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santians Go A#lmdfﬂiudﬁdiyl n
For Corporals Harr And Davis

PART OF CROWD—This is pari of the crowd of an estimated 2,500 that honored Rowan Couniy’s
returning priseners of war, Corporals Vernon Harr and James Clyde Davis Friday. Business
places closed for the hour’s parade and ceremony on the courthouse lawn.







Chas. Foster
Servmg On

Korean Fron

Private First Class:Charles
foster, of 'Clearfield,’ is on t
Korean front serving with t
init which seeks out .and eval
ites enermny forces facing the
“avalry Division. ~

Foster, son of Mr, and Mrs, R
5 Foster, of Star Route, Clesr
leld, Is a member of the !
Iavuhys 16th Recbnnaiqsan
~ompany. :

This mobile combat unit is t
earless outfit that probes ‘de
nto enemy territory to determi
he size and disposition of Cor
nunist troops. In doing so, it h
ompiled one of the most amas
ng records of valor in Korea.

More than once, the compal
ized. unit fought off Communi
orces twice its size.:

During the early days of tl
iorean War, the 16th Recon w
onstantly behind enemy lin¢
nd was the first UN {force
ross the 38thParallel in Octobe

) L4 . L




M/Sgt. John Fultz, Morehead,
has been awarded post humously
the first bronze oak leaf cluster
to the Bronze Star Medal with
“V" device for heroic \gchieve-
ment in Korea.

Fultz, son of Mrs. Lwla Lam-

‘bert, was formerly a member of

the 23rd Infantry’ Regiment of

‘the Second Division. He distin:

guished himself in the. hgh‘ting
near Haga-ri in March,

The citation read in part:
“When counter motar fire was

'placed In his platoon's position,

four men, including the attached
aid man, were wounded.

“Exposing himself to the hos-
tile fire, Sergeant Fultz admin-
istered emergency first aid to the
wounded men and assisted them
to safety. He continued to direct
supporting fire until he was
mortally wounded by enemy
mortar fire."
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Kentucky man’s name belongs on Richland monument

By Ron Simon p
News Journal Details

MANSFIELD — Sgt. Henry Clay McK- g ;:rzgmgm gr?‘&g:l
inney is the 23rd Richland County soldier

to join the list of Korean War casualties gluwcli'azeir?:ﬁdgistf?gd’s v&somxﬂoé
that will appear on the Korean War Monu- Cantral Park

megt ; Ceremonies begin with music and a
At first there were 21 men from the 11§t parade of flags at 2 p.m.
provided by the Ohio Adjutant General’s : BUST SR AR 3
Office. Then, after the mom;lmint. was Gl iy, =¥
completed, the name of Naw: viation (VE: ¥ . A
. Kibler made it 22. McKin- President William Woodrow says his n
e belongs on the monument.

Y o the official records say McK-"
Although the official records say -
; g - RS inney was fi-om Rowan County, Ky., Korea | Sei MEkM2R;AL,
Sgt. Henry Clay McKinney War Veterans Richland County Chapter 51 ack pag

— . ; o 3

: 10A WEATHER/CONTINUE

Memorial

From page 1A

“He was living here and work-
ing here when he went into serv-
ice,” Woodrow said. “We have
plenty of room on the monument
for more names.”

McKinney was killed Nov. 7,
1951. A member of F Compa-
ny, 2nd Battalion, Sth Regi-
mental Combat Team, he was |
killed by enemy small arms '
fire near Kwandae, North
Korea.

According to an Army report, -
McKinney, a machine gunner ;
with seven months of combat be-
hind him, led a three-man night '
patrol that was moving down a
hill when Chinese soldiers b
opened up on them from all di-
rections. One of the men was !
shot in the leg and McKinney ¢
threw the man over his shoulder
to carry him out of danger. The
wounded man survived, but
McKinney was shot in the head.

At first light, Henry’s buddies
went down the hill and recovered
hisbody. '\

His niece, Laurie Stevens of
Mansfield-Washington Road,
said he came to Mansfield after ]
World War II and lived with a sis-
ter, Gwendolyn ‘Romig at 109
Cook Road. He had worked at
Barnes Manufacturing Co. be-
fore joining the service Oct. 19,
1950.

