Political story:

In the 1920's Mr. C. held public office and
many meetings of his political party were held in
his office in the courthouse. For szsveral mez2tings

Mr, C. suspected that somesone was eavesdropving

e

n
the furnace room below, One night at one such meetins
when Mr. C. and his friends were discussinz party mat-arsg
they reelized somsone was underneath the rcom

liatening., When money matters were to be discussed

they moved into an adjoinirss room used for Mr, C.'s

daily naps. From this room they could not be heard,
After they discussed money they went back into the
regular office and talked loudly about their cam-
paigning money but mentioned only 1/3 the amount,

The eavesdroczper ran as sodn as he found out this
information for the o:zjpositiocn party. When election

time came the opposition soon ran out of money anc

were greatly puzzled as to where Mr. C, and his

party came up with all the unaccounted for money.

Barbara MeXenzie
Morehead, Xentucky

November 29, 1971-dats intervi=w:



Political Story:

Mr. D. ran for jailer in the 1920's, When
election returns came in Mr, D had lost. Mr,
D; felt everyons was very sympathetic and all
offersd their regrets and assured him he had had their
vote. Mr, D. became known for saying, “By damn,
it's a funny thing to me everyocody I've seen since
the election voted for me and I still manased to lose."
After that even his political enemies teased him

by saying he had sure had their vote.

Barbara McKenzie
Morehead, Kentucky
November 20, 1971l-date interviewed

IY LiBiALr



Mrs., Zsrtha Richardson-azs 5%
Clearlield, Rowan, %entucky
Story:

At Dry Creek voting house many years ago an
old drunk could not be persuzded to leave the
voting house., Finally he staggered to the corner
and fell asleep. It was not long until the
election officers had a good laugh, watching a big

black snake come to rest on the sleeping man.

Barbara McKenzie
Mcrehead, Kentucky

November 12, 1971l-date intervisu=:
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Eolitical ggéry:

Mr. B. whe was running for representative
was giving a speech at the courthouse. Mpr. 3,
saw an old friend and he asked if he could count
on his vote. The old man said he did not know,
Mr. B said he had done so much for the 51d man., He
had bad a rcad paved for him and egotten jobs for
his dauzhter and son-in-law, The old man replied,

"Well, you haven't done anything for me iately".

Barbara McKenzie
Morehead, Rantucky
November 29, 1971-date intervieswed



(6) Mr. Vernon Alfrey-age 7.4

Morenedd, Howan County, nentucxy
Felitical stary:

Mp, Alfrey talked about the Rowan County
feud which started on election day in the late
1800's., Mr, Alfrey said the feud really started
over politics and he feels many reople won't talk
about it today because of hard feelings which still

exist.

Barbara McXenzie
Morecnzad, Xentucky
November 29, 1971



Mr. Vernon Alfrey-aze Ti
vorenead, Rowan Jouniy, Kentucuy
Folitical story:

Mr. A, served as judge for Rowan County.
He was uneducated but widely known and liked. One
story sreatly circulated about Mr. A. was the case
he tried concerning a mentally insane prisoner. It
is said Mr. A. confined this person to an insane
asylum for teinz an "i-dot." This was about fifty
years ago. Mr A, Jjoined in the fun caused by nis

mispronunciation of "i-dot" for idiot.

3arbara Mc¥enzie
Moreorzad, RKentucky
Noverper 2%, 1G71l=-dz%2 intervizwe:
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Morehead, Rowan County, Kentucky
Political story:

Vi)

One day, Mr., A. who was running Tor office in
the late 1920's, gave money and other "commodities”
to a preacher to use in Mr. A's campaizn. ¥Nr. 4,
later that day, went to s2¢ how the preacher was

doing. He found the preacher in a house at Hcgoe-

town Wwith a whole "riess of people” elactionszerin:-

against Mr, A. Mr. A, never heard so much "fiddling"

and "a-carryings on and his money was payirn~ Tor

it.

Barbara McXenzie
Morehead, Xasnbtucky
November 20, 1971
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Morehead, Rowan {ounty, KentucoT
folitical story:

About the turn of the century Mr. K. and Mr.
H., who wsre close neizhbors, wers running against
each other for tax commissioner. Mr. K was un-
educated wnile Mr, H. was very educated. Mr. H.,
feeling he was better qualified and hating to run
against his friend went to Mr. K. and asked him
to not run. Mr, K. said he would think about it.
When Mr. H. returned for the answer ¥r, K., answered
by saying "I'm gwine to flingin' my cerds", meaning
he had decided to run and was startinc his election-

eering.

Barbara McKenzie
Moreghess, Fantucky
November 2%, 1971



Msrehsad,

Rowan County,

rolitical story:

Back several years ago there was a candidate,

Mr. X. running for county atﬁorney. Many

Mr. X. did was chew and whittle, Many of

opponents complained about Mr, X. chewing
when returns

and whittling so much,., But,

Mr, X. had won., One Morehead banker said

said all
his

tobacco
came in

that

Mr. X, was hard to beat, another one regli=ad,

"Yes, he did a whittline good job." This becams
8 local slogan for him,
Barbara McXenzie
Morenead, Kentucky

November 29,

1971
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Moreread, Rowan County, Xentucky
Politicu1 story:

Mr. B. was runninc Tor jailer in Rowan
County.about thirty years ago. It was said he
walked all over the county to electioneer., Al-
though Mr. B. was pretty sure he had every vote
in the county in his favor he decided to walk
over the county one more time to see everyone
again and insure his landslide. “When election
returns came in Mr, B. had only 13 votes. He
not only lost the election but had a dozen corns
besides. This story was spresd on Mr, B, and

caused him much embarrassmnent.,

Barbara McKenzie
Morehead, Kentucky
Noyember 29, 1%971-date interview=id



VAL ) MI'e Halpn pavid, soe Sl
Morehead, Rowan County, Kentucky
Politicsl story:

Mr. M. was running for public office, While
listening to returns he became frightened that
maybe he would not receive any votes, His com-
panion tried to comfort him by saying "By, gum,
there's got to be some damn fool silly enough

to vote for you."

Barbars McXenzie
Morehead, ZXentucky
November 20, 1971l-date interview=d



(15) Mrs.-0Oda Davise
Morehead, Rowan County, rentucky
Common rractice

In early days of elesctions one side would
get the other side's voters and many times woulc
give them whiskey to get them drunk. They would
often keep them drunk until after the election
to prevent them from voting. Or, sometimes they
would sober tnem up Just enough to take them to
the polls and vote them sascross the table for their

side,

Barbara McKenzie
Morehszad, Kentucky
November 5, 197l-date intervicwss



{16) wpra, oOc
Morehres
Common

Tsvis-azs 7i
y, dzwan, fKentucxy
ractice:

L LIPS ¥

Mrs, Davis feels politicians did more election-

eering in the past, This was not necessarily cam-

paign promises, but things 1like braszinz on peoples!

ugly children and yes, evan kissing babies.

