas at the time. So
they appropriated Lee from the handker-
chief and added it to his name.

Stewart’s destiny as a moonshine raider
was set in 1899 when he was appointed
storehouse keeper and gauger by John W.
Yerkes, collecter of internal revenue at
Danville, In those days, East Kentucky was
dotted with' small distilleries operating
under Government license. It was the young
man’s duty to measure out grain to these
distillers, test the proof of their runs, and
keelp a sharp eye on the operation in gen-
eral.

But these small distilleries were not able,
by any means, to supply the demand. That
is the main reason so many mountaineers
set up stills outside the law. The secondary
reason was that moonshiners had the ad-
vantage of $1.10 a gallon the licensed distil-
lers were required to pay the Government.

For that matter, the combined output was
ha_rdly enough to meet local demands for
drinking liquor. Licensed distilleries were

By ALLAN M. TROUT,
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of Kentucky character studies by

Allan M. Trout—but character studies with a difference. Trout decided
he was tired of “whooped-up copy on men who amount to something,”
or those who think they do. He set out to find some Kentuckians who
have been content to grow up with the Commonwealth and not try to
shape it. He wanted “positively nothing that points to the solution of
any problem.” He had a good time finding it.

Mild is the word for Robert Lee Stewarl, 76, of MoreheaT—Datre has shot

Courier-Journal photo by Cort Best

it out with moonshiners throughout Eastern Kentucky as a federal officer.

lucky to hold whisky in storage three
weeks. It was by the hardest they carried 10
gallons through the summer; otherwise, new
warehouse permits would have been re-
quired that fall:

1, Licensed distilleries of that day utilized.

an ingenious device called a rat house. It
was a small room made out of logs, without
windows or cracks, but fitted with a sliding
box through one wall. The customer pulled
the box out, dropped his money and bottle
into it, then pushed it back through the wall.
When he pulled it out again, he found his
money’s worth of whisky. There was little,
if any, basis here for incriminating testi-
mony. ,

Years later, Stewart was to encounter the
same brand of ingenuity on Wooton Creek
in Leslie County. In a cabin there he found
several tubs of corn sprouting in water. It
looked to him like a batch of malt in the
making. He turned to the old woman for
further light.

“’Pon my honor, Lee’” she said, “that
don’t mean anything in this world. The ole
cow’s teeth got so p’int-blank bad we soak
her corn in water to make hit soft.”

The young man was promoted to deputy
collector of internal revenue in 1901. It was
in this capacity he began - raiding stills.
Thereafter, off and on until 1948, he raided
under such titles as warshouse guard, depu-
ty United States marshdl, federal prohibi-
tion agent, United States commissioner, and
field agent for the Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol Board at Frankfort. 2

But the great and golden era of his career

was the period of national prohibition. From
1922 to 1935 he carried the dread title and
wielded the hard authority of federal pro-
hibition agent. In this fact alone can be seen
his unsurpassed record of destroyed stills.
He not only raided through the entire period
of prohibition, but had been at it, off and
on, for 20 years before, and continued, off
and on, for 13 years after.

A Fortified Still

The bloodiest raid ever experienced by
Stewart occurred back in 1922. The scene
was at a fortified still built by the Ballard
brothers, Bob and Charley, on East Fork of
Slate Creek in Menifee County.

The outfit was camouflaged skillfully
with brush pilings. The fortress consisted of
a double line of stout poles the size of a
man’s thigh, with rock and dirt tamped in
the 18-inch space between the two lines of
poles. The place was bulletproof. There was
a well near the gate, from which the Ballard
brothers could draw water in safety.

Among the men on this raid was Eugene
McFarland, Glasgow. He survived 34 years
of dangerous raiding. He was mortally in-
jured, at last, by a fall from his barn loft
while getting down fodder for the cow.

After watching the Ballard fortress a
long time that fateful day, the raiders de-
cided it was deserted. Bob Duff, Owings-
ville, twice jailer of Bath County, stepped
boldly to the gate. He was killed instantly by
a blast of gunfire from inside.

The Ballard brothers were not captured
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that day. But a few days later, the agents
ran them to cover in an old log house. In
the gun battle that followed, the moonshin-
ers killed a posseman by name of Treadway,
from Sterling, and Guy Cole, an agent from
West Kentucky.

Bob Ballard was hit by four bullets. He
died shortly after the agents carried him
from the house. Charley Ballard crawled out
the door and escaped. The men followed him
by the trail of blood he left, tracked him to a
horse, and at last rode him down.

Old-time mountain raiders used four
methods to locate stills. The sure method
was to listen to informers tempted to talk
by the Government fee of $10. Another
method was by smell, another by smoke, and
the fourth was to get out and search the
countryside. John Fulton, a posseman and
the nephew of Deputy U. S. Marshal Tom
Holifield, always said look for a still about
where you would hide it yourself.

Some Shrewd Snooping

On long raids into remote territory, agents
were compelled to eat and sleep where they
could find accommodations. They sometimes
accepted the hospitality of moonshiners
themselves. In a way, moonshiners often
revealed their own secret by being overly
hospitable to the raiders. These mountain
hosts rarely accepted money for bed and
board. But there is an exception to every
rule. For example:

Stewart and six other raiders once stopped
at the log house of a schoolteacher and
farmer named Holbrook, on Beefhide Creek
in Letcher County. Professor Holbrook
aroused their suspicions right away by ask-
ing $1 a head for the night’s lodging. (The
value of a still in those days was around $10.
The agents suspected he was after their
$7 to help him replace his outfit if the need
ever arose.)

Nothing happened that night, however.
But at breakfast the next morning, one of
their party, John Henry Addington, failed to
show up. Known as John Hen, this agent
was born and raised at the mouth of Boone
Creek in Letcher County. He was shrewd
to a fare-thee-well.

The raiders decided, therefore, to look
for John Hen before eating. They found him
down at the creek, snooping in all directions
from a burning stump. The stump, obvious-
ly, had been afire since the day before. It
well could have been fired for a little mash
cooking.

None was more interested in John Hen’s
search than Professor Holbrook. When it ap-
peared certain the still would be located, the
professor melted away into the under-
growth. A moment later the raiders heard

still seized in Greenup County.

This 1924 picture shows Lee Stewart, left foreground, with a 300-gallon
Above Stewart is Jim Billiter of Pike-

a pistol shot. Thus guided, they quickly
found the still. Professor Holbrook was
standing there, pistol in hand. He had re-
vealed the location of his own still to col-
lect the informer’s fee of $10!

John Hen had the reputation of finding
his man where others failed. He once set out
to arrest an elusive character living near the
Virginia state line. He reached the culprit’s
cabin after dark one night. He decided to
wait until morning, then catch his man when
he first stepped out into the yard, still half
asleep.

John Hen found a big old poplar log
about 200 feet up the hillside from the
cabin. He crawled under the down side
of the log and slept there until daybreak.
'Twas a rustling that awakened John Hen.
It was the man he had come to arrest. The
fellow had slept all night on the up side
of the same log, but at the other end.

The 'two men faced each other in the
cool mountain dawn. Both had to laugh.
John Hen had slept out to fool the culprit,
and the culprit had slept out to fool John
Hen, but neither dreamed he was bedfellow
to the other.

The raiders had law on their side. But
they did not always win out in the ever-
lasting battle of wits with the moonshiners.
They never overcame the deadly precision
of mountain grapevine, For example:

News of their presence always preceded
the raiders. When they showed up at the
mouth of a creek, somebody fired a shot,
or rang a dinner bell. In a few moments
another shot rang out, or another bell
pealed, always farther up the hollow,
always ahead of the raiders.

One season in Edmonson County, Stew-
art and his party of raiders noticed an un-
usual volume of fox-horn blowing. Not
hearing the familiar bells and’ shots, they
quickly interpreted the new message of the
horns. In Whitley County, agents seldom
captured a prisoner. It was the unwritten
law among moonshiners there to leave their
stills at the first note of warning and to
stay away until the raiders left the county.

Rattlesnake Sentinel

Stewart was on a raid in Greenup County
once. With him were Guy Tuggle, London,
and Roy W. Easley, Louisville. Rain was
pouring in sheets as they neared the loca-
tion of three stills. They encountered the
lookout man. He had no hands.

The lookout suddenly flopped down in the
mud and began jabbering. Thinking he had
been seized with a fit, they lifted the fellow
to a more comfortable position. This act of
kindness quickly solved the mystery. The
lookout had a pint of whisky there on the
ground. Having no hands, gz could not

ville; right, Sheriff Vernon Callahan, Deputy John Huff, Boyd County.
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throw it awa%m.!g%‘!t?approached.

But he flopped down on the bottle, in the
hope of hiding it until the agents passed
on. .

The deadliest sentinel Stewart ever en-
countered at a still was back in 1930 when
he and agents W. C. Manning and Alfred
Moore were raiding on Caney Creek in
Bath County. The outfit appeared to be
deserted. But when they started to dis-
mantle it, a four-foot rattlesnake with 15
rattles hissed defiance from the 50-gallon
copper still.

“Look out, boys,” Stewart cried. “He’s
down here checking up on his poison.”

I}Iative intelligence reached enviable
he;ghts in the art of walking from house to
still without leaving a path. This point was
of ‘supreme importance to the moonshiner,
In the court of Federal Judge A. M. J.
Cochran it was prima facie evidence of
guilt to prove a path led from the defend-
ant’s house to a still up the hollow.

Eavesdroppers
Stewart once found three stills on Old

House Branch in Knott County without the-

slighest trace of a road or path leading to
either. It was useless for raiders to travel
a ridge road, if what they wanted to find
was paths leading down the incline. Moon-
shiners never left a ridge road twice at the
same place. But 40 to. 50 yards down the
mountain side these random routes usually
converged into one path leading to the still.

Stewart and Dan Hays, old-time sheriff
of Knott County, cut up a deserted still one
Tuesday on Laurel Fork of Quicksand. The
season was dry, so they did not burn the
barrels lest a forest fire start. Instead, they
merely knocked the barrels apart, and left
the staves and hoops lying in disorder.

The federal agent and Sheriff Hays al-
lowed the moonshiners a day or so to get
their still set back up. By Thursday, they
figured, the men would be ready to re-
assemble the batrels. They came by on the
ridge road above the location. Sure enough,
they heard hamxxlers and mallets go bang,
bang, as they slipped down the mountain
side. They crawled silently to a clump of
bushes within easy earshot of the two
moonshiners.

One of them had just got a barrel back
together. He stepped a pace or so to the
rear, and stood there admiring his crafts-
manship. The officers of law heard him say:

“Now, damn you, Dan Hays, cut this ’un
up ag’in!”

Stewart’s career as a raider ended in 1948
through the ironical medium of modern
progress, plus his life-long habit of walk=
ing. In his younger days, Stewart never rode
unless he had to. He walked. Once he of=
fered a man $2 to let him ride his wagon
the 45 miles from Hindman to Jackson. He
pitched his satchel in the wagon and set
out afoot. Half way there, the v “aner ve-
marked: :

“Lee, you ain’t- ;q,idin’ fen

just charge you $1.