He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Sylvan McKinney of More-
head, Ky. and is survived by four
sisters in Mansfield, Romig,
Clara Prosser of 903 Country
Club Drive, Naomi Lay of Ohio
97 near Butler and Ruth McKin-
ney of 15 W. Raleigh Avenue. A
brother, Allen McKinney of
Morehead, Ky, is in Mansfield
and plans to attend Sunday’s Ko-
rean War Monument ceremony
downtown.

Stevens said McKinney is
buried in the Brown Cemetery in -
Morehead, Ky.
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rsimon@nncogannett.com
(419) 521-7230 (



intians Go All Out Friday In
‘'or Corporals Harr And Davis

PART OF CROWD—This is pari of the crowd of an estimated 2,500 that honored Rowan Couniy’s
returning prisoners of war, Corporals Vernon Harr and James Clyde Davis Friday. Business
places closed for the hour’s parade and ceremonv on the courthouse lawn.
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Capt. William E. Barber, USMC

Recipient, Medal of Honor

A native of nearby Morgan County, Capt. Barber received our
nation's highest decoration for bravery for heroically leading his
Marine rifle company in a desperate five-day defense of a frozen
mountain pass vital to the 1st Marine Division's breakout to the sea
in December 1950 in the Chosin Reservoir campaign of the Korean
War. Fighting in sub-zero weather against overwhelming odds, he
was wounded on the first night of the action, but refused evacuation
and remained in action in command of his company. He was
presented the Medal of Honor by President Truman at the White
House on August 20, 1952.

A World War Il veteran and former paramarine, Barber earned the
Silver Star Medal and his first of two Purple Hearts as a second
lieutenant at Iwo Jima, where he disregarded his own wounds and
direct fire to rescue two wounded Marines from enemy territory. He
also received the Legion of Merit for his service in Vietnam.

Barber enrolled at what is now Morehead State University after
graduating from high school but interrupted his studies to enlist in the
Marines in 1940. He returned to MSU while on active duty and
earned a bachelor's degree in 1964. He retired from the Marine
Corps in 1970 at the rank of colonel. He died in 2002 and was
buried in Arlington National Cemetery.

00 sesra Thnm Dl 23
From he CellacBen Q. .
(Erected Veterans Day 2008) DI dmnly T (ARSI R




Dedication of

William E. Barber Memorial

Presentation of the Colors ... ....... Army ROTC Color Guard

Welcome & Introduction of Guests . . . President Wayne D. Andrews

Special Presentation . . ............... TC Maxwell Ammons
Remarks .. ... ... ... Dr. Jack Ellis
Dedication of the Memorial . ... ... Chaplain John (Pete) Hamm
Unveiling of the Memorial . ........... Invited Representatives
Response by Barber Family ... ......... Dr. George C. Barber
EOSTNE ROBTATRS. = 5 o v vaso 6 5% 8 6 50 8 ia President Andrews

Retirement of the Colors

November 10, 2008




Wednesday, November 12, 2008 ~
News
MSU Home >> News >> Headline Archives >> Barber honored

Barber honored with memorial

Morehead State University and local veterans pause

'From left: George Marsh, former Navy corpsman
who served with Barber on Iwo Jima in WWII; John
(Pete) Hamm, chaplain of Morehead American
iLegi«:m Post 126; Dr George C, Barber, nephew of |
the honoree; President Andrews; Dr. Jack Ellis, |

featured speaker; and Lt. Col. Max Ammons, MSU1
lpr-:-Fez-:s«:n' of military science.

o — Nov. 1
America’s highest award for wartime heroism.
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Morehead State University - News: News Release - Barber honored wi... http://www.moreheadstate.edu/news/release.aspx?id=41058

Wednesday, November 12, 2008 ~
News
MSU Home >> News >> Headline Archives >> Barber honored with memorial marker

Barber honored with memorial marker

Morehead State University and local veterans paused Monday,

E ]

From left: George Marsh, former Navy corpsman

who served with Barber on Iwo Jima in WWII; John|
|

(Pete) Hamm, chaplain of Morehead American
Legion Post 126; Dt George C. Barber, nephew of ;
the honoree; President Andrews; Dr Jack Ellis, ‘
featured speaker; and Lt. Col. Max Ammons, MSU |
professor of military science.