Barbara McKenzie
Morehead, Hentucky

November 5, 1%/1l-date interviswed



(17) ﬁorebeéﬁ,aﬁowah éoﬁﬁﬁy;
Common Belief:

In earlier times it was said if it rained on

election day Democrats would win because tne Re-

publicana were
of rain or bad
into the polls

generally held

mostly hill people and in the event
weather Republicans could not come
to vote, Mr. Alfrey thought this

trus back then,

Barbara McK=nzie
Morekzad, Kentucky

November 29, 1971-cdate interviewed

Kentucky



{18) MNrs, 028 Javis-age 7o
Morehead, Rowan County-Kentucky
Common Practice:

Elections in earlier déys were really crooked.
People would openly buy wotes with money or whiskey
or other commodities, Mrs, Davis said if one side
wanted to win badly ennugh they would say they'd

steal the ballot box,.

Barbara McKenzie
Mcrehnead, Kentucky
November 5§, 1971



Morehead, Rowan Jouniy, Kenticky
Common rraciice:

Mrs, Davis can remember hearing her relatives
tell of many killings that occurred osver elections.
Her parents seldom talked about tre Rowan County
Taud because one was & democrat and one wes s
Republican and_they alwaye ended up taking uc sides.
But, her mother said men and women were afreid
to be in the streets [for fear of the oppvosing

party.

Sarbara McKenzie
Moreread, Kentucky
November 5, 1371
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Morercad, nowan County,
Toem

ROAAN COUNTY ¥EUD

Come all yourg ren and women
Come fatrers, motnh2rs tco--
I'1ll relate to ¥ou the story
Cf the Rowan County Feud.

Concerning Rowan

And many were indeed,

My friends please give attention
And listen how it resds,

It was in the month of Auzust
And on electicn day,

John Martin was shot and wounded
Thev say by Johnny Day.

Martin could not bslieve it
Althourh it being so--

He thought it Floyd Tolliver
Who shot the fatal blow,

Martin on seeing Tolliver,
Although some months had passed
Wnhen in the town ol Horehead
These two men met at last,

Tolliver and a friend or two
About the streets dia walk.
They sesemed to bs uneasy
With no one wizhed to talk.

The sting of death wes near him
Martin rushed into the door.

A few words passed between them
About the row beflore.

The peorle soon were frightened
And rushed out of the room,

When a ball from Yartin's pistol
Sent Tolliver to his doom.

Young men should all take warning
From the fate of these two men,
Your guns will cause you trouble
On this you may depend.

Barcara YcXenzie
Moreinzad, Hentuclky

Kentucky

Novemizer 16,1971-date interv . euszd



Jokesg:

"Kentuckians like to talk about politics too
‘much to kill off anybody on the other side-~they'd

rather keep them to argue with,"

"A politician spends half his time running

for affice and the other half running for cover."

"The political plum tree grows better after

grafting"."

Barbara McKenzie

Morehead, Kentucky
November 18, 1971
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Morenead, Rowan, Xentucky
Joke:

"When a politician comes to parting of the

ways, he goes both ways.'

"One time the Democrats paid a2 man who was known
to not be the brightest person in the world to vote
straight Democrat. w#When the man came out of the
voting booth they asked him if he voted under the
rooster. He repljed, "Rooster, heck no, I voted

under the coop."

Barbara McXznzie
Morehead, Zentucky
November 20, 1971-Zate interviswed
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STORIES

During Ned Breathitt's administration, there was placed
on the ballot a proposal to bring Kentucky's out-rnoded
constitution up to date. The zovernor ordered all state
employees to vote for this amendment.

In the Hoztown precint there were two votes for and
every one of the 12 state workers in the precint claimed one
of these votes. The governor couldn't do anything because
he couldn't he sure who had let him down.

The truth of the matter was that they had all done so.

The two 'yes' votes were by mys=lf and my wife.

(Atlee Lowe, Zlliottville, Ky., date interviewsd: 10-31-71)



TETT TXISHTEAIND IMONINTY NHTISTY 7’!)/ LT =D
People in the country used to walk for miles to the
highway to catch a ride to the 'voting house.' The yezr
Roosevelt and Willkie ran for President, my father walked to
the highway and was waiting for a ride to wote. After awhile
this car came up, taking people to vote, It had Willkie's
picture inside the windshield. The driver tcold my father
that he was hauling voters for both sides {anybody who wanted
to vote), My father wasn't convinced. He sat there and
argued and quarrelled with the driver, saying he wasn't going
to ride in no car with Willkie's picture in it. finally, the
driver took down the picture, But he had to hide it under the

seat before my father would ride with him,.

(Merrill Lowe, Elliottville, Ky., date of origin: 1940, date

of interview: 10-30-71)
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AYVUEIT A5T HHAINA AMONINTY NHEISEw
NCILO T300 241004 ave awn7iane

A couple of people in the Hogtown precint get absentee
ballots every electicn from officials who-are buying their
votes. These two people vote by absentee ballqts and when
election day come, they hide out, pretending they are not

at home.

(Atlee Lowe, Elliottville, Ky., date of origin unknown, date

of interview: 10-31-71)

10
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Mr. X ran for jailer. ‘While campaigning, he made the
statement he would be the next jailer "sure and God made
little green apples." On election day he got one vote--the
one he had cast for himself, Even his own wife didn't vote

for him,

(Merrill Lowe, Elliottville, Ky., date of origin unknowan,

date of interview: 10-30-71)
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COMMON PRACTICES

People used to get drunk on election day, celebrating. People
still do.
(Merrill Lowe, Elliottville, Ky., date of origin unknown,
date of interview: 10-30-71)

12
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DEFINITION

Republicans-~I've alway¥ys heard that the Republicans are fair
weather voters: they just vote when the sun shines.
(Merrill Lowe, Elliottville, Ky., date of origin unknown,
date of interview: 10-30-71)

13
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PROVERTEBE

If you aren't a crook whem you go in, you're a c¢rook when
you come cut,
{(Merrill Lowe, Elliottville, Ky., date of origin unknown,
date of interview: 10-30-71)

14
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JOFTS

At = Reputlican rally a small voy went around selling pupples, h=2

B

yell, ™ Rzpublican purpiss for s=11, Fepublican pupgl:s for

=

nl
-

58}

Sut it 8e=ms nowsdy was muyling thom but he xept up thls chant durinz
the whole rally. Azout three (3) w2ceks 1a4zr  there wzis a Dimocras
rally send 1¢ and bahold the smme 1ittl: Soy was sellingz puppiss,
out these pupplies wire diffsrant now. Hz now yslled, " Darocras
pupelzs for seale, Lemocrat gupples for s3alsz,® Tell this wis tze ruc

@2sn't the samse bey @21ling puprles 2t the Dopublican rally only thvss

) ws2cke nzo. Th: 1little coy sald y=3 De +.:z. The Razpublican tnioz
zgk2d the jquezstlon that vas 2otheorine him, 1€ tha-s- puprlss w.r-
R-puolicans then why arz tiu:y Dorocrats non, The litzla oy 233
Julcx to answer, "That's ri-ht Micier thres (3) wezks azo taes:

puprl:zas ware Repuiblicane ocut today they havs got*:n thalr syes z:1-:n

My informwant saye this jore has bzen zaround zs long =28 he can roms=mt
and cannot really think of *hie filrst time he hoard 1t, He z2lso zay
that this Jjoke can work —ith =2ithar party aini he has heari 1t Zoix

®a¥9 and 2t teth rallies.