15 Miles on a b e s

At Jackson, the wagonk 5. oy
deeper. “Lee,” he said, “beiq'r'”u;l "

I reckon 50 cents is abotlt
satchel.” :

But to return to Stewart’s fatef¥it valedic-
tory. After raiding in Elliott County that
cold winter’s day of 1948, he stepped out to
the hard-surfaced highway to catch a bus.
It was snowing and the bus was late. He
started walking to meet it. An automobile
knocked him down in the blinding snow-
storm. It broke his right arm and ended
his days as a raider.

What a contrast from the primitive cire
cumstances of his only other mishap. It was
back in 1925 that his party was ambushed
at the head of Licking River. The first vol-
ley went wild. A bullet in the second volley
cut through his leg. He dressed the wound
the best he could, then rode 15 miles on
muleback to the office of Dr. Richard W.
Duke at Bosco.

Stewart didn’t get alarmed on that oc-
casion until he got to Bosco. There a Chesa-
peake & Ohio freight train scared the mule
so badly he nearly entangled the wounded
rider in a wire fence near the depot.

In his lifetime, Stewart never saw any
good come of whisky. He will never forget
the summary a moonshiner once stated =
Judge Cochran’s court. The fellow had
served a term for his first offense. He came
back home, got caught again, and made bail.
Then he went to Ohio and got a legal job of
work.

He came back for his second trial and was
convicted. He stood before the bench and
asked Judge Cochran to probate his sen-
tence so he could return to Ohio and make
a legal living.

“Judge,” he said, “hit’s not me that suf=

fers. Hit’'s my wife an’ children.”
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Moonshiners vs Revenuers
Part I

By Jack D. Ellis
Special to The Morehead News

Wine is a mocker, strong
drink is raging. (Proverbs
20:1)

Making home-brew whiskey
has been a part of Rowan
since it became a county in
1856.' Indeed the hills of
Appalachia and making
"moonshine"” whiskey have
long been intertwined into the
culture.

During the 19th century
and the early 20th century the
production of corn liquor was
primarily a family-oriented
enterprise and was made only
in small quantities. But with
the advent of prohibition in
the 1920s and the great
depression in the 1930s,
moonshine still took on a
much more sinister
atmosphere.

State law passed against

ligquor in Rowan County

Rowan County has had a
long ““and infamous
relationship with "demon
rum.” In fact the report of
Kentucky's Adjunct General
Sam Hill in 1887, who
investigated the Rowan

County feud, reported that it
was caused by a mixture of
whiskey and politics.

Evidently the Kentucky
Legislature recognized the
social, economic and human
violence caused by whiskey,
because in 1887 the
legislature passed "An act to
prohibit the sale and use of
spirituous, vinous and malt
liquor in the County of
Rowan." It is no wonder that
Eastern Kentucky has been
stereotyped as a center for
moonshine whiskey.

Homemade stills increase

Although Rowan County
had long been a center for the
production of homemade
spirits, that act of the
legislature seemed to increase
the number of local stills.
Since the state of Kentucky
was world famous for its legal
distilleries, and a great deal of
state and federal revenue was
generated by a tax on
whiskey, the government did
not take kindly to illegal
distilleries.

Revenue agents organized

It was during the early
1900s that a large cadre of
Revenue Agents, commonly
called "Revenuers" were
organized. Their headquarters
were in Louisville and their
agents covered Kentucky and
Tennessee. Their task was to
prevent the illegal production,
manufacture and sale of

untaxed liquor, commonly
called "moonshine." i

It received its name because
it was made at night when the
telltale smoke from the fire
that cooked the mash could
not be seen. Both clear "white
lightning," bourbon whiskey
and home-brewed malt beer
were made in those homemade
stills. There were two kinds of
stills: metal pot and wood
barrel.

In the metal pot type, the
mash was cooked directly on
an open fire and in the wooden
barrel type, the mash was
cooked by steam in the
barrels. In both types the
condensation took place in
copper tubing with the final
liquid condensing into 100
proof alcohol that dripped into
jugs. Of course, this was all
illegal, but at first little effort
was made to stop it.

Effects at stopping the
illegal manufacture and sale
of whiskey (moonshining)
began in Rowan County on
Sept. 14, 1903 when U.S.
Marshall P. Jackson raided
and destroyed a still in Rowan
County. Also on Sept. 18,
1914, U.S. Marshal J.W.
Crawford, along with Marshal
Eubank, captured a Rowan
County still. The marshals
destroyed 200 gallons of home-

In 1909 revenuers destroy moonshine Stlll in front of brewed beer, and four gallons

Rowan County Courthouse. From left: witnesses Dove

Caudill, Jack Carter, Judge J.W. Riley and revenue
agent.

of whiskey. The battle agamst
home brew had begun.
Prohibition Act increased

People &

Places

moonshining

Throughout the mountains
of Appalachia the making and
selling of home brew was an
accepted way of life for
centuries. Although it was an
illegal and unsavory activity,
it was just an accepted way of
life. The owners and operators
of a still within a community
were known and accepted by
residents. It was not until the
U.S. government passed the
18th Amendment (January
1919) which prohibited the
national sale of whiskey that
the Revenuers began to
earnestly seek and destroy
local stills.

There were federal revenue
agents in Rowan County
before prohibition to seek out
and stop the illegal traffic in
moonshine whiskey. But it
was estimated that there were
more than 100 cases brought
before the grand jury during
the prohibition years (1919-
1933). Those found guilty
usually got off with a light
sentence by a sympathetic
jury and went right back to
making whiskey.

As prohibition continued in
this nation, moosnshining
became a lucrative business
and lots of money was to be
made. It was shipped to the
cities where it brought a good
price at the illegal saloons.
Dorsie Keaton, an ex-revenue

See MEMORIES on C-2
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Local Trivia

Early History

B With tax on distilled whiskey
once at $12.50 per gallon in the
early 1900s, it was the third

largest source of income for the

federal government.

THE MOREHEAD NEWS, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2006

About the Author

Dr. Jack Ellis
is a retired
Morehead
State
University
Library
director and
a retired
minister.

Morehead Memories:

By JACK ELLIS
Special to The Morehead News

- . “Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess.” (Eph-
esians 5:18)

During Rowan’s 150th
birthday, this writer has at-
tempted to remember some
of the people who have
made a difference in the
history of our county. To-
day’s article spotlights one
of these men, Lee Stewart.

Mild-mannered Robert
Lee Stewart could have
been called the “Clark
Kent” of the early Federal
Revenue Agents in Ken-
tucky. He was the soft-spo-
ken, mild-mannered More-
head man who didn’t
smoke, drink alcoholic bev-
erages or chew tobacco.

He would sometimes lit-
erally rip off his suit and tie
and don, not a cape, but a
battered old hat, rough
shoes, and a 45 pistol under
his overall jacket. He then
became the nemesis of the
moonshiners throughout
Appalachia. -

The headwaters of the
Licking River was once a
center of illegal moonshine
stills. One Monday morning
after a disastrous raid near
the Rowan, Morgan and

People &

Places

Lee Stewart: Moonshiner’s nightmare

Menifee lines, two met in
Morehead to discuss dam-
age assessment. One said,
“Lem’s made ten stills de-
stroyed, Otis’ made 11, and
mine made 12. It’s getting
harder every day to make a
living in this country. I may
have to go to Ohio and get
an honest job.”

Destroying stills was
his business
Robert Lee Stewart was

 one of the men who led that

raid. The mild-mannered,
soft-spoken mountaineer
was a veteran of thousands
of such raids. He was reput-
ed to have cut up more
moonshine stills than any
other man in the United
States.

Raiding stills had been
his career off and on from"
1901 to 1948. But he had
also been a school teacher,
traveling salesman, hotel

- clerk and Republican politi-

cian, leading him to one
term in the Kentucky
House of Representatives.
He also fourld time to be a
part of the great Oklahoma
land rush where he home-
steaded 160 acres. .

He had also served as
Morehead’s Police Judge
and the Republican nomi-
nee for the State Court of

Appeals. He retired in 1948
t8 his home in Morehead.
This writer remembers
mild-mannered Lee Stewart
well but at that time had no
idea of the extent of his
service as a Federal Rev-
enue Agent.

Robert Lee Stewart was
born on Feb. 4, 1873, on
Carr Creek in Letcher
County. That section was
removed from Letcher
County in 1884 and put in
the new county of Knott. He
was the son of Dr. Alexan-
der H. Stewart, physician,
soldier, Republican politi-
cian and author of four
books examining medicine’s
influence on sociology.
Young Robert Lee received
his early schooling at Carr
Creek and Right Beaver.

He then attended Profes-
sor George Clark’s Academy
in Hindman, and later stud-
ied three years at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky.

Illegal alcohol sold

in some distilleries

Stewart’s destiny as a
moonshine raider began in

1899 when he was appoint- |

ed as federal revenue agent
assigned to oversee the
many small legal distiller-
ies that dotted the land-

* scape in Kentucky. It was

‘Robert Lee Stewart, 1873-1963. This mild-mannered
gfederal revenue agent was the nemesis of all illegal
‘whiskey makers. He retired in Morehead in 1948
'and once served as local police judge.

his duty to measure out
grain to those small legal
distilleries and test their
runs and keep a sharp eye
on their operation.

The licensed distilleries
could not keep up with the
demand, so unlicensed oper-
ations and bootlegging be-
came prevalent in Ken-

| tucky. Even those small dis-

tilleries had a way to sell il-
legally; e.g.; they utilized an
ingenious system called “A
Rat House.”

It was a small room
made up of logs without
windows or cracks, but
filled with a sliding box
through one wall. The cus-
tomer entered the room,
pulled out the box, put his
money and jug into the box
and pushed it back through
the wall.

After a brief wait he
pulled the box back and the
money was gone and his jug
was full of “Mountain Dew.”
(There was little basis for
incriminating testimony.)

This reminds me of the
old country song that says,
“If you’ll hush up your mug
they will fill up your jug
with that good old “Moun-
tain Dew.” (Where do you

See STEWART, Page D-2
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History From D-1

Evervane in Rowan County should visit
the outstanding display of the
150 Yeor History of Rowan County, Ky.
It is now on display af the
Kentucky Folk Art Center
on Figst Street.
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 pany; Monday - Satarday
Admission Free

Jack Ellis will be
speaking at the Ken-
tucky Folk Art Center
Monday, Feb. 20 at 7
p.m.

pliance, but also to sample
the product prodigiously,
and at frequent intervals.”

“Second - To place upon
the citizens an official duty
who might be so violently
at variance with the esthet-
ic tastes and habits of this
bill and could be tempted
from the strictly sober and
unimpeachable highway of
life — which has been a
glowing inspiration to the
youth of Carter County —
and beckon them down the
white mule trail into a con-
fusing wilderness of copper
worms.” (White Mule is an-
other name for moonshine
and copper worm another
name for a still.)