" Nov. 10, to recognize an MSU alumnus who earned
America’s highest award for wartime heroism.

A memorial marker was dedicated near the Little Bell Tower in honor of the late William E. Barber.
Barber, then a captain, received the Medal of Honor for heroically leading his Marine rifle company
in a desperate five-day defense of a frozen mountain pass vital to the 1st Marine Division's
breakout to the sea in December 1950 in the Chosin Reservoir campaign of the Korean War. He
received the medal in 1952 from President Harry Truman.

“This is a somber occasion, but it also is a cause for celebrating the heroic achievements of a brave
young Marine officer who was a graduate of Morehead State University and a native of Morgan
County,” said President Wayne D. Andrews.

A World War II veteran and former paramarine, Barber also earned the Silver Star Medal and his
first of two Purple Hearts as a second lieutenant at Iwo Jima, where he disregarded his own wounds
and direct fire to rescue two wounded Marines from enemy territory. He also received the Legion of
Merit for his service in Vietnam.

Barber enrolled at MSU after graduating from high school but interrupted his studies to enlist in the
Marines in 1940. He returned to MSU while on active duty and earned a bachelor’s degree in 1964.
He retired from the Marine Corps in 1970 at the rank of colonel. He died in 2002 and was buried in
Arlington National Cemetery. He was a brother of the late Woodrow Barber, a former MSU
professor.

From The Collection Of
Dr. Jack D. Ellis
552 W. Sun St.

Morshead, KY 40354
606-784-7473

1 of2 11/12/2008 8:13 AM



Morehead State University - News: News Release - Barber honored wi... http://www.moreheadstate.edu/news/release.aspx?id=41058

Capt. William E. Barber, USM(

. : “What more fitting tribute than to honor this man who represents all
who have served and will serve our country in the preservation of our individual freedoms and our
American way of life,” said Dr. Andrews.

A veteran of two tours of duty during the Vietnam War, Dr. Andrews closed the ceremony with a
line that honored Col. Barber along with all other veterans.

“We few, we happy few, we band of brothers...for he today that sheds his blood with me shall be
my brother.”

Participating in the dedication ceremony were Army LTC Max Ammons, MSU professor of military
science; John (Pete) Hamm, chaplain of American Legion Post No. 126 of Morehead, Dr. George
Barber, nephew of the honoree; Dr. Jack Ellis, and former Navy corpsman George Marsh of Paris,
who served with Barber on Iwo Jima.

Click here to view photos of ceremony

Posted: 11-11-08

2 nf? 111272008 R-13 AM
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BARBER, WILLIAM E.

Rank and organization: Captain U.S. Marine Corps, commanding officer, Company F, 2d

Battalion 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein.). Place and date: Chosin Reservoir

area, Korea, 28 November to 2 December 1950. Entered service at: West Liberty, Ky.§d /1 0 #1242
‘Born: 30 November 1919, Dehart, Ky. Citation: For conspicuous gallaniry and intrepidity LD,
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as commanding officer of

Company F in action against enemy aggressor forces. Assigned to defend a 3-mile

mountain pass along the division's main supply line and commanding the only route of

approach in the march from Yudam-ni to Hagaru-ri, Capt. Barber took position with his

battle-weary troops and, before nightfall, had dug in and set up a defense along the

frozen, snow-covered hillside. When a force of estimated % gimegg strength savagely

attacked during the night, inflicting heavy casualties and finally surrounding his position

following a bitterly fought 7-hour conflict, Capt. Barber, after repulsing the enemy gave