.'/-) e
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JOKZIS

It sesmg that thz Republican candiziate for county judez was aliking
along a dusty coun’ry road, hs was carpalnging., It was August and
very hot, te passzd oy a pond ana on th:z spurr of the moment dzcii=zd
to jump in for =2 cooling swim. About the time that he got into th:
pond the owner came upon nir 2rnu ne had only .nought time to duck

his head leaving his =2xrosed behind mor- or lcss stlckinz up out of
the water. The owner yelled and told him to get out or he =waa goint
home to get his shotgun, our candidat: aid not mova. “hun the owns=r
left to g=t his gun, our Rzpublican friend d=cid=zd it was tim2 to =:%
out snd was on his way out when th: farmar came back with hi gun.

He called thes Rzpuoblican candidats by his rame and =a3id, "I just ran

your LCemocrat opronent outv of th:re and I mean for you to get out too."

Yy informant says he first hesra thlis joke at a Dsrocratic Party

T3lly back in the =arly twenlies., It #3s in Rowan County and was

th: election for county-wide officea,

&
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JOZZS

It sz:2ms this man lived close to a family who hzd two daughters, Thzy
both dscided to lzave thelr homz in Kentucky zni go to Ohio for a =whilc.
When they got to Ohio one decided to atzy there znd the othzar came

tack to Ksntucky to live. Thls neizhtor dsiided to visit tham and

went to sze thz one ~ho lived in Ohlo. EHs knockzd on her door and

told her ~to he was and 1If he could spont the night with her =znd her

v

huscand, she sald he would navs Y0 2sK Ler husdznd. Shs 213 him =32
wa8 wor<ing out at thz barn and for him to go richt on out. Then

the man got to ths barn thez only rerscn he =zaw out thsre was 3 color:

£

mzn, z Negro. This compztzly confusza the neighcor and hs want bach

to ths Zous2 and tolz: ths woman that the only man he zaw at tha2 barn

b

vas a Nezro. She told him yss that was correct, ths N %i8 Doer

-
Y

O

=
=

{

huszand., The nelzhizor w23 shoc¥zd $9 eay thz lzaszt, 8o bz askad kher
bow she had cever corme to rarry a Nezro znd she sald, she dian't know
but tnat her sister hack 1n Kentucky dia woree than that, shz marri::

8 D=mocrat.

This joke was flret told at a Dzwocrat rally in 1813, =bhen the
inforrants fathsr w23 running for 3 s:at on th- Fowan County Zozaxd
of "ducation. To full urndzretan. this jo¥e you hav: to und=rstand
the p:zople of Tastern Kentucky during the carly r:rt of our contury.
It was 2 dlzgrace in many fariliss for a white girl to marry a Negro,

tut thls girl hal found somsthinz that was evan =~orssz.
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This 18 a2 true story that n=zppaned to the Informants fzather when =

L
L5

w2s running for an ofiic=2 in Rovan County =crctime around 13186.

This man =&s up for re=-zlzction to th= Rowan County Zoard of

Eaucatlon. A clcse nesighovor of tne candizate passsd away on thne

Yonday o=for=> zlectlion day on Tuesday. Thez candiiijate of course

was congarned, z2nd vack In those days most everysne mages their own

coffins. Since thz nexy day was =slectlen Zay, thz candidates declicd
—

to do what ke could cn londay =zrni thus l2wve Tues.ay frze to -~wvork

on hils re-clection. H:2 and some more neichtors madz the cask:t and

he 2lso hz2lp-d tc dig the grava. H:> also went to the home and 'sat

[}
o

up' 2as they callsd it that night with the deceas=d man. Th=z naxt day

he alzon't go to ta: fun:ral ana tails maa. the

[1Y

¢oxsed cana fanmlly
vory angry, som= sald they would not votzs for nim 2z3ln for arything
anytires, ani other merters of ths famlly r<fuszd to sp23ak to kim
during thzir 1ifetire. They sald he had no risp.ct for to2 doud and
thia was not the proper xina of mz2n for an of-"ice., Th: also f:lt =e

put politics o-:fors ths vzad ana tels

=
ik
w
=
(o]
%)
i

I think tnls story sho-s how acme people f:z:1 zoxout polltics =zna
some of the custors the p=eoplz hava, Thzy enjoyed politlics and
always vot=d out the 4cad hau to comz first. And 2lso th=re is no

guicker ==y to lose a frlend than throueh an electicn.

(7)
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goes 7%7& te an zl:zcticn haold in Feowan County durine th=
%z for the offlice of county Juiga., John Jonzs wzg 3

ha wag th+ typz of wan +hd runs for avery cffize in

and naver gets 2lected to any of thex. The other

Jir Smith, was wii-ly krnown in thz county ani hzd hslg
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SAYITNGS

L. & Republicz=n 13 feor thz =w=2lthy class of peonle, those with monzy
ang influence.

2. A Derocrat is for ths mldile class and lower class of p=ople, thos:
with 1little roney.

3. Politics make Tor strangs bsafellows.

4. The only time thzat miniszter and wootlzagzors

ia wnan
therc is 2 loczl option :lecticn., Th2y are zota agsainzt L.
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THT BUYING OF VOT-S

Usually the buyling of votzs goes on the nicht prior to tha election,
when ths money or the whiekey ta brousht te the heome. Hany time
your opronent hzs teen thers bafore you and you 3lways try to be
the l2st on=s thar= so you can beat the first offer. 4And also 1t is
inportant to get thcom to the election zrouncs early in the way, bz=fors
he gtarts on the whiekey. A typlcal sczenz at & home which we ghall
say has £ votes to scll goes som=thing 1iks thie. You nevsr corme
right out and ask to ouy thzair vots or «su them to sell, you scrt of
beat around the tush. The sam: person usually go2s8 otack time aftzr
time so it 18 sort of an agrssment citwsen the fwo.

"You know we are counting on you and your family votlng

our way tomorrow. Tcu know T??? nas always done rieght
by you and help=d you in any =-ay he could."

¥You can count on us, cut it is such & ioo to g2t to
the polls 2nd thz wife has a 1lct to do to g2t I~ady.
There are so many thing she z2nd the girls ncozds. They
all thres nez=d newv shoes.”

"%e know how you fz21.% And gives nim £16.00, Thia is
4,00 a pisce. {Womens Lic would oz zlad that in

votz tuying the woman gets pald Jjust as much 2s the man,
Jthink thes person wno tuys the vote 1s really th: worst of the twe.
The going price for =z vot2 ls usuzlly "2-5.00. This apolies to =hat
one could call thz lower class of peoprle, the better class of paorle
usually sot from £5-10-15.00. They got the highsr priczce becaus=z they
would say that they hz¢ to miss a 2ay of +ork to vota and *hey coulint's
afford to do this unless thzy eot rald for it.
*hiskay w2s usged wld=ly in elzctlons in ths psst in Rowas County, I
can zttezst to tmes fact toiat whleog:iy 18 still us:za in el=cticns in
Fowran County s recent as the last =2l2ction for county side. offtears.,

'I'*.
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Thare ares usually two rsagoen why whisksy ls us=3 In 2n =la=c¢cticon, on:

&)

balng you can get 3 man zrunk and you can t=211 hiz hos to veta, hz

m

won't mind too much if he is drunk; the othsr b2ing if he is a 1ittleo
undz2clded and you xnow he his8 tesn talking to the pacple on the

oth2r slde, you can g=2% himr dryunk and he w»ill t211 you =what the other
side 18 deing if k= knows. Thisvzy 1ls also us=d as sort of dressing
on toe cake, you have already given him monsy for his vots obut to
show him 2ow much you 2@2prazciat=s him you can giv:s hir a nzlf-pint

of whistz-y. This i1s 2120 ocod insurancs for the next =lection.

