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SELLING DELCOS—Before electric lights came many of the
more pregressive citizens of Morehead and Rowan County used
delcos for light. Enterprising E. E. Maggard is shown in this
picture with his Model T delivering one of these delco plants.
The other man is unidentified, Mr. Maggard’s name will be
found threughout this CTentennial Edition because he headed
many enterprises at and after the turn of the century.




irs. L
Jepar
ife In

From News
Mrs. Le
ras born

une 2, 19
ras the
Irs. Jake
yife of Ha
he was m
It is wi
re write

ne, who
1 her hor
entle spi1
11 who ki
er. She ¢
uming, ai
nany swe
haracter

W Duppsn. <P MACE# 2p
w T 6 Be OF 7 FrsSr

WLFTO)NOBMFS 7 M
M o ke 1482l D

cii ol

for life

hristian
r com-

noblé
er, but
nd God
for her

i three
sisters,
a host\

N

56 will
35,000,-
re thar
ng to ¢
irtmen'
curitie:







Glisha €dunrd Mogoard
/;79 19 ¥
’

rew
Lar’yl ,%-fk;e/wnfv r /A

M\p PPEReKD
- “80

Suecessin/ bosrnessnnn
aw i Respeted /nventsy

From The Collection Of:
Dr. Jack D. Ellis
552W.SunSt.

Morehead, KY 40351
- 606-784-7478



ONE OF THE THRIVING businesses in Morehead some 30 years ago was the Cosmograph Company which made motion picture
projectors sold throughout the world. The process was patented by E. E. Maggard who founded the company. In collecting ma-
terial for this edition Photographer Norman Tant located one of the old Cosmograph’s, cleaned it up and it worked better than
you might expect. One of the largest orders the company received was from Russia. This is a picture of the employees shortly
before Cosmograph lost its market and closed down because of improvements made by eastern manufacturers. Most of these
people are still living. Seated, from left: Bill Curtis, Russell Clayton, George Johnson, Howard Davis, unidentified, Leslie Cooper,
Bill Thurber, Lonnie Porter, Charlie Caudill, Reb Bradley, Charlie Jones, Sam Caudill, Sam Bradley, Wm. Gretta. Standing:
Carrie Townsend, Ed Goodan, August Rahm, next three unidentified, Wayne Vinton, unidentified, Mr. Robinson, unidentified,
George Clayton, Bob Adams, unidentified, Prentiss Boyd, Freddie DeBord, unidentified, Augustine DeBorde, Oscar Hall, Fred
Wheeler, unidentified, Jesse Stewart, unidentified. Sam Bradley was a partner with Mr. Maggard in the business. ;
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PIONEER IN BUSINESS

Ed Maggard Was The First To
S tart Many Local Enterprises

. Perhaps no one man has had
more to do with pioneering in a
‘business: 'way in Morehead than
the subject of this sketch, E. E.
Maggard, who passed away_____.
- Mr, Maggard was born in El-
liott County in the year 1879 and
located in Morehead in 1903. His
first activity in a business way
after arriving here was the in-
stallation of the first electric
lights in the city and county.

"Working on the construction of
the lines and plant of the orig-
mal Morehead Light company,

Maggard, transformed the
old coal oil lighted streets into a
“bright. way” and made possible
better illumination for the homes

-and business places of Morehead.
The original company was form-
-ed by the-late J. M. Carey, C.-A.
“Proctor; F. E. Webster, W. F.
Davidson and Mr. Maggard and

-was operated until 1906 when the
plant was destroyed by fire. In
the following year the plant was
rébuilt by the city and operated
under lease by Mr. E. E. Maggard
until 1925 when it was sold to
Barrett - Waters and associates
‘from Augusta, who later sold it
to  the Kentucky Power Com-
pany and it became affiliated
with  its present owners, which
are a subsidary of the Kentucky
Utilities who operate similar
plants throughout many Ken-
tueky cities. The present power
~plant was built in 1925; but later
when the Dix’s Dam power pro-
jéct “was developed the power
came from that source. The local
power station is now used only
as a stand-by plant for the local
terrltory

2Ever alert to the progress and
~development of his town and

‘eommunity - Mr. Maggard estab-
lished ‘the first ice making plant
“in the city, 'when the Morehead
Ice Company was organized and
began - operation in 1921, This s
now what is known as the More-
head B ARRE

m 1909 ‘Mr.
dtarted the first plcture show in

“the city of Morehead and because
‘of: difficulty in the projecting of

Maggard

pictures,  to his entire satisfac-
tion, in 1910 he perfected and in-
wented the Cosmograph: movm

picture “mac “an ed
the " Maggard-] npany | it
“np the manufactur g and mar- |

1%f the machi#e. This firm
~lant here for the manu-

E. E. Maggard

number of people this business
grew from its inception and sold
Cosmographs all over the world,
notable, one large order for ma-
chines sold to the Russian gov-
ernment to- be used for educa-
tional purposes throughout Rus-
sia. In 1919 this business was
sold to the World’s Eye company
of Cleveland, O., and the plant
dismantled and moved to the

‘ Ohm city.

17, Mr. Maggard became
sted dware ‘and
yearsvof 19
her Af the buﬂdmgs and res1-

e 'Eicaf""ifa nuirn-..

and effected a consolidation of
the companies into the Morehead

Telephone Company. Developing |

this business into a public serv-
ice institution that rendered a
better means of communication
between various sections of this
part of the state, Mr. Maggard
in 1925 sold the plant and busi-
ness to a Mr. Brown, who in
turn sold it to a Mr. White and
this gentleman sold to Mr.
Sparks, who later sold to the
Kentucky Telephone Company.

e business,

od for’so ne two years was re-

P oTA A
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Funeral Services For

ELISHA EDWARD MAGGARD

Will Be Conducted

Wednesday, October 27, 1948

2:00 P. M.
at the

CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN MOREHEAD

Services Will Be Conducted by Rev. Elmore Ryle
The Body Will Lie in State from 1:00 P. M.
Burial in Brown Cemetery

Services at the Grave by the Masonic Lodge

ACTIVE BEARERS

Alpha Hutchinson Robert S. Bishop
George 1. Cline Clyde Bruce
George Hunt Roy Caudill
Ernest Jayne Earl Young
Eldon Evans Thomas R. Burns

HONORARY BEARERS
Members of Lodge 654 F. & A. M.

1948



ieart Aitack
s Fatal To
L. E. Maggard

Deceased Citizen Was
Pioneer In Many
Morehead Enterprises

¥. E. Maggard ¢
Elisha Edward Maggard, who |

could be truly termed the |
“pioneer” of the present More- |
head yesterday found his last |
resting place oni the outskirts of
the town he loved so well.

This widely known Morehead-
iar who invented and manu-:
factured a moving picture ma-
chine which sold internationally
while the cinema was in its in- |
fancy, died suddenly at 6 o'clock
Sunday evening from a heart at- |
tack. He was 71 years old.

Mr. Maggard suffered
stroke .at the McBrayer

the |
Taxi ||

Company and died within a few |

minutes. He had been in ill
health for the past three years. |
It was typical of him that he |
predicted his end would be the |
result of such an attack al-|
though several physiciang had
advised that his heart-was in ex-
cellent condition and this was
not the cause of his illness which
torced his retirement in 1946.

The first electric light' plant
in Morehead was built and op-
erated by  Mr. Maggard. He
opened the town’s first ice plant
and installed the first telephone
system.

Ed Maggard drove the first
automobile ever in Rowan
County, The car—a Ford-—--be--|
longed to the late S. M. Brad}ey. ‘
Senator  Bradley could not

drive the car but Ed Maggard |

could and did on his first at-
iempt. Maggard then purchased
2 car for himself, the second to
be owned by a Moreheadian. -

The moving picture machine
he made was called the Cosmo-
sraph. He inceorporated a com-
pany which made the machines
'nd  which
number of workers for several
vears. The Cosmograph became
obsolete as *k - moving picture

employed a large'!

industfy « ad, but it re-
A 3 i St wialsal

e

55

“{{and Charles Maggard of Wolfe

i

. &  proclamation setting out his

' Morehead which handled the ar-

‘|Burial was in the Brown Ceme-

bulldI? N ol S

being the Trail Theatre, McBras
er - Furniture Company, and
number of homes and duplex

apartments. When he became too
ill to look after his business in-:
terests he sold everything he
cwned except what ‘I can see
from my back yard.” This latter
was’ Tather extensive  since it
covered. a half block from Main
Street through Second Street.
He formerly held the office: as
Police Judge.and was active

(Continued on Iage 6) t

éHeart Attack--
| |

y (Continued From Page 1)
;throughout his life in civie and
ygoverrmental affairs in More-
head and Rowan County.

When he disposed of his prop-
erty he sold the Consolidated !
Hardware Company, of which he |
{had been president since its
founding, to his partner, Bobf
Young.

He was born on- January &,
1877 in Elliott County, the son
of Slias and Sabra Maggard. At
the age of 15 his parents moved
to Carter Caves in Carter Coun- |
ty. In 1898 he married Delia |
Ray, who passed away short]y{
after the marriage. A son, Earl,
died at the age of 17.

In 1903, Mr. Maggard moved
to Haldeman to assume a position
as electrician for the Kentucky
Firebrick Company. The follow-
ing year he married Elizabeth
Hayes of Hayes Crossing. She, |
and a daughter, Hildreth, sup-
vive. He also leaves two brothers,
Dr. E. H. Maggard of

2]

end a sister, Mrs. Hiram Kiser,
of near Olive Hill, '

The body was removed to the
Anderson Funeral Home in

rangements. |
Funeral services were ,con-
ducted Wednesday at 2 o'clock
at the Christian Church with
Rev. Elmore Ryle officiating.
tery. : e
The services at the grave were |
in charge of the Masonic Lodge
of which Mr. Maggard was an
active member since reaching his
maturity. The Knights Templar
stood guard at the interment
rites, D
Active casket bearers at the
funeral were: Alpha Hutchinson, |
George I. Cline, George Hunt, |
Ernest Jayne,  Eldon Evans,
Robert S. Bishop, Clyde Bruce,
Roy Caudill, Earl Young and
Thomas R. Burns. The members |
of Morehead Lodge 654 F. & A. M. |
were honorary bearers. L0
In memory of Mr. Maggard’s |
service to this community all
‘business places closed during the |:
|funeral, at the request of Mayor |
| William H. Layne, who issued

‘many contributions to the City:

)
r,

Philadelphia, who became infer-
ested in the project after reading
a_letter of Mrs. McMeekin's in
“The Point of View.”

Mrs. McMeekin and her helpers |
can rest now because the 500
schools have all the ornamer~

. they need to frim their trass

|
‘
:
|
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Specmdes Here. E Cﬁmmeé

A man who fitted
pairs of glasses for resi-
County - and |

10.00¢
fente

of - Rowan

geinity - died Friday.

He was Dr.

Very
‘ears.

Dr. Wise
ack in Mt. Sterlin

1 poo

ictea
arzal

Friday far more than

more than |

AL, Wise of Mt.
sterling, who came to Morehead |
20

died of a heart at- |
g, He had been |/
¢ health for over a year, &

Funeral services | were con--

Monday morning  with |

in the Hillerest Cemeter

i Lexington. The Rowan Cou

r Cha
_mtly

pter of the Red Cross re-
issued a_ public com-

1iendation of Dr. Wise for ex- |

mining and fitting glasses

for |

undreds of Rowan County chil-
ren and eitizens at cost price.
C. Haggan, former Red
Chairman; said that Dr.
Jige 'had rendered a most val-
able service in this respect. He
pent many hours, Mr. Haggan |

feriry-
‘ross

aid, in furthering our ‘
nd helping the people of this |
ommunity who could not atford

iroper

glasses.

program

£ On his weekly visits to More- |
iead, Dr. Wise made his head- |

fuarter

eoate the

[ewelry Company store.
EMr. and Mrs. J. A. Bays, Mr.

md - Mrs.

Jpal

Johnson

uneral.

A. Bays |

Kenneth Bays and |
attended = the

Jubilant after th
for the Vice-Pr

- W

Honor Grand Officer

With Breakfast
Mrs. John W. Holb:
tained with a 10:
breakfast at her hom:
Street, Thursday mor
16. The breakfast wa
.of Mrs. Betty McGa
Richmond, Grand Mar
Order of Eastern Stz
tucky. Guests were |
C. O. Leach, Maggie
F. Penix, Arch Williar
Caudill, Roy Cornette
Carter, Ward William:
Blair and W. E. Crut:
- » 7,

=




The “[Perfect” Projector

Uses the Standard Film, Can be Attach‘éd’ to any Ordmary Lamp
Socket,
E HIS machine is the most simple in the world as a single part per-
forms the work of three of the most important ‘parts as employed™ :
by all other makes of projectors, namely, the cam shuttéer and fily wheel. .
This feature alone reduces the number of parts 1o less:.than one half of !
that employed in the make up of any other maehine. - It also reducec ‘the
amount ol wear and cost of repairs and ma.kea"the machine so
and easy to operate or adjust that a child can yperate it. ‘Al paﬂs are "
made of the best materials and are readly “a
wear. The entire frame of the machine is built”of..
with a standard high grade Bausch & Lomb lense. The base oF mdxine
is fited with a large thumb screw whick fastens it on the top of the car-
rying case for operation. The carrying case is made of three ply quar-
tered oak which becomes the film magazine when the machine is being
operated there being two reel hangers when the machine is taken out of
the case is loosed and drop down in a vertical position and made fast by
two small latches placed undernepth the top of the case. One of these
hangers is fitted with an automatic film take-off while the other is for the
pay-out reel. When the machine is not in use these hangers ave folded
up underneath the top and the machine and rheostat placed in the case
and the iarge thumb screw clamps the entire mackine to the hottom.
~The top thea closes down and is securely held by a clasp lock and two
keepers affording a strong beautiful compact carryicg case 8xlIx17
inches snd weizhing aboat 20 pounds.

The picture thrown by this machine is clear, steady and flickerless,
projecting as good a picture as any machine in the world, even those
costing three times as much. In fact, it is not over stating the facts in
the least to state that no machiue is capable of proicciing u better pie.
ture than does this machine.
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The “[Perfect’” Projector
Uses the Standard Film, Can be Attached to any Ordinary i.amp
' Socket.