assurance that he could hold if supplied by airdrops and requested permission to stand
fast when orders were received by radio to fight his way back to a relieving force after 2
reinforcing units had been driven back under fierce resistance in their attempts to reach
the isolated troops. Aware that leaving the position would sever contact with the 8,000
marines trapped at Yudam-ni and jeopardize their chances of joining the 3,000 more
awaiting their arrival in Hagaru-ri for the continued drive to the sea, he chose to risk loss
of his command rather than sacrifice more men if the enemy seized control and forced a
renewed battle to regain the position, or abandon his many wounded who were unable to
walk. Although severely wounded in the leg in the early morning of the 29th, Capt.
Barber continued to maintain personal control, often moving up and down the lines on a
stretcher to direct the defense and consistently encouraging and inspiring his men to
supreme efforts despite the staggering opposition. Waging desperate battle throughout 5
days and 6 nightsof repeated onslaughts Taunched by the fanatical aggressors, he and his
heroic command accounted for approximately 1,000 enemy dead in this epic stand jn
biffer subzero weather, and when the company was relieved only 82 of his original 22
men were able to walk away from tmmmﬁ;l’pe%aﬁe
odds. His profound faith and courage, great personal valor, and unwavering fortitude
were decisive Tactors in the successful withdrawal of the division from the deathtrap in
the Chosin Reservoir sector and reflect the highest credit upon Capt. Barber, his intrepid
officers and men, and the U.S. Naval Service.
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The Congressional Medal Of Honor - "Bravest of the Brave" The Nations Highest Militar...

THE OFFICIAL SITE OF THE

Additional Recipients
America's Wars

The History of Medals
Other Medals

Medal Guide

Related Sites

Additional Sites of Interest
Government Sites

Relief Organizations
Military Sites

Military Support Sites

Welcome to Medal of Honor.com

The Congressional Medal Of Honor Profiles of Americas Military Heroes from the Civil War to the Present - 3,460 and counting...

The Medal of Honor, i by joint ion of Congress, 12 July 1862 (amended by Act of 9 July 1918 and Act of 25 July 1963) is awarded
in the name of Congress to a person who, while a member of the Armed Services, distingui: himself i by gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against any enemy of The United States; while engaged in military
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an amed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which The United States is not a belligerent party. The deed performed must have been one of personal bravery or self-
sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above his comrades and must have involved risk of life. Incontestable proof of the
performance of service is exacted and each recommendation for award of this decoration is considered on the standard of extraordinary merit. Full-
text Listings of Medal of Honor Citations The President, in the name of Congress, has awarded more than 3,400 Medals of Honor to our nation's
bravest Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen since the decoration's creation in 1861.

The Medal of Honor was first issued during the Civil War, and since it was the only military award for valor during that war, 1,527 medals were
awarded. By the time of the Spanish American War, there were more eamed medals available for distribution, and the Medal of Honor became the
supreme honor. During the military action in Vietnam, a much longer conflict than the Civil War, 238 medals were awarded.

Early in the Civil War, a medal for individual valor was proposed to General-in-Chief of the Army Winfield Scott. But Scott fett medals smacked of
European affectation and killed the idea.

The medal found support in the Navy, however, where it was felt recognition of courage in strife was d. Public Resolution 82, ining a
provision for a Navy medal of valor, was signed into law by President Abraham Lincoin on December 21, 1861. Them.dalwas"mbebestowod
upon such petty officers, seamen, landsmen, and Marines as shall most distinguish themselves by their gallantry and other seamanlike qualities
during the present war."

Shortly after this, a lution similar in ing was il on behalf of the Army. Signed into law July 12, 1862, the measure provided for
awarding a medal of honor “to such noncommissioned officers and privates as shall most distinguish themselves by their gallantry in action, and
other soldierfike qualities, during the present insurrection.”

Although it was created for the Civil War, Congress made the Medal of Honor a permanent decoration in 1863. 1,520 Medals were awarded during
the Civil War, 1,195 to the Army, 308 to the Navy, 17 to the Marines. 25 Medals were awarded posthumously.

For years, the citations highlighting these acts of bravery and heroism resided in dusty archives and only sporadically were printed. In 1973, the U.S.
Senate d the citati i and printed as Committee on Veterans' Affairs, U.S. Senate, Medal of Honor Recipients: 1863-1973
( ington, D.C.: G Printing Office, 1973). This book was later updated and reprinted in 1979.

The breakdown of these is a duplicate of that in the congressional compilation. Likewise, some minor misspelling and other errors are duplicated
from the official government volume. These likely were the resuit of the original transcriptions. The following is an index of the full-text files by war.