Still Bill killed in com-
mittee

“Third - That the Senate
of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky does not wish to
create an office so fraught
with tragic possibilities; be-
lieving rather that it is
preferable for the seductive
whistle of the still to still
be still and stay still; that
one lured by the phantom

The “copper worm”, another name f

still, is captured and destroyed.

of political patronage,
should shock the dignity of
this Assembly with fatu-
ities bablins and bibacious
banter.” The Still Bill evi-
dently died a natural death
in committee because these

hills are still

Read mor:
shiners vs. r
Jack Ellis’ bc
Memories: R
Rowan Coun

B Local Trivia

Still Bill not still, but shrill

By JACK ELLIS
Special to The Morehead
News

“Strong drink is raging
and whoever is deceived by
it is not wise.” (Proverbs
20:1)

Moonshine stills re-
quired to have a whistle
For over 200 years the
General Assembly of Ken-

tucky has been meeting
every other year and
“cranking” out legislation.
At the same time, citizens
of the Commonwealth have
held their collective breath
wondering what will come
out of Frankfort that year
and how it will affect them.
Throughout our history
they have introduced good
bills, bad bills, sad bills
and funny bills. But proba-
bly the most hilarious bill
was introduced in 1922
during the era of prohibi-
tion. It was designed to
control the illegal produc-
tion of moonshine whisky
at a time when white light-
ning was a moneymaking
business.

After reading this bill
presented to the Legisla-
ture in 1922, one has to ad-
mit the members of the
General Assembly had

more of a sense of humor
than they seem to have to-
day. Below is a sample of
the “doings” of the 1922
Legislature according to a
booklet by G.J Jarvis enti-
tled “Footprints of the
Flock.”

Carter County Senator
Bennie Tabor, author of the
famous Script Bill, was also
the author of this famous
Moonshine Bill. .

Whistle required to blow
regularly

-Famous joke - Moon-
shining Bill of Kentucky
Assembly-1922. Idea of
Carter County salon was a
still behind every hill, and
they should not be still, but
have a whistle on every
still. There might still be
stills, but they would not
be still but would be shrill.

“Be it enacted by the
General Assembly of The
Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky: that it should be un-
lawful after the passage of
this bill to set up or operate
any moonshine still or oth-
er apparatus which may be
used for making moonshine
or intoxicating liquor with-
out having placed upon
said still or other appara-
tus a “Whistle” which shall
make a noise which can be

" heard for at least two miles

from where said still is be-
ing operated.

“Each still, after comply-
ing with the above section
shall, between the hours of
2 a.m. and 11 p.m. at each
interval of thirty minutes,
blow said whistle so that
same can be heard by per-
sons who may be within
two miles of said still, so
that said persons can easily
find their way to said still.”

Safe road required to
each still

“Each still when so
equipped as stated above
shall, in addition, provide a
roadway or a well-beaten
path to reach the still in
safety.

“Each person, persons,
or corporations who may vi-
olate the above sections
shall upon conviction be
fined not less than $10.00
or more than $100.00 for
each and every offense and
the evidence of any person
shall be sufficient to con-
vict.

“There is hereby created

" the office of Moonshine

Still Inspector in every
county of this State, who
shall be elected at the regu-

“lar election held in each

county at the November

Section D

election each year, com-
mencing with the Novem-
ber election in 1922, and it
is hereby made the duty of

Tha inspector shall see that
above law is enforced.

e following report
Committee makes
“s0 ) nd” recommenda-

a untry folks to the
ntal and physical com-

Dr. Jack Ellis
is a retired
Morehead
State Univer-
sity Library
director and
a retired
minister.

People &
Places |

This copper rig for making illegal whiskey was cap-
tured in Rowan County in 1924. (No, it did not have a
whistle on it.) Front right, feared federal revenuer
Lee Stewart captured this still in 1924. Read more

about Lee Stewart in Chapter 10 of Kentucky Memo-
ries by Jack Ellis.



lllegal brew

he making of illegal whiskey
ntinued in Rowan County
throughout the 1940s, 50s and
- 60s. But rarely found today.
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Dr. Jack
Ellisis a
retired
Morehead
State
University
Library
director and
a retired
minister.

orehead

Moonshiners vs Revenuers
Part I1

By Jack D. Ellis
Special to The Morehead News

Wine is a mocker, strong
drink is raging. (Proverbs
20:1)

As the moonshiners became
more devious in. their
activities, the Federal Agents
became more determined to

stop them.
In 1939, three men were
arrested after agents

discovered and destroyed one
of the largest operations in
Rowan County.

They reported destroying 50
gallons of moonshine whiskey,
two 400-gallon stills, one 200-
gallon copper still, and one
100-gallon copper still in their
surprise raid.

They narrowly missed
catching a truckload  of
whiskey that had just left the
area. The sheriff and Revenue
Agents brought the whiskey
and beer into town, and in the
presence of the judge poured it
down the sewer.

This writer can remember
clearly coming home from
school at times the whiskey
was being destroyed. The odor
was terrible. Although no one
was apprehended at that still,
three men were eventually
arrested and brought to trial.
(They had a pretty big
operation with six men

working for them.)

Although the three were
suspects from the beginning,
in order to get evidence to
convict them, the agents
searched the records of the
local store keeper and found
he had sold 1,200 pounds of
sugar and 100 feet of copper
tubing to the suspects.

That resulted in their
arrest and conviction for
moonshining. Usually only a
light sentence resulted in
those cases, but that time the
three were sentenced in
Federal Court at Catlettsburg
to five years.

From interviews with ex-
federal agents Dorsie Keaton
and R. Lee Stewart, along
with anecdoted evidence, it
appeared there has always
been problems with making
illegal whiskey in Rowan
County. But only token
attempts were made to stop
the illegal trade until the
great depression. Then it
became more than evading the
law, but a determining factor
in peoples' income. With the
depression came an increase
in size of stills and quantity of
whiskey produced.

As it became a money
making project, and profit
became the driving force it
became a significant problem
because of the lost tax

revenue.
Local agents captured over

5,000 stills

Revenuer Lee Stewart and
Dorsie Keaton both were
assigned to Rowan County at
one stage of their career.
Together, they estimated they
were involved in the capture of
over 5,000 stills throughout
Kentucky, Tennessee and
Virginia.

It was an extremely
dangerous job. You were
confronting men in their own
territory and attempting to
take away their livelihood (as
they saw it). Both men
survived to their retirement.
Lee Stewart was shot once,
and run down on the streets of
Sandy Hook by a car driven by
a bootlegger.

Upon Lee Stewart's
retirement, he became
involved in statewide politics.
He ran twice on the
Republican ticket (1936 and
1940) for the Kentucky Court
of Appeals, but was defeated
both times. He and his wife
Lucinda retired in Morehead
and lived at 454 E. Main
Street where they lived long
into their eighties. Mr. and
Mrs. Stewart died in the
1950s.

The making of illegal
whiskey continued in Rowan
County throughout the decade
of the 40s, 50s and 60s. But
rarely is a moonshine still
found in Rowan County today.
Perhaps today it is a result of
the economy, and people
having the money and
opportunity to purchase
whiskey legally.

emories:

)

Lgcal moonshiner examines latest run of “white lightning.”

Places

Hoem describes revenuers

vs moonshiners

The following poem, "The
Sgere is Even" was written by
Rowan County war veteran
Pliil Hardin about some of his
early memories of
mponshiners and revenuers
algng the Licking River.

it is a poem about Revenuer
Billy Perry who had been a
fopmer moonshiner who

uj Ithe river road. He clung to
hig horse and rode on to a

ballgame that was being
played on Sunday afternoon.

The men gave him first aid
and took him in a car to a
Lexington hospital where he
survived. This poem expresses
clearly the conflict that arose
between the moonshiners and
the revenuers.

The Score is Even
I long to go back to my
childhood days
And the hills that were
loved by me
Before Uncle Sam dammed
up the river

And the streams
crooked and free.

To ride once more on an old
jolt wagon,

Astraddle the long coupling
pole;

Riding along with bare feet
draggin'

In the dust, to the old
swimmin' hole

ran

To follow the path to the old
log house
And visit with Oscar and

See MEMORIES on C-2



Memories From C-1

How he sneaked in while
they worked in the corn

And slashed up their good
cooper still.

As the days passed by men
plotted and planned.

Small moonshine still with
copper tubing was used to
produce illegal whiskey.

Tee,

And listen to those old
timers once more

Debate their philosophy

They gurgled their brew
from a gallon jug,

From a fruit jar nipped the
shine,

And Uncle Os spake of the
good old days

Drinking elderberry wine

In fancy I hear the old
story,

About a revenuer named
Bill;

This deed they could not
ignore;

For good whiskey sold for
four bucks a jug

And the judge and lawyers
paid more.

Down where Ramey's Creek
flooded the road,

In the brush lay a huge
sycamore;

Where ten men could hide
and never be seen

Just the place to even the
score.

It was on a warm Sunday
afternoon

With the sun sinking low in
the west;

Men lay in wait and Billy
rode by

And they sprinkled old
Billy's ... yes!

The sheriff came with his
long eared hounds

And turned them loose at
the site; o

They trailed and howled till
the moon was high

And on through the starry
night.

And all the people on Warix
Run

Heard the bloodhounds
scratch at their door;

The little ones cried and the
men - all lied!

And the score was even
once more.

Phil Hardin

Mayor proclaims May 4
National Day of Prayer

Mayor Brad Collins has
signed a proclamation declaring
Thursday, May 4 as National
Day of Prayer in Morehead.

At 6:30 p.m. on May 4, people
representing a wide variety of
churches and denominations in

J. i T W 5: . ORI o ek G 250 T s

g e e

our dependence on God, to give
thanks for blessings received, to
request healing for wounds
endured, and to ask God to
guide our leaders and bring
wholeness to the United States;

and i ;
Whareas I do0in with our

F.’eceixves GED

Cephas Littleton Sr. of Cranston Road, Morehead, recent-
ly passed the General Educational Development (GED)
test. He is a retired union carpenter from local 472 in Ash-
land. Getting the high school equivalency diploma is
"something I've always wanted to do. It's never too late,"
Littleton said. Also pictured is Jennifer McKinney, coordi-
nator of the Adult Learning Center. For details on prepar-
ing for the GED test, ACT test or pre-employment screen-
ing tests, call 783-2871. The Learning Center is located at
316 E. Main Street. All services are free.

Some Tiﬁ on Saving Water

During droughts or other emergencies, you
may be asked to help by conserving water.
You'll be surprised at how much you can save
without hardship right in your own home.
Some of the economies you can practice at
such times are:

Take showers instead of bath — the usual
bath requires 36 gal., the usual shower 25 gal.;
20 gal. is enough for a bath, 10 gal. is enough
for a shower if you turn it off while you lather. .