HIS machine is the most simple v the world as a siogie part pers
forms the work of threee of the most important purts as cmployed
by all other makes of projectors, namelyv, the cam shutter and Ay wheel,
This feature alone reduces the number of pavts 1o loss than one half of
that employed in the make up of any other machine. It aiso reduees the
amount of wear and cost of repairs and niakes the machine so simple
and easy to operate or adjust that a-chiid can operate it. A\l parts are
made of the best nmk‘riils and are readiy abjustable to take up anvy
wear. The entire frame of the machine is built of aluminam and titted
with a standard high grade Bausch & Lomb lense. The base of machine
is fitted with a large thumb serew which fastens it on the top of the ear.
rying case for.operation,  The C;Al;l"\ 1 caseds made of toee ply guare-
tered oak which becomes the film magazine when the machioe 15 being
operated there beinyg two reel hangers wien the machine is tusen ond of
the case is'loosed and drop dows ina virticad posttion and made fust by
two small latches placed undernepth the top of the cuse.  Oue of these
hangers is fitted with an automatic tilm take-o! whide the other is for the
pay-out reel.  When the machine is notin use these hangers ave bonded
up underneath the top and the machine and rheostat placed o the case
and the 1arge thumb screw clamps the entite mackine to i nottom,
The top then closes down and is securely held by a0 elasp lock and o
keepers affording a strong beantifui compact carsyioe case SxUnT

inches and weizhing aboul 20 pounds.

The. picture thrown Ly this wachine is clear, atenes ! feionless,

projecting as good & picture as any mwaciane fa We wor dy o eoen D se
costing three times as wuch.  In et 1 i not over <t v fes oo
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L. D. MAGGARD
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L. D. Maggard
Passes; Rites

On Thursday

Man Long Active In City’s
Business-Civic Life Is
Victim Of Long Illness

Lindsay D. Maggard, 78, long ac-
|tive in Ashland business circles,
idied at 8 a. m. today at his home,
2357 Winchester Avenue. He  had
!been in failing health for several
| years.
Funeral services are to be held

with burial following in the Rose
Hill Cemetery, Rev. C. E. Hawkins
in charge. Friends may call at the
funeral home after 10:30 on Wed-
nesday.

Mr, Maggard was born in El-
| liott County December 29, 1869. He
was the son of James and Abigail
Maggard. .

In ‘his young manhood he en-
gaged in farming and ’tlmbering

Ashland about 1920 and was active
in business and communty work
until his health began to fail.

Mason and an Odd Fellow.

(Continued on Page 2, Column 8)

at 1:30 p. m. Thursday, January 1, |
at the John Steen Funeral Home

and-later in real estate. He eame to |

He was a member of the: First.
Methodist Church and had been a

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.

A e



L.D. Maggnrd

(Continued from Page nH

'N-nme V. Maggard, three dauh ;

ters, Mrs. Bess Arnett, Ashland,

'Mrs. Beulah Horton, Flemingsburg

and Mrs. Wilma Steele, Los Aﬁleles.
‘and two Sons, F. Don Maggard and -

‘James F, Maggard of Ashland.

Three sisters and three. brothers

‘also survive. They are Mrs: Nancy

Rngle, Grean, Ky: MI'E Mima
Johnson, Columbus, O., and Mrs.

AAlicg Burton, Carter City, and

Thomas Maggard, Beaver, O., Elisha, -
Poplar Plains, Ky., and J. M. Mag-
gard, Charleston, W. Va. He leaves
also fourteen grandchildren and
two great grandchildren. ;

Active pallbearers will be ‘Jack
Cornett, Charles Cornett, Earl Cor-
nett, Julian Horton, David Horton,
all grandsons, and. Kenneth Mag-
gard, a nephew.

‘Honorary pallbearers lne!ude- Dr.
E. H. Maggard, John P. Colliver,
'C. C. Price, W. R. Walsh, Judge W.
M. Prichard, B. F. Forgey, J W. Hars

'vey, E. H. Brother, m Sparks, Joe

‘Arnett, T. A. Martin, Harry L. Car-
roll, William Green, Fd Maggard,

Dr H. R. Skaggs, Roscoe Brown,
g}’l!{:i Adams, .Toe Reed and J‘. T

#
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About the Author

Dr. Jack Ellis
is a retired
Morehead
State Univer-
sity Library
director and
a retired
minister.

E.E. Maggard: Pioneer businessman

By JACK ELLIS
Special to The Morehead
News

“The city that is set on a
hill cannot be hid.”
(Matthew 5:14)

It is almost unbelievable
what E.E. Maggard accom-
plished in his lifetime. Per-
haps no one individual has
done more to bring busi-
ness and industry into
Morehead and Rowan
County than E.E. Maggard.
He was Morehead’s pioneer
entrepreneur and could
very well be called Rowan’s
“Citizen of the Century”.
Although Mr. Maggard was
born in Elliott County in
the year 1879, he moved to
Morehead in 1903. His first
activity in a business way
after arriving here was the
installation of the first elec-
tric lights in the c1ty and
county.

Let there be light

By directing the con-
struction of the electric
lines and power plant of
the original Morehead
Light Company, Mr. Mag-
gard transformed the old
coal oil lighted streets into
a “bright way” and made
possible better illumination
for the homes and business
places of the city. The origi-
nal Morehead Light Com-
pany was formed by the

Interior Cosmograph Motion Picture, Morehead, cir-
ca 1918,

late J.M. Carey, C.A. Proc-
tor, F.E. Webster, W.F.
Davidson and Mr. Mag-
gard. It was operated until
1906 when the plant was
destroyed by fire. The fol-
lowing year the plant was
rebuilt by the city and op-
erated under lease by Mr.
E.E. Maggard until 1925
when it was sold to Barrett
Waters and associates from
Augusta, who later sold it
to the Kentucky Utilities
Power Company. The Ken-
tucky Utilities power plant
was built in 1925; however,
when the Dix’s dam power
project was completed,
Morehead’s electricity came
from that source.

Involved in many busi-
nesses and industry
Ever alert to the
progress and development
of his town and community,

Mr. Maggard established
the first ice-making plant
in the city, when the More-
head Ice Company was or-
ganized and began opera-
tion in 1921. In 1926, C.B.
Daugherty purchased the
thriving ice company. At
that time the company had
the capacity to produce 4.5
tons of ice daily, but soon
built a new plant with the
ability to produce 10 tons
per day.

The company had always
maintained high standards
of quality, but with the new
plant they began using only
distilled water, which in-
sured absolute purity. The
water they used in the pro-
duction of ice also flowed
through several miles of sil-
icon sand and gravel before

s
2

See HISTORY on D-2

Morehead Viemories:

People &
Places




Morehead Memories (

Tourists, Tourist Camps
and Tourism

By Jack D. Ellis

Morehead and Rowan County
leaders are making a major
effort to attract tourists to our
community. There is even a
Department of Tourism
designed to entice visitors to our
county.

However, since the Midland
Trail (U.S. 60) came through our
county in 1925, there have been
local leaders in our community
who recognized the economic
value of tourism.

Daniel Boone — first
Kentucky tourist

The word “tourism” is a rela-
tively new word in our language.
It comes from the French word
“tour,” referring to a journey for
“business, pleasure, or educa-
tion, in which you return to your
starting point.”

Americans have always been
an adventurous people, migrat-
ing west looking for new oppor-
tunity. But they could not be
called tourists. However, I sup-
pose Daniel Boone could be
called one of Kentucky’s earliest
tourists. Because on his first
trip into Kentucky, I'm sure he
was “educated,” had fun,
increased his fur trade, and
returned home. That would
qualify him to be called a
“tourist,” even though he later
settled here. ;

Early settlers not tourists

In 1835, Washington Irving
ﬁopularized the word “tour” in

is book called Tour on the
Prairies. It was an autobio-
graphical narrative of his trav-
els on the mid-western frontier.
Although there were many set-
tlers moving into Kentucky for
the remainder of the 19th centu-
ry,
“tourists.” Those traveling into
Kentucky brought their own
food, clothing, and shelter.
Although those earliest travel-
ers would sometimes knock on
the door of a settler’s cabin, and
offer to buy food, or a place to
spend the night, they had no
effect upon the economy.

Tourism began with
cars and roads '

By the 1920s and the inven-
tion and manufacturing of auto-
mobiles, there came a demand
in this country for better cars
and better roads. With the

there were not manyw»

This is an artist’s sketch of the Morehead Tourist Camp
located 1 and 1/2 miles east of Morehead. It specialized in
fried chicken.

“birth” of the touring car, and
the building of concrete roads,
Americans began to travel for
education, fun, or business and
then returned home. The Age of
Tourism was born in America
early in the 20th century, along
.with a new creation called a
“tourist.” Along with the tourist
came the need for food, lodging,
and automobile service. Thus, a
new industry was born called
“tourism.”
Tourist camps come
to Rowan County
In the 1920s as better roads
were built across America, it
brought with it an American
henomena called Tourist
omes and Tourist Camps.
(They were called camps
because prior to that time peo-
ple traveling camped beside the
roa‘dwiq tent lac

ging s ugho

America alongside the niew high-
ways. Therefore, tourism
reached Morehead in 1925, with
the construction of Midland
Trail (U.S. 60). It was a concrete
ribbon that eventually ran from
the Atlantic to the Pacific and
comes through the heart of
Rowan County.

It brought many travelers
through Rowan County and
inspired many local visionaries
to see the value of tourism.
Almost immediately some of
these local visionaries began to
construct tourist homes and
tourist camps beside this ribbon
of concrete called the Midland
Trail. Since there was no zoning
restrictions in those days, any-
one living along a highway could
just put up a sign and they were
in the tourist home business.

The tourist camps were more
complex and included gas sta-
tions in the front, a restaurant
inside the office, and small indi-
vidual cabins at the rear.
Tourist Camps were the motels
of their day. (The word “motel”
had not yet entered our lan-
guage.) :

Tourist homes were private
residents with a sign indicating
rooms were available to rent on
a nightly basis. They were simi-
lar to today’s bed and breakfast
without the breakfast. There
were many L?rivate tourist
h 1 S. 60 in Rowan

_ dered useless by punc
- sands of Noleg W ItE

County.
Shady Rest early Morehead
Tourist Camp

The Shady Rest, located on
W. Main and N. Blair Avenue in
Morehead, was both a Tourist
Home and a Tourist Camp. (It
was on the site of the present
Dairy Mart Convenient Store.)
The service station sold gaso-
line, tires, batteries, and spare
auto parts.

Woodie Hinton, local vision-
ary and newspaper columnist,
built the Shady Rest in the
1920s. In the early 1930s, Mike
Flood, who was one of the origi-
nal partners in the famous
Eagles Nest Restaurant, sold his
share to J.M. Clayton, and !
bought the Shady Rest. ;

e operated it as a service
station, restaurant, and tourist
home. It also included separate
cabins, and was both a tourist
camp and tourist home. !

Afte i D

'he Shady Rest to Chester
Caskey, who operated it until
the 1950s. Beginning Jan. 15,
1952, Mr. and Mrs. W.L. Keith
and Leonard Davis leased the
restaurant where the old restau-
rant and gas station used to be.
They ran that restaurant until

August 1970, when the business
closed. However, from 1952 -
1957, the restaurant was open
24 hours a day, seven days a
week. (The first retail business
in Morehead to offer such ser-
vice.) The Dairy Mart on W.
Main Street is presently located
on the site of the Old Shady
Rest (wasn’t that the name of
the hotel in the old TV show
Petticoat Junction?). Morehead’s
Shady Rest was in business 50 -
years before that TV show, and
remains a Morehead Memory.
Morehead’s Mayflower

Soon tourist homes and
tourist camps became quite a
competitive business in Rowan
County. There needed to be
some “special attraction” to
cause tourist to want to stop.
Directly across the street from
Morehead’s Shady Rest was the
Mayflower Tourist Camp.

'The Mayflower was a neat,
well-maintained log cabin con-
taining a restaurant with a
large dance hall. Also there
were gas pumps and a grease pit
outside for automobile service. A
special attraction designed to
get people to stop was a moon-
shine still. Although it had been
captured by revenuers and ren-

| thou-
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ing tank and condensing pipes,
it looked very real.

There were eight small indi-
vidual log cabins for guests. The
Mayflower served meals, and
with the large dance hall in the
rear of the restaurant, was a

opular local night spot for
Rdoreheadians to go for food and
dancing. (But if you went into
the dance hall area there was a
5 cent cover charge.)

The Mayflower opened in
1935 and was owned and operat-
ed by visionaries Clell and
Sylvia Bruce. It was quite a suc-
cessful business, because it was
well advertised on road signs
east and west of Morehead, “Log

;l‘he Mayflower Tourist Camp on orehed’s West Main Street was built in 1935 and was

ed by Clell and Sylvia Bruce. Purchased in 1947 by O’'Rear and Velva
gwggﬂ_ agc}_nla:ﬂa“gmaayk" :n...A ﬂnﬂltyn.v. (Notice the “Moonshine Still” on the right.) ‘
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bins and Moonshine" Still.”
1o could resist passing
rough Kentucky without
eping in a log cabin, or seeing
noonshine still? (Two things
sely connected to Kentucky’s
reotype.)
This writer’s best childhood
end, Meredith Mynhier, was
e step-son of Clell Bruce.
wredith grew up in the living
arters behind the business. It
18 family operated, and he
Iped by washing dishes and
:aning cabins. Having spent
¢ night with him many times
d helping him with his chores,
(new it was hard work.
During WWII, Clell Bruce-
id to be away working in
fense plants and on Sept. 18,
45, sold the Mayflower to Earl
addox. Later owners of the
ayflower were Jack West and
fred Caskey.

Ir. and Mrs. O’Rear Caskey
purchase the Mayflower

In 1947, the Mayflower was

irchased by O’Rear and Velma
askey. From 1947-1969, it was
sth a tourist camp and taxi
.;and. (They operated six taxis.)
fter the death of Mr. Caskey,
elma closed the tourist camp.

Velma still owns the property
n W. Main Street, which over
he years has been a doughnut
hop, dry cleaner, photo shop,
nd taxi business. Today, her
on Ron, has his classic car busi-
jess on the property. Even
hough it burned down once, it
1as been restored to excellent
ondition and remains a More-
1ead Memory.

Morehead camp opened

Another early entrepreneur
who saw a future in the touring
irade in Rowan County was
James Archie Williams. In 1935
when Mr. Williams, from Mor-
gan County, married May Wag-
goner, from Carter County, they
formed a lifetime partnership in
the tourist camp business.
Shortly after their marriage
they opened a tourist caml? and
restaurant on U.S. 60 in Farm-
ers. After five years they sold
their business Farmers and pur-
chased property on U.S. 60, 1
1/2 miles east of Morehead. It
was there they opened the More-
head (Tourist) Camp. The Camp
contained a restaurant, gas
pumps, and 12 separate rental
cabins. Each unit contained a
bathroom, potbellied stove with
coal heat, bed and dresser.