Civil War Medal of Honor Recipients
World War | Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients

Worid War |l Medal of Honor Recipients Full-Text Citations

e All Recipients

o Civil War (A-L)

@ Civil War (M-2)

® Indian War Campaigns
® Interim 1866-1870

o 1871 Korean Campaign
® |nterim 1871-1898

http://browser.grik.net/medalofhonor.com//index.htm

Page 1 of 5

10/29/2008



~ The Medal of Honor is the highest award for bravery that can be given to any individual in the
United States. In judging men and women for receipt of the medal, each service has established
its own regulations.

The idea for the Medal of Honor was born during the Civil War as men fought gallantly, often
displaying great heroism. Gen. George Washington had originated the Purple Heart in 1782 to
honor brave soldiers, sailors and marines.

From that time until the Civil War, certificates of merit and a "brevet" system of promotions were
used as military awards. The first military decoration formally authorized by the American
government as a badge of valor was the Medal of Honor for enlisted men of the Navy and Marine
Corps. It was authorized by Congress and approved by President Abraham Lincoln Dec. 21,
1861. The Medal for the Army and Voluntary Forces was authorized July 12, 1862.

The Medal is awarded "in the name of the Congress of the United States," and for this reason, it is
often called the Congressional Medal of Honor . It was only on rare occasions, however, that
Congress awarded special Medals of Honor. An executive order, signed Sept. 20, 1905, by
President Theodore Roosevelt directed that the ceremonies of award "will always be made with
formal and impressive ceremonial" and that the recipient "will, when practicable, be ordered to
Washington, D.C., and the presentation will be made by the President, as Commander-in-Chief,
or by such representative as the President may designate."

The Navy Medal of Honor is made of bronze, suspended by an anchor from a bright blue ribbon,
and is worn about the neck. The ribbon is spangled with a cluster of 13 white stars representing
the original states. Each ray of the five-pointed star contains sprays of laurel and oak and is tipped
with a trefoil. Standing in bas-relief, circled by 34 stars representing the 34 states in 1861, is
Minerva, who personifies the Union. She holds in her left hand the fasces, an ax bound in staves
of wood, which is the ancient Roman symbol of authority. With the sheaf in her right hand, she
repulses the serpents held by the crouching figure of Discord. The reverse side of the Medal is left
blank, allowing for the engraving of the recipient's name and the date and place of his or her
deed. Criteria for award

The Medal of Honor, established by joint resolution of Congress, July 12, 1862, (amended by Act
of July 9, 1918, and Act of July 25, 1963) is awarded in the name of Congress to a person, who,
while a member of the armed forces, distinguishes himself or herself conspicuously by gallantry
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action
against any enemy of the United States; while engaged in military operations involving conflict
with an opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed
conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

The deed must have been one of personal bravery or self-sacrifice, an action that conspicuously
distinguished the individual above his comrades. Incontestable proof of the performance of
service is exacted and the recommendation for award of this decoration is considered on the
standard of extraordinary merit. Eligibility is limited to members of the armed forces of the
United States in active military service.



~ Korean War Recipients [A-D] [E-K] [L-P] [R-Z]

X

Facts about the Medal of Honor during the Korean War

There were a total of 131 recipients (they are not called "winners")

Of those 94 were given posthumously

Members of all four services received the Medal: 78 to those in the Army, 42 to Marines,
seven to Navy Personnel, and four to members of the Air Force

Marines received the Navy Medal of Honor and Air Force members received the Army,
as the Air Force did not develop one of their own until 1965

Recipients by State

Korean War 2nd Infantry

History of the Korean War
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STATE UNIVERSITY®

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 202 HOWELL-MCDOWELL AD. BLDG.
MOREHEAD, KENTUCKY 40351-1689
TELEPHONE: 606-783-2022
FAX: 606-783-2216

November 6, 2008

TO: Rowan County Veterans

As a fellow veteran, it is my pleasure to invite you to attend a
special Veterans Day event on Monday, Nov. 10, at 4 p.m. at the
Little Bell Tower in the center of our campus.

We will unveil and dedicate a memorial marker in honor of Marine
Col. William E. Barber, a graduate of Morehead State University,
who received the Medal of Honor for his heroism in the Korean War
in 1950. Col. Barber was a native of Morgan County.

He was the brother of the late Woodrow Barber, a former MSU
faculty member, and the uncle of Dr. George Barber, a Morehead
physician. Col. Barber died in 2002 and is buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.