(11)
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THEZ CHAIN BALLOT

In daye pasz=d when the paper ballot was used 1t was

125y to znow

o a person whose vots you had Tought vorud boczuse ycu votzd for

hlm. There were =1-ays some exira 2llots flo:ting
anyone =ho knew gsorztody could g=t & hold of thar.

w29 ¢urrlz=d out 1lk:> this:

¥hen the parson whogse votz you 2sd Tousht
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of the el=ction would of cours=z give him 2 h
would go into ths booth, take ocut nis Tark

and put cack in his jicket the one the 2
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box at the cletks d=sk., He would %tham t
ballot and glve to the vot2 tuyar on the
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COommON BELIEFS

Mrs. Manning said that it was a common belief in Rowan County
that if Oemocrats had been in office for a long peried of time
and it rain on the next election date that the Republicans
would win because the Democrats rafused to go out in thecrain,

)
Mrs, fanning said that this couldn't be true.

firs. A. Y. Manning
609 Crestviaw
Morehead, Kentucky
Novamber 11, 1971
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TERMS

dYear Around-this is where a particulzr person in office plays
politics 2ll yezar. 1In other words he takes care of
the opoosite party as well as his own party to assure
him the office in the next election,"

W
Chain Ballot-this is where a person bought ballots that uere )
stamped thus making sure his candida«ate and party won,

fir. A. Y. Manning
609 Crestview
Morehrad, Kentucky
November 11, 1971

FOLKLORE AND FOLKLIFE COLLECTION
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) ComrmoN PRACTICE

((Une of the traditions of Rowan County thzt Mr, Manning recalled
was thst of running a chain ballot. He can remember as far
back as 1919 when he first came here that paonlelﬁgted by
using paper ballots, He s-id there would be a fellow outside
the court house buying votes, The county used stencil ballots
and candidates' names would be on 2 table., Tha county clark
would give each person a sample ballot to go in the booth, The
voter would put 2 sample ballot in the booth and bring out the
stamped ballot and give it to the person buying votes, Once the
stamped ballots were brought out they wers passed out to tha
people waiting in line to vote., By doing this a pnlitician
was surse to win all the votes, Mr. Manning knew that this was

true because he , in the past, has helped buy votes.JJ

Mr. A. Y. Manning
609 Crestview
forehead, Kentucky

November 11, 1971

FOLKLGRE AND FOLKLIFE COLLECTION
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CommON PRACTICE

Mrs., Manning said that one of the traditions was that of playing
the people year around. 5She sald that when she worked in the
court house about 1945 that the county clerk would go out of his
way to help the opposing party members so as to keep himself in
of fice. She said that he would write letters to the relatjives
and friends, take them home, offer them help on the farm, such
as an extra tractor, seeder, or so forth, and gave psople

soms extra hog feed and so forth., She said the bast axampls

was Vern Olfrey, a Republican, who had been in office for years
because he favored people. 0On election day in 1949 she can
remember hearing some comments about him, UOne fellow said to
another, "You know, it looks as if the county is going Dasmocratic
this time," The other fallow said that it may be true but there
would be one Republican in office for sures Vernm 0lfrey, She

)
knzsw this to be true because she worksd for him.)

firs. A. Y. Manning
609 Crrstvisw

Morehead, Kentucky
November 11, 1971
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JOKES
"Mr. Chumley told me that not long after he came to Rowan County
he went to a local camp meeting. He figured the date to bhe
during the summer of 1953. Mr, Chumley s=2id that ahen the preach=r
got toc the podium he started telling this joke, The peopla in
Roean County take politics very sericusly. There was this old
fellow and he was feeling bad so he went tg the doctor. The
doctor said Uncle John you don't have long to live, The old
fallow replied that he had one thing to do before he died. The
doctor asked what that might be, The old fellow said that he
wanted to go to court house and change his rsstration. Why
is that the doctor said,'you are a strong Republican, Uncle
John replied that he would rather die ong of them rather than
one of us, Mr. Chumley said that at the time he thounqht the

. . 1
county was Demacratic, He snigd the preacher was Emerson Coleoff,

fir. Charles Chumley
Sherwood forrest
Morehead, Kentucky
November 10, 1971
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"In the year 1884, Cook Humphrey, a young man of twentv-
five and a Republican, and Sam Goodan, a Democrat, were
candidates for sheriff of Rowan €ounty, which was ordinarily
Democratic. The contest was very bitter, Gooden lived in
Morehead and Humphrey lived on his fathers farm about seven
miles from town. Humphrey was elected by a majority vote
of twelve. On election day a man by the name of William Trumbc
and a man by the name of Price quarreled, this quarrel ended
in a fist fight; while the fight was in progress, John Martin,
a son of Ben Martin, a well-to-do farmer, was struck in the
face with a heavy instrument and one of his teeth was knocked
out and his head badly bruised. He afterwards said that
John Day and Floyd Tolliver struck him and knocked him down;
when he got up he drew his pistecl and the other two men also
drew their pistols; in the battle which followed, Solcman
Bradley, a middle-aged man with seven children who was stand-
ing near, was shot through the head with twec bullets. The
Martins c¢laimed that John Day killed him and the Tollivers
claimed that John Martin did it. Ad Scyremore, another man
who was not connected with the trouble, was shot in the neck
but was fatally wounded. It never was decided who did the

2z
shooting."
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"Boone Logan came from a case in Lexingzton on election
day and asked, "Who's running?" The answer was ''Craig Tolliver."
Boone said contemptuously, "I'll vote for the next hound dog
that pisses against that tree yon." A hound came along,
sniffed, lifted a leg, and trotted on. Boone Logan went in
and voted for Gus Holbrook's &ound dog, the only vote of

u
40 not for Telliver."
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"As has been stated Morehead was 1n the throes of an

election, and under the barrels of Craig's pistols some

fifty votes were registered in his favor as police magistrate.

Not a soul had voted, up to that time, for the straw man
who opposed him. Then came Boone Logan, nephew of Howard,

to the polls.

"You're goin' to vote fo'Craig Tolliver, ain't yuh?"

asked the keeper of the ballots.

"Vote for Craig Tolliver? 1I'd sooner vote for Hiram
Cooper or the- yellowest, meanest cur in Morehead. No sir,
watch me mark this balleot." And when Craig Tolliver heard

this he fumed. The Logans had affronted him! The Logans
. 5
must pay!
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"In about four months after that Tolliver returned but
everything remained very gquiet for several months and when
the time came to elect a police judge of Morehead, Craig
sald that he was now a peaceable man and a good gquiet
citizen and that people ought to encourage him in his good
behavior by electing him police judge of Morehead and he
Thereupon became a candidate for that position and he
went out canvassing for votes with a Winchester rifle and
in a short time thereafter all the other candidates with-

3
drew."
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"At the election, Craig recieved about fifty votes and
e

he was duly declared elected. On the day of the election
Craig Tolliver was standing near the voting place when Bcone
Logan came up to vote; the officer of the election asked
him if he wanted to vote for police judge; Logan asked him
who were the candidates, and the officer said, Craig Tolliver
was the only one and thereupon Logan said, "I will vote

for ," and he named the most worthless man in town.

