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Ellis awarded for contribution to Kentucky libraries 
< 

By SHAYLA donated to the Rowan Inc., Ashland Inc., 
MENVILLE County Public Li- and Dan Groneck and 
The Morehead News brary. ' the U.S. Bank North-

The William H. 
Natcher award is 
given by the Ken­
tucky Library Associ­
ation to an individual, 
organization, or cor­
poration that has 
made a significant 
ph~lanthropic contri­
bution to Kentucky 
Libraries. 

"I'm just so proud ern Kentucky Team. 
and honored to be Helen Williams, di-
among the others _ rector of Rowan 
awarded," said Ellis. County Public Li-
"I look at the list and brary, nominated Ellis 
am blown away by for the recognition. In 
the contributions oth- her nomination letter 
ers have been selected she outlined many 
for. I'm so thankful reasons why Ellis was 
for this recognition." deserving. 

Others who have re- "The hundreds of 
ceived the award in- files and audiovisual 
elude; Lucille Caudill formats, include pho-
Little, William T. tographs, clippings, 

Dr. Jack Ellis was 
recently recognized as 
one of those individu­
als for his extensive 
collection, which he 

Young Sr., Toyota articles, announce- Lisa Rice, president of the Kentucky Library 
See ELLIS on A-B Association, presented the William H. 

Motor Manufacturing 
of North America, Natcher award to Dr. Jack Ellis. 
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ments, and numerous 
other historical pieces. 
This collection is even 
more valuable because 
most of the people and 
places are identified," 
said Williams. "He be­
lieved the materials 
belonged at the Rowan 
County Public Library 
where they would be 
accessible to all the cit­
izens of the county." 

Eventually, even 
more of Ellis' collection 
will be available and to 
more because of the li­
braries efforts to digi­
tize all or most of the 
collection. In addition 
to the vast donation of 
historical documents, 
Ellis donated monies to 
the efforts of transfer­
ring the documents to 
digital format. 

Ellis said Williams' 
nomination meant 

even more to him be­
cause he has known 
'her for a long time. 

"She is one of my 
'children' in this proffe­
sion and I am so proud 
of all she has done for 
the Rowan County 
Public Library," said 
Ellis. "I hired her as a 
typist right out of high 
school and after trying 
many times convinced 
her to take some 
classes, she works so 
hard every day for the 
community and for li­
braries." 

Ellis said he thinks 
one of the most signifi­
cant pieces of his col­
lection for Kentuckians 
is an article written 
about President Abra­
ham Lincoln by a man 
that knew him person­
ally. The collection top­
ics are many. 

From fires, feuds and 
floods, to agriculture, 
airplanes and atto_r­
neys, Ellis' donation 
covers the history of 
Rowan County and 
eastern Kentucky. 
There is information 
about businesses, 
churches, fairs, organi­
zations and the history 
of Morehead State Uni­
versity. It also includes 
information on spf)cific 
persons and families. 
Poetry, theatre, 
movies, moonshine and 
the Kentucky Educa­
tion Television are all 
included in the vast 
collection. 

"Dr. Jack D. Ellis has 
spent most of his life 
collecting and compil­
ing information about 
Morehead and Rowan 
County," said Williams. 
"He has given the peo-

pie of Rowan County a 
gift that will be treas­
ured for generations to 
come." 

Ellis accepted the 
William H. Natcher 
award at the Galt 
House in Louisville 
with family and 
friends. 

"It meant even more 
to me to have my son 
and grandson with me 
there," said Ellis. 

Ellis has been a 
member of the Ameri­
can Library Associa­
tion for 60 years and 
received a standing 
ovation as he accepted 
his award. 

Shayla Menville can 
be reached at 
smenville@themore­
headnews.com or by 
telephone at 784-4116. 

- -
Dr. Jack Ellis received a standing oyation as 
he accepted the William H. Natcher award 
from the Kentucky Library Association for 
his donation of historical documents t o the 
Rowan County Public Library. , 
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KLA Library Awareness Committee 
ATTN: Debbe Oberhausen 
C/0 Louisville Free Public Library 
301 York Street 
Louisville, KY 40203 

Rowan County Public Library 

175 Beacon Hill Drive 
Morehead, KY 40351 

July 15, 2013 

Dear Members of the KLA Library Awareness Committee, 

When the call for nominations for KLA awards came, I thought that 
I could not find the time to nominate Dr. Jack Ellis. As the deadline 
for nominations loomed, I thought, "I simply have to nominate Dr. Ellis; 
his gift to the people of Rowan County cannot be matched." 