Turn the water off while you're shaving — a
running tap shave uses about 20 gal.; and be-
sides it will steam up your mirror.

Have flushometer toilets reset to use 314
instead of the normal 5 to 8 gal. per flush.

" Reset the float in your tank toilet to turn the
water off at a lower level.

Don't flush the toilet to dispose of cigarette
ashes, soiled tissues, etc.

Stopper your sink or use a dishpan when
washing dishes; 2 running water wash uses
about 30 gal. per meal,

Don't leave the water running when you
brush your teeth— turn it on only when you're
actually using it.

Use the basin instead of the shower for your
shampoo. {

Keep a bottle of drinking water in the refrig-
erator — running it until cold will waste a -
gallon. i |

Preparing For

(NAPS)—Along with warmer
weather, this time of year can
bring wicked weather. Tornadoes,
flash floods and thunderstorms
can hit anywhere in the United
States at anytime, and the num-
ber of these storms seems to be on
the rise.

Nasty Weather

Ttems you may want to include
in your families storm survival
kit: ;
e First aid kit with essential med-
ications such as an inhaler or
diabetes medication !

* Flashlight and extra batteries

‘Movies 9

1-64, Exit 94 %, 53,00 .
' 745-4900 @RS
Winchester begoMre -

SANDRA BULLOCK SNEAK PREVIEW !
| |

DMS Ashley Judd Natalie Portman
S Where the

www.sony.com/28days ,‘7{ 6471 I J'

1:15 4:30 7:10 9:50 Saturday only 7:10

B B B | e
1:30 4:00 7:00 9:40

1iiE R0ADTO

zo. igHBLE |poden [ ELDORADO

¥4 20ADI0EDORADO CON
Seene L CRME) OB o oo oo B | (Gl

1:30 4:30 7:2&2 15:30 4:00 7:00 9‘:40 12:45 3:00 5:00 7:10
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We're making Mortgage loans.
Competitive rates

Fast, Friendly Service.

We have long-term, fixed-rate loans with fifteen to thirty
years terms. Locked in rates and no Origination Fee!

LIMESTONE
MORTGAGE, LLC

S50 WEST SECOND ST,
MAYSVILLE, KY.

606-564-8400 :
800-920-0404 %

lfﬁnterior
Specialist LLC

The Only Drywall, Metal Stud and
Acoustic Tile In The Area!

For the month of April only Interior Specialist will
give away a free Porter Cable Screw Gun with
every prepaid purchase of $1,500 or more.
Only one per customer.

APRIL ONLY

4x12  11:00 Picked Up
4x8 7:00 Picked Up

1/2
1/2
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MOREHEAD MEMORIES: PEOPLE & PLACES
STILL BILL NOT STILL, BUT SHRILL
BY
JACK D. ELLIS

"...Strong drink is raging and whoever is deceived by it is not wise." (Proverbs 20:1)
Mop NSt S7 /LS RrQu)einTO MANE A o B STHE

For over 200 years the General Assembly of Kentucky has been meeting every
other year and "cranking" out legislation. At the same time, citizens of the
Commonwealth have held their collective breath wondering what will come out of
Frankfort that year and how it will effect them. Throughout our history they have
introduced good bills, bad bills, sad bills and funny bills. But probably the most
hilarious bill was introduced in 1922 d;ng the era of prohibition. It was designed to
control the illegal production of moonshine whisky at a time when white lighting was a
money making business.

After reading this bill presented to the Legislature in 1922, one has to admit the
members of the General Assembly had more of a sense of humor than they seem to have
today. Below is a sample of the "doings" of the 1922 Legislature according to a booklet
by G.J. Jarvis entitled "Footprints of the Flock."

Carter County Senator Bennie Tabor, author of the famous Script Bill, was also ‘
the author of this famous Moonshine Bill.

WHISTL L prguimsp 70 Rlow) BEGMARLy
FAMOUS JOKE - MOONSHINING BILL OF KENTUCKY ASSEMBLY-1922.

Idea of Carter County salon was a still behind every hill A they should not be still, but



have a whistle on évery still. There might still be stills, but they would not be still but
would be shrill.

"Be it enacted by the General Assembly of The Commonwealth of Kentucky: that
it should be unlawful after the passage of this bill to set up or operate any moonshine still
or other apparatus which may be used for making moonshine or intoxicating liquor
without having placed upon said still or other apparatus a "Whistle" which shall make a
noise which can be heard for at least two miles from where said still is being operated."

"Each still, after complying with the above section shall, between the hours of 2
a.m. and 11 p.m. at each interval of thirty minutes, blow said whistle so that same can be
heard by persons who may be within two miles of said still, so that said persons can
easily find their way to said still."

Syupe RoMUb REIQU)rtD TP sice ST/LL

"Each still when so equipped as stated above shall, in addition, provide a roadway

or a well-beaten path to reach the still in safety."

"Each person, persons, or corporations who may violate the above sections shall
upon conviction be fined not less than $10.00 or more than $100.00 for each and every
offense and the evidence of any person shall be sufficient to convict."

"There is hereby created the office of Moonshine Still Inspector in every county of
this State, who shall be elected at the regular election held in each county at the
November election each year, commencing with the November election in 1922, and it is

hereby made the duty of the Fiscal Court of each County to provide for the payment of



said inspector. The inspector shall see that the above law is enforced."
"All acts and parts of acts in conflict with this Legislation are hereby repealed."
The above bill was referred to the Committee on Agriculture chaired by Senator
Newton Bright of Eminence, who, himself must of had a greaf sense of humor. After
due dehberatlon the Committee submitted the following report: ,,
Cornm17€ mANJeEs "SouND @FCOTINENORTIONS

"First - That as an act of courtesy, even omitting political necessity, it develops

20ef
upon this body to appoint the author of such a bill (Senator-Gses) as State Enforcement

Officer of Moonshine Stills in Kentucky; not alone to see that they were run without
interruption, that the siren regularly summon the gentle country folks to the mental and
physical compliance, but also to sample the product prodigiéusly, and at frequent
intervals."

"Second - To place upon the 01tlzéns an official duty who might be so violently at

nis il 3w ul be

variance with the esthetic tastes and habits,_m%t- tempé{m from the strictly sober and
unimpeachable highway of life — which has been a glowing inspiration to the youth of
Carter County - and beckon them down the white mule trail into a confusing wilderness

of copper worms." (White Mule is another name for moonshine and copper worm

another name for a still.)

Sr) Ll B 1 L [ LLED )N Commm 1 TTE T

———

"Third - That the Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky does ng} create an

office so frought with tragic possibilities; believing rather that it is preferable for the

seductive whistle of the still to still be still and stay still; that one lured by the phantom of



political patronage; should shock the dignity of this Assembly with fatuities bablins and

bibaciow
he Still Bill evidently died a natural death in committee because these hills are $ 77/ 44

P
not shrill,bidsssil].

Read more about moonshiners vs revenuers in Jack Ellis’ book, Kentucky

Memories: Reflections of Rowan County , chapter 10.



Previous to 1884 and the infamous Tolliver-Martin feud,
Rowan County was wet. As the settlements in Rowan County at
this time were few in number =nd the population of each very
low, it is difficult to determine whether the use and selling
of liguor was legal by a specific law or whether liquor was
considered a commonplace commodity and thus no need for said
law. Following the end of the feud in 1887, an act was past
by the Kentucky House in 1888 which prohibited the sale and
use of ligquor. "An act to prohibit the sale and use of spiri-
tous, vinous, and malt liquors in the county of Rowsan."1l During
the feud, licuor had been thought to be a contributing factor
in the degr-ding, immoral, and willful acts of murder. It was
the desire of the st=te to see Rowan County a2nd NMorehead raised
out of the decradation 2nd vileness brought on by the feud,
and the Christian Women's Board of liissions was urced to start
a school at Morehead to help insure better standards of education
and place higher value on morals. It was for the same reasons
that the state passed the law prohibiting liquor.

By 1897 it appears that Morehead had sufficiently regained
its footing and stability to the point that "the whiskey men

"2

won at the local eptions contest at lorehead. FProm a’l indi-

cations, this pieceé of information can be interpreted as meaning

lLaws of Kentucky, Chapter 514, 1887-88, vol. 1I, p., 102.

2vazel @reen, January 14, 1897.
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fact that the navy men were under strict surveillance at
all times, thus there being no need for further enforce-
ment.
"In 1943, the townspeople voted Rowan County dry."® This
could stem from 1938 when there was a possibility that
L additional liruor stores would open in Morehead. From an

article in the June 2, 1938 edition of the

Swan County News
comes the explanation that due to a state law, liquor stores
could no longer be located outside of the city limits and that
these businesses wanted to move inside inside the limits. An
addition of liquor stores was said to be detrimental not only
to the town but to the college, and voters were urged to put

a stop to the situation. This could have been a contributing
factor to the dry-vote of 1943 as from all indication, it
usually takes a few years to get a so0lid movement behind

such a controver31a1 issue as the wet-dry question. Pard am-
Jﬁﬁetwéen 19#3 and today Rowan County has remalned dry deS§1te
vrowing ;nterests of the last few years in f~vor of going wet.
With the change 1n voting reuulrements for’ studen s, the student
vote in tbe next e]ectlon)could very well sw1ng the pendulum

back to the days when Rowan Qountiéns no 1onger will have to

drive to,&§4 Sterling or to the local bootlegaer.
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I11egal Traffic

Bootlerging of home-brew and resale of bottled spirits
has long been in evidence in Rowan County as with all
Appalachian areas. During the 19th century and the first part
of the 20th century, the production of corn liguor wss pri-
marily a family-oriented enterprise and manufacturing was
usually done in small quantities. With the coming of Frohibition
and the Depression stills and moonshine took on the more sinister
atmosphere.

Efforts at stopping this illeg.l traffic have been attempted
since the turn of the century but with varying degrees of con-
centration and thus varying degrees of success. One of the

e=rliest accounts of a r=id in Rowan County was reported in the

September 18, 1903 edition of the Breathitt County lews as
a small item mentions that "U.S. Marshall P, Jackson rzids in

Rowan" on September 14, 1903. From the Carter County liews it

is reported that in 1914 (approximate) “United States Marshall
Eubank of this place, went to Rowan County last week and cap=
tured a still. Four gallons of whiskey and 200 gallons of beer
was destroyed. Eubank, along with J« W, “Yrawford, made arrest."
As previously mentioned, during the 1920's there were numerous
indictments made and local papers carry sporadic account of
raids during the 1930's and 1940's. Heresay has it that there
are still bootlegrers in Rowan County today, although not ih

the abundance of the late 1960's when lorehead tate University



students had a number of chosen spots to choose from and
frequent.