Shortly after opening in 1941,
Archie added a second floor
Jabove the restauranthfor farln;ily
iving quarters. ere they
rea:]é%l their children, Candy,
Jim, and Sharon. (All now live
away from Morehead, but
return often.)

Specialty was fried chicken

Archie advertised on road
signs east and west of Morehead
as the “Morehead Camp: Home
cooked food, specializiniin fried
chicken and steak.” They also
served country ham, home-made
yeast rolls, and home-baked
pies. The food was delicious and
it was a popular eating place for
many Moreheadians. (This
writer, and his wife, Janis, dur-
ing their dating years, used to
eat there on special occasions.)
It was also a place where many
Moreheadians would eat for
their Sunday dinners.

In talking with the genial
May Williams in her retirement
home on Knapp Avenue, she
says that “she cannot eat fried
chicken to this day.” Since their

Npr_th_ l}lair Avenue in 1936.

specialty was fried chicken, she
was the one who fried the chick-
en. After Archie would go out
into the country and buy the
chickens alive, it was her job to
kill them. But she also had to
clean out their entrails and pick

the feathers off, singe the
remaining tiny feathers, and cut
them up before they could be
fried. She would prepare a
dozen chickens at one time.
Next, she would soak them in
boiling water, partially fry them
in lard in a big black iron skillet.
After that she would next refrig-
erate them until they were
ordered. Then, she would re-fry
them in that big black iron skil-
let as ordered by the customers.
(No wonder she can’t eat fried
chicken today.)

Morehead camp owner
specialized in Democrats
May laughingly said another

of her specialities was “Democ-
rats.” Long active in the state
and county Democrat Party, she
has served as county chairman,
and on many political commit-
tees. Following the death of her
beloved Archie, she closed the
Morehead Camp. Although she
still owns the land (the build-
-ings have been torn down), the
Morehead Camp remains a
Morehead Memory to many.
Homelike Tourist Camp
opened in 1930

In 1930 Morehead’s Millard
Moore was another local vision-
ary who saw a future in tourism.
That was the year Mr. Moore,
his wife, and sister, Miss
Bertilee Moore, opened the
“Homelike Tourist Camp.” It
was located on U.S. 60, 2 1/2
miles east of Morehead. Mr. and
Mrs. Moore were greviously in
the mercantile business on
Christy Creek, and were the

parents of three children: Hilda,
Gladys, and Wilbur, all now
deceased. :

In 1925, Mr. Moore moved to
Morehead and purchased a
Chevrolet dealership. He also
became involved in politics and
ran an unsuccessful campaign
for sheriff in 1929. Following his
defeat, he sold his auto dealer-
ship, as he recognized the future
of tourism in Rowan County.
Therefore in November 1930, he
opened his Tourist Camp in
Rowan County. (Mr. Moore also
owned a Tourist Camp in Wis-
consin.) The new Midland Trail
Highway was less than five
years old and the future looked
bright for the tourist trade. The
new tourist camp was adver-

st spot in_Photos wanted

Other early tourist camps\ :

Among other tourist camps in

Rowan County during that era
was “Joe’s Place” on east U.S. 60
(across the highway from the
entrance to the University Golf
Course.) Joe specialized in hot
dogs and barbecue sandwiches.
In an attempt to attract families
to stop he constructed a small
home-made children’s play
ground with swings, merry-go-
round and sliding board. Also
there were picnic tables. Joe
closed it during WWII.

The “Trocadero” was located
at the entrance of Cincinnati
Branch and U.S. 60 west. It was
a well known night spot during
the time Rowan county was wet.
But when the county voted dry
it went out of business. Also
another Tourist Camp was the
“Mountain View” camp in Farm-
ers. One of the owners was Mort
May, former sheriff of Rowan
County. All of these tourist
camps remain a Morehead
Memory.

‘Looking at the tourist trade
through the telescope of time
i;;u immediately recognize the

portance of U.S. 60 crossing
our county. It brought opportu-

nity and prosperity as people

began crossing our county. Alert
local entrepreneurs saw “gold in
them thar cars,” and worked
hard to “mine” their share. Thus
forming the foundation for
today’s gigantic tourism efforts
in Rowan County.

About the

author
Dr. Jack D. Ellis is a
retired Morehead State
University Library direc-
tor and a retired minister.

"Morehead’s Shady Res: Tourist Camp, Service Station and
Ford Dealership was located on

Rowan Coun or hi 2
lll{ome-lillie tlzl'ea,tmellnt an% real b k R

entucky hospitality. Since an
Rowan County was a wet county ’(I')h(e)Row?nl)éount?‘I?irs torical

then, everything to eat or drink
was available. That included:
whiskey, wine, brandy and cold
beer. Also available were com-
plete meals, sandwiches, can-
dies, cigars, cigarettes, tobacco,
tires, gas and oil. All supplies
were available for botﬁ the
tourist and his car. The Home-
like Tourist Camp offered state-
of-the-art, clean, modern, well-

furnished cabins, as well as “the
best barbecue in Eastern Ken-
tucky.”

The business closed long
before Mr. Moore’s death in
1972, and the buildings have all
been torn down. However, Mr.
Moore’s grandchildren still own
some of the site of the Homelike
Tourist Home, which remains a
Morehead Memory.

Society is seeking your pictures
for the new “Rowan County Pic-
torial History Book.”

Wanted: photographs of
reunions, children, veterans,
special events, homes, business-
es, historical events, etc. of
Rowan County.

Contact Gary Lewis, Betty
Sharp, Avanelle Eldridge, Mabel
Reynolds or any Society member
for more information. Drop off
boxes will be Blaced at the
Rowan County Public Library
and at American Office Supply.

Put pictures in an envelope
with a brief description and date
of event on a separate piece of
paper. Also include your name,
address and telephone number.

RN

a car after me, that's why.
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Top Video Rentals

1. Lethal Weapon 4 starrin
5beson (Warner - R) Last Weel%: 1;13

2. Blade Wesley Sni
R Y Snipes (Warner -
3. The Negotiator Sam
Jackson (Wamer - R) No, 3 -
4. Out Of Sight George Clooney
(Universal - R) New Entry
g aid The( gﬁ:sk Of Zorro Antonio
-Banderas (Columbi i - PG-
i 1a TriStar - PG-13)
6. Armageddon Bruce Wil
(Buena Vista - PG-13) No. le ,mls
7. Six Days, Seven Nights

Harricon Foard (Runena Vieta D 4.

est Main Street and
Owner Woodie Hinton stands

I8
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One of the thriving businesses in Morehead some 80 years ago was the Cosmograph Company which made motion picture projectors sold throughout the
world. The process was patented by E.E. Maggard who founded the company. Photographer Norman Tant located an old Cosmograph, cleaned it up and it
worked better than you might expect. One of the largest orders the company received was from Russia. This is a picture of the employees shortly before
Cosmograph lost its market and closed down because of improvements made by eastern manufacturers. Seated from left: Bill Curtis, Russell Clayton,
George Johnson, Howard Davis, unidentified, Leslie Cooper, Sill Thurber, Lonnie Porter, Charlie Caudill, Reb Bradley, Charlie Jones, Sam Caudill, Sam
Bradley, Wm. Gretta. Standing: Carrie Townsend, Ed Goodan, August Rahm, next three unidentified, Wayne Vinton, unidentified, Mr. Robinson,
unidentified, George Clayton, Bob Adams, unidentified, Prentiss Boyd, Freddie DeBord, unidentified, Augustine DeBorde, Oscar Hall, Fred Wheeler,
unidentified, Jesse Stewart, unidentified, Sam Bradley was a partner with Maggard in the business.
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E E MAGGARD WAS marketing of the mmshwie. *Thisk

o " firm builta plam. here for thn man-

! < ayayl ufacturing of lu prnducm m 19147

‘PIONEER IN MANY :n sove thacity it e manatc.

3 ) turing plamt. I'Imph)ying a number
EARLY BUSINESSES ‘of people this business grew Trom
A its inception and sold Cosmographs
\ e © " 1all_gver Me. .world, notable, ome
Well  Known. Merchant’ And Pelice | 1arge order for machines $6!d to the
« Judge look Frominent Part In| Russian government o be used.for
“‘the, Early ‘Development of More-| wiucationat —“purposes throughout
head -And Rowam Couaty, Russia.  Int 1919 this business was
3 et “ sold to the World's Eye company of|.
_____Perhaps _.no_on: mun -las kid! Cleveland, Ohio, nnd The e _plant dis-
more "to do “with pioneering in ‘a mnnﬂed and moved to lheT
business way in - Morehead \hnn! city. 5
the subjeet of this sketch, . K. E In 1917 Mr. Maggard beclmc' in-
Maggprd, tKe well known hartr~re terested Tn the hardware znd build-
man and present pohce judge of ing business and became afflliated
the eity, - e ) ‘ with. the forerunner of the present.
Mr. Maggard was born in El-; Consolidated Hardware company of
“Tiott county in the' year 1879 and, which he is now manager:-Qurinz
located in Morehead in 1903 His the years of 1917-19 Mr, Maggard
first _activity in a business way| byilt a number of the bu'rl:'lin'g'lnﬂ
after arriving here was the inﬂal"\-' restdences’ of the ¢ity and in 1919 ¢
tmn of the first electrie lights’ m' he nrurchascd the Big Sandy, Farm-;
tho city and county. / erd and Salt Lick telephone lines
" Working on the mpnrurlmn of | and effected l cnmnhdutmn of the
the hnp's and plant of the or!!ma.; companies into the Morehead Tele-
.vah‘en‘d Light company, Mr. Mags ' phone company.~ Developing »this|
: i} business into a public service ins'i-!
trtion—that-rend ia-better means;

P e

| of communication hetwean various |
7 sections of {his part of the srate-
Mr. Maggard in 1925 sold the plant
‘and .business to a Mr Brown, who'
in turn sold it to a Mr. White and
this gentleman sold to Mr. Snm'ks:-l
who later =old to the Kenluckyin
Telephone company the present on-l '
erators of the system. : |
In 1919 the hardwarg bu!ine“,{
T with which he had been connected |
“tor some two years was re- or?nn"

{ized and incorporated ks the (‘nn-r
sonlidated Hardware co Apary. “This)

business is now located in their mod- |
~=n building on Main”street and oc-
"I evpying the rame located that hax:
hnen used continuously as a hard-
ware store for the past-half cen-
tury. . |

0—0 !

5 -
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1

gard, transformed the olg coal oil

lighted streets into a ‘‘hright way”

and made possible better illumina-
tion for the es and business
places of th’y. The original

.. company was rmed by the late

——J M, Carey, C._A. Proctor, F. E.

Webster, W. F. Davidson and Mr.I

Maggard and was operated until

1906 when the plant was destroy?d:

by fire. In the following year the

plant was rebuilt by the city and |
" operated under lease by Mr. E. E.

Maggard until 1925 when it was|

soldsvro” “Barrett Waters _and_as- |

sociates from Augusta, who later[

_~—sold it to the Kentueky Power Com-!
pany and it became affiliated with'
its present owners, which are a sub-‘
sidary of the Kentucky Utilities who !

.operate similar plants  throughout
many Kentucky cities. The pres-
ent power plant was built in 1925,
but later when the Dix’s dam pow-
er project was developed the power
came from that seurce, - the local
power station ia now used only as
a stand-by plant .for the local ter-
ritory,

Ever alert to the progress and
development of his town and com-
munity Mr. Maggard established the

. first jee making plant in the eity,
when the Morchead Ice company
was organized and began operatior
in 1921, This ix now what is known |{
as the Morehead and fce™and-Bettl—

“ing company and ia - one of the

~ eity’s thriving mduau'il's.‘,

v * Back in 1909 Mr, Maggard atnrt-
ed the first picture show in the city
of Morehead and hecause of diffi-
culty in the projecting ‘of pictures,
to W tire satisfaction, in 1910
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Morehead Memories (People and Places)

“Morehead’s Utility Man’

By Jack D. Ellis

In baseball there is usually a.
utility man. This is a man who
can perform well at several dif-
ferent positions. Mr. Maggard
was such a man. He was the
Utility Man for many Morehead
utilities. He performed well at
every position.

Water and Gas come to

Morehead

In the 1922 general election,
the city of Morehead voted to
put water in Morehead. In 1924
twenty five thousand dollars in
bonds were sold to install water
lines in Morehead homes. A dam
was erected on Triplett Creek
and Morehead built its first
water treatment plant. Norman
Wells had the contract to lay the
first water lines to the homes
and businesses. In the early
1930s natural gas was brought
to Morehead by the L.C. Young
Company. the first gas fields to
supply the city were located on
Long Hungry, about six miles
west of Morehead. During these
early days there was weak
water pressure and low gas
pressure. Moreheadians shiv-
ered in the winter time and had
trouble getting water pressure.
Then Mayor Noah Kennard
(Morehead’s last Lamplighter)
called upon the man who had
ended his lamplighting job by
bringing electricity to Morehead
many years go, to help. He
appointed an elderly Ed Mag-
gard as water and gas commis-
sioner with the assignment to
remedy the situation. Ed located
another large gas field toward
Lewis County and piped the
needed gas to Morehead. This
move helped meet the demand
for more gas until the giant Ten-
nessee Gas Transmission lines
came to Morehead in the 1940s.

Mr. Maggard the Daniel
Boone of industry

Water pressure was improved
under Maggard’s supervision by
installing new pumps, building
a new water tower and locating
leaks. Whenever, and wherever
there was a problem with any of
Morehead’s utility services, Mr.
Maggard was the “trouble-shoot-
er” they called. He could usually
locate and solve the problem:
~ Mr. Maggard might be called
the Daniel Boone of his day.

Daniel would discover new terri-
tory, settle it, and move on. This
seemed to be Ed’s major formu-
la. He would move into a new
business territory, establish it,
and move on to new territory.
Building business and build-
ings

In his later years, Mr. Mag-
gard was involved in many busi-
ness ventures. He was one of the
men who established the citi-
zens Bank. He was one of the
owners of the Consolidated
Hardware Company (phone 92)
located on Main Street. Also, he
went into the construction busi-
ness and built many fine homes
and businesses in Morehead.

