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Interview with Dan P. Stewart, 1365 Knapp Ave., Mcrehead, Ky. 40351 ?q’
Class of 19

Occupation:

Interviswer: Michael Downs

Date: 1’2”?3
T. Family History

0. What was your fathe;"s occupation?
A. He. was a millurif\ by trade.
v

Q. How much education did he have?
A, One year of college.

Q. What was his income?
A. 15 to 20,000

Q. Were you a student when you entered the service?
A. No, I wasn't. I"d gone one year to Morehead Stete University and dropped out
after that. I wes actually working in a paper mill at the time I enlisted.

Q. Where was that:
A. Oxford Paper Company in West Carrollton, Ohio. [ think it was Oxford Mining.

Q. What was your inceme at the time?
A. Probably $12,000 a year tive or take a little.

G. When yon went into the service, were you drafted or did you join?
A. Inlisted.

Q. Why did you decide to enlist?
A. I just felt that I should, that I had en obligation to my country.

Q. Before you were sent overseas to Vietnam, had you a\lrér heard anything
about Vietnam?

A. Sure did. Thats the reason I enlisted, thought I'd like to go.
Q. What exactly was it that you heard about Vietnam?

A. Well of course I knew they were fighting the communist over there and
trying to keep the country from being taken over by the communist,
I would much rather fight the communist somewhere else as fight the
coomunist here.
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IT. Service Experiznce in Vietnam

When you were in the service what was your MO??
I was a 2531 field radio operator,
When were you in Vietnam?

1967.

How long were you in Vietnam?

Thirteen months.

What unit were you assigned to?

Third Battalion, third Marine Regiment, third farine Division, I
might add that I was with H& Company.

You said you were a radio operatio, were-you in a rifle platoon?

No, I was a battalion radio operator. I operated the radio primarily
for the battalion operations and on the battalion company.,
Did you see any combat?

Yes,
Were you ever wounded?

No, just broke my arms.

While you were there did you form any opinions about the Vietnamese
people themselves?

The Vietnumese people were a group of people who were proud, they wanted
to be free, They were somewhlst confused, sore of these people were, and
I speak primarily of the Montanjards, Of course I suw more primitive
citizens of Vietnum, and thewdidn't have « full understanding of what

- was going on, 3But I think tite averaje Vietnamese hinself, did understand

Q.

A.

what was going on, Most people just wanted t¢ be free to raise nheir rice,
their families and go on about their business, they could care less sbout
industry or anything of that nature, _

What about the Arvn's were you ever around thea?

I did work with the Arvan's on numerous occasions, The Arvn's had a lot _
of inadequate ucapons. I know ome Arvn unit when tilay did recieve the i
M 16 rifle you wouldn't believe that it was the same unit, They had

weapons that would work, and they would work, ‘You have to have saaething

to fight with in order to be able to fight, And from having talked to

other Marine v who had served in Korea, tney-had compared the Arvn's as

coming along as u South Korean, They suid at one point in tiae they tihoup, ht
hle Koreans were weaker than the Arvn's, Rizht now thejSouth Korean

Marines are considered to beswome of the elite of the fizhting forces of

this world, Ve made them that way, We too could have stayed in South

Vietnam and made tirm that way, MNot to mention that South Vietnam is

-
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probably one of the richer countries us far as natural resources, Thoy 39(,
have the potential also of raisiny enough rice to make out a delta arca

to feed all of Indo~China, if they had proper argicultural tools and things

of this nature, They hiwe oil, rubber, just .bout anythint you can imayine.

One of the argueients I've heard about - why the Arvn's were such a noor
troop, this has been generally pointed out that shey had been fighting
as an orpanized force only since about 1954 and they really weren't
schooled to fight that way.