Judge Lee Stewart, bo{g:géé;;>was "one of the most feared"!
officers in eastern Kentucky and Rowan County. He is considered
"almost a lecend in the mountains"5 with his various exploits
during Frohibition and later years; His dedication and effective-
ness went far in putting an ax to many a still. Judge Stewart
later retired in Morehead and wrote articles of local color
for thé newspaper. Accounts of a few of his most memorable
arrests 2re found in an article in the May 10, 1956 edition
of the Row=n County News on pages 73-74 and a picture of a
still he captured in 1924 is found on page 10 of the same edition.

Dorsie heaton, of West Liberty, an ex-Internal Revenue
Agent, was found to be a valuable source of material for the
background material dealing with illegal liquor and its pro-
duction. Mr. Keaton had his post of duty in Morehead from
1939-44, =21though he worked in surrounding areas both before
and after this period. All totaled he has participated in the
capture of over 5000 stills. His account of one outstanding
raid in Rowan County took place at the Hogtown settlement, now
Elliotville. Two wen who both had two prior convictions were
operating a still but only doing the loading of the liquor as
they could not afford to get caught again. These men had six

other men working for them to do the actual producing and selling

“Rowan County News, May 10, 1956, p. 73.

5Ibid,



of the liquor. Six men were caught and pleaded quilty to

the charges. The trials for violators were held in Catletts-
burg, Kentucky, and the sentences were ususlly light for
first offenders but in the cmse of the liogtown settlement,
the sentence was for five years.

Horman Wells, of Morehead, was a local sheriff during the
times of Judge Lee Stewart and Uorsie Keaton and aided both
men in the investigation and capturing of stills. #r, Wells
has been a participater in the cutting of about 35 stills.

Ag local sheriff he tended to get information more directly
from the citizens. ®©ome of his information came from women
whose husbands had gotten dr&kk and led the wives to conclude
that a still must be nearby.

Following is =additional information given by Dorsie Keaton
which further explains the activities of the Intern-1 Revenue
Service during the years from 1918-1959 (his time with the Service).
---=-After repeal of the National Prohibition Act legal distil-
leries went back to operation and whiskey was taxed at $12.50
per gallon.,
~---~The tax on liquors was then and is now the third largest
source of Revenue the government has.

----The primary purpose of the Revenue agents was to protect

the revenue of the government by preventing the illegal man-
ufacture and sale of untaxpaid liguor--commonly called moonshine
whiskey.

~===Touisville, KY, was heddquarters for the 6th district made
up of Kentucky and Tennessee.

----Two types of stills weres the pot type which was always



made of metal, and the steam distillery with which the mash
was cooked with steam and could be made of wood.

----Two or more Revenue officers generally worked together--
always working with the local officers, sheriffs, police and
others where they would and could be trusted. Frequently the
local officers received the information as to the location

of stills and turned it over the the federal agents.

----There were ‘arious ways of getting information: some by
letter, some from good citizens, but the best information came
from a violater who was caught and suspected one of his compe-
titers turned him in.

For Rowan Co'nty, as most parts of eastern Kentucky, the
illegal making or selling licuor has for the most part been
accepted as a cultural trend pervasive throughout the Appalachian
areas. Although this trend is illegal and not a particularly
savory aspect of life in the area, it does not seem to have
created dramatic social repercussions, or at least not to the
extent to get completely rid of,the‘boofleggers. To try and
aprroach the problem of bootlegging in Rowan County in the
came vein as bootlegging in a metroplitan area would be taking
+the situation out of its context and thus giving 2 look on the
problem of illegality of liquor and the priority which they
place upon it. All-in-all, Rowan County remains somewhat ©
backward in its outlook 2nd chooses the times (as does any
politically-oriented area) at which to recognize the given

situation.
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Twe er more Revenue e ficers generally

worked tegather-~ always werking with the

lecal efficers, sheriffs, pelice and ethers
where they weuld and could ke trusted and

nmust say that the great majerity of them

could be trusted. Frequently the lscal efficers
received the infermatien as te lecation of
stills and %urned it aver te us., We had
varieus ways ef getting infermatien, semeby
letter, some frem good citizens but +he best
infermatien came frem & vielater whe was eaught
and suspeetod one of his compstiters turned

him in,

e
The Brewns,

Shirley H
/
.Sterling

T T W TS

5 S

e

i s v

eSO U Sk

g e e e

T

1918~ 1928 U.S.Cemmissiener --- Duties. %Q
1928~ 1934 U,S.Prohibitien Agent--- Duties.

1934~ 1959 U.S.Internal Revenue Service- Inforcement
divis en.

After repsal of the Na*ienal Prehibition Aet

legal distilleries went Back in +o eweratien.

and whiskey was taxed at $12.50 & gallen

The tax en liquers was then and is new *+he +hird large
source of Revenus, the Government has,

Firs+t Largest Seurce of Revenue comes from Perssnal
inceme tax. comes from Ledsgeesd

The secend largest sourae/ofﬁﬁ&léfl&m!mbdmé*ﬁamﬁagﬁﬁau
Corporatien Inceme tax. 5 i :

The primeéry purpose ef the Revenue agents was +e
protact the Revenue of the Geverrment.~- That is

vy preventing the illegal manufacture and sale ef
‘untaxp2id liquer- gemmejily called meoonshine whiskey.

I have with the assistance of ethers seizesd and
destreyed hundreds ef distilleries making 10¢©
gallens or more eaech day whieh meant they were
defrauding *he Gevernment 1250., or mere each day.
The tax en legalmanufactured whisksy is £12.5¢

ver gallen. The moonshiner evaded the tax,

Louisville, Ky , was Headquarters for +he €éth.
Pistrict made up of Kentueky and Tennessee.

I have had Pest ef duty in Leuisville, Lexingten,
Hazard, Catlettsburg and Merehead, Ky. My post
ef duty was Merehead frem about 1839 +te 1944~
Although I werked Merehead territery after weing
transferred te CatlettsbBurgfe I have also dene
considerasle work in the state ef Temnessee,
where several of the larger distilleries were
located By AIR PLANE.

Two types of stills in this sectien as fellews:
The pot type still wiieh must ®e metal.
The steam distillery-°oek With steam osn we wood/
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lorehead, Kentucky.

August 9th, 1950,

Dear (Curt

O receip"i; of your letter with enclasures, I immediatelfrx wrote
re. liortha Siith Sewedl, %Depertment of Conservation, Division of Pamks,
frev'zert, o has the dat« and belongs to the DAR, so I have wdorstood,
but. have never heard fron her, She is ~a daughter of Nat B, Smith, your
Pather and nother's conusine. His father was Andrew B, Smith and his mother
rag & eister to our grend fathers, I do not know how many sisters our grand-
Pathiere had, and Aunt 8allie Slone, whose hushand was Reuben, father of your
e le John P,, Borrel Head Ison, 3reen and others, I do not know what yartha's
srendnckher's naws,I could found out when I was a boy from grandmother, but
I didn't. Ask Elhanian, Hut he didn't know. It seems to me that one merried
Lige. Music.and. anct ey !._‘._m.}'r‘i_,e‘d(a Calhouns ., . Sy '

e A s T e 1
1 . \
ol & i v

I have wr L:t’;e|n to Martha again to day, and wrote .ye:sterchy, giving
e, Betos all of the inforwation I o uld about the Smiths and Pigmans, a ni
i? ‘lartha doesn't write she has neough informtion to get started.

Uncle Wilburn Picman told me once that his grandfather(L:onard)
nith Serpeant Jasper wers captured by the British, and plac-«d in a school
house end emecnped that night. I have rcad about Sargent Jasper being a sc out
for the \wericans. My brother was named Rochambeau by our gress crond Tather
Tohn 2ignen., 4e gelld that General Washington and (Geners} Rochambeau on their
may o Yorktown, stopored at his father's for dimmer and the Freanch (eneral,
booz him vp and nursed him, I understamd that he was 106 and Leonard was 111,
mas buried aboub the Jpe Bowen place on Cerr,

I wasgled to h3arfrom you, and hope that all are well., I remin

Ve:ﬁf tru,l?.'_ yours,

AF
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{»MSC Choir, Ensemble,

at 5:45 p.m. by Station WMOR.
_ Directed by James Ross
Beane. the Morehead State ‘Col-

EOLI_LC_I'; Rowan

—

)

Set ‘Easter Cantata’

A special program of Easter
music will be broadcast Sunday

lege concert choir and brass en-
semble will present what is be-
lieved to': be the premiere
—performance of Daniel Pink
ham’s ‘‘Easter Cantata.”

A Y
i

Lonnie Ward,

Teacher, Died

A former 1teacher in Rowan
County Schools, Lonnie Ward, died |
last Thursday in Lexington’s -Good
Samaritan Hospjtal. He was 30.

Ward taught ,one year at the
Little Brushy schoql and had a}so

1957.
He was attending the University
of. Kentucky at the time of his |
death, which came after a six-
week illness. b
A _native ‘of Martin County “‘Ward
was born Feb. 14, 1933, He was
a—son—of—bendon—and Mal:sla—Hg;
Ward. .,

- —Ward-was-united-in-marriage-to
Nan Karrick, June 1, 1958. She
survives, along with a son, James’

clude three brothers, Don Ward
and Eddie Ward, both -of More-
Hhead, —and—Dewey—Ward;—Toma-
hawk, Ky.

Ward was a member of the Ma

ust Church.”
Funeral services were held
_jurda; in the Inez H1

Raikes and Rev. James Gray n
officiated.

Burial was in the Ward fanfily
‘cemetery. =

[ The -body was re
Lane . Funeral Home to an
| funeral home on Friday.

Jaycees__Will
{Elect Officers
Tuesday Evening

—\Iﬁneheeds——.?

Commerce will elect office

their regular meeting

evening~ at ariculture buildi

{Rowan County High School.
The meetmg will begin at._

p.m.

—-Jaycee of{xcla ﬁged all.m
meetmg

warned that only t.hos}: person

ez

—of
at

:30

bers to attend

&~ eligible “to vote. Dues are ¥

n-8 'oa‘.

| known: personah

INKS EAGLE PACT—Wingo's Johnny Waggoner re cently signed a Morehead Stafe College basketball
grant-in-ald. Looking on, I-r, are Waggoner’s: mother,. MSC assistant basketball coach Rex Chaney,
Dr. Adron Doran, MSC president, and_Waggoner’'s father, John.H..Waggoner. The..youth averaged o b A

‘_“egmn-l-amms junior and senior -years. .

fam

ﬁ l.egend In His Lifefime’

A manmmcamuiegcnd_m
| his® lifetime Is—dead. —

R. Lee Stewart, for years‘ the
scourge of *‘moonshiners’” over a

~[wide section-of Eastern-Kentucky,

passed away Sunday in a Lexing-

He was 90.