The last building he built was
on Main Street was where the
McBrayer Furniture Store was
located. When Mr. Maggard
decided to build, his intention

was to join his building with the
Peoples Bank building next door
and completely cover his lot.
C.P. Caudill, president of the
Peoples Bank offered him
$1,000 if he would leave a five
foot easement between the
buildings. Mr. Maggard agreed,
and since the total cost to con-
struct his building was eleven
hundred dollars the building
only cost him $100. 'm sure the
rent he collected from Mr.
McBrayer paid for the building
several thousand times.

Mr. Elisha Edward Maggard
was a major force in bringing
Morehead from a small town
without utility services, to a
thriving community with all
utilities and services. he was
recognized by many of his con-
temporaries as a “mechanical
and electrical genus”, and as a

“real asset to Morehead”.

Although the Bible tells us that
“A Prophet is not without honor,
except in his own land,” Ed was
honored and respected in his
own land. ’

Dying in Morehead better

than living in Arizona

He had a deep love for More-
head, and devoted his life to
enhance its growth. As he grew
older his health began to fail,
and his doctor told him that if
wanted to live he would have to
move to Arizona. After several
agonizing days of decision, Ed
packed up and boarded the train

for Arizona. One cold, snowy day
less than a month later, this
writer saw him in the Post
Office. I was surprised to see
him and said: “Ed, I thought the
doctor told you to move to Ari-
zona if you wanted to live?” He
said: “I'd rather die in Morehead
than live in Arizona”. Yes, Mr.
Maggard loved Morehead, and
in less than three months he
was dead. (March 1, 1948). But
he should remain a Morehead
Memory because of his Famous
Firsts: ]

(1) Established electrical ser-
vice in Morehead.

(2) Established first viable
movie house in Morehead.

(8) Established telephone ser-
vice in Morehead.

(4) Established first factory in.

Morehead (Cosmograph).
(5) Established first ice plant
in Morehead.

(6) Demonstrated first Victro- |

la in Morehead.

(7) Helped to establish viable |

gas and water service here,

(8) Also, successful builder |

and businessman.

(9) Helped establish Citizens
Bank.

(10) Although he did not own
the first car in Morehead (Sam

Bradley was given that honor),

he went to Lexington with him
to buy the car, (a chain drive

Ford). Ed drove the car back for |

Sam since he had not yet
learned to drive. When they
came to the Licking River at
Farmers, they had to wait over
night for the water to recede so
they could ford Licking River.
As they traveled through Farm-
ers and Morehead they attract-
ed a large crowd.

(11) ﬁd Maggard did own the
first Model T Ford car in More-
head. He was probably the first
man in Rowan County to wreck
his car. It was on a trip out in
the country, and he was driving
his Model T too fast, and hit a
large rock in the road, lost con-
trol, and turned the car com-
pletely over one revolution and
landed right-side-up. A farmer
that witnessed the accident
came running over to see if Ed
was hurt. He was not injured, in
fact he was sitting behind the
wheel and still had his hat on
and his cigar was still in his
mouth.

1910.

About the

d Maggard with the first Model T Ford in Morehead in
author
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Picking a site

for an

Eastern Kentucky college

| By Jack D. Ellis

(Editor’s Note: This is one in
a series of articles about local
history entitled Morehead Mem-
ories: People and Places. The
articles deal with those business
and professional people that
helz;ed Morehead grow and pros-
per.

About ihe

author

Dr. Jack D. Ellis is a
retired Morehead State
University Library direc-
tor and a retired minister.

- In 1922 the Legislature in
Frankfort was debating the
most appropriate site for a new
college recently authorized for
Eastern Kentucky. The site
selection committee was deeply
divided between Morehead and
Prestonsburg.
* Senator Allie W. Young was
arguing valiantly that the most
appropriate site should be More-
head. But the site selection com-
mittee seemed unimpressed,
and it was at this point that Mr.
Maggard entered with his movie
magic.
; Mr. Maggard begins

his movie :

Ed Maggard produced a
silent movie, documenting the
many advantages of Morehead
as the best site for a college.
Many of Morehead’s citizens
actively participated in the
movie. The plot went somethin
Bike thigie e s O
" On the scheduled day, dozens
of Morehead citizens, dressed in
their Sunday best (the men in
suits and ties, the ladies in long
dresses and hats) met at the
Railroad Passenger Depot just
as the noon train arrived. (This
‘writer’s father-in-law, Lindsay
Caudill was a Railway Express
‘agent on the train at that time).

The local citizens then all
‘boarded the train and it slowly
‘backed out of the station for
‘about a half a mile. Then as the
train returned to the station, Ed
filmed the train as it came chug-
ging into Morehead. He then
filmed all of these people as they
‘got off the train, promoting
Morehead as a busy passenger
‘terminal. In the meantime all
‘the people who owned cars in
‘Morehead (perhaps a dozen or
‘more) had been scripted to drive
‘along the dirt street now called
- First Street.

c e e s el

grinding away.

Some of the people walked
down the wooden sidewalks to
the businesses in town, where
they were filmed, and others
went to their homes where they
were filmed. Senator Allie
Young was filmed going to his
home where he picked up his
newspaper and sat down on the
porch to read.

His daughter, Jane Young
Holbrook, told me that in this
scene he was holding his paper
upside down. She said the fami-
ly always had a good laugh over
his big movie roll when he was
reading the paper upside down.

Filming continues at the
! Normal School

Many of the people were

Film previewed in Frankfort
The film was shown to the
Site Selection Committee on
“Ed’s Manufactured in More-
head Perfect Projector.” Senator
Young provided appropriate
narration to the silent film.

Also it was evident that the
film had a dramatic effect upon
the committee, even though they
had visited the Morehead site. It
had a dramatic effect because of
what is now known about the
learning process; also, how a
moving image and a sound tract
can affect behavior, and change
attitudes.

This writer at one time
served as a full-time Education-
al Consultant to Coronet Films.
(A division of Equire, Inc.). We
were the world’s largest produc-
er of educational films.

This company was founded
because ‘the President (Mr.

Abraham Blinder) had lived in
Germany before WW II. He had

Local belles at the passenger depot in Morehead at the
time of the Morehead Movie were, from left, Myrtle Cor-
nette, unidentified, Mary Caudill, unidentified. :

ggs of the beautiful Morehead
Normal School. This provided
evidence that Morehead already
was emphasizing the impor-
tance of education, and the Nor-
mal School could form a nucleus
for a new college. Brother Frank
Button, Morehead Normal
School President was filmed in
his office, and in chapel with the
students. This showed educa-
tional and administrative lead-
ership already in place in More-
head.

The newly produced film was
sealed in a can and rushed off to
Cincinnati to be developed. As
soon as titled subheadings were
spliced into the film, Senator
Young scheduled a screening
with the committee in Frank-
fort.

It was then, Ed loaded one of
his cosmograph film projectors,
manufactured in Morehead (the
committee must have been
impressed by this), and, along
with some of the city “fathers,”
boarded the train to the state
capital.

Judge Allie Young was
successful in convincing
the committee to vote for
Morehead as the new col-
lege in 1922. (Jane Hol-
brook is the daughter of

the late. Judge Allie

" Young).

viewed first-hand Adolph.
Hitler’s rise to power, and how
the Nazis had used a moving
image and a soundtrack to
change behavior. This was pri-
marilg' the way the “Hitler
Youth
soon would turn against their
parents. So Mr. Blinder came to
this country and founded Coro-
net Films, designed to help
change the behavior of children
through the use of educational
films.
Mr. Maggard “sells”
Morehead

When Mr. Maggard made
this film designed to promote
Morehead as a site for a college,
he had no idea what an impor-
tant tool he had discovered. He
may not have been the first to
recognize that a moving image,
and a soundtrack could “sell” a
product, (or then he may have
been the first).

Today, we are bombarded on
every side with these moving
images. We know that it can
affect behavior. Looking at this
incident through the telescope of
time, it is apparent Elisha
Edward Maggard was light
years ahead of his time, when
he produced this film to promote
the image of Morehead.

Did the viewing of this film
affect the vote of the Site Com-
mittee? The committee by a slim

margin of one vote picked More-
head over Prestonsburg as the
site for the new college. Now we
have our fine institution, More-
head State University. We are
all justly proud of Morehead

were trained, and they = ms———

es (people and places

State. But a mig
Memory (because
Ed Maggard) we
Morehead State
instead of Prestc
University. (Perisl



~ On the scheduled day, dozens
of Morehead citizens, dressed in
their Sunday best (the men in
suits and ties, the ladies in long
dresses and hats) met at the
Railroad Passenger Depot just
as the noon train arrived. (This
writer’s father-in-law, Lindsay
Caudill was a Railway Express
agent on the train at that time).
The local citizens then all
‘boarded the train and it slowly
‘backed out of the station for
about a half a mile. Then as the
train returned to the station, Ed
filmed the train as it came chug-
ging into Morehead. He then
filmed all of these people as they
‘got off the train, promoting
Morehead as a busy passenger
‘terminal. In the meantime all
‘the people who owned cars in
‘Morehead (perhaps a dozen or
‘more) had been scripted to drive
‘along the dirt street now called
+ First Street.

“Elisha Edward Maggard
(1879-1948) was a filmmak-
er and early entrepreneur
in Morehead. He also was
'a respected inventor.

Morehead citizens
provide the action

As all these people walked
‘across Railroad Street, a police-
man was on duty to stop the
cars, and allow the people to
.cross the street. Of course, Mr.
‘Maggard was filming all of this
lactivity depicting Morehead a
busy, safe, yet modern commu-
'nity.
. The people then walked up
the dirt street (Trumbo Avenue)
to the corner of Main Street, and
‘by that time the same dozen
cars had circled the block. The
sheriff was on that street corner
stopping traffic (there were no
tra?ﬁc lights in Morehead then).
As the people crossed the dirt
‘street safely under the guidance

‘grounds and through the build-
ings of the beautiful Morehead
Normal School. This provided
evidence that Morehead already
was emphasizing the impor-
tance of education, and the Nor-
mal School could form a nucleus
for a new college. Brother Frank
Button, Morehead Normal
School President was filmed in
his office, and in chapel with the
students. This showed educa-
tional and administrative lead-
ership already in place in More-
head.

The newly produced film was
sealed in a can and rushed off to
Cincinnati to be developed. As
soon as titled subheadings were
spliced into the film, Senator
Young scheduled a screening
with the committee in Frank-
fort.

It was then, Ed loaded one of
his cosmograph film projectors,
manufactured in Morehead (the
committee must have been
impressed by this), and, along
with some of the city “fathers,”
boarded the train to the state

Judge Allie Young was
successful in convincing
the committee to vote for
Morehead as the new col-
lege in 1922. (Jane Hol-
brook is the daughter of
the late. Judge Allie
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ewed first-hand Adolph
itler’s rise to power, and how
e Nazis had used a moving
1age and a soundtrack to
ange behavior. This was pri-
arily the way the “Hitler
nuth” were trained, and they
on would turn against their
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part or full-
rents. So Mr. Blinder came to gffice Man-
s countrv and founded Coro-p - .antianist

margin of one vote picked More-
head over Prestonsburg as the
site for the new college. Now we
have our fine institution, More-
head State University. We are

-all justly proud of Morehead

Marketing Coor-
dinator. Morehead
location. Develop

State. But a mighty Morehead
Memory (because of help from
Ed Maggard) we can now say
Morehead State University
instead of Prestonsburg State
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Morehead Memories (People and Places)

Morehead Telephone

Company (Phone No. 1)

Early entrepreneur Elisha
Edward Maggard was a pioneer
in many fields. He not only
patented and manufactured a
movie projector in Morehead, he
also brought Morehead out of
the darkness with his electric
go‘wer plant. But he also

rought the telephone to More-
head (This invention was and is
considered both a blessing and a
cursing). But nevertheless, Mr.
Maggard was credited with
bringing Alexander Graham
Bell’s invention to Morehead
(telephone). Mr. Bell’s famous
first phone message, “Mr. Wat-
son come here”, reverberated all
the way into these Kentucky
hills thanks to Ed Maggard.
Moreheadians connected to
each other by “Central”

In 1919 Mr. Maggard estab-
lished the Morehead Telephone
Company and began stringing
telephone lines on the electric

_poles he owned throughout the
city. (A master stroke of genius)
The switchboard was located on
the second floor of a building on
Main Street. That’s where the
telephone operator, or “central”
was located. She was called
“central” if you didn’t know her
name. (But most everyone knew
her name.)”

It was an exciting time in
Morehead as the crude phones
were hung upon the walls of
Morehead homes. I say homes,
because businesses had not yet
seen a need for such a device.
(They preferred personal con-
tact). If you wanted to make a
call, the procedure was, you
picked up the receiver, attached
to a cord from the phone on the
wall. You held it to your ear,
and cranked vigorously, and
“central” would answer. Then
you would yell into the phone on
the wall “Esther get me Lindsay
Caudill’s house”. (Esther Elling-
ton was one of the early switch-
board operators.) Some would
just use a first name - nobody
ever used telephone numbers.
However, Ed Maggard’s phone
number was #1, and Calvert’s
Garage and Taxi Service was #2.
(I'll bet they never forgot their
phone number).

Connected to other commu-

i

By

side. If you wanted ice you stuck
the card in your window with
the 25 or 50 showing how many
pounds you wanted.

“0ld Dobbin” aids ice deliv-
ery :

Delivery was made from a
wagon pulled by a team of
mules. The wagon was filled
with sawdust, and the ice placed
in the sawdust and covered with
a heavy wet tarpaulin for insu-
lation. Wallace Fannin would
then drive the ice route deliver-
ing ice to homes and businesses.
He carried the ice from the wag-
on to the delivery point with
large ice tongs. The ice was car-
ried all the way to the wooden

ice boxes of customers.

Wallace Fannin kind to kids
:Years later (in the mid-

1920’s) J. Wallace Fannin was

still delivering ice in the mule

drawn wagon. But this writer’s

= Lodkiﬁ%*fbr'\ﬁii’??}? eﬁﬁéﬁd ;

his communications empire, he
purchased the Big Sandy, Farm-
ers, and Salt Lick telephone
companies. Then he consolidat-
ed the companies into a public
service company. The Morehead
Telephone Company was then
able to provide much better ser-
vice, not only to Morehead, but
to these regions of Kentucky.

.+ In 1925 Mr. Maggard sold the
Morehead Phone Company to a
Mr. Brown, who sold it to a Mr.
White, who then sold it to a Mr.
Sparks. Mr. Sparks later sold
out to the Kentucky Telephone
Company, which became the

General Telephone Company.