The election of the position of police judge gave him power
to issue warrants and this led up to the worst crime which
was committed by either side, and that was the killing of

the two Logan boys which occurred about two weeks before

1
Craig and his followers were finnally settled with."
' L
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"Why the Democrats will have you believe they are responsi-

ble for making creme sour so that you can make buttermilk.
“‘—\——-"'1.

They claim the sun shines brightest in Kentucky because there
are more Democrats than Republicans and that burly tobacco
wouldn't bring enough to pay for the fertilizer if it wasn't
for them. They claim they're responsible for the trees grow-
ing up and the water running down; for the fishes in the

1
streams and the fowl in the air."
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"It 1s my understanding that all politicians must file
an expense account within ten days after the election. Mine

was as follows:

Claude Clayton's vote - $1.50 in money and one-half

pint of Golden Springs - total $2.75

Judge Luther Bradley - one poke of Beechnut Chewing

Tobacco - 12%
Frank Laughlin - two Havana Cigars - 25¢

Sam Green - I promissto vote for him for county

judge - $ .00
President Baird - first down payment on a hat - $ .00

Lee Stewert - tipp-off on a still, which was raided
the day after election - $ .00

1
Ed Hall - five used parking tickets - $5.50 (not paid)."
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"The politicians are besginning to claim that they have
done everything right and never done anything wrong in their
lives. Mark my words, Harry Lee Waterfield (candidate for
governor and peoples choice) will claim in his speeches that
he 1s responsible for the bumper crop of strawberries
produced in M®Craken County. Its no wonder they had a million
dollar crop. It used to be that they sold strawberries in

5
the store by the quart . . . now it is so much each.”

idharecose Al
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"Why you can offer a Democrat a drink of Moonshine and
if its good and brings an immediate tingle to the toes you'll
hear him say: "Some good Democrat made that." But if 1t
tastes like a mixture between coal 0il and ether they'll come

out with: "These damn Kepublicans don't even know how to
5
make good whiskey."

FOLKLORE AND FOLKLIFE COLLECTION

“TERN KENTI'CFY UNTVERSITY 17RRany



\ \ MOWayy ~ .

WOMEN FOR WATER, 1963

The problem of an ample water supply had become great
with the increase of population of the university and the
city. The city at one tine owned the water facility, but
they sold it to the university. There was nct encugh water

to supply both the university and Morehead.

Several ladies formed a coalition to relocate
Morehead's water facility at Farmers, Kentucky. This organiza-
tion was called "Vicmen for Water.”" This movement turned
into the major platform for the candidates for mayor and
clty council. One slogan for the election of the city

council was:
"Vote for Four and No More"

A new water plant was the result of the women's ccalition.
Not only is there enough water for Morehead, but we sell

6
water to the rural areas of Rowan and Bath Counties.
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DecexYer 14, 1620
I Morehead, Rowan, Kentucky

i { Dste of nirth:
i
Tale;‘

There was a man nsred Two-Finger Boone Williams who profited
at electlion time, He bought votes for the Democrats. keanwhlle,
the Bepublicans had been payling floaters, rather 1lliterate
people, $3 a vote., So, Boone pulled out &5 bills and asked for
$2 change and told the people he was paylng therm more than the

Republlicans.

Winona Foster

F. C, Box 221,
FKerehead

September 21, 1971
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Age: Fortiles
horehead, Howan, Kentuciyr

Tale:

At the Rowan County Courthouss cne day, there was man telking
to a women from laryland about & man who was goling to be hanged
et the Courthouse soon becsuse he didn't support his family.

Well, the woman got exclted in this uproar and ended up running a

stoplight and running into something.

Winona Foster
P, O, Box 221, Morehead
September 21, 1971
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Approximrate sge: 4O

Yorehead, Rowen, Ken

Tale:

There was an incldent in 1967 called the feud of the barbed-
wire fence, There hed been nothing quite like it in thls psrt of
Kentucky since the Hatflelds and HMeCoys. There haed never been
any srguments in over 20 yezsrs between the Willisms and Ingles
ebout who owned the land until Ingle started putting up s new
fence., S&ince that moment, s2lmost all hope of 2 compromlise had
been eliminated by the bitterness the dispute had czused.. About
2l]l that the two men asgreed upon was that the land was at lesst
for mountsin farmland, but worthless, The feud was just over

the principle involved,

Winona Foster
F. 0. Box 221, Forchead
November 30, 1671
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Common Bellef:

Everyone 1s set in thelr own weys.

aueu) DLl LIlR
December 14, 1922
Yorehesd, Rowan, Xentucky

Winone Foster
F. 0. Box 221, YForshe=d
September 21, 1671
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App;oximate age: Li Jea
LT

Forehead, Rowsn, Kent

Common beliefse:

Judge Csldwell ssys that he would not use friends to get shesd,

He runs hls office in an honest manner and bellieves in always
being sober, in other words, no drinklng in the home ar at the
office.

Politics 1s friendly with no violent moves,

Politici=ns look for jJjobs indirectly for theilr relatives.

If a politiclilan does not want to admit his favorltism for
snother politicien, the papers wlll print or someone wWill say
that hls father llkes that person.

People vote honestly and go hore,

Winona Foster
F. 0. Box 221, lMorehesad
October 16, 1971
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Common beliefs:
9 Feny people who voted were elther glven
pay for votes, and this still happens todey.
The Democrats and Republicans both hsve

in the county and bring voters te the polls,

rr,H111 FHlerce
Date of birth: pugust
27, 1936

Korehead, Rowan, Kentucky

money or alcchol to

carriers who go out

FPoliticians accept money, gifts, etec.,; 2nd those in offlce

reward.,

Winons Foster

P. 0, Box 221
Morehead
November ¢, 1971
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Common Bellefs:

Fr. Chensult James
Approximate age: 4O

TasT
years

horehead, HKowen, Eentucky

Any close race ls always won by someone stealing votes,

at

Winona Foster
F. 0. Box 221, lorehead
November 30, 1971
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¥r. James E., Clay

Date of birth: Decerctre
14, 192

7
¥Kerenead, Rowan, Kentuc

sSong:

Happy Chandler's song to the tune of "Happy Days Are Here

tgain,"

The Democrat War Song to the tune of "Dixie,.”

Winona Fostier
P, 0, Box 221, lorehead
September 21, 1G71
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Approximate sege:
lorehead, Howan,

Poems:

There you'll be henging to greet him,
when Jasper comes home with the win,
Nary a smlle will he bear dut

he'll be a winner all right.

Josper's the last of the Logsns, Hit's
reason to think that he'll beat,

Beat and treget all his opponents,
he'll have the result at his feet.

No, 38ir, I'm not begrudging Jake should
have his lawful chsnce,

But God! ef thar wss room for him

this County would be moved to France!

The road 1ls where all the world passes by-=-
but there 1s still the hill,

Feople I tell you plain

elect me and 1 level that hill,.