- —Widely-] Wn all over Kentucky

ton hospital after a long Lllness |

mvﬁh many of them.
- He was- éxtremﬂy active for his

struck-by ‘a car several years ago
he_was_forcad_ﬁJ:uma- S”
nvmes
“Stewart. was-an avid’ student of
history, with particular emphasis:
on Eastern ‘Kentucky’ and-its-F

for his activities as am agent of
the. Treasury Department tracking
‘down openators’ of illicit distilleries
and their agents Stewart was per-
haps  one.of this sectlons best-

A winountal “-‘Exee’r ﬂié*‘"'cﬂré,"
Stewatt knew every su;ream and
practically. every. trail in-Eastern |
Kentucky.-He frequently reminisc-
ed about ins expeﬂences m run-

settings - and - circumstances of
many of the ‘thousands of raids
in" which he participated. -

Stewart knew, -dnd. was known
by, ‘most of the 'mén_who engaged
-in-the illicit manufacture of whis-
key “in " this section of Kentucky
over a 40-year pemod He could

could recall with vivid detail the |

iltes. He .could talk for hours-om
 the families who populated Knott
Courity: anflmuch of the Big. Sandy-
Valley,” and knew-intimately the
genealogy of many of the people
in thms sectwn. ¢

S

, m“ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁf
(Lee Stewart"
ﬁé&geﬂtﬁ&ai

'age until seriously injured when ;

d 7-7%\
S

F ormer Revenue

re Of 90

‘one of the larrgest private collec-
-tions -in- the-community- -

A -rock-ribbed Republman he
wass twice his party’s ‘nominee for
clerk of -the.. Kentucky Court . of
"Appeals but~ was defeated i the

Ii&

|-general —glection. His —campaigns

were conducted . primarily. by . let-
-ters; w,m_tj:en JgAlomghand to his_

all .over the state:
~The 1e’cteps—were “credited with
_being a major factor -in the strong

‘races which he’ ran

Hongressma

“The  eventful - and -action-filled
life_of R.. Lee. Stewart was
graphically “described by a Pres-
tonsburg. writer several years
—ago. Henry-P. Scalf,-in-an-article]
written for the Floyd, County
Times, said:- ‘““He- is without
doubt the best informed man on
the genesis of Eastern Kentucky
families. His knowledge of feudin’
and fightin’ from Rowan to Wise
is all-encompassing.” The article.
is, reprinted on page 1, section 2
of this |ssue of the Morehead
| News. e

tary :of state.

1e;,y was* enrolling clerk -in’ the
state legislature, -was elected-_to
the legislature from: Knott County;
and served as an ass:stamt secre-

Too, he served for many yea yeg!rs ]
as pnhce judge at Morehead.

Well into -his 80s, he wrote a
weekly column for 'bL and other
newspapers in this section. En-
titled “Reminiscing With Lee Stew-
art,” it contained a mixture of his
fpersonal experiences, history, his
personal philosophy and comment
on current affairs.

Farmily who Had beenm'the‘*‘btm-

yearly, however, they —are:

ness” and was on friendly -terms, |

semi-annualy.

y ’,

‘KEarly--in- Jife- he. had- beed a
¢eacher and had hved -in Okta-

His perébﬂa-l“ library, weighted

is-section

it% House (

Jll'Clllt Judge's Races

_Pﬁmafy~£{ect-reﬂ
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By Fastern Kentucky Moo

o

Yl fwrorehead—“Man—-
Faced Danger ]

-year service as deputy internal
revenue collector. Part of his duties
was the raiding of illicit stills, He

\A.

kel dlllb

i

The- doﬂ‘h cf R Lce Sfcwarf
the |

_this wnk

v
" had seen Eastern Konfucky de-
velop from a virtval wilderness
__fo its present state. Some nine
"years ago, this a

_in the Floyd County -Times,
- Prestonsburg -and fater was re—
printed in-the centennial issue of
The Rowan County News. It is
virtually _the-jife story of one
‘of the mest fascinating men

. _aver fo. live }L this —community.—

down a government claim for
a while but fell ill of appendicitis.
An operaticn in 1906 for appendi-
cms was a-serious affair and it

Fn”d'ages oﬁf—’—
He married Lucinda Everage at

dlstlll_e}sy_lﬂ_lmx}_hahegan _a_five-

went to Oklahoma after that, held |

Hindman in 1901 and kw

-plac«a—exeavated in— theﬂnmmrta:u

side for.-the- still--house -with--on
end of the logs resting on the ‘dou
ble log wall in front and the ‘othe;

above the excavation. The houst
wé&s .covered with tar paper' roof
ing, with leaves and brush throwr
omr_themof, glvmg xfc th&appeau:

ountam side.
“There .was 'a door a little t

| the right-"of " the center of the

%hﬁ—%ﬂ%ﬂwunw seat for-a
“titie. In, ‘1910 he left the field in
mnwm
and served Congressman John W.
Langley as secretary. The full re-
citation of the many and vaned
jobs he held would become weari-

" Years ago when Lee Stewart |
. Was a - resident of - Prestonsburg
- he went into the old Modern Drug

p!ace to sit down }hw:rs*a beau
- tiful fall day, one of those in which
the morning is cool.and youjlet the
fire, kindled-earlier in the Jay, die
. out. He saw an .old flat-topped
- ‘laundry ' stove and immediately
. —parked himself on it. He got off

wo that “hot spot’’ with alacmy y

“In a life of. four-score_years that

: httle incident was a very minor
one but it was' symbolic of many-
‘“hot. spots" Stewart had. been in
and was yet to be incas™a fedenal
-prohibition agent. His career-as a
moonshine still, raider-began in his
mhve “Knott - Coumty . and “lasted
century.

AN olced -

ML

| to-the State Legislature, U.S: Com-
missioner and Assistant ‘Secretary
of State. AH of these Jobs were

| some, and-it-may suffice—to—state-
that he sérved as Representafive

j)lenty oﬁ‘ﬁrﬁtspots

Perhaps one of the hottest spots
he was ever in was on-the head
of ‘Licking River .in late Decem-
ber, 1925. Moonshiners ambushed

double log wall in front with ¢
shutter made of oak lumber one

Wm the leff
door facing to open to the left on
the inside of the still house. This
still house resembléd  a fortifica-
tion as a ball from a high powered

Tlﬁrc?iﬁrdTot penet?ate this still

the door ‘shutters.” .

The three ofﬁcem approached
the entrance of the . still house and
d, Duff put
ﬂown hls rifle, picked up a short
pole and began to beat on—the
oaken shutier. Suddenly the  door
flew open, shots issued from. the
darkened “interior and Duff fell,

the little . party .of possemen —of |
which Stewart was oné.s The hrst
volley ‘went wild. S

. In corroboration of thelr state~
ment that he never knew fear,
oldsters ‘of Right Beaver =always

to seek cover with the rest of the
posse and walked up- and down
the mad, looking for his adver-

recalled that, affer the first shots.
were fired, Lee Stewart declined

sgries in the woodland. Being a.

Tmortally wounded. Carter . and
Treadway jumped aside to take
cover and when the other posse-
men arrived” some of them tried
to crawl near enough to retrieve
the . wounded Duff. ‘Each time an
effort was made to get near more
"shots met them. They. reluctantly
retired to- Mt...Sterling and an
undertaker went to get_the body
of (Duff. /

. The. next _day;.Sa &_Q)Ll%,m

we Today, Jee Stewart hves in' re-
tirement in. :Morehead and writes

l. cchlmn"nt local” mmmeal lore

e jm!&:ﬂne*he&tmﬁerm&d Tnan-on
the omsas ‘of Eastern Kentucky
amilies -:r' Tmm?"‘ 6

; ,feu&zﬁ’ and ﬁgétm from - Rowan
. %0 W :
__“studenit of: hlstory and a moonshine |
raider! The two seem incompatible

until -# is Jearned that some.- of

that astory is vivid in-his- mind
———because—he ~was—a*p'art1m’pam*
-~ Then, too, xi‘dlzd etrly life u;[ Ifnogt
‘Was Surrou y. .events eud-
i’ and fightin® that T‘t‘eh‘éifiéﬁ Ius
intereatmﬂix‘r

Ca'rr_gg.e_J neg;;ﬁ& T

good _target,, the ’“shiners blasted
a. second- time and a. shot caught
-him in ﬂxé‘*?eg" Although ‘the bane.
Was _no

Lee Stewarnt_and eight ‘Gther prohi-
bition Afﬁcers, left-Lexington. - Ar-
riving at Mt. Sterling, they:were

journey-

dd to thé«BaHam-fArm on the : East

Thls occaswn was one of the few

lacermuun by the barbs was nar--
rower than the  escape from a
moonshiner’s bullet. ataty

wch;bee&ewmﬂmew-fezr
| The mule had never seen a-train |-

threw him into terror. He ran with
the wounded: offncer uxto a barb-c

Duff hdd been removed by the Mt

Sberhng undeftaker and' the still
housv—wa*s f

em The

ions of“"beer” Wgallons orfmoon-
shine and a larLassommem -of

“Fmoonstine- making accessories. One

still “and _a~werm -had " been, re-
moved—and Stewarnt. nosed out on

- the ‘trail of ‘the maxrmm car-

~In his long career as a ralder

rthere -were &inm_;i_gmat

ried them away. He fouhd them
up_near the mp' of ﬂre mountam,

AL_KM mmﬁmﬂmmm%nts—mm—e&nbm
‘Stewart's aid fo-cut-up a still on ‘thl;?w Ia—rlea across the field for :

ksand|P ost by one of the previous
S ton | Tok o Quel _daaLs_posse.-Suddemya shot came
from ‘near- the top of the mounban

ARd R B . TTaihanlr and T

ander H and Margnret Pigman
B Stewart. H: when he ]
WAas . ﬂu'ee md_he was reared by
 her pa “He went o the local
a@bmis—sueh as_they were. When
hemlzhemmdedtdmdfor

. _ v
the season dry and the danger



kv Moonsj liners’|

ace excav-ated in &:he mounrt-am
de for the still house with- one
id of the lo’gs resting on the dou-
e log wall in front and the other

mud wnth gmlm lips. )
They arrived at Cedar Grove,

about a mile and a half from the

Ballard farm. They arrested every

< R Leeﬂ Stewart
. an evenﬂ‘ul life -

sting- n~:ﬁhe—steep—m0untam—sade
»ove the vexcavation. The house
4s .covered with tar paper roof-
g, with leaves and brush thrown

rer the roof, giving it the appear—

ountain side. ,
“There was a door a little to
e right 'of the center of the
able log wall "in" front with a
utter made of oak lumber one
ch thick and hinged to.the left
or facing to open to the:left-on|
e inside of the still house. This
i1 house resembled a fortifica-
»n as a ball from a high powered
e could not penetrate .this still
wuse-at— any4>om\Le;«;eptt;_d:hm-ug!'_\~
e _door shutters.” =

The three ofﬁcens approached
e entrance of the still house and

‘man.. they found- and took them |
along. ‘They .were not giving- any
informers an opportunity to pass
the word of approaching officers

both times.
Stewart, 81 now, dotes on his

[to—tire Ballards. They reached the.
of Charlie and Bob. It was now
a little after daylughft There Albert
Ballard and his cousin,. Willie
‘Ferguson,%were arrested. They
went on to the house of Jeff Bal-

lard ‘but found no one at home.