-~ Another famous first for
Morehead’s Ed Maggard was the
gramophone. He was credited
with being the first to demon-
strate this device in Morehead.
(The gramophone was the inven-
tion of Thomas Edison which
reproduced music or sound or a
wax disk). It was at the July
4th, 1920 celebration on the
Courthouse lawn Ed demon-
strated the gramophone music
from a wax disk. he cranked up
the old music box and presented
a concert. The “canned concert”
was a great success as Morehea-
dians marveled at music from a
box, even though a live band
also performed.

. Moreheads “Mr. Cool”

. Another famous first for Mr.
Maggard was helping to cool
Morehead. No, air conditioning
had not yet been invented, but
the process of freezing water
into ice had, and Ed brought it
to Morehead. ,

" In 1920, Mr. Maggard estab-
2chad tha Marehead Ice and

family did not ever have a wood-
en ice box - we could not afford
ice. We kept our milk and butter
in a water tight bucket hanging
submerged in the well in our
yard. Both on hot summer days,
as Wallace made his rounds in
the ice wagon all the neighbor-
hood children would surround
the wagon, some riding on the
rear “tongue” of the wagon

“mooching” small chips of ice.
Wallace would always run us off
- but only after we had grabbed
a large chunk of ice to cool us off
on aiot day. Years later, I real-
ized that Wallace deliberately
left some large chunks, and gave
us time to get them before he
would run us off. Eating ice
from the back of the old ice wag-
on remains a Morehead Memo-
ry, as well as the early phone
service when we were on a first
name basis with central (opera-
tor).

Roy Switzer of Frieda’s Antiques densrates an old
telephone, similar to ones used by early Morehead resi-
dents when they were first connected in 1919.



~ Another famous first for Mr.
Maggard was helping to cool
Morehead. No, air conditioning
had not yet been invented, but
the process of freezing water
into ice had, and Ed brought it
to Morehead.
In 1920, Mr. Maggard estab-
lished the Morehead Ice and
Bottling Company. (Phone 71).
I'm not sure what they were bot-
tling but the business was locat-
ed on the East end of Railroad
Street. The ice was frozen from
pure healthy water (as stated in
their advertisements). It was
frozen in 100 pound blocks, then
it was stored in an ice house
with thick walls heavily insulat-
ed with sawdust. Before the ice
was sold it was chipped with a
sharp ice pick into 50 and 25
.pound blocks then it was ready
for sale. (There was a real art to
‘chipping the ice without losing
-small chunks).
- Home ice delivery comes to
. Morehead
+  Mr. Maggard’s partner and
- early ice company manager was
. C.B. Daugherty, who would lat-
. er become successful as a stock-
‘holder in the Citizens Bank.
:(C.B. Daugherty) Branch Bank
. in Trademore Shopping Center).
. Later, young J. Wallace Fannin
~ was employed as the delivery
- man. Delivery was made to the
homes in Morehead on a regular
basis. Each customer was given
a card with a large 25 printed on
one side, and 50 on the reverse
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Morehead Memories '

Picking a site for an
Eastern Kentucky college

By Jack D. Ellis

(Editor’s Note: This is one in
a series of articles about local
history entitled Morehead Mem-
ories: People and Places. The
articles deal with those business
and professional people that
hel;;ed Morehead grow and pros-
per.

Abou‘t the

author

Dr. Jack D. Ellis is a
retired Morehead State
University Library direc-
tor and a retired minister.

< In 1922 the Legislature in
Frankfort was debating the
most appropriate site for a new
college recently authorized for
Eastern Kentucky. The site
selection committee was deeply

divided betweerbMorjheati ’and -

P;?mﬂburg.‘ Arn7s e
enator Allie W. Young was
arguing valiantly that the most
appropriate site should be More-
head. But the site selection com-
mittee seemed unimpressed,
and it was at this point that Mr.
Maggard entered with his movie
magic.
. Mr. Maggard begins
his movie

Ed Maggard produced a
silent movie, documenting the
many advantages of Morehead
as the best site for a college.
Many of Morehead’s citizens
actively participated in the
movie. The plot went something

of Morehead citizens, dressed in
their Sunday best (the men in
suits and ties, the ladies in long
dresses and hats) met at the
Railroad Passenger Depot just
as the noon train arrived. (This
writer’s father-in-law, Lindsay
Caudill was a Railway Express
agent on the train at that time).
The local citizens then all
boarded the train and it slowly
backed out of the station for
about a half a mile. Then as the
train returned to the station, Ed
filmed the train as it came chug-
ging into Morehead. He then
filmed all of these people as they
got off the train, promoting
Morehead as a busy passenger
terminal. In the meantime all
the people who owned cars in
Morehead (perhaps a dozen or
more) had been scripted to drive
along the dirt street now called
First Street. -
RKG. 784-6778 of goqnoe
784-6373.

|
|

--On the Vschédul'éd' d;y,» dozens °‘m5 and

grinding away.

Some of the people walked
down the wooden sidewalks to
the businesses in town, where
they were filmed, and others
went to their homes where they
were filmed. Senator Allie
Young was filmed going to his
home where he picked up his
newspaper and sat down on the
porch to read.

His daughter, Jane Young
Holbrook, told me that in this
scene he was holding his paper
upside down. She said the fami-
ly always had a good laugh over
his big movie roll when he was
reading the paper upside down.

Filming continues at the
Normal School
Many of the people were

Film previewed in Frankfort
The film was shown to the
Site Selection Committee on
“Ed’s Manufactured in More-
head Perfect Projector.” Senator
Young provided appropriate
narration to the silent film.

Also it was evident that the
film had a dramatic effect upon
the committee, even though they
had visited the Morehead site. It
had a dramatic effect because of
what is now known about the
learning process; also, how a
moving image and a sound tract
can affect behavior, and change
attitudes.

This writer at one time
served as a full-time Education-
al Consultant to Coronet Films.
(A division of Equire, Inc.). We
were the world’s largest produc-
er of educational films.

This company was founded
because the President (Mr.

Abraham Blinder) had lived in
Germany before WW II. He had

Local belles at the passenger depot in Morehead at the
time of the Morehead Movie were, from left, Myrtle Cor-
nette, unidentified, Mary Caudill, unidentified.

] \ aroug a-
gs of the beautiful Morehead
Normal School. This provided
evidence that Morehead already
was emphasizing the impor-
tance of education, and the Nor-
mal School could form a nucleus
for a new college. Brother Frank
Button, Morehead Normal
School President was filmed in
his office, and in chapel with the
students. This showed educa-
tional and administrative lead-
ership already in place in More-
head.

' The newly produced film was
sealed in a can and rushed off to
Cincinnati to be developed. As
soon as titled subheadings were
spliced into the film, Senator
Young scheduled a screening
with the committee in Frank-
fort.

It was then, Ed loaded one of
his cosmograph film projectors,
manufactured in Morehead (the

' committee must have been

impressed by this), and, along
with some of the city “fathers,”
boarded the train to the state
capital. :

Judge Allie Young was
successful in convincing
the committee to vote for
Morehead as the new col-
lege in 1922. (Jane Hol-
brook is the daughter of
the late Judge Allie
Young). :
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people and places)

viewed first-hand Adolph
Hitler’s rise to power, and how
the Nazis had used a moving
image and a soundtrack to
change behavior. This was pri-
marilz' the way the “Hitler
Youth” were trained, and they
soon would turn agamst their
parents. So Mr. Blinder came to
this country and founded Coro-
net Films, designed to help
change the ‘behavior of children
through the use of educational
films.
Mr. Maggard “sells”
Morehead

When Mr. Maggard made
this film designed to promote
Morehead as a site for a college,
he had no idea what an impor-
tant tool he had discovered. He
may not have been the first to
recognize that a moving lmage,
and a soundtrack could “sell” a
product, (or then he may have
been the first).

Today, we are bombarded on
every side with these moving
images. We know that it can
affect behavior. Looking at this

" incident through the telescope of
time, it is apparent Elisha
Edward Maggard was light
years ahead of his time, when
he produced this film to promote
the image of Morehead.

Did the viewing of this film
affect the vote of the Site Com-
mittee? The committee by a slim

Folk art
center gets
two grants

The Kentucky Folk Art Cen- .

ter has been approved to receive
two grants from the Kentucky
Arts Council in Frankfort.

The grants are determined by
application to the Council and
review by a panel of experts,
and will be applied to the Fiscal
Year 1998-99.

The Folk Arts Program Pro-
ject Grant will provide $3,000
toward research for an exhibi-
tion of artists from coal produc-
ing counties of Southeast Ken-
tucky.

The exhibition is titled “Cre-
ativity From the Kentucky Coal-
fields” and will focus on self-
taught artists from Floyd, Har-
lan, Johnson, Knott, Leslie,
Letcher, Martin, Perry and Pike
counties. The exhibition is
intended to study and evaluate
the effects of coal mining on
artistic creativity and develop-
gnent. & 2 25, Al oy
" The Arts Development Grant
will provide $8,000 toward gen-
eral operatlonal support and
equipment.

Funds are still being sought
for an exhibition catalog and
other support materials to help
the promotion of the coalfield
exhibition.

The Kentucky Folk Art Cen-
ter is open Monday through Sat-
urday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.

Did You Know?

(NAPS)—Feline infectious
peritonitis (FIP), is a leading
viral killer of cats, ranking second
only to feline leukemia (FeLV).
Each year an estimated one-half
million cats in the United States
succumb to the disease. FIP
attacks the vital organs of the
body, and blood tests alone are
usually not helpful in diagnosing
the disease. For some cats, vacci-

N

margin of one vote picked More-
head over Prestonsburg as the
site for the new college. Now we
have our fine institution, More-
head State University. We are
all justly proud of Morehead

-6 Exit 94 5
!MOVIeS 9 o 745-4900 :

mafla'

State. But a mighty Morehead
Memory (because of help from
Ed Maggard) we can now say
Morehead State _g.’l&év sity
instead of ¥h é’

University. (Perish the thought).
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Where We Feature

Fabric Loft

Come Visit Us At Our New Location
On The By-Pass In The Colony Shoppes.

%
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Designer Fabrics

At Affordable Prices

e Waverly » J. Yang * P. Kautmann
e Cyrus Clark e European Fabrics

606-497-9502

Other Hours By

Aogsenrereisn CUPRTINsIRIEEITIYIREL saens

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Appointment!

Owners Marilyn Helderman and Reva Black

FEOIONINANEBINIINIEY S4ePRTIININIILES

* Dickens Village
* Snow Village
* North Pole

* Christmas In The City
* New England

* Alpine

Now Available At:

Your Full Service Pharmacy

HOLBROOK DRUG

¢ io8 E Main St.—Phene 784-4784 - §
Morehead, KY

He's gonna party
fike it's 1985

NEWINE FINEMA

Pinecrest
Plaza
Morehead,
Kentucky

784-6432
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Morehead Memories (People and Places

Let There Be
Light
By Jack Ellis

(Editor’s Note: This is one in
a sertes of articles about local
history entitled Morehead Mem-
ories: People and Places. The
articles deal with those business
and professional people that
helped Morehead grow and pros-
per.)

This writer has written much
about the darkness that pre-
vailed over Morehead in the ear-
ly years. (Spiritual Darkness).
But this is the account of the
man who literally brought More-
head out of the darkness.

Local legend looms large

He was one of Morehead’s
early pioneers in business,
industry, and utilities. Although
he was not a large man, his ear-
ly contributions in all of these
areas looms large over the local
landscape. He was responsible
for bringing the mysterious
magic of electricity to Morehead.

Early entrepreneur arrives
in Morehead

His name was E.E. Maggard,
-and everyone called him Ed, but
really the E.E. could have meant
“Early Entrepreneur.” He was
born in Elliott County in 1879
and moved to Morehead in 1903,
because of the influence of War-
ren M. Alderson, who had exten-
sive real estate holdings in
Rowan and Elliott counties.
Colonel Alderson, a prominent
pioneer businessman in More-
head, (this writer’s great-great
grandfather) had just sold 50
acres to the Morehead Normal
School for $250.

He had also sold some of his
other real estate holdings and
due to poor health moved to
Elliott Bounty where he lived
with a daughter. There he
became friends with young Ed
Maggard and encouraged him to
move to Morehead where there
was greater opportunity.

In 1903, Morehead had no
paved streets, utilities, or city
services. There were a few “coal
oil” (kerosene) street lights that
flickered faintly on Morehead’s
Main Street. The last local

About the

author
Dr. Jack D. Ellis is a
retired Morehead State
University Library direc-
tor and a retired minister.

lamplighter in Morehead was
Noah Kennard.

. As a young man, Noah was a
deadly shot with a rifle or shot-
gun. He would put on local exhi-
bitions of his skill with a rifle by
hitting marbles as fast as you
tossed them into the air. Noah
later served as Morehead Mayor
for many years. But he was
proud that he was the last local
lamplighter and that Ed Mag-
gard ﬁut him out of a job.

E.E. Maggard was a man of
vision. He had visited some of
the surrounding cities and liter-
ally “had seen the light,” by rec-
ognizing the importance of
Thomas Edison’s invention. He
was determined to transform
Morehead’s dim coal oil illumi-
nated streets into a new bright
way. He also wanted to better
illuminate Morehead’s homes,

schools and businesses. So after
a few months in Morehead Ed
formed the original Morehead

Light Company. -

The Morehead Light company
was founded in 1903 by E.E.
Maggard, J.M.Carey, C.A.Proc-
tor, F.E. Webster, and W.F.
Davidson. They began construc-
tion of lines and power plant
immediately (without any gov-
ernment regulations). The first
power plant was constructed
about where the old dam is on
Triplett Creek, as you go over to
the City Park. :

In a' few months electricity
was ready to be turned on in the
village of Morehead. ‘

Most residents were excited,
but many were afraid of this
new invention of lights from a
line. But nevertheless, electrici-
ty came to Morehead in 1903.

- There were of course no meters

to measure the amount of elec-
tricity a customer used. The
power was turned on for only
five hours each evening (from 5
to 10 p.m.) |

Cost was determined by the
number of light bulbs in the
building. The charge was .50 per
50 watt light bulb per month.
(Notice there were no electrical
outlets at this time). Later as
electrical outlets were added
there were additional charges
\})ased upon the number of out-
ets.

The Morehead Light Compa-

ny Power Plant burned down in

1906. But Morehead residents

had “seen the light” and were .

determined not to live with coal
oil light anymore. Therefore, the
city of Morehead rebuilt the
power plant and leased it to Ed
Maggard, and he managed the
operation until 1925.

During this time tragedy
struck the Maggard family. It
happened one evening during an
electrical storm, because the
power went off as it often hap-
pened. Of course if the power
went out anytime except
between 5-10 p.m. in the

~evening nobody noticed.