Thats to some degree correct, They were conirg alony quite well, I
looked at the thing to cease fire or not to ccase fire when we gigned

the treaty; Ve recognized and tried to stay with the treaty cause we
wanted out, The country wanted out as a whole, I know, as you saw

as Vietnam fell the many tanks thlat were left standing idle and
thelicopters, you have to look at those hhings. You have to have people
trained to operate tanks and aircraft, Also, we uwere only at taat tine
sending replacement parts or replaceazent veiiclkes, They might have had
an aircraft that was down because they didn't rave parts for it, They may
also have not had enouzi adequate trained pilcts for that aircraft,

We'!let them dova, we sure did, oid e W oty

WHen’ pou were over there were you aware that sentinent was changing?
Oh, yes, '

Did you ever get any papers from home or anything like that?

Yes, I did, In fact wh&n I cane home I hated any sucker I saw that had
long hﬂir‘ . .

Wit ié'your opinion of President Johnson?

Oh, I don't know, It would be hard to say, I think to some dexree he
tried to do the rixht tiings in Vietnam, and to some degree he did not,
(Goldwager could have been elected President,’ Le Forgot to hide From the
people whathe would do in Vietnam, iie said he would go over there and
win that war, FPut 85 2's on theax and things of this natyre, and of course
thats exactly wnat Johnson ended up doing, That just ssounded Retter to
the people than campaigns,

What about President Nixon?

I think by the time President Nixon cane alony he was just zoing to break
the back of Vietnam unto’. the point that thley would yo to the Peace table
and negoftate, ile did that also with the u5243;-

By thle time he took over theiPolicy was pretcy much accepted,

The policy was accepted, they were coming out, They vere just trying to
ofind a method to come out, We lost 57,000 aid seme odd soldiers over
thére, Eitber kilked or 1IA"s and it would be hard to even zaure how
many thousands upon thousands of Vietnumese people were just slaughtered
as dorth Vietnau took over South Vietnaa, Une of tue things thley did first
of all when they cume into each village or hamlef they would take over.
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They put their school teachers to work iamediately, OFf course'if you were
a school teacher you were in a hazardeous duty dtuation, You d just about
get killed, Th y wanted to yet the indoctygrii ation started immediately

upon the kids, B X

why-did ve lose in Vietnam?

Ve lost in Vietnam becuuse we were not allowed to fight thé war, We had
seemingly all the vround rules. The lorth Vietnamese did not have the
ground rules, It zoes back to the political aipect of the war, Uhen you

1. got to be concerned with the {others and Daddvs' whiapering about this and

thut, feariny their child going to war and in “act a lot of these folks

would have influence: had money and things of this nature; a lot of

political influence, and this is the thing that zot back to our elected
officials in WasHington., These folks are running for office and of course
thegy're going to try to stay in tune withl uhat the s eneral public is

looking at and whiat they re wantiny, For thes2 reasons 'they kept our ‘hands
tied., I fecel bhat they did and the only biiing I can say about the way-

they let us fight that war, welre just- luckvy the Horth Vietninese did not

have the aircre’t and artillery that we had, they would just flat kick L
thgﬁi butts biz tiae,

Let's get back for a minute to when you were :n Vietnam, what was a typica’.
day like for you?

Depended on the situation. A lot of the time we were in the Batallion CP. [hat
would just be a matter of work on your bunker, stood radio watch at a pariicular
shift., We had a thing over there for the first six months I was in Vietnam
called Ho Chi Minh hour. Every morning at 7:00 we were mortared, from 7:00 t»
7:30 just like clockwork. When you first got to Vietnam you were scared to death,
then you kind of mellowed into a groove that you just went about your work and
didn't think about it. When your friends would get killed and things of this
nature, you would only get bitter and want to retaliate over that. Then, as you
would start to get short and cleose to coming home, you would get like you first
came there, scared to death that you weren't getting home. So I would say, all in
all out of thirteen months, I probably spent 103 to 11 months that I was just
there doing a Job and never even thought about if I was going to get killed that
day or not get killed. I'm not saying there wasn't times I didn't get scared,
cause there were a lot of times I got scared. It would be very comparable to a
football game. I would refer say to a firefight when you're on a search and destroy
operation, you walk around with butterflys in your stomach just like you would
before a football game. Once you got into a firefight you just wernt ahead and
played. You did your job and never thought about it until after it was over, and
you sit back and try to analyize what had happened, your actions, and what you
could have done to improve your actions, to assist better. During mortar attacks
and things of this nature you just sat in a damned hole, scared to death, hoping
somebody's not coming after you,
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Q. People don't realize that you were hardly ever in actual contact with the enemy.