~Pown in the hollow, about half
a_mile from the 'home of Albert
Ballard . stood the cabin :of Willie-
Ferguson. Some of the officers ap-
proached it, leaving the prisoners
-in-company-of-others-—Nothing—was-
foutid there, but an old log house

low. The agents approached cau-}g

home of Albert Ballard, brother

—tfollowed-moonshiners and-m uzrder

stood abouft 175 _yards up the hol- |

‘an_education :
armed services. He averred on hns
birthday to his assembled. friends
rthatu he- had “not ‘a lick of sense

'agree A 1man who hars desrbroyed
hundreds and hundreds of stills,
ets {hrough the mountain fastness,
engaged 'in .pitched battles and

without ‘mortal nmishap tust have
-been—shrewd—and—wary, cunning|
like a fox and ‘“smart _as. a whip.”

Qi

other sundry  and wild aventures].
and survived to a ripe old age|l

His favorLte poem is “What Hay-

and again in 1939 but was defea:ted :

Erandsom mho_m:e_emher gemngA et

iding_the door closed, Duff put |
wn his rifle, picked up a short
le- and began 1o beat .on—the]
ken shutter. Suddenly the  door
'ww open, shots issued from the
rkened. interior and Duff fell,
ortally  wounded. Carter— and
eadway jumped aside to take
ver and when the other posse-
en_arrived- some of them tried
crawl near enough o retrieve
e wounded Duff. Each time an
fort was made to get near -more-
ots met them. They reluctantly

tired to Mt.  Sterling and an|

idertaker went to get the body
Duff.

The next day, Sam Collins, with |
*e Stewart and eight other pI‘Ohl

tion officers, left Lexington. Ar-

ving at Mt. Sterling, t.hey were
ined by five more. All journey-
| to tire Ballard farm on thé East
yrk of Slate Creek.-The-body-of-
uff frad been removed by the Mt.

erling underiaker .and t;he still
nise was empty of men. The
jents ‘destroyed a huge still, 17

irrels and . Lecmemeps—fk&w«—gair
ne o TThaar'! AN cdallane nf yAaoann.

| tiously, some going around to the |
rear,” others walking up. to the
front. Mat Sanders tried the front
door -but” found it fastened. Beat-
ing it open with his rifle butt, he
entered the open door. Shots -met
him.- He fell bgckwards from the| —
While Sanders had been trying to
enter the front door, agent F. G..
Cole was entermg"iahe back. He,.
too, was met w1ﬁh shots. and fell

through the bodymHe fell inside.

The -agents now formed lmes
on either side of the log house and
began to fire at the cabin door,

Lee Stewart r remembers now with’
a vividness undimmed by the years |
the flash of the crackling guns, the
returning fire of Bob and Charley

-bers—how—J- M. Biliter, of Pike
County, grabbed . his hat, ‘when .a
bullet passed through it. He recalls
the posture of agent W- C. Kim-
mel, stretched behind a log, while
-bullets —whistled-—nearby. —Stewant |

Ballard from inside. He remem- |

“com pany plans

ad
Seed oaxu 1U [>2 S

Say, Si,-

at life, ‘a‘nd‘fulrrow up your brow,

l-mYomdan’t ]mow what life is—my
y , :

Lee Stewavt knows B s

Manufacturer To

Milton- Cahn, —vice- presmdenrt of
production for Jonathan Logmx
Ine., manufa women'’s

~don’t fuss and growl

Open Dress Facﬂltyf AL
|At Mayfield Soon -| -~ -

clothing; has announced his firm
will start production in May in a
10,000°sq. ft. leased facility in May-
held

-employed miaking women's dresses
and suits. Within- two: years the
to : construct a
30,000-sq. ft. building in Mayfield
and mwease ‘employment to 300,
he—said; -——————-

2]

admite” to na hornine  admite anle

“Cahn - said 135 pemons will be',

Thic un" ha Tnnmﬂrnm anrmn’cﬂ"



Jucky. HiS teaciung Career. lengm
ened .a fe_w yoms Aafter ttwt

- clerk of ﬁte State : Ilemlature iIn--
— 1869 he was graduated from a law

L m-—ochodvin«l)anvﬂew-hé-*}!emﬂy

began to ﬁis
- when- he was amo:nt

's work,
sﬁorehwse

keepemnd—gauger m‘axgovenunenxt

" TROUBLE-FREE
_WATER SYSTEM

piadha®

approacnea Win a Iew Ieet Or
but | two * moonshirters.—When—the re= |
builder of the barrel had .com-
pleted “his job. he sat down and.
surveyed - his work &hd -with

"at 'dhe agents in the valley below
~another-shot from a rifle. fureg wg -
parently—close to U8 We _

~venoniin - his every tone, blurted
out: ‘‘Now, you, DaLHays, cu:t
‘this’n up agin.” Tl

In 1922 occurred.a raid in Mem
fee County—th'axt brought death _
¥ —a moonshiner.

| U. G McFarland federal agent

attached to the ofﬁce of Sam.Col-
lins, ~prohibition: -director "for Ken-
rt;ucky, led-raids against the moon::

" | shiners . on “EastFork of - Slate-[3;
Creek. Informers: said some . of’

the Ballard family, chiefly Char-
ley Ballard, were operating a dxs-
tillery on a large -scale. e

. It was Dec. 9 when Agents R. E
| Duff -and=D. R. Garter left Mf.

= W Steq‘hngﬂ—m— -an—autemobile—with—a

posse for “the first naid -on the

e
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E direotor,
1 “'I‘hey foumd a moonshinte dustnllery

Ballards—Agent—Stewart—was-not
along on the first raid. Duff car-
‘ried a search. warrant . for the

premises of Jeff Ballard.

At the Jeff B«al]Ja'rd home ‘the
warrant—Was Tead to him |
but the old -moonshiner venred
fervently there were no stills on

@hlS place. Duff placed Jeff and
Albert Ballard. in the custody of |

two other officers and began a

| systematic search of the premises.
| Agents  Duff, D. M. Carter and]
1W. P. "Tréadway, Jr.,
path—in the Tear of the Ballard

found a

home .that led across a creek bot-

" | tom. Following it, they came to the
. |foot of the mountains and. saw

what at first appearance was a
‘huge bmsh—pﬂe—butumrclme
1 observation they d1s'cerned an aper-

'=1ture through the brush to.a door.+}

| report to Sam-—Cellins; prohibition

by ., U. G. McFarland:

|in a -housé .dug out of ithe moun- |

lin order to shield ourselves until.
.mwdddeteamwhem%ﬂmr

uff, |

An—adequate u{;ﬁ?cnpmon of what
the officers fo is -given in the

ROWAN HEATING & PLUMBING

By Flemlngsburg Road
: Morehead Ky

“—tain-side with double fog walls in

front with a space -of about two
feet between-thelog—walls, which
was filled “with-dirt and. rock dug

‘|from the mountain side in” making
{ the' excavation for the still house.

Small logs or poles were {aid from"

this double log wall across the

not tell whether it was:in front or
on either side of us.. We instantly
dnopped down _flat on the ground

fhotn,~ ARCTWIICIe |
"‘After lymg hhere ‘a’ mmwte or
two and hearing nmbther sound
mdlcatmg-—ﬁhalf_imbushers were-
 near,- we - continied to “w@lk cau-’
(movusly ~on" the  narrow ridge-like !
top. of the  mountain Yand —when
about 40 or 50 yards from where.
we were ‘whien we heédrd the last
shot; -we found the—body of Dave
Treadway, one—of . our - possemen
 whe had  gone digectly. up :the
mountEin to” the 1op from where
the shots ‘were fired instead of!
%WMNWWBY aﬁuﬁ
45 degrees.” =]

“Treadway’s mcautxoﬂad “cost
‘him his life. He had eimerged from
the cover of the protecting timber.
to- the-top-of-the-Tidge and “a-moori-
shiner had fired a rifle ball: into’

-squarely’ through the.-head.
It was getting late in thé after-
noon and as there was no prospect
of taking the murderers this day,
the body of Treadway 'was carried.

| to Lexmgton That ‘night @ confer-
ence was held. The agents were
in an angry mood and-
heads advised—a wait of a few

him at cl@se range. He ‘was shot|

off the mountainside: wmd Stewart |
and his—fellow possemern -returned {:

‘the cooler |.

Menifee Cmmt—yTv-—
— On. ‘Dec. 15, . Zﬁ'ﬁwk in “the
mommg, ﬂha _offie: icers—agairr

men ‘were, in the” pos'se mc];udmg
Lee Stewart. J. M. Biliter and
Mat Sanders, of Pike County, were

termined to arrest the murderers:

wialk.... The - éarly

the agents slogged txhrough the

days before they went back fo "

a&gmg,,,mm.sg time.. they. were--de-+-

-and bring them out. They traveled |
by car to featr the post office bft
‘Means. -There they sent the cars |
back to Lexington ‘and started to|
morning Yours |
were-cold, a slow drizzle fell and |

-— = - .



“'He was born Feb. 4, 18713, on

. Carr Creek, near the gtmentpost_
= office of May, the- Dr-Aléx-T1
ander H. and Margnmt Pigman
_Stewart. His mother. died when he-
was three and “he was: reared by
 her parents;. He went fo the local
_ schools,—such as_ﬂ\ey—wm,—When
he was 12 he. -school for
four or, five yeirs on'Beaver Creek.
In 1887 his father was elected to

- the. State Senate-and they moved
.to Prestonsburg when;;m/opened

= Afer wu m'teacmng i his
i nd . the . saving “of

: oned ‘a few ywxs éfter m&f
e mﬂwmw "“"Emg
. elerk of. the State:Legislati n
B 1899 he was mmduatedﬁmm a law

‘there were "Incademswnt great

of. Knott County— and-—enlisted-
the Daurel .Fork of Quicksand-
the season dry and the dangaZr—
the still, knocked the mash barrels

{the - amateur. - coopers
, he|barrels’ back together.

| two ° moonshiners.—When—the —re

surveyed - lus
VEnoTT S

G 'Dui"f_‘and -D. R. Garter left MT.
--~1m~aﬁ~au%mnebﬁmm"f

mountams Dan Hays ‘was sheriff
Stewart’s aid to cut-up a still on

of a forest fire great. They found
apart, and considered- burning
“forest fire left them, hoops and

ttened—dasopdep—

‘ ers mlght have ‘started operattaon :

{sand.> “‘Neaning “the™ locatlon t:hey
heard the bangmg of hammers as

Brawiing.

under- the brush, the two ofﬁcers
- | approached within a. few feet of

builder of the barrel had com-|
pleted “his job he sat down and.
‘Work ahd _with

out: “Now, you DaLHays;v cut
Ihms nupagin” o
— In 1922 occurred.a raid in Mem

|

lins, “prohibition -director “for Ken-
rtucky, led ‘raids against the moon-

b | shiners on ~East - Fork of - Slate

Creek. Informers: said some of:
the -Ballard family, 'chiefly  Char-
ley Ballard, were operating a dxs-
tillery on a large .scale.