~But when it went out during
the time that people were sup-
posed to receive electricity many
people would pound on Ed’s
door. (No phones yet).

One evening about dusk the
power went out and Ed sent his
only son (who worked for him) to
restore the power. Tragically
Ed’s son accidentally came in
contact with a bare high tension
line and was electrocuted. Ed,
had to be the one to turn the

ower off and get his son’s badly
gurned body down from the pole.
Of course he was profoundly
affected because the thing he
had created had destroyed his
only son. (He had one daughter,
Hildreth, who died in a local
nursing home in 1998). Ed
believed in the importance of his
work and he continued to man-
age the Morehead Light Compa-
ny until 1925 when it was sold
to Barrett Waters and Associ-

. ates from Augusta. It was later
sold to the Kentucky Power com-

pany who later became Ken-
tucky Utilities Company.

A new power plant was built
in 1925 about where the “Olde
Towne Park” is now located.
(There was a small dam across
Triplett Creek there.) It sup-
plied electricity to Morehead
and part of Rowan County until
the mighty Dix River Dam was
completed in the 1930s.

Then the Morehead Plan'
was used only as a supplemer

tary emergency power source. It
was torn down in the 1960s. Let
rural Rowan Countians remem-
ber Roosevelt and the Rural
Electrification Act of the 1930s
for their electricity. (My grand-
father did not get electricity on
his farm in Rowan County until
1945). -

But a “light’
ory should be
who believed i
light a candle
curse the darkr
who punched h
ness of Morehe
a Morehead M
turn on our ligh
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Morehead Memories (people and places)

MopsHeph ST NeT PRESTINS Boae ST+

Picking a site

for an

Eastern Kentucky college

By Jack D. Ellis

(Editor’s Note: This is one in
a series of articles about local
history entitled Morehead Mem-
ories: People and Places. The
articles deal with those business
and professional people that
hel;;ed Morehead grow and pros-
per.

About the

: author

‘Dr. Jack D. Ellis is a
retired Morehead State
University Library direc-
tor and a retired minister.

"~ In 1922 the Legislature in
Frankfort was debating the
most appropriate site for a new
college recently authorized for
Eastern Kentucky. The site
selection committee was deeply
divided between Morehead and
Prestonsburg.

. Senator Alli? V&Y‘t’o&ng wa:
arguing valiantly that the mos
ép%‘:'lopg'iate site should be More-
head. But the site selection com-
mittee seemed unimpressed,
and it was at this point that Mr.
Maggard entered with his movie
magic.
¢ Mr. Maggard begins
3 his movie
- Ed Maggard produced a
silent movie, documenting the
many advantages of Morehead
as the best site for a college.
Many of Morehead’s citizens
ictively participated in the
ﬁuovie. he plot went something
= R

grinding away.

Some of the people walked
down the wooden sidewalks to
the businesses in town, where
they were filmed, and others
went to their homes where they
were filmed. Senator Allie
Young was filmed going to his
home where he picked up his
newspaper and sat down on the
porch to read.

His daughter, Jane Young
Holbrook, told me that in this
scene he was holding his paper
upside down. She said the fami-
ly always had a good laugh over
his big movie roll when he was
reading the paper upside down.

Filming continues at the

Normal School
Many of the people were

Film previewed in Frankfort
The film was shown to the
Site Selection Committee on
“Ed’s Manufactured in More-
head Perfect Projector.” Senator
Young provided appropriate
narration to the silent film.

Also it was evident that the
film had a dramatic effect upon
the committee, even though they
had visited the Morehead site. It
had a dramatic effect because of
what is now known about the
learning process; also, how a
moving image and a sound tract
can affect behavior, and change
attitudes.

This writer at one time
served as a full-time Education-
al Consultant to Coronet Films.
(A division of Equire, Inc.). We
were the world’s largest produc-
er of educational films.

This company was founded
because the President (Mr.

Abraham Blinder) had lived in
Germany before WW II. He had

Local belles at the passenger depot in Morehead at the
time of the Morehead Movie were, from left, Myrtle Cor-
nette, unidentified, Mary Caudill, unidentified.

filmed as they walked over the § &

viewed first-hand Adolph
Hitler’s rise to power, and how
the Nazis had used a moving
image and a soundtrack to
change behavior. This was pri-
lﬁarilz the way the “Hitler
Youth
soon would turn against their
narents. So Mr. Blinder came to
his country and founded Coro-

et Films, designed to help
hange the behavior of children
irough the use of educational

Mr. Maggard “sells”
4 Morehead
" When Mr. Maggard made
1is film designed to promote
orehead as a site for a college,
‘had no idea what an impor-
ant tool he had discovered. He
ay not have been the first to
scognize that a moving image,
d a soundtrack could “sell” a
product, (or then he may have
béen the first). :

ery side with these moving
lages. We know that it can
affect behavior. Looking at this
2ident through the telescope of
time, it is apparent Elisha
Edward Maggard was light
years ahead of his time, when
é produced this film to promote
) image of Morehead.

Did the viewing of this film
fect the vote of the Site Com-
ttee? The committee by a slim

margin of one vote picked More-
head over Prestonsburg as the
site for the new college. Now we
have our fine institution, More-
head State University. We are
all justly proud of Morehead

were trained, and they‘] R

State. But a mighty Morehead
Memory (because of help from

-Ed Maggard) we can now say

Morehead State University
instead of Prestonsburg State
University. (Perish the thought).
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:_On the scheduled day, dozens
of Morehead citizens, dressed in
their Sunday best (the men in
suits and ties, the ladies in long
dresses and hats) met at the
Railroad Passenger Depot just
as the noon train arrived. (This
writer’s father-in-law, Lindsay
Caudill was a Railway Express
agent on the train at that time).
- The local citizens then all
boarded the train and it slowly
backed out of the station for
about a half a mile. Then as the
train returned to the station, Ed
filmed the train as it came chug-
ging into Morehead. He then
Imed all of these people as they
got off the train, promoting
Morehead as a busy passenger
terminal. In the meantime all
the people who owned cars in
Morehead (perhaps a dozen or
more) had been scripted to drive
along the dirt street now called
TFirst Street.

e A e

‘Elisha Edward Maggard
1(1879-1948) was a filmmak-
‘er and early entrepreneur
in Morehead. He also was
‘a respected inventor.

Morehead citizens

i provide the action
As all these people walked
across Railroad Street, a police-

" man was on duty to stop the

" cross the street. Of course, Mr.

cars, and allow the people to

" Maggard was filming all of this
* activity depicting Morehead a

busy, safe, yet modern commu-
nity. ‘
. The people then walked up
the dirt street (Trumbo Avenue)
to the corner of Main Street, and
by that time the same dozen
cars had circled the block. The

' sheriff was on that street corner

stopping traffic (there were no
traffic lights in Morehead then).
As the people crossed the dirt
street safely under the guidance

grounds and throug s build-
ings of the beautiful Morehea
Normal School. This provided
evidence that Morehead already
was emphasizing the impor-
tance of education, and the Nor-
~mal School could form a nucleus
for a new college. Brother Frank
Button, Morehead Normal
School President was filmed in
his office, and in chapel with the
students. This showed educa-
tional and administrative lead-
ership already in place in More-
head.

The newly produced film was
sealed in a can and rushed off to
Cincinnati to be developed. As
soon as titled subheadings were
spliced into the film, Senator
Young scheduled a screening
with the committee in Frank-
fort.

It was then, Ed loaded one of
his cosmograph film projectors,
manufactured in Morehead (the
committee must have been
impressed by this), and, along
with some of the city “fathers,”
boarded the train to the state
capital.

udge Allie Young as

successful in convincing
the committee to vote for
Morehead as the new col-
lege in 1922. (Jane Hol-
brook is the daughter of
the late Judge Allie
Young). .
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. _On the scheduled day, dozens
of Morehead citizens, dressed in
their Sunday best (the men in
suits and ties, the ladies in long
dresses and hats) met at the
Railroad Passenger Depot just
as the noon train arrived. (This
writer’s father-in-law, Lindsay
Caudill was a Railway Express
agent on the train at that time).

The local citizens then all
boarded the train and it slowly
backed out of the station for
about a half a mile. Then as the
train returned to the station, Ed
filmed the train as it came chug-
ging into Morehead. He then
filmed all of these people as they
got off the train, promoting
Morehead as a busy passenger
terminal. In the meantime all
the people who owned cars in
Morehead (perhaps a dozen or
more) had been scripted to drive
along the dirt street now called
First Street.

‘Elisha Edward Maggard
(1879-1948) was a filmmak-
‘er and early entrepreneur
'in Morehead. He also was
‘a respected inventor.

Morehead citizens
provide the action
As all these people walked
across Railroad Street, a police-
man was on duty to stop the
cars, and allow the people to
cross the street. Of course, Mr.
Maggard was filming all of this
activity depicting Morehead a
busy, safe, yet modern commu-
nity. :
- The people then walked up
the dirt street (Trumbo Avenue)
to the corner of Main Street, and
by that time the same dozen

- cars had circled the block. The

sheriff was on that street corner
'stof]g)ing traffic (there were no
traffic lights in Morehead then).

- As the people crossed the dirt

street safely under the guidance
of the sheriff, Ed’s camera was

grounds and through the build-
ings of the beautiful Morehead
Normal School. This provided
evidence that Morehead already
was emphasizing the impor-
tance of education, and the Nor-
mal School could form a nucleus
for a new college. Brother Frank
Button, Morehead Normal
School President was filmed in
his office, and in chapel with the
students. This showed educa-
tional and administrative lead-
ership already in place in More-
head.

The newly produced film was
sealed in a can and rushed off to
Cincinnati to be developed. As
soon as titled subheadings were
spliced into the film, Senator
Young scheduled a screening
with the committee in Frank-
fort.

It was then, Ed loaded one of
his cosmograph film projectors,
manufactured in Morehead (the
committee must have been
impressed by this), and, along
with some of the city “fathers,”
boarded the train to the state
capital.

Judge Allie Young was
successful in convincing
the committee to vote for
Morehead as the new col-
lege in 1922. (Jane Hol-
brook is the daughter of
the late Judge Allie
Young).
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Morehead Memories (People and Places)

Morehead Telephone

Company (Phone No. 1)

- Early entrepreneur Elisha
Edward Maggard was a pioneer
in many fields. He not only
patented and manufactured a
movie projector in Morehead, he
also brought Morehead out of
the darkness with his electric
power plant. But he also
brought the telephone to More-
head (This invention was and is
considered both a blessing and a
cursing). But nevertheless, Mr.
Maggard was credited with
bringing Alexander Graham
Bell’s invention to Morehead
(telephone). Mr. Bell’s famous
first phone message, “Mr. Wat-
son come here”, reverberated all
the way into these Kentucky
hills thanks to Ed Maggard.
Moreheadians connected to

each other by “Central”

In 1919 Mr. Maggard estab-
lished the Morehead Telephone
Company and began stringing
telephone lines on the electric
poles he owned throughout the
city. (A master stroke of genius)
The switchboard was located o;
the second floor of a building on
Main Street. That’s where the
telephone operator, or “central”
was located. She was called
“central” if you didn’t know her
name. (But most everyone knew
her name.)”

It was an exciting time in
Morehead as the crude phones
were hung upon the walls of
Morehead homes. I say homes,
because businesses had not yet
seen a need for such a device.
(They preferred personal con-
tact). If you wanted to make a
call, the procedure was, you
picked up the receiver, attached
to'a cord from the phone on the
wall. You held it to your ear,
and cranked vigorously, and
“central” would answer. Then
you would yell into the phone on
the wall “Esther get me Lindsay
Caudill’s house”. (Esther Elling-
ton was one of the early switch-
board operators.) Some would
just use a first name - nobody
ever used telephone numbers.
However, Ed Maggard’s phone
number was #1, and Calvert’s
Garage and Taxi Service was #2.
('l bet they never forgot their
phone number).

ed on

Connected to other commu-
_nities

" Looking for ways to expand

his communications empire, he
purchased the Big Sandy, Farm-
ers, and Salt Lick telephone
companies. Then he consolidat-
ed the companies into a public
service company. The Morehead
Telephone Company was then

able to provide much better ser-

vice, not only to Morehead, but
to these regions of Kentucky.

" In 1925 Mr. Maggard sold the
Morehead Phone Company to a
Mr. Brown, who sold it to a Mr.
White, who then sold it to a Mr.
Sparks. Mr. Sparks later sold
otit to the Kentucky Telephone
Company, which became the

General Telephone Company.

" Another famous first for
Morehead’s Ed Maggard was the
gramophone. He was credited
with being the first to demon-
strate this ‘dﬁvice in l\éllc:rghead.

The gramophone was the inven-
giron %!i: Thgmas Edison which
reproduced music or sound or a
wax disk). It was at the July
4th, 1920 celebration on the
Courthouse lawn Ed demon-
strated the gramophone music
from a wax disk. he cranked up
the old music box and presenteé
a concert. The “canned concert
was a great success as Morehea-
dians marveled at music from a
box, even though a live band

also performed.

Moreheads “Mr. Cool”
Another famous first for Mr.

Maggard was helping to cool

Morehead. No, air conditioning

had not yet been invgnted, but

the process of freezing water
into ice had, and Ed brought it
to Morehead.

~ In 1920, Mr. Maggard estab-

lished the Morehead Ice and

B i s O ampany: (Phone 1),

side. If you wanted ice you stuck
the card in your window with
the 25 or 50 showing how many
pounds you wanted.

“0ld Dobbin” aids ice deliv-
i ery

Delivery was made from a
wagon pulled by a team of
mules. The wagon was filled
with sawdust, and the ice placed
in the sawdust and covered with
a heavy wet tarpaulin for insu-
lation. Wallace Fannin would
then drive the ice route deliver-
ing ice to homes and businesses.
He carried the ice from the wag-
on to the delivery point with
large ice tongs. The ice was car-
ried all the way to the wooden

ice boxes of customers.

Wallace Fannin kind to kids
:Years later (in the mid-

1920’s) J. Wallace Fannin was

still delivering ice in the mule

drawn wagon. But this writer’s

family did not ever have a wood-
en ice box - we could not afford
ice. We kept our milk and butter
in a water tight bucket hanging
submerged in the well in our
yard. Both on hot summer days,
as Wallace made his rounds in
the ice wagon all the neighbor-
hood children would surround
the wagon, some riding on the
rear “tongue” of the wagon

“mooching” small chips of ice.
Wallace would always run us off
- but only after we had grabbed
a lar%:a chunk of ice to cool us off
on a hot day. Years later, I real-
ized that Wallace deliberately
left some large chunks, and gave
us time to get them before he
would run us off. Eating ice
from the back of the old ice wag-

_on remains a Morehead Memo-

ry, as well as the early phone

_service when we were on a first

name basis with central (opera-
tor).