Winona Foster

P, 0, Box 221
Forenead, Kentucky
November 30, 1671
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Words

or terms:

"Tf elected,

I will do

FOLKLORE *N

WESTERN KENTL

APPTOX1lra Lt age: i

yomLo

Morehead, Rowan, Kentucky

Winona Foster
P. 0. Box 221, lKorehead
Novemrber 30, 1971
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br. Jaces E, Clay

Date of birth: Lece=nher
14, 1920

Morehead, Howan, Kentucky

Proverb:
@ A rainy day 1s a good day for the Democrats, end a cleer

day 1s for the Republicans,

Winona Foster
F. 0, Box 221, Xorehead
September 21, 1671



Proverb:
"Elect a winner."

"If you can't best

‘em,

Join

|em. 13

Lia g R I T SR P V., U T

Approximate age: Lo ye

horehead, Howan, Kentis:

Winona Foster
F, 0, Box 221, Morehez:
November 30, 1571
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Date of birth: Dacerber
14, 1920
lorehead, Rowan, Kentucky

Common Practices:
Candldates put out parephernalis such as, penclls, oumper
stlckers, etc,, before an election. They slso make gpeeches

st the couvrthouse and mingle with the people.

Winona Foster
P. 0., Box 221
September 21, 1671
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Date of birth:

Forehead, Rowan,

Common Practices:

etec,

Polltlcians have tendencles towards weddings, funerals,

for exposure to the public,

Greatest contribution 1s having rosds improved.

Winona Foster

P. C. Box 221
Forehead
November ¢, 1971



Approxinate age: 40 year
l.orehead, Rowan, Eentucky

Common Fractilces:
0 Prior to election time, there is courthouse speaking, political

ralllies, banquets, fish-frys, dsnces, etc.

Winona Foster
P. 0, Box 221, lorehead
November 30, 1971
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Objects of Material Culture:

The party symbol is used such as,

Date of birth: Deczember

Forehead, Rowan,

the log cabin for the

Republicans, the rooster for thc Democrats, and the camel for

the Prohibitions.

Each city counclliraen s2dopts his own symbol,

,Lr'u'.
uﬂnkl

Winona Foster
F, 0, Box 221
September 21, 1971
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Farmers and I am sure he claimed the spokesman position for
the Democratic Party., Informant was in the position that his
attendance was greatly desired at political gatherings and
rallies and I am sure these meeting were a good source of
political folklore. I was particularly impressed with the
informant since he could retain many political traditions he
had heard and was usually able to remember how and when he

had first heard them. If all my informants had been as witty
and cooperative as Mr, Perry my task would have been consider-

ably easier,

Mr, Perry, my first informant told me some good political
stories. He had heard this story shortly after he got back
from the war and it was told to him by his grandfather. GStory
was something along this line;

"A man was running for circuit judge in the

1940's and he gave a lot of money to one

of his campaign officials with which he

was supposed to buy votes, Instead, the

official took this money and bought a

Cadillac. Since the candicates name was

Caudill, the car became known as a "Caudillac."”

The second little political story concerned a race for county
judge in Rowan County some years back. JIt is told along these
lines;

"A preacher was running for county judge of

Rt
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In another county judge race in the 1940s, many different
things happened in the last few hours of the campaign. It
is told something like this;

"A man was once in a tight county judge

election. There was a man around Morehead

who resembled this candidate. A day before

the election the opposition bought a suit

of clothes for this man. Next, they got

him drunk and placed him in the back of a

taxi and hauled him around the county.

They stopred frequently and told everyone

to come here and see their next county judge.

It so happened that this poor fellow was so

drunk he could not even drive his own car.

Actually, it was not even the read candidate."
Informant heard the above story the day after the electicn
from many of the voters in the community. However, they did
not know that the real candidate was not drunk in the taxi and
on the previous day they had voted against him. This stunt,
which the opposition had pulled resulted in the defeat of

this candidate.

There 1s one political story I got frem my first informant, of
recent origin. It concerned a candidate for a Rowan County
office in the last county election primary.

"A man was running for sheriff of Rowan County

and he had had many posters made of himself

FOLKLORE *7 0
HESTERN KL
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with a broom. Candidate claimed throughout

the campaign that if elected he would use

this broom to sweep the courthouse sparkling

ctlean. However, he never got his chance

at being a janitor because he ran a miserable

third in the primary."
Mr. Perry saw the posters of this candidate with his broom
and remembered hearing this tale in the last county election.
This had no doubt been the first political race for this
candidate and may be in part his reason for being photographed

with a broom in his hand.

First informant now moves into the field of common-belief
traditions of Rowan County. One of the best I have been able
to attain, "goes along something like this;

"There is a long established belief in

Rowan County that the losers in an

election go up Salt River to get for-

giveness for voting wrong."
This common belief has been implemented after every election
in Rowan County. This common belief is very old and no specific
date can be fixed for its origin, Informant says he has even

been up Salt River a few times himself.

Now I can tell everyone a joke which has been told in the Farmsrs

vicinity after the recent gubernatorial race., It deals with one

of the losers and his thecretical voyage up Salt River,
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"After the 1971 gubernatorial election
a strong Hepublican was asked when he had
gotten back from up Salt River. He ex-
claimed that he had not been able to stay
there long because the premises were so
crowded and he had ran into a lot of
friends coming and going there,™
This joke Mr. Perry told me is of recent origin and it is
Jjust beginning to be told by people and will no doubt be

more widespread in the future.

Ancther joke which is particularly well-known to the Farmers
area deals with the GOP administration in Frankfort. It has
been told like this;

"In the 1967 gubernatorial election the winning
candidate promised new industry for the Farmers
section of Rowan County. Wwhat this heavy
industry became was a walnut hullerer which
employed one man on a part-time basis. If
this is so called industry we are going tc need
a lot more of it!"

This above joke was told after the first half of Mr. Nunn's
term in Frankfort. Informant heard it from another Democrat
and has been told very widely in this portion of Rowan County

and will probably be more widespread in the future,.

One last category of political traditions the informant was

able to help me with concerned his definition of a precinct
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chairman,
"A precinct chairman is an essential link
in the political party because all elections
are won or lost at the local level. A precinct
chairmans duties consist of "selecting a county
cthairman, receiving notices on rallies and
speeches and obtaining contributions"., People
of Rowan County regard the precinct chairman
as the one to see on getting patronage and
serves as the main link with the hierarchy
of the party at the county level, This precinct
chairman is elected by voice vote by all the
registered voters of his party at their respective

pelling places.”
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pecple joxingly refer to the informant as the "mayor"

or "sheriff" of Farmers. No doubt this is all for mere
fun. Another reason I interviewed this individual is be=
cause many said he could help me immeasurably since he is
always in the middle of informal discussions characteristic
of this small rural community., I first thought Mr. Stevens
could help me quite a bit but after the interview was com-
pleted I found out I had been partly incorrect. Informant
claimed he had a hard time remembering the information I
was seeking and such information seemed to come and go 1in
spurts., I went through the same procedure with my second

informant as I had with my first one.