It was Dec. 9 When Agen!tsB E

St nrh Hn

’posse for “the first raid -on the

bewart—was—not 1"
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-Ballards--Agent==5t
|along on the first raid. Duff car-

‘| fervently there were no stills on
{ his place. Duff placed Jeff and
| Albert Ballard. in the custody of |
| systematic search of the premises. |
| Agents Duff,, D. M. Carter and’
| home ‘that led across a creek bot-

Irfoot

ried @ search. warrant - for the
premises of Jeff Ballard. -

At the Jeff Balhard home the
warrant was Tead to him by Duff,
but the old ~moonshiner vem'ed

two "other - officers. and began a

Ww. P. Treadway, Jra, found a

up Mear tUle Wp UL ure myuma,

e Meanwhne w1th Stew:amt search~
ing the mountainsidé for the still,
two_-other . agent&%reremfombmg
the area across the field for .a.
_pwtoHost‘ty one of the -previous
| day’s posse.-Suddenty-a shot came |

‘them but due to the ‘great danger |-

mountama

fee County ‘thalt brought

U. G. McFarland federal agem.: from

- | attached to the- ofﬁce of Sam- Col-

)
—

from ‘neatr- the top of the mountain
and B. F. Unthank and J. W.
Phillips, the. two pos:semen, took
cover:
McFartand contmzues hls report:
“I tihen proceeded o lt:Hé"iop of

éiEh¢ or ten fedeml agend:s amd
‘possemen, m'tendmg tzo g0 around

parties *-who- fired the shot from
top of the mountain -at._agents in
the valley a few minufes before.

I 5
P

——

-b.p\ A

“a

€ | When we reac edth*ecrestofthe
were. walking slowly
and. cautiously on the mountain
. top-tawards- Whelie ‘we thought the’
shots ‘came front* that were fired
-at ‘the -agents in the valley below,
a»not}ier shot from a mﬂe fured ap—

nm tell whether it was ;in fmnt or
on eitlier side of us.. We instantly

m onder to shxeld ourse}ves unt:ll

§ >§iﬁﬂm oA H-RHA Py i-o-'sl-—-.

dnopped down _flat o the “ground: |-
vfr-

“After lymg ’dhere -a - mmwte or
two and  hearing m”bther sound
indicating —that ambushers - were.
| near,- we contind wal

‘tiously “on the narrow ridge-like
top. of the mountain iand —when
about 40 or 50 yards from where
we were ‘when we hedrd the last

Treadway, one—of our -possemen.
| who had - gone directly up .the

k" cau- .

shot, we found the-body of Davel

Iei

Tmountain to thé top ffom where

the shobs were fired instead of |

45 degrees i

“Treadway’s meautxo‘n h~aa cosrt
+him his life. He had e_merged from.
the cover of the prot g tslmberc
to-the-top of the-ridge-and-a-moon-

-squarely through the -head.
It was getting late in- the after-
noon and as there was fio prospect
of taking the murderers’this-day,
the body ofTre'adw‘ay WS carried

path—ir the mear of the Ballard

tom. Following it, they dame to the
of the mountains and. -saw
what at first appearance was a

_to Lexington. That night a confer-
ence was held. The agents were
in an angry mood and ‘the cooler

thuge brush—pile, —but —upow—close
| observation they discerned an aper-

"ﬂture through fbhe brush to.a door.

An—adequate - cmpmon of what |
the officers f | is given in the
report_ tojm’GomnS’mmon
fdirector,” by U. G. McFarland:
1 “They foun:d a moonshime distillery
in a ‘house dug out ofthe- moun- |

days before they went back to
Mehifee County.
— On Dec. 15, at 2 o'dlock in ‘the
morning, - the officers -again~Teft|
Lexingtorrfor State Creek, Twenty
men were. in the posse ‘including
Lee Stewart. J. M. Biliter and
Mat Sanders, of Pike County, were
along. This time. they. were. de-

shingr had fired a rifle ball into{:
him at cldse range. He 'was shot|’

off the mountainside’ agd Stewart | .
and his—fellow possemen returned |

heads advised—a wait. of a few|

L
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lmenpmceededwmewpof
tb e

of Bob Ballard .was taken to Mt.

eight or ten federal ageuts and
possemen, intending to go around
and. i possible—get—in--behind--the-
parties' who fired the . shot from
top of the mountain at agents in
the valley a few minutes before.
When we reached the crest of the
mountain and were. walking slowly
and. cautiously on the mountain
top-tawards- whe!‘e we thought the"
shots came front that were fired
at the agents in the ‘valley below,
another-shot from a nﬂe fired ap- |
parentty —closetous.” We ¢ could |
not tell whether it was:in front or
on eithier side of us, We instantly |
dropped down flat on the ground
in order to shield ourselves. until

ame T The next—day  the posse again |

from.” - AR T

““After lying' there a - mmute or
two - and hearing mMer sound
indicating - thaf Jambushers -Wweére-
oear,” 'we o 'fwalk ‘cau-
Emusly ~onthe na
top. of the mountain ‘and —when

about 40 or, 50 yards from where.
we were wiien we hedrd the last]
shot,—we found the—body of Dave'
I‘readway, one—of . our - possemen.

who had gone directly. up the}

Sterling:

up Charley Baltard’s tradl, follow-

Creek in  Bath County: Inmates
of the Reffett house said Charley
Ballard- was wounded in the right
foot ‘and in the side. The agents
continued the pursuit but darkness

The remaining agents now took |

-ing-it-to—the home of Henry Ref- |
fett;- where they found the fleeing |
‘man had had his wounds dressed |}
and mdden a_horse towards Mill (]} -

came on and they returned to the:{}

And Seek Yo

scene:of the battle. There-they- et}

s

agent Ray W. Easley who had
found and’ arrested Jeff Ballard.
All walked back to Cedar Groye,
met the cars that had- returned
-from Lexington and started back.

After four years servn
I returned tO Mit. Ster

left Lexington for the East ‘Fork

| message and _a proposition . from

| Wells. The officers agreed if Bal-
lard- would be delivered—to the
jailer - ‘of Fayette ~County. . Wells

of Slate Creek. Arriving at Cedar |
Grove they ‘met-Ben Wells; shexiff |§
of Menifee County. We'ﬂs' had a'l

Charley Ballard. He was wounded | :
and would submit to- arrest byfj

went to Mul Oreek broug\h't the.,

Soon thereafter, in Oc
Judge to flll the vacan

At three successwe el
the Bemocratlc and R

moantEin 10 the top from where | T

the shots wr flredinsmead”of TO

b aB |

wﬂh out nppnal huu.

45 degrees et d
“Treadway’s - moautxo iﬁd eost
him his life. He had emerged from

the cover of the protecting timber-

to the top of the ridge and a moon-
shiner had fired a rifle ball into’

him at clése range. He 'was shot

squarely through the head. —
It was getting late in the after-

noon and as there was fio prospect

of taking the murderers this day,

the body ofTreadway was carried:

off the mountainside: m Stewart
and m&feﬂew _possemen returned

to Lexington. That night a confer-
ence was held. The agents were
in an angry mood and- the cooler

heads advised-a wait of a few

days before they went back to
Mehnifee County. — -
- On Dec. 15, at Zv’flockmthe
mormng, thp officers —-a

ate Creek, Twentty
men were. m ﬁhe posse “including
Lee Stewart. J. M. Biliter and
Mat Sanders, of Pike County, were
along. This time .they. were de-

termined to arrest the murderers:

and bring them out. They ‘traveled

by car to Tiear the post office of |

Means. -There they sent the cars
back to Lexington and started to
walk.. The €arly morning hours
were-cold, a slow drizzle fell and
the agents slogged through the

destroyed on the Ballard farm.
He_ concluded his-letter: “I am
going on a raid with John Collins

xhoonshmmg eqmptnenrt selzed andf i

m—comunctmen with - the Virginia-

Proper and fan' admml.
belng and self-respect ¢

kins today. After ‘the holidays, if

“you need.
and Il certainly be glad to go at

eager to take the trail again.
— Charley—Ballard was fried for

though, in U.S. district

authorities in the vicinity of. Jen-{4
me, make the request|}

anytime, anywhere.”” He had taken |
the Ballard trouble in stride, was.|]

murder at Frenchburg but was |[}}
acquitted. He~fared much worse;7]

court in{
Lemngbon where he received six |

w1th0ut an unblased al

On thls hasm, I respectf
my r@e@rd and qualific
- as to how you should vo

years in_prison.. .
i Lee Stewart received only one

| days-and that wasn’t from a meon-
shiner's gun. It was from an auto-
mobile. He was in Elliétt County
waiting for—a bus one snowy day,
but the inaction .palled -and- he

road saw him and drove his car
at him. His right arm was broken.
In later years of Lee’s life, when

agent, - his interest switched to
pelitlcs He was the Repubhcan
nominee for Clerk of the Ken-
tucky- Court of Appeals in. 1936

serious injury in all of his raiding |

began to walk down. the hmghwey “f
A _moonshiner - drivihg along” the

he became less active as a revenue -

-

~Your vote and suppor!
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THE SCORE IS EVEN

I long to go back to my childhood days
And the hills that were loved by me
Before Uncle Sam dammed ‘up the river

And the streams ran crooked and free.

To ride once more on an old jolt wagon,
4straddle the long coupling pole;

Riding along with bare feet draggin'

In the dust, to the old swimmin' hole.
To follow the path to the o0ld log house
And visit with Oscear and Tee,

And listen to those old timers once more
Debate their philosophy.

They gurgled their brew from a gallon Jjug,
From a fruit jar nipped the shine,

ind Uncle Os spake of the good old days
Drinking elderberry wine.

In fancy 1 hear the old story,

Lbout a revenuer named Bill;

How he sneaked in while they worked in the corn
ind slashed up their good copper still.

As the days passed by men plotted and planned.
This deed they could not ignore;

For good whiskey sold for four bucks a jug

ind the Jjudge and lawyers pald more.

Down where Remey's Creek flooded the road,
In the brush lay a huge sycamore;

Wnere ten men could hide and never be seen
Just the place to even the score.

It was on a warm Sunday afternoon

With the sun sinking low in the west;

Men lay in wait and Billy rode by

And they sprinkled old Rilly's ... yes!

The sheriff came with his long eared hounds
And turned them loose a2t the site;

They trailed and:howled till the moon was high
ind on through the starry night.

ind all the people on Warid Run

“eard the bloodhounds scratch at their door;
The 1little ones cried and the men - all lied!
ind the score was even once more.

Bl Havdin
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