A.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Most of the time, except when they might try to overun a base, it was mostly hil
and run in the field.

‘It was a hit and run situation and a lot of times we would go to places that
‘other. units were in trouble, go in as a reac:ionary force. A lot of time. you i

where you were going and exactly what you were getting into. Hill 881 at rhe Sm!
was such an iacident, you knew when you wen: there what was going on. Thi.s woul'!l
probably have been the spring of 1967. When we got there it was on and it turnc!
into a batallion operation. Numerous occasions you did know where you wex« goim'
and also you knew what to expect when you gnt there. The thing I think abcut 8'1.
our batallion had just Leen given M 16's prctably the week before and it 1s stil!
amazing to me. We were given roughly 1100 bac¢ M 16's. The rifles would je:i. The

- chanbers were so rough, for example, that the brass would not eject after the
, weapon had beer. fired. The ejection pins were so strong that a lot of times thry
‘would just go through the brass and I was amazed that in 1967 a bad lot of

weapons reached Vietnam end got into a combat situation. As a result we did lon"
a lot of people. We had heavy casualties in my batallion. I thought how i1 the

.world can industry with the technology we haé and the military being what it in.
‘how in the world can they send inadequate wespons to Vietnam. I was, of cuurse,

referring to the fact that it's unthinkable that the government of this ¢ untry
woula allow weapons that were inadequate to :ecach its combat troops. And ulso

to allow troops to come into combat with a weapon that many of them had -i1ever
fiqéd before. They had seen pictures of it but did not know anything aboul the
care and maintenance of this weapon. Then a week later you're in a combat
situation where your life depends upon that veapon. Another situation I wus
really amazed about, as I was leaving Vietnam there was an order put out “hrousl
our division that you had to have a combat emergency before you could fir~ the
81lmm mortar. Somewhere along the line someone got the big idea that they would
change the old cardboard, tarpaper container that the mortar round came in and
would make a nice plastic tube that it would come in, that you could unscrew th-
1id and pull the round out, This was very handy once you used it, you could car'V
water in it, carry your C-rations in, or whatever. Somecne forgot to check the
fact that the heat and humidity in Vietnam and forgot to check the fact that th!"
particular container would allow condensation to develop on the inside and get !I"
increments wet. I saw a situation where they couldn't get a mortar round outsidr
the perimeter, That's the reason it was a combat situation before you could firr.
because you could shoot the hell out of your own people. I thought that was
another good gesture of our technology and whoever's supposed to research thosc
items before they release it to be used by the military. There was just nimerour
things like that, it was just amazing that it happened.

Did they ever go back to the old cardboard centainer?
Oh yes, they had to go back.
Did you finfl +hat you developed some pretty :lose relationships over there?

You most definitely did. When you live with people in that fashion and you rely
on those people to help keep you alive, you develop a closeness that you're

- c¢loser to those people than you've ever been to brothers and sisters or your

parents or wife or anyone. You know everything there is to know about them and
they know everything there is to know about you. It's definitely a close situat!+'
At the same time when a guy would possiblt get killed or something, you didn't

git around and cry because you lost your best friend. You just got a little bitl:!
abeut the situation and went on. I once carried a fellow for about an hour tryii
to get him to an aid station. I guess the guy was dead when I picked him up. St!!!
I didn't believe he was, but he was. He was close and I cared.
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Wk n you came hone did you need any medical treatment?

o, 2 e a2

ibw did others treat you?
I was treated just fine,

A lot of Vietnan Veterans sgay they didn't zet any recoxnition whien they
came back, Did you ever want anythiny like that?