Please consider Dr. Jack D. Ellis for the Kentucky Library Association 
2013 William H. Natcher Award. My original nomination document 

was twice the length permitted, so I have rewritten and tried to present 
the significance of the contributions of Dr. Ellis with quality rather 
than quantity of words. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this nomination. Having 
served on award nomination committees, I fully understand that you 
are performing a valuable task using precious time you can ill afford. 

Sincerely, 

Helen Williams, Director 

Attachment: Nomination Documents 
I . 

·From Toe 
Dr~~Of: 
552 .W. Sun St. .. -
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Kentuck1 Library 
Association 

Award Nomination Form 

The Kentucky Library Association supports awards to encourage and recognize high standards in 
providing library service throughout the Commonwealth. The Award Nomination Form must 
accompany any submission. Additional pages must, however, be used to support the nomination. 
A typewritten justification that includes supporting considerations must be attached. This attached 
document must be no more than 500 words in length. Descriptions, criteria, and a list of past 
recipients are available at http://www.klaonline.org/awards262.cfm 

x The William H. Natcher Award __ James A. Nelson Library Advocate 
Award 

The Lifetime Achievement Award 

__ Carol J. Parris Mentoring Award 
__ Kentucky Intellectual Freedom Award 

NOMINATOR Contact Information 

Name Helen Williams Phone 6 0 6 - 2 0 7 - 4 3 5 2 

Library Rowan County Pu.bl ic Library 

Address 175 Beacon Hill Drive. Morehead. KY 40351 

Email hwilliams@rowancountylibrary.org 

NOMINATION Contact Information 
Name Dr. Jack D. Ellis Phone 6 0 6 - 7 8 4 - 7 4 7 3 

Library ____________________________ _ 

Address 552 West Sun Street, Morehead, KY 40351 

Email -----------------------

Please return all nomination forms (with accompanying documentation) to: 
KLA Library Awareness Committee 
ATTN: Debbe Oberhausen 
C/O Louisville Free Public Library 
301 York Street 
Louisville, KY 40203 
Debra. Oberhausen@)fpl.org 
FAX: 502-574-1768 

·. ftom The CottootiGA Of: 
Dr .. Jack D. Ek 
552 _w. Sun St. 

Morehead, KY 403l1 
806-784-7471 



NOMINATION of DR. JACK D. ELLIS 

for the 
KENTUCKY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

WILLIAM H. NATCHER AWARD 

Dr. Jack D. Ellis has spent most of his life collecting and compiling 

information about Morehead and Rowan County, Kentucky. Over the 

years, he has written articles and columns for The Morehead News 
about the history of Rowan County people, places, businesses, and 
historical events. In cooperation with the Jesse Stuart Foundation 

and as an independent author, he has written several books about 

Morehead and Rowan County: Morehead Memories: True Stories from 
Eastern Kentucky. Kentucky Memories: Reflections of Rowan County, 
1856-2006, A Sesqui-Centennial Edition; Patriots & Heroes: Eastern 
Kentucky Soldiers of WWII; Alpha M. Hutchinson: The Biography of a 
Man and His Community. and, Missing Christmas: My Life in the 
Depression and World War II. Dr. Thomas Clark, a close friend of Dr. 
Ellis, wrote the introductions for both Morehead Memories and 

Kentucky Memories, saying: "The history of a county in Kentucky is 

little short of being a microcosm of the state itself. Dr. Jack Ellis has 

performed for Rowan County, Morehead, and the outlying communities 
an invaluable service." 

On April 4, 2013, during a special joint meeting of the Rowan County 

Public Library Board of Trustees and the Rowan County Chamber of 

Commerce, Dr. Ellis officially donated his life's research to the Rowan 

County Public Library. The hundreds of files and audiovisual formats 

include photos, clippings, articles, announcements, and numerous 
other historical pieces. The Collection is even more valuable because 
most of the people and places are identified. 

Because of the uniqueness and significance of the materials, and 

because of the extreme interest in accessibility to the Collection, the 
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives has been contracted 

to digitize the materials for inclusion in the online catalog of the 
Rowan County Public Library. 

When Dr. Ellis decided that it was time to donate his historical 

research collection to a library, he considered the library at Morehead 
State University; the library personnel there would have liked to have 

been the recipient of this priceless collection. However, J)r. Ellis said 
that, after much thought, he believed the materials belonged f{~..Jhe Cof!.e,Jti~n Of: . b ·or.,.Jack D. Effia 

t • 55~ W. Sun St. 
t · Morehead, KY 40351 
t\ . · ~'7Q.f _"7.A'70 



KLA 2013 Natcher Award 
Dr. Jack D. Ellis Nomination 
Page 2 

Rowan County Public Library where they would be accessible to all the 

citizens of the County. 

Recognizing that additional expenditures would be involved with 
processing and housing the materials, Dr. Ellis also donated $1,000 to 

the Library. 