0

D -16

g ’ y

Roy Switzer of Frieda’s Antiques demonstrates an ¢ :r
telephone, similar to ones used by early Morehead ri;,

dents when they were first connected in 1919. or, é’;‘f”

5,
20,
Ve



the way 1nto these Kentuck
hills thanks to Ed Maggard. i

Moreheadians connected to

each other by “Central”

. In 1919 Mr. Maggard estab-
lished the Morehead Telephone
Company and began stringing
telephone lines on the electric
poles he owned throughout the
city. (A master stroke of genius)
The switchboard was located on
the second floor of a building on
Main Street. That’s where the
telephone operator, or “central”
was located. She was called
“central” if you didn’t know her
name. (But most everyone knew
heri 1flame.)”

was an exciting time in
Morehead as the cruge phones
were hung upon the walls of
Morehead homes. I say homes,
because businesses had not yet
seen a need for such a device.
(They preferred personal con-
tact). If you wanted to make a
q_all, the procedure was, you
picked up the receiver, attached
to‘a cord from the phone on the
wall. You held it to your ear,
and cranked vigorously, and
“central” would answer. Then
you would yell into the phone on
the wall “Esther get me Lindsay
Caudill’s house”. (Esther Elling-
ton was one of the early switch-
board operators.) Some would
Just use a first name - nobody
ever used telephone numbers.
However, Ed Maggard’s phone
number was #1, and Calvert’s
Garage and Taxi Service was #2.
(I'll bet they never forgot their
phone number).

Connected to other commu-
nities

. Looking for ways to expand
his communications empire, he
purchased the Big Sandy, Farm-
ers, and Salt Lick' telephone
companies. Then he consolidat-
ed the companies into a public
service company. The Morehead
Telephone Company was then
able to provide much better ser-

vice, not only to Morehead, but

to these regions of Kentucky.

- In 1925 Mr. Maggard sold the
Morehead Phone Company to a
Mr. Brown, who sold it to a Mr.
White, who then sold it to a Mr.
Sparks. Mr. Sparks later sold
out to the Kentucky Telephone
Company, which became the

General Telephone Company.
:*Another famous first for
Morehead’s Ed Maggard was the
gramophone. He was credited
with being the first to demon-
strate this device in Morehead.
(The gramophone was the inven-
tion of Thomas Edison which
reproduced music or sound or a
wax disk). It was at the July
4th, 1920 celebration on the
Courthouse lawn Ed demon-
strated the gramophone music
from a wax disk. he cranked up
the old music box and presented
a concert. The “canned concert”
was a great success as Morehea-
dians marveled at music from a
box, even though a live band
also performed.
Moreheads “Mr. Cool”
Another famous first for Mr.

Maggard was helping to cool
Morehead. No, air conditioning
had not yet been invented, but
the process of freezing water
into ice had, and Ed brought it
to Morehead.

~ In 1920, Mr. Maggard estab-
lished the Morehead Ice and
Bottling Company. (Phone 71).
I’'m not sure what they were bot-
tling but the business was locat-
ed on the East end of Railroad
Street. The ice was frozen from
pure healthy water (as stated in
their advertisements). It was
frozen in 100 pound blocks, then
it-was stored in an ice house
with thick walls heavily insulat-
‘ed with sawdust. Before the ice
was sold it was chipped with a
sharp ice pick into 50 and 25
pound blocks then it was ready
-for sale. (There was a real art to
+chipping the ice without losing
- small chunks).

. Home ice delivery comes to
. Morehead
Mr. Maggard’s partner and

. early ice company manager was
: C.B. Daugherty, who would lat-
. er become successful as a stock-
. holder in the Citizens Bank.
* (C.B. Daugherty) Branch Bank
“in Trademore Shopping Center).

Later, young J. Wallace Fannin
- was employed as the delivery
- man. Delivery was made to the
. homes in Morehead on a regular
. basis. Each customer was given
. a card with a large 25 printed on

one side, and 50 on the reverse

ks
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“Morehead’s Utility Man’

By Jack D. Ellis
In baseball there is usually a
. utility man. This is a man who
can perform well at several dif-
ferent positions. Mr. Maggard
was such a man. He was the
Utility Man for many Morehead
utilities. He performed well at
every position.
Water and Gas come to
Morehead
In the 1922 general election,
the city of Morehead voted to
put water in Morehead. In 1924
twenty five thousand dollars in
bonds were sold to install water
lines in Morehead homes. A dam
was erected on Triplett Creek
and Morehead built its first
water treatment plant. Norman
Wells had the contract to lay the
first water lines to the homes
and businesses. In the early
1930s natural gas was brought
to Morehead by the L.C. Young
Company. the first gas fields to
supply the city were located on
Long Hungry, about six miles
west of Morehead. During these
early days there was weak
water pressure and low gas
pressure. Moreheadians shiv-
ered in the winter time and had
trouble getting water pressure.
Then Mayor Noah Kennard
(Morehead’s last Lamplighter)
called upon the man who had
ended his lamplighting job by
bringing electricity to Morehead
many years go, to help. He
appointed an elderly Ed Mag-
gard as water and gas commis-
sioner with the assignment to
remedy the situation. Ed located
another large gas field toward
Lewis County and piped the
needed gas to Morehead. This
move helped meet the demand
for more gas until the giant Ten-
nessee Gas Transmission lines
came to Morehead in the 1940s.

Mr. Maggard the Daniel
. Boone of industry

Water pressure was improved
under Maggard’s supervision by
installing new pumps, building
a new water tower and locating
leaks. Whenever, and wherever
there was a problem with any of
Morehead’s utility services, Mr.
Maggard was the “trouble-shoot-
er” they called. He could usually
locate and solve the problem.

Mr. Maggard might be called
the Daniel Boone of his day.

Daniel would discover new terri-
tory, settle it, and move on. This
seemed to be Ed’s major formu-
la. He would move into a new
business territory, establish it,
and move on to new territory.
Building business and build-
ings

In his later years, Mr. Mag-
gard was involved in many busi-
ness ventures. He was one of the
men who established the citi-
zens Bank. He was one of the
owners of the Consolidated
Hardware Company (phone 92)
located on Main Street. Also, he
went into the construction busi-
ness and built many fine homes
and businesses in Morehead.

The last building he built was
on Main Street was where the
McBrayer Furniture Store was
located. When Mr. Maggard
decided to build, his intention

was to join his building with the
Peoples Bank building next door
and completely cover his lot.
C.P. Caudill, president of the
Peoples Bank offered him
$1,000 if he would leave a five
foot easement between the
buildings. Mr. Maggard agreed,
and since the total cost to con-
struct his building was eleven
hundred dollars the building
only cost him $100. ’'m sure the
rent he collected from Mr.
McBrayer paid for the ‘building
several thousand times.

Mr. Elisha Edward Maggard
was a major force in bringing
Morehead from a small town
without utility services, to a
thriving community with all
utilities and services. he was
recognized by many of his con-
temporaries as a “mechanical
and electrical genus”, and as a
“real asset to Morehead”.
Although the Bible tells us that
“A Prophet is not without honor,
except in his own land,” Ed was
honored and respected in his
own land.

Dying in Morehead better

than living in Arizona

He had a deep love for More-
head, and devoted his life to
enhance its growth. As he grew
older his health began to fail,
and his doctor told
wanted to live he would have to
move to Arizona. After several
agonizing days of decision, Ed
packed up and boarded the train

im that if

for Arizona. One cold, snowy day
less than a month later, this
writer saw him in the Post
Office. I was surprised to see
him and said: “Ed, I thought the
doctor told you to move to Ari-
zona if you wanted to live?” He
said: “I’d rather die in Morehead
than live in Arizona”. Yes, Mr.
Maggard loved Morehead, and
in less than three months he
was dead. (March 1, 1948). But
he should remain a Morehead
Memory because of his Famous
Firsts:

(1) Established electrical ser-
vice in Morehead.

(2) Established first viable
movie house in Morehead.

(8) Established telephone ser-
vice in Morehead.

(4) Established first factory in
Morehead (Cosmograph). f

(5) Established first ice plant ‘
in Morehead. ‘

(6) Demonstrated first Victro- |
la in Morehead.

(7) Helped to establish viable |
gas and water service here. ’

(8) Also, successful builder
and businessman. “

(9) Helped establish Citizens
Bank.

(10) Although he did not own
the first car in Morehead (Sam
Bradley was given that honor),
he went to Lexington with him
to buy the car, (a chain drive
Ford). Ed drove the car back for
Sam since he had not yet
learned to drive. When they
came to the Licking River at
Farmers, they had to wait over
night for the water to recede so
they could ford Licking River.
As they traveled through Farm-
ers and Morehead they attract-
ed a large crowd.

(11) ]%d Maggard did own the
first Model T Ford car in More-
head. He was probably the first
man in Rowan County to wreck
his car. It was on a trip out in
the country, and he was driving
his Model T too fast, and hit a
large rock in the road, lost con-
trol, and turned the car com-
pletely over one revolution and
landed right-side-up. A farmer
that witnessed the accident
came running over to see if Ed

was hurt. He was not injured, in
fact he was sitting behind the
wheel and still had his hat on
and his cigar was still in his
mouth.

About the
author

'Ed Maggard with the first Model T Ford in Morehead in
11910. ‘

s
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; By Jack D. Ellis ¢

‘(Editor’s Note: This is one in
a 'series of articles about local
history entitled Morehead Mem-
ories: People and Places. The
‘articles deal with those business
and professional people that
helped Morehead grow and pros-

per.)

“Do not go where the path
may lead — Go instead where
there is no path . . . and leave a
trail.” (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Thomas Edison invents

. movie projector

“The idea of moving pictures
has long been a dream of
mankind. But it wasn’t until
1889 when Thomas Edison and
George Eastman designed their
celluloid strips that it became a
reality.

‘Even then, watching moving

' images was done on an individ-
ual basis, and involved great
exertion. The viewer was
required to turn a heavy crank
on a primitive private appliance
in order to watch short frames
on'small screens.

In 1891 Edison invented the
movie camera, and then in 1898
he'developed the Kinetoscope.
These inventions formed the

basis for filming and projecting
moving images on a white sur-
face.

But Edison’s silent projector
left much to be desired, because
the films were constantly flut-
tering and flickering which was
irritating to the viewer. But in
any event movie houses were
born. ;

Early Morehead
movie houses

The Rowan County News’
Centennial Edition reports that
in 1904 the first movie house in
Morehead was located on Trum-
bo Avenue, and was in a two-
story building called “The Nick-
elodeum.” It was owned by Mil-
lard Stevens and for a nickel
you could see a silent movie as it
was projected on a sheet. These
movies were either westerns or
mystery films, with diabolical
plots where the hero rescues the
heroine at the last minute from
in front of the approaching
train.

Another Morehead movie
house that did not last long was
at the corner of what is now
South Wilson Avenue and First
Street where the Morehead Util-
ity Plant Board offices are now

located. It was owned by John
Wall and closed in 1908.
Morene Adkins enjoyed
early movies
Elisha Edward Maggard,
local businessman and highly
respected inventor, was con-
vinced that this primitive inven-
tion of moving images had a
future. So undaunted by two
previous Morehead movie house
failures he opened his own
movie house in 1909, called the
Nickelodeon. :
For a nickel you could see a
movie and listen to Elizabeth
Young as she accompanied the
movie on the piano. The crescen-

do increased on the piano as the
drama increased on the screen.
(Also, when it rained on the ti
roof of the building, she would
start playing “Showers of Bless-
ings.”) Moreheadians flocked to
see the movies and hear the
music. \
They did this in spite of the
fact that the city council enacted
a law making it illegal for young
boys to walk the streets of More-
head shouting the name of the

movie playing that night. (This |

was Ed’s method of advertising
his movies). ‘
But Ed became dissatisfied

with the quality of the image
being projected (it constantly
flickered), and the dependability
of the projector, (it constantly
broke down). So Morehead’s
mechanical movie man believed

he eould improve upon Thomas
Edison’s movie projector.
Undaunted by the reputation of
the great Mr. Edison he began
blazing a new trail (a la Mr.
Ralph Waldo Emerson) “Go not
where the path may lead, but go
instead where there is no path
and leave a trail.”

Ed Maggard improves upon
~ Edison’s invention

| Entrepreneur Ed decided one

of the problems with the projec-
tor was it had too many moving
parts. He theorized that if he
could simplify the machine by
reducing the number of moving
parts he would have a more
r%ractical dependable machine.
He was determined to improve
‘upon the eminent Thomas Edi-
‘son, who had invented the movie
" projector.
I Soin reality he was deter-
! mined “to build a better mouse-
| trap”, and the world did beat a
t path to his door. In 1913 after
% receiving a patent for his inven-
tion, Mr. Maggard formed More-
head’s largest enterprise to date.
He then secured sufficient
financial backing for a factory to
produce movie projectors.

It was called the Maggard-
Bradley Company. Incorporators
were E.E. Maggard, S.M.
Bradley, B.S. Wilson, J.B. Peers,
and A.M. Beatty. (Mr. Beatty of
Denver, Colo., was formerly
with the Thomas Edison Compa-
ny.) The company was incorpo-
rated at $250,000, a fortune for
that time, and Mr. Beatty was
appointed national sales manag-
er.

Cosmograph company
commences

The Maggard-Bradley Cosmo-
graph built Morehead’s first fac-
tory on the corner of Railroad
Street (now First Street), and
Trumbo Avenue. It was con-
structed of native bluestone, and
began production Sept. 13, 1913.
(Maybe this would explain the
ill fate that would come to this
company.) Fifty men were
employed, with the production
capacity of 50 to 100 machines
per day.

National and international
markets
The company opened offices

vat 95 Liberty Street, New York;

N.Y. Also, offices were opened in
Chicago, Illinois, and Denver,
Colo., and a national sales and
publicity campaign began. The
machine was advertised nation-
ally as follows:

The Perfect Proijector

“This machine is the most
simple in the world to operate as
a simple part performs the work
of three of the most important
parts as employed by all other
projectors, namely, the cam
shutter, and fly wheel. Also, the
picture thrown by the machine
is clearer and uncluttered.”