John (Pete) Hamm, chaplain of American Legion Post 126 and
president of the Rowan County Veterans, will conduct the
dedicatory ceremony. Another veteran, Dr. Jack Ellis, retired
director of libraries at MSU and local historian, will speak briefly
about other heroes from this area.

In the event of rain, the ceremony will be held at nearby Button
Auditorium. We look forward to having you with us.

Tt fda—

Wayne D. Andrews
President

I(”ﬂ‘u(’](y www.moreheadstate.edu

UNBRIDLED SPIRIT MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution.
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Rowan’s Korean Connection: Davis and Harr POWs

By Jack Ellis

“For this my son was dead
and is alive again, he was
lost and is found. And they
began to make merry.” Luke

- 15:24

Vernon E. Harr, the son of
Emory and Thelma Harr
(Moore), grew up in rural Rowan
County. His mother and father
divorced, and Thelma married
Bill Moore. There were a total
of 11 children in the family.
Since Vernon’s father was a vet-
eran of World War I, Vernon
always felt a deep sense of duty
to the country.

After he attended the Rowan
County Schools, Vernon joined
the Army Sept. 28, 1949, and
reported for basic training at
Fort Knox. Following basic

training, he was sent to Fort:

Lewis, Wash. where he was
assigned to the 38th Field
Artillery Battalion of the Second
Infantry Division. Vernon was a
good soldier with leadership
potential and was soon promot-
ed to the rank of Corporal.
Harr in Korea when
war began

His division arrived in Japan
in April, 1950. However, with
the continued unrest in Korea,
they were soon shipped out and
were in Korea when the war
began June 25, 1950.

At first, the American army
was forced to retreat. But when
reinforcements arrived, they
began pushing the'North Kore-
ans back across the 38th paral-
lel. There, they paused for a few
weeks, but then received orders
to continue to force the enemy
northward.

Short war predicted

Corporal Harr said that after
they crossed the 38th parallel,
they met little resistance and
the American forces went all the
way to the Yalu River, which is
the border of China. Of course,
they were not allowed to cross
into China and they stopped
near the Chosen Reservoir on
the Yalu River. The young cor-
poral said, with the bitter cold

/

winter, everyone began to

believe we would be home for

Christmas.

China enters war—prisoners
murdered

On Nov. 9, China entered the
conflict by sending 300,000
crack combat troops across the
border to drive the Americans
out of North Korea. Their entry
into the war proved to be one of
the worst defeats in U.S. mili-
tary history. The bitter cold was
as much of an enemy as the Chi-
nese and they began to push the
American forces back south.

It was during this retreat
that the American forces discov-
ered 68 dead U.S. soldiers who
had been prisoners of war. They
had been machine gunned to
death in a tunnel near Sanchon,
North Korea. They were mur-
dered because the enemy did not
want to have to be slowed down
by prisoners.

Future looks cold and bleak
in prison camp
It was during the battle of

Chosen Reservoir that Corporal
Vernon Harr’s unit was overrun
by the Chinese communists.
Several in his unit were cap-
tured. Vernon said he “thought
his future looked bleak as a cap-
tured soldier in the cold
approaching winter of North
Korea.” ;

Corporal Harr recalled that
his group of captured soldiers
were marched northward under
heavy guard. At first they were
housed in an abandoned unheat-
ed mine tunnel. They were fed
one meal of cooked cracked corn
a’'day. With little shelter from
the elements and little food for
energy, many died from expo-
sure. Corporal Harr said, “I had
my army overcoat, and that was
all that saved me.”

Some men did not have
enough clothing and died. He
said, “I shared my coat with my
buddy, we would take turns
wearing it, so it kept us both
alive.” He said when men died,
others would take their clothing.
That allowed some of the men to
survive.