Mr. Stevens contributed one story that has had a glorious
rast within the folklore of Rowan County. It is told
frequently like this;
"Two 0ld moonshiners were going to make
moonshine for an upcoming election. Cne
went to get water for the still and the
other was to stay there with the still
until he got back. Well, while the one
was gone for the water the police arrived
and arrested the other one, still and all,
and took him to jail...the other moonshiner
came to visit the one in jail and said
"Doggone it, T always knew you were going

to get into trouble with that still of yours!"”
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Informant heard this joke on a person-to-person basis and
was told about it by his brother-in-law. However, the
informant could not set a specific date of origin for the
story but only that it has been told around the fireside

at the country general store for many years.

Second informant has come up with some common beliefs held
by the citizens of Rowan County.

"This common belief is that a vote seller

and vote buyer are two of the most dis-

honorable creatures that breathe air.”
Again the informant could not set a specific date of the
origin of this belief but said that his grandfather had
told him about this when ﬁe was a young boy. So I would
probably estimate the date of this belief to be around

the first decade of the twentieth century.

Another common belief exposed by Mr. Stevens goes something
like this;
o OvIf it is a clear day it is clear sailing

for the Democrats but if it is a cloudy

day, the next few days will be just as

cloudy for the Democrats."
Informant like so many times before was unable to ascertain
a specific date when he had first heard this common belief
but he thinks it was first told some years after the turn

of the century..Informant believes this common belief is
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only partly true because it may hold true in some cases but

be completely incorrect in another.

Next category my informant was able to help with concerned
the traditional jokes that have been told and retold. The
first joke was as follows;

"A county judge in Rowan County was once

trying a woman for some offense. In the

course of the events the woman became mad

at the continual pounding of the gavel by

the judge. Finally she said "Ifll just

knoeck you into the head with that pecker,

(judge's gavel). Tne woman went through

with her threat and it took the Eowan

County sheriff to save our county judge."
This one particular Jjoke above was spread very rapidly
throughout Rowan County and informant said it was first told
arcund the mid-1959's. One individual drew Mr. Stevens aside

and related this Jjoke to him,

Ancther joke told by the second informant is very, very, old
and the probable date of origin was back in the late 1800's.
Mr, Stevens' grandfather told him about it;

"Uncle Andy Thomas and Judge Cogswell got

drunk and got down in a ragweed field. Just

before a rain lightning bugs went to flashing

evervwinere and U'ncle Andy stuttered and said
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"Judge where we at,"™ and the Judge replied,
"Don't you see tne lights, we are right in

the middle of Cincinnati.™
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name that might cause such reactions. End result of the
interview was that Mr. Jones not only related some of the
things of the past but even provided me with some things he
had originated himself. However I did not get as much as

I thoughlt I would.

One of the stories I received from my third informant wound
up something like this;

"One time a policeman in Morehead was running

for magistrate or coroner, His opponent

was placed on the ballot by some other group

and this candidate was at the time serving in

the army overseas. The candidate who was

away in the army won* the election even though

he was not even in Rowan County at the time.

Every one thought the policeman was crazy

anyway."
Informant said the above story originated in the late thirties
or early forties. Mr. Jones heard about this after the election.
No other version of this story has ever been passed down through
the political traditions of Rowan County.
A second story or tale is the sole creation of the informant.
This is very indicative of the imagination that this old man
has., Since the informant 1s very active in telling such
stories and tales it will no doubt in the future become more
widespread., The story as related by Mr, Jones sounds sometnilng

like this;
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"One time while a man was hunting in the

woods he discovered that a violent rainsterm

was approaching. To get out of the rain, the

individual got into a hollow log. When the

rain was over the man found that he was unable

to get out of the log. All a sudden he began

to think of all the mean things he had dcne in

his lifetime and in particular the times he

had voted Republican, and then he suddenly

felt so little that he Jjust slipped out of

the log.™"
This little story atove is just an example of the wit of this
man, 1 will now be one of the people to pass this story on
and it will no doubt hold a glorious position within the oral
political traditions of Rowan County particularly among
followers of the Democratic Party. This story could have

another version which would benefit the Rerputlicans.

Another funny story which has very recently popped up in

Rowan County deals with the November 2nd Gubernatorial

election., Mr. Jones related the story to me as follows;
"In the recent election a very strong Republican
who had been drinking excessively was at the
polls trving to elicit votes for the Republican
Party. This Republican was walking around the
polls with an Emberton button on his shirt
but someone had stuck a FORD-CARROLL bumper

sticker on his back. Since the Republican did
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not know it everyone was laughing at him,
Another strong Republican who was standing
nearby said "well it looks as if Bobby has
switched over and now I may as well go home',
Finally the Republican descovered the sticker

and quickly tore it off and went off.”

This one particular story above has become a commonplace

among the

residents of Farmers and it will just be a matter

of time before it is spread all over the county. This type

of story is particularly funny among the Democrats since

this one Republican had claimed a victory for his party.

Another story related by the third informant dealt with a

Democrat in a voting booth,

This abowve

election,

"Once a Democrat went Lo the polls to vote

but had not made up his mind as to how he
should vote. He went into the voting btooth
and looked straight at the rooster and finally
decided to pull the lever under the rooster.
It seems as if he hit the rooster lever too
hard becuase it made a straight line of x's
down through the whole ticket and the log
cabin shuddered and the smoke just rolled out
of the chimney."

story was first told around the 1960 presidential

However I have not heard anyone else ever tell

this story, but again it may only be a matter of time until
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it becomes widespread.

Third informant was only able to contribute one more story
to my cause and it originated after the five-cent sales
tax was passed by the state legislature. Mr. Jones heard
it from another man and this man did not know when it had
really originated.
"After the five percent sales tax was passed
in the legislature it seems as if Governor
Nunn had to take the blame. One man re-
marked that it had been twenty-four years
since Kentucky had had a Republican governor

and now by gosh it would be twenty-four ore!"
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up to this point. Informant said she had been so busy in
the last few days that she had not had the time to really
think up anything of real significance. However what she
did tell me was something I had not heard before..,first

hand observation.

Mrs. Elam started off the interview with a story which
related to a past County Judge.

"It seems as if a past County Judge would

come in every morning at &:00 and open up

the doors of the courthouse and his door

in particular. State law he said, required

him to open from & A.M. til 4 F.M. but no

law required him to be in there."
This story occured during the mid-1950's. fiirs. Elam did
nct hear this little episode from anyone but was one of
the first to hear it from the County Judge himself. Again

this was first-hand observation.

Second story my fourth informant related to me dealt with
voting absentee in a hotly contested primary.
"At one time absentees were voted at the
courthouse and an old man was brought in
to vote absentee. It so happened he had a
baby's bottle in his back pocket and in the
course of events the bottle was turned upside

down and the milk began to flow out. A man

-.. 'l\‘l{
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standing nearby exclaimed "it hurt this
man so much to vote for Chandler that he
gave milk down"."
This little incident above was observed by Mrs. Elams'
husband and he related it to his wife. This little story
would not have been recovered had it not come from a public
official who seemed to be in the thick of things. Informant
of course has never heard any other version of this story.
This event occured during the hotly contested Cémbs-Chandler

primary of 1959.