By donating his historical collection of research about Morehead and 
Rowan County to the Rowan County Public Library, Dr. Jack D. Ellis 
had given the people of Rowan County a gift that will be treasured for 
generations to come. I know that he would be honored to receive the 
Kentucky Public Library Association 2013 William H. Natcher Award. 

i 
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WILLIAM H. NATCHER AWARD 

The William H. Natcher Award will be given to an individual, organization, or corporation that 
has made a significant philanthropic contribution to a Kentucky library. The contribution may be 
monetary, materials, or equipment. 

The Library Awareness Committee will accept nominations for the award from Kentucky Library 
Association members. 

Nominations should be limited to an individual, organization, or corporation who has not been a 
recipient of the Award within the last ten years. 

The Library Awareness Committee will review all nominations and recommend a recipient to the 
Association's Executive Committee prior to the Board meeting before the Annual Conference. 

The Chair of the Committee will then notify the recipient of the Award to ensure their presence 
at the Awards Program. 

The Award, which will consist of a plaque from the Association, will be presented at the Awards 
Program during the Annual Conference. 

WILLIAM H. NATCHER AWARD WINNERS 

1994 William H. Natcher (posthumously) 
1995 Mary Bingham 
1996 Lucille Caudill Little 
1997 Mr. and Mrs. David A. Jones, Sr. 
1998 William T. Young, Sr. 
1999 E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation 
2000 Dominican Sisters of St. Catharine of Siena 
2001 Toyota Motor Manufacturing North America, Inc. 
2002 Robert L. Holloway 
2003 Dr. Thomas D. Clark 
2004 Carleton L. West 
2005 Ashland Inc. 
2006 Emily Hundley 
2007 Rosemary and Mark Schlachter 
2008 Harold Tomlinson 
2009 J.C. and Azalie Egnew 
2010 Dr. Paul Maddox 
2011 Dan Groneck and the U.S. Bank Northern Kentucky Team. 
2012 Jim and Darlene Johnson 
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Dr. Jack Ellis Receives Award from the 

Kentucky Library Association 
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During the Kentucky Library Association Awards Luncheon of the 2013 Kentucky Library 
Association/Kentucky Association of School Librarians Joint Conference, Dr. Jack Ellis was presented the 
William H. Natcher Award. Given annually to an individual, organization, or corporation that has made a 
significant philanthropic contribution to a Kentucky library, the award plaque was presented by KLA 
President Lisa Rice, Director of the Warren County Public Library. The KLA Library Awareness Committee 
chose to recognize Dr. Ellis based on the nomination and supporting justification documentation 
submitted by the Rowan County Public Library. The documentation stated: 

Dr. Jack D. Ellis has spent most of his life collecting and compiling information about Morehead 
and Rowan County, Kentucky. On April 4, 2013, during a special joint meeting of the Rowan County 
Public Library Board of Trustees and the Rowan County Chamber of Commerce, Dr. Ellis officially 
donated his life's research to the Rowan County Public Library. In the introduction for one of Dr. Ellis' 
books, distinguished Kentucky historian Dr. Thomas Clark wrote: "The history of a county in Kentucky is 
little short of being a microcosm of the state itself. Dr. Jack Ellis has performed for Rowan County, 
Morehead, and the outlying communities an invaluable service." By donating his historical collection of 
research about Morehead and Rowan County to the Rowan County Public Library, Dr. Jack D. Ellis has 
given the people of Rowan County a gift that will be treasured for generations to come. 

During his acceptance remarks, Dr. Ellis received a standing ovation when he informed the 
attendees that he had been a member of the American Library Association for 60 years. Former 
recipients of the Natcher Award include Mary Bingham, Lucille Caudill Little, William T. Young, Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing North America, Inc., Dr. Thomas C. Clark, and Ashland Inc. 

Joining Dr. Ellis at the Galt House for the presentation of the Natcher Award were his son, John 
Ellis; his grandson, Jason Ellis and wife Sarah; and Rowan County Public Library Director Helen Williams 
and Community Relations Coordinator Trisha Robinson. 
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President Lisa Rice, Director of the Warren County Public Library. The KLA Library Awareness Committee 
chose to recognize Dr. Ellis based on the nomination and supporting justification documentation 
submitted by the Rowan County Public Library. The documentation stated: 
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WILLIAM H. NATCHER AWARD 

The William H. Natcher Award will be given to an individual, organization, or corporation that 
has made a significant philanthropic contribution to a Kentucky library. The contribution may be 
monetary, materials, or equipment. 
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2006 Emily Hundley 
2007 Rosemary and Mark Schlachter 
2008 Harold Tomlinson 
2009 J. C. and Azalie Egnew 
2010 Dr. Paul Maddox 
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