Many die of torture,
starvation and bitter cold

With so many men dying in
the unheated mine tunnel, they
were moved to POW Camp
Number 5. Corporal Harr said
he had no idea exactly where
that was, but it was cold and
there was never any heat in
their POW camp during the
three cold winters of his captivi-
ty. The men kept warm mostly
with body heat and sharing
coats.

worst, because after that time
they were fed two meals a day of
cooked cracked corn.” Although
Vernon grew up in rural Rowan
County and was known as a
corn-fed boy, he got tired of liv-
ing on corn porridge. However,
he did manage to survive those
terribly brutal 1,000 plus days
of captivity in spite of brutal tor-
ture and “brainwashing.” He
said none of his group ever suc-
cumbed to “brainwashing”
(where they denounced their
country).

Harr listed as MIA and

presumed dead

For over a year he was listed
as missing in action and pre-
sumed dead. His mother feared
the worst. During much of that
time, Mrs. Harr lived on this
writer’s father’s farm in the
Upper Licking Valley.

It was during this time that
she received word from the
Army that Vernon was alive and
a POW. Her hopes soared and
she began to anxiously await a
letter from him. The letter was
still six months in coming, and
Corporal Harr said he heard
from home about once a year
during his days as a POW.

After three years—little

switch and big switch

In 1953, the Red Cross
arranged a prisoner exchange.
When it was finally worked out
between North Korea and the
U.S., there were two levels of
prisoner exchange. The first
level was called “little switch”
and consisted of exchanging the
weakest and sickest prisoners.

The second level was called
“big switch” and included the
rest of the prisoners. It made no

difference how long you had a ||

prisoner. Therefore, Corporal
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Harr who had been captured
first in the war, was among the
last to be released. Corporal
Harr said his weight dropped to
112 pounds by the time he was
released.

After being discharged, Ver-
non Harr married Deloris Fultz
and they moved to Hammond,
Ind. to be close to a veterans’
hospital. He is in fair health,
but still suffers from post trau-
matic stress syndrome, and is
still being treated for that
almost 50 years later.

Corporal James Clyde
Davis enters service

James Clyde Davis was
Rowan County’s second soldier
taken prisoner by the enemy
during the Korean War. Clyde,
as he was known by friends and
family, was born Dec. 14, 1926
in Rowan County. He attended
the local public schools until he
was 16 years of age. However,
at age 16 during WWII, and
with his parents’ permission, he
joined the Navy in 1942.

During his three years with
the Navy during WWII, he saw
a great deal of action on board
his ship. However, following his
discharge, Clyde had difficulty
finding the right kind of job, so
he “re-upped” (reenlisted) in the
U.S. Army in June 1949. He
was sent to Camp Breckinridge
for basic training. Following his
training, he was sent to Japan
in the Army of Occupation.
However, with the outbreak of
hostilities in Korea, he was sent
there immediately after the war
began.
? Longest casualty list
. contained James C. Davis
l MIA
© Because of his previous mili-
tary experience, the young Mr.

avis was soon appointed to the
rank of Corporal. But that rank
didn’t mean much because he
was taken prisoner July 15,
1950, less than three weeks
after the war began. However,

e was not even reported miss-
ing for six weeks until a govern-
?nent release dated Aug. 29,
1950 announced the longest
casualty list of the war. '

Corporal Davis was reported

IA, missing in action, and pre-

umed dead. For another 18
nmonths, his mother heard noth-
ng else and was about to give
p hope when the joyous
elegram arrived saying Corpo-
al James C. Davis was listed
mong the prisoners of war in
orth Korea.

Starvation and bitter
cold every day

Corporal Davis’ sister, Mrs.
Sue Wellinger, recalled some of
the few things he ever told the
family about his captivity. For
over three years, Ee suffered
extreme cold and starvation.

His rations consisted of
watery cabbage soup or corn
mush once a day. He had no
idea what some of the other food
was, but he always ate it any-
way. He said some of the men
refused to eat it, and they were
the ones who died. They were
constantly harassed by brutal

rison guards who tried to
rainwash” them (torture them
into denouncing their country).
But the enemy was never suc-
cessful in getting that accom-
plished no matter how hard they

tried.
Body heat helped
men survive
Corporal Davis said perhaps
0 men were housed in one long
room about 30 feet by 40 feet.
There was straw on the floor for
bedding and buckets for bath-
rooms. Water was provided
once a day and there was no
heat in the winter time. He said
the temperature would reach 30
below zero some nights. The
men huddled together under the
straw for body heat to keep from
freezing to death.