Next little story Mrs. Elam told me dealt with a floater,
vote at a Haldeman precinct.
"An old lady who was a floater voter was
standing around outside the polls but
had not yet voted. The GOF had supposedly
already bought the wvote but she still had
not voted. A Democrat who was standing near
the polls told her to go in and mark a straight
Democratic ballot or the two mean boys from the
nearby ridge would kill her. Immediately she
went into the polls and voted a straight Dem-
ocratic ticket and even held it up for the
Democrat to see."
Informant maintained that this little story occured during
the 1953 election and Mrs. £lam was later to hear about it
from the Democratic official who had supposedly influenced
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Final contribution I was able to get from Mrs. Elam dealt
again with absentee voting at the courthouse.

"In the 1959 primary a man was running

around trying to get money from both the

Democratic organization and the Republican

organization for his absentee vote. By

the time he had obtained money from both

sides he went in and got his ballot but

failed to mark 1t and placed the empty

envelope in the ballot box. The county

clerk notarized the ballot but was too

busy to check to see if the ballot was

actually in there. In the end neither

side had been able to gain a vote."
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with the best information I could have obtained from
any other citizen of Rowan County regardless of who he
is. I notified the informant about two weeks ahead of
the interview about what I was looking for and the part

he could play in helping me find such information.

One of the first stories Mr., McClain related to me was
one that has been told statewide and therefore is part
of Kentucky folklore.
"Doc Beauchamp or Beechem as he was
commonly known was one of the great
storytellers of modem day Kentucky.
Doc claimed one of his major reasons for
being such a strong Democrat was because
his youngest sons was a victim of the
Hoover [epression. Always there seemea
to be someone in the crowd who would ask
how this came about..by falling out of a
highchair? and Beauchamp would reply,
"no, by falling out of a persimmon tree
trying to get his breakfast.”

This little story was told over and over again at Demo-
cratic rallies and has taken a position in the folklore of
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Doc Beauchamp just recently
passed away in Logan County and Kentucky therefore lost a

very colorful figure,
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Another little tale commonly associated with Rowan County
tradition deals with a dolorful circuit judge and his
sidekick character. It has been told many times something
like this;
"One of the most popular politicians of Rowan
County was Bill Young who had been a state
senator and cifcuit judge. A character who
ran around with him told of their joint
episode in Lexington. Judge Young and his
sidekick had been attending a state political
rally in Lexington, became intoxicated and
as they were walking down the street they
became disgusted with something that had hap-
pened at the rally. Judge Young grabbed up
a brick and started to throw it through a
store window. Then the other character
knocked Judze Young down and took the btrick
away from him. Judge Young then asked, "why
did you hit me?" and the character replied,
"you're the only lawyer in this crowd and if
I get in jail you can get me out but if you
get in, I can't get you out.”
This little story was told around 1925 and it was told very

widely by the character who had been with Judge Young.

The next little story told by Mr. McClain dealt with an old
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county doctor and his race for the County Judgeship.
"Dr, Evans was from Farmers and he went
out of his way to doctor people, regardless
of whether they were Democrats or Republicans
or any money or not. This informant I have
interviewed drove the Doc's car around and when
they returned home at night the Doc would
not have enougn money to pay for the day's
gas bill. So in 1924 Doc decided to enter
the race for County Judge as a Democrat. On
Tire Flat, was a strong Republican whose name
was Jack McClurg and Doc Evans had doctored
his whole family and Jack had never paid him
a: red cent. 5o Doc Evans had informant drive
him to see Jack who was digzing sassafras.
Doec got out of the car and said, *"Hi, Uncle
Jack and Jack repljed, "Hi Doc.™ Doc went
on to tell Jack that he was running for County
Judge and he would like to nave his vote. Jack
replied "if you are a Republican I will vote
for you but if not I would vote for a yeller
dog first." Informant said, “What do you say
about that, Doc?" and Doc said,"Crank her up
and let's go."
This funny story above occured in 1924 election and the
informant had the opportunity to be there when it actually

happened.

1
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When the informant was County Judge many little stories
came to the surface and one of the most memorable has been
told like this;
"There was a family in Rowan County and it was
comprised of a widow and five or six qualified
voters., I knew they were vote sellers and I
sent them twenty dollars whenever I ran for
County Judge and won., The girls and boys were
always running afoul of the law and I got tired
of their actions and firally put two of the boys
in jail, for thirty days. The mother came into
the courtroom and said "Judge you can't do that
because I voted for you", and he replied "you
give my twenty dollars back and I'll turn your
boys loose.”
This little story occured during the informants reign as County

Judge in the 1950's.

The next little story deals with a man who ran for County

Judge against a clique or a macnine type of organization.
"In these mountain counties we have a County
Attorney and County Judge and if two could
cooperate they could form what is commonly
known as a "clique" or "machire™. All of
these counties in the years leading up to the
1920's were run by a clique or machine, 1In
Rowan County the clique was run by Caudills and

dogges. John Piley was a candidate for County
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Judge against a Caudill. Riley did his elec-
tioneering on horseback and wound up winning
by a majority. 3Some of the old heads in the
County asked Riley what he attributed his big
victory to and John said "Well I went out in
the county and cussed the clique in power and
when I got back to town I made the people
there think I was the clique.”
This little story wa2s told by John Riley himself and he told
it many times over himself because he remained a public offi-

cial for something like fifteen years.

Another little story that Mr, #¥cClain told me about concerned
the character that had served as Judge Bill Young's sidekick.
Again the character has another =tory following this one.
"Uncle Tom Barber had a habit of getting
arrested about every two weeks for being
drunk. Cne "onday, Uncle Tom was caught
and fined. Four cr five days later Tom was
picked ur again and Judge said, "Tom haven't
you learned by now its expensive to be fined
twice in one week?" Tom replied, "Judge vyou
can't fine me again because this is the same

drunk I was on when you fined me on Monday."

I
*Many of Toms friends used to constantly tell
him "Tom vou're in bad trouble this time and
need a lawyer." Tom would say, "I don't have
T [':‘.\.1', Livaolk
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some fee witnesses,"
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The next little story deals with a halfway lawyer who spec-
ialized mainly in small misdemeanor cases. This story occured
in the early forties and was told by friends around the court-
house.

"An old fellow whc was supposedly a lawyer

used to around tne jail house, look to see

who was there, He had a special fee for

misdemeanor cases and it was ten dollars

for a straight case and twenty dcllars if he

would furnish the witnesses.™
Probably the cldest story the informant remembered was the
one which dealt with a man who was on the witness stand in
court.

"An old fellow was a witness before the court in
a horse stealing case. 0One attorney asked him if he knew
the defendant and whether or not he saw the defendant on a
certain dav and what he was doing. Wwitness rerlied that
he was riding a horse fourteen feet high., Other attorney
Jumped up and said "Ycu mean fourteen nands high."” Witness
then asked the judge what he had said and Judge replied,
"fourteen feet high." "3Say it once, say it again, you are

not going to catch me in a lie."

Informant heard this story around 1920 but its origin probably

goes back to the late 1800's.

Final category which the fifthe informant encountered in
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seeking the oral political traditicens of Rowan County was in
‘ the realm of words or terms. The informant was able to

contribute two such traditions.

"A floater vcter is one who continually sells
his vote."

"A professional vote seller will stay away from
the polls on election day and you will have to
go look them up. They will rrztend they are
working and if they were to guit work to vote

they would lose money and shculd be re-imbursed
if thev do so."
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