A better mousetrap had been
built; and national sales were
brisk. Soon the “Perfect Projec-
tor” was being sold internation-
ally. No less than the Czar of
Russia ordered several hundred

to be used in Russia to help to
educate the masses. (I don’t
know where the film was pro-
duced to do this). But the ship-
ment was made, and a represen-
tative of the Czar was sent over
with the money. In the mean-
time the Czar was overthrown,
and his family was killed. (I just
read in the paper that after 80
years, the Czar and his family
had been given a proper burial).

End of the
“Perfect Projector”

The envoy never showed up
with the money, therefore More-
head’s largest enterprise to date
— The Maggard-Bradley Cosmo-
graph Company — suffered a
devastating financial loss. In
1919 the business was sold to
the World Eye Company at
Cleveland, Ohio, dismantled and
moved to Ohio. So after six
years of operation, Morehead’s
first manufacturing plant went
out of business, but this was not
the end of E.E. Maggard.

More memories about Mr.
Maggard’s contributions to the

k-
w

Dr. Steve Young, MSU professor, demonstrates a cosmo.

growth and development of the
city of Morehead will come in
later issues.

About the

author

Dr. Jack D. Ellis of Morehead
serves on the State Archives and
Records Commission.

He was first appointed b
Gov. Louie Nunn in 1968 and
has servad continuously, excepf
for two years under Gov. Wal
lace Wilkinson.

The commission has the
responsibility for the preserva
tion, organization and distribu
tion of all documents generated
by the state, county and loca
government agencies.

Jack Ellis




ratea at $<0U,000, a fortune ior
that time, and Mr. Beatty was
appointed national sales manag-
er.

Cosmograph company
commences

The Maggard-Bradley Cosmo-
graph built Morehead’s first fac-
tory on the corner of Railroad
Street (now First Street), and
Trumbo Avenue. It was con-
structed of native bluestone, and
began production Sept. 13, 1913.
(Maybe this would explain the
ill fate that would come to this
company.) Fifty men were
employed, with the production
capacity of 50 to 100 machines
per day.

National and international
markets
The company opened offices

~at 95 Liberty. Street, New.York,

N.Y. Also, offices were opened'in
Chicago, Illinois, and Denver,
Colo., and a national sales and
publicity campaign began. The
machine was advertised nation-
ally as follows:

: Dr. Steve Young, MSU professor demonstfates a cosmo-
“Ui};eslt):;fg;trgrg']]ztogah be graph projector manufactured in Morehead in 1915. The
attached to any ordina’ry lamp late Dr. Norman Tant, MSU professor, restored the projec-

socket.” tor.

o o 4
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'0 was the Cosmograph Company which made motion picture projectors sold throughout the
ed the company. Photographer Norman Tant located an old Cosmograph, cleaned it up and it
ers the company received was from Russia. This is a picture of the employees shortly before
provements made by eastern manufacturers. Seated from left: Bill Curtis, Russell Clayton,
Sill Thurber, Lonnie Porter, Charlie Caudill, Reb Bradley, Charlie Jones, Sam Caudill, Sam
dan, August Rahm, next three unidentified, Wayne Vinton, unidentified, Mr. Robinson,
:ntiss Boyd, Freddie DeBord, unidentified, Augustine DeBorde, Oscar Hall, Fred Wheeler,
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Let There Be
Light

| By Jack Ellis

| (Editor’s Note: This is one in
a series of articles about local
history entitled Morehead Mem-
ories: People and Places. The
articles deal with those business
land professional people that
" helped Morehead grow and pros-
per.)

This writer has written much
about the darkness that pre-
vailed over Morehead in the ear-
ly years. (Spiritual Darkness).
But this is the account of the
man who literally brought More-
head out of the darkness.

Local legend looms large

He was one of Morehead’s
early pioneers in business,
industry, and utilities. Although
he was not a large man, his ear-
ly contributions in all of these
areas looms large over the local
landscape. He was responsible
for bringing the mysterious
magic of electricity to Morehead.

Early entrepreneur arrives
in Morehead

His name was E.E. Maggard,
and everyone called him Ed, but
geally the E.E. could have meant
“Early Entrepreneur.” He was
born in Elliott County in 1879
and moved to Morehead in 1903,
because of the influence of War-
ren M. Alderson, who had exten-
sive real estate holdings in
Rowan and Elliott counties.
Colonel Alderson, a prominent
pioneer businessman in More-
head, (this writer’s great-great
grandfather) had just sold 50

acres to the Morehead Normal

School for $250. \

He had also sold some of his

other real estate holdings and
due to poor health moved to
Elliott Bounty where he lived
with a daughter. There he
became friends with young Ed
Maggard and encouraged him to
move to Morehead where there
was greater opportunity.

In 1903, Morehead had no
paved streets, utilities, or city
services. There were a few “coal
0il” (kerosene) street lights that
flickered faintly on Morehead’s
Main Street. The last local

lamplighter in Morehead was
Noah Kennard.

As a young man, Noah was a
deadlg'I shot with a rifle or shot-
gun. He would put on local exhi-
bitions of his skill with a rifle by
hitting marbles as fast as you

tossed them into the air. Noah
- later served as Morehead Mayor

for many years. But he was

‘proud that he was the last local

lamplighter and that Ed Mag-
gard Eut him out of a job.

E.E. Maggard was a man of
vision. He had visited some of
the surrounding cities and liter-
ally “had seen the light,” by rec-
ognizing the importance of
Thomas Edison’s invention. He
was determined to transform
Morehead’s dim coal oil illumi-
nated streets into a new bright
way. He also wanted to better
illuminate Morehead’s homes,

schools and businesses. So after
a few months in Morehead Ed
formed the original Morehead

Light Company. .
The Morehead Light company
was founded in 1903 by E.E.
Maggard, J.M.Carey, C.A.Proc-
tor, F.E. Webster, and W.F.
Davidson. They began construc-
tion of lines and power plant
immediately (without any gov-
ernment regulations). The first
power plant was constructed
about where the old dam is on
Triplett Creek, as you go ovez%.to
the City Park. i
In a few months electrie%ty
was ready to be turned on in the
village of Morehead. §

Most residents were excited,
but many were afraid of this
new invention of lights from
line. But nevertheless, electri
ty came to Morehead in 190
There were of course no mete;
to measure the amount of elec-
tricity a customer used. The

- power was turned on for only

five hours each evening (from 5
to 10 p.m.)

Cost was determined by the
number of light bulbs in the
building. The charge was .50 per
50 watt light bulb per month.
(Notice there were no electrical
outlets at this time). Later as
electrical outlets were added
there were additional charges
}Jat:ed upon the number of out-
ets.

1906. But Morehead residents
had “seen the light” and were
determined not to live with coal
oil light anymore. Therefore, the
city of Morehead rebuilt the

power plant and leased it to Ed |

Maggard, and he managed the
operation until 1925.
During this time tragedy

. struck the Maggard family. It

happened one evening during an

electrical storm, because the |

power went off as it often hap-
pened. Of course if the power
went out anytime except

between 5-10 p.m. in the !

evening nobody noticed.

_ But when it went out during |
the time that people were sup- |
posed to receive electricity many |
people would pound on Ed’s

door. (No phones yet).

One evening about dusk the |
power went out and Ed sent his |

only son (who worked for him) to

restore the power. Tragically |
Ed’s son accidentally came in |
contact with a bare high tension |

line and was electrocuted. Ed,

had to be the one to turn the |

gower off and get his son’s badly
urned body down from the pole.
Of course he was profoundly
affected because the thing he
had created had destroyed his
only son. (He had one daughter,
Hildreth, who died in a local
nursing home in 1998). Ed
believed in the importance of his
work and he continued to man-

age the Morehead Light Compa- .

ny until 1925 when it was sold

‘to Barrett Waters and Associ-

ates from Augusta. It was later
sold to the Kentucky Power com-
pany who later became Ken-
tucky Utilities Company.

A new power plant was built
in 1925 about where the “Olde
Towne Park” is now located.
(There was a small dam across
Triplett Creek there.) It sup-
plied electricity to Morehead
and part of Rowan County until
the mighty Dix River Dam was
completed in the 1930s.

Then the Morehead Plant
was used only as a supplemen-

The Morehead Light Compa- |
ny Power Plant burned down in

tary emergency power source. It
was torn down in the 1960s. Let
rural Rowan Countians remem-
ber Roosevelt and the Rural
Electrification Act of the 1930s
for their electricity. (My grand-
father did not get electricity on
his farm in Rowan County until
1945).

But a “light” Morehead Mem-
ory should be of Ed Maggard
who believed it was “better to
light a candle (bulb) than to
curse the darkness”. He was one
who punched holes in the dark-
ness of Morehead. He should be
a Morehead Memory when we
turn on our lights tonight.

/



PAGE A-14

THE MOREHEAD NEWS—MOREHEAD, KY

FRIDAY MORNING, JULY 31, 1998

Morehead Memories (people and places)

; By Jack D. Ellis
- (Editor’s Note: This is one in
a series of articles about local
history entitled Morehead Mem-
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. and professional people that
helped Morehead grow and pros-
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© “Do not go where the path
may lead — Go instead where
there is no path . . . and leave a
trail.” (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Thomas Edison invents

' movie projector

The idea of moving pictures
has long been a dream of
mankind. But it wasn’t until
1889 when Thomas Edison and
George Eastman designed their
celluloid strips that it became a
reality.

i Even then, watching moving
images was done on an individ-
ual basis, and involved great
exertion. The viewer was
required to turn a heavy crank
on a primitive private appliance
in, order to watch short frame
on small screens. '

In 1891 Edison invented the
movie camera, and then in 1898
he developed the Kinetoscope.
These inventions formed the

basis for filming and projecting
moving images on a white sur-
face.

But Edison’s silent projector
left much to be desired, because
the films were constantly flut-
tering and flickering which was
irritating to the viewer. But in
any event movie houses were
born.

Early Morehead
movie houses

The Rowan County News’
Centennial Edition reports that
in 1904 the first movie house in
Morehead was located on Trum-
bo Avenue, and was in a two-
story building called “The Nick-
elodeum.” It was owned by Mil-
lard Stevens and for a nickel
you could see a silent movie as it
was projected on a sheet. These
movies were either westerns or
mystery films, with diabolical
plots where the hero rescues the
heroine at the last minute from
in front of the approaching
train.

Another Morehead movie
house that did not last long was
at the corner of what is now
South Wilson Avenue and First
Street where the Morehead Util-
ity Plant Board offices are now

- drama increased on the screen,

located. It was owned by John
Wall and closed in 1908.
Morene Adkins enjoyed
early movies
Elisha Edward Maggard,
local businessman and highly
respected inventor, was con-
vinced that this primitive inven-
tion of moving images had a

future. So undaunted by two

previous Morehead movie house
failures he opened his own
movie house in 1909, called the
Nickelodeon. 3

For a nickel you could see a
movie and listen to Elizabeth
Young as she accompanied the
movie on the piano. The crescen-

do increased on the piano as the

(Also, when it rained on the tin
roof of the building, she would
start playing “Showers of Bless-

ings.”) Moreheadians flocked toql,
see the movies and hear the
music. ‘}'
They did this in spite of th
fact that the city council enacted
a law making it illegal for young
boys to walk the streets of More-
head shouting the name of the
movie playing that night. (This
was Ed’s method of advertising
his movies). ‘
But Ed became dissatisfied

with the quality of the image
being projected (it constantly
flickered), and the dependability
of the projector, (it constantly
broke down). So Morehead’s
mechanical movie man believed

he could improve upon Thomas
Edison’s movie
Undaunted by the reputation of
the great Mr. Edison he began
blazing a new trail (a la Mr.
Ralph Waldo Emerson) “Go not
where the path may lead, but go
instead where there is no path
and leave a trail.”

Ed Maggard improves upon
Edison’s invention

Entrepreneur Ed decided one
of the problems with the projec-
tor was it had too many moving
parts. He theorized that if he
could simplify the machine by
reducing the number of moving
parts he would have a more
practical dependable machine.
He was determined to improve
upon the eminent Thomas Edi-
son, who had invented the movie

. projector.

So in reality he was deter-
mined “to build a better mouse-

. trap”, and the world did beat a

path to his door. In 1913 after
receiving a patent for his inven-

‘' tion, Mr. Maggard formed More-

head’s largest enterprise to date.
He then secured sufficient
financial backing for a factory to
produce movie projectors.

It was called the Maggard-
Bradley Company. Incorporators
were E.E. Maggard, S.M.

| Bradley, B.S. Wilson, J.B. Peers,

| and A.M. Beatty. (Mr. Beatty of

Denver, Colo., was formerly

| with the Thomas Edison Compa-

ny.) The company was incorpo-
rated at $250,000, a fortune for
that time, and Mr. Beatty was

' appointed national sales manag-

er.

Cosmograph company
commences
The Maggard-Bradley Cosmo-

| graph built Morehead’s first fac-

tory on the corner of Railroad
Street (now First Street), and
Trumbo Avenue. It was con-
structed of native bluestone, and
began production Sept. 13, 1913.
(Maybe this would explain the
ill fate that would come to this
company.) Fifty men were
employed, with the production
capacity of 50 to 100 machines
per day.
National and international
markets
The company opened offices

at 95 Liberty Street, New Yori(,
N.Y. Also, offices were opened in

projector. -

“This machine is the most
simple in the world to operate as
a simple part performs the work
of three of the most important
parts as employed by all other
projectors, namely, the cam
shutter, and fly wheel. Also, the
picture thrown by the machine
is clearer and uncluttered.”

A better mousetrap had been
built; and national sales were
brisk. Soon the “Perfect Projec-
tor” was being sold internation-
ally. No less than the Czar of
Russia ordered several hundred

to be used in Russia to help to
educate the masses. (I don’t
know where the film was pro-
duced to do this). But the ship-
ment was made, and a represen-
tative of the Czar was sent over
with the money. In the mean-
time the Czar was overthrown,
and his family was killed. (I just
read in the paper that after 80
years, the Czar and his family
had been given a proper burial).

End of the
“Perfect Projector”

The envoy never showed up
with the money, therefore More-
head’s largest enterprise to date
— The Maggard-Bradley Cosmo-
graph Company — suffered a
devastating financial loss. In
1919 the business was sold to
the World Eye Company at
Cleveland, Ohio, dismantled and
moved to Ohio. So after six
years of operation, Morehead’s
first manufacturing plant went
out of business, but this was not
the end of E.E. Maggard.

More memories about Mr.
Maggard’s contributions to the

-

growth and development of the
city of Morehead will come in
later issues.
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