Many men died from starva-
tion, ex&osure and just lack of
hope. When a man died, they
would prop him up for days, so
they could get his rations still

delivered to the compound.

clothes, which allowed some to
survive.

Secret pouches help with

more food

The men secretly sewed pock-
ets inside their pants legs.
Those were used when they hap-
pened to be on a work detail
where there was food, such as
potatoes or corn. Then they
would hide some in those secret
pockets and bring it back to the
compound and share with each
other.

Everyone tried to help every-
one else. They remained civi-
lized and no one cheated and
everyone shared what they had.
However, Corporal James C.
Davis survived over 1,000 days
of starvation, abuse, cold and
suffering to come back home.

Two Rowan POWs released
and return home

After their prisoner
exchange, the Army coordinated
the release of Rowan County’s
two surviving Korean prisoners
of war. Corporals Harr and
Davis were scheduled to arrive
home on the same day.

As soon as the announcement
was made, Morehead’s civic
organizations, service clubs,
American Legion and Veterans
of Foreign Wars began elaborate
plans for an honorarium of the
two young men and welcoming
them home. Those clubs
arranged transportation for the
family to meet their long lost
soldier sons. It was a joyous
moment when Corporaf arr
stepped off the plane at Lexing-
ton. Transportation was also |
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Also,

they would take his

James Clyde Davis with his family in Mbiehead following

his release from a Prisoner of War camp in Korea, 1953. .
From left are his father, Cordie Davis, Corporal James
Clyde Davis, his mother Lenora Davis and his brother

Clifford Davis.
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war began

His division arrived in Japan
in April, 1950. However, with
the continued unrest in Korea,
they were soon shipped out and
were in Korea when the war
began June 25, 1950.

At first, the American army
was forced to retreat. But when
reinforcements arrived, they
began pushing the'North Kore-
ans back across the 38th paral-
lel. There, they paused for a few
weeks, but then received orders
to continue to force the enemy
northward.

Short war predicted

Corporal Harr said that after
they crossed the 38th parallel,
they met little resistance and
the American forces went all the
way to the Yalu River, which is
the border of China. Of course,
they were not allowed to cross
into China and they stopped
near the Chosen Reservoir on
the Yalu River. The young cor-
poral said, with the bitter cold

Former Rowan Countian
Corporal Vernon C. Harr
survived three years in a
risoner of war camp in
{orea (1950-1953). He is now
living in Hammond, Ind.

Corporal James C. Davis
was one of two Rowan

ounty prisoners of war
thaL survived the Korean

cmmeee s pevzvar

Vernon Harr’s unit was overrun
by the Chinese communists.
Several in his unit were cap-
tured. Vernon said he “thought
his future looked bleak as a cap-
tured soldier in the cold
approaching winter of North
Korea.”

Corporal Harr recalled that
his group of captured soldiers
were marched northward under
heavy guard. At first they were
housed in an abandoned unheat-
ed mine tunnel. They were fed
one meal of cooked cracked corn
a’'day. With little shelter from
the elements and little food for
energy, many died from expo-
sure. Corporal Harr said, “I had
my army overcoat, and that was
all that saved me.”

Some men did not have
enough clothing and died. He
said, “I shared my coat with my
buddy, we would take turns
wearing it, so it kept us both
alive.” He said when men died,
others would take their clothing.
That allowed some of the men to
survive.

Many die of torture,
starvation and bitter cold

With so many men dying in
the unheated mine tunnel, they
were moved to POW Camp
Number 5. Corporal Harr said
he had no idea exactly where
that was, but it was cold and
there was never any heat in
their POW camp during the
three cold winters of his captivi-
ty. The men kept warm mostly
with body heat and sharing
coats. ]

Corporal Harr said, “The first

six months of captivity were the

vorporal Harr said he heard
from home about once a year
during his days as a POW.

After three years—little

switch and big switch

In 1953, the Red Cross
arranged a prisoner exchange.
When it was finally worked out
between North Korea and the
U.S., there were two levels of
prisoner exchange. The first
level was called “little switch”
and consisted of exchanging the
weakest and sickest prisoners.

The second level was called

“big switch” and included the
rest of the prisoners. It made no
difference how long you had a
prisoner. Therefore, Corporal
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