No, I don't bhink we needed any recoynition, Ve'd done no more than

.w lat they'd done in the Korean War. We just becime a xroup of people

Q.

A,
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just like the others, We just joined the Civilian population ajain,
Ve avere a group of people wilo had done what woi umughL was rixht For

our country,

When you came back then, your attitudes and opinions were about the sume
aus when you went over, you weren't disillusloned or anythipg?

Jo, I was not bitter, 1f I was bitter at al.. I was bitter because of the
politics involved in the way., Also, I was pitter somewut avainst the
particuulr people I knew that had evaded the draft or cvaded the war

in one fashion or another, #s I said, for « leny tine I couldn't

accept seceinn anvbody wioh lony hair and thims of tiis nature,

I just didn't feel tuose peonle were partriotic to their countrv, This
is thée attitude T had developed froa what I hkd read in wbhe paper,

Cause every time I sawisoncone denonstrating ayain € tihe war it was
alwuys the longhaired folks, Probably was a bnd situation I allowed - =
myself to get into, I was lapeliny anvone who had lomg hair in amv deyree
vhatsoever 4s a dumn draft dodger, Fron that standmoint T was bitter,

That opinion was prevalent at that time...
I think it was,

When did you start into Morehead after wou got out of the amy?

I came back out of the Marine Corp, I didn'c start back to colleze until
1975, the spring scaester, 1 didn't feel until that tine that T vas ready

to come back to collene, I orzinally left collese because I didn't
feel that I was prepcaed to 30 to collexe 1:ntally, I'a not sipeakiny, I

“7“~didn't nave the intellivence to 7o, I just wasn't rcady to 3o to school,

Q.

A.

Vihen I vas fresiman the parents paid vou mwuld »o to college and I
went to colle~ne, I didn't need to b in ccllete vet, because I had
not yet made up my maind as to what I wunted to do in life,

When you came back to Moranead did vou ever join any kind of Veterans
organizuation?

Well, I belonged to the Azerican Lejion, I joined the Azerican

begf~-n tne d:y after I came hole fron Vietnun , or the day after I was
discharped, I did belong to tine Veteruns club on cimpus, I wm also a
uwember of VFW, I should past meaber:because we don't have a club locally,
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others that will always be followers, and thut% all thev're ever going ’
to be, Thats just tne way life is in weneral, and the ailitarv as well, 35“
You have to have your quota of those people 'who will nake zood 1CO's,

good cfficers, How, we're not hurting I don't think as far as officers,
because the officers, most of thex are joins, through R0TC or somethiny of

that nature, sSdne type of fomal educatior process, “ilitary is gettin:

a lot of people now just for the sake that ihey cannot find jobs, I |
just believe that we are hurting in thé ranks as far as LCO's and thinge

of this nature,

It does represent a true cross-section of tle country..,

Exactly, A true crosswsection of the people as far as the people with
formal education and the people recuiring a hixh school type education,
I'n not advocating that everyone ahould have a formal education, it has
nothing to do with that, I fust think that rhe peonle who are in a
position to pursue life and to make sonethin; out of life for themgelves
regurdless of whether they huve a college denree or not, Thev are voing
to f;0 out and find theaselves a sood trade, they will work, they will do
well, And some of these other folks are jus: the type of Folks that are
not going to pursue that much in tryiny to yat thbkmselves emvloved, and
try to upgrade their lifeiStandards and tninis of this nature. They're
just content co be in the groove they're in.

Do.you think that we're asg patriotic a.country as we used to be?

I helieve the patriotisn of the country is b:inz restored, I think for

a period of tine that people were not as patriotic as they should be, I
believe after the Iran situation, is when people began to become patriotic
again as a w ole., I ulso believe that if President Carter at that time

had invaded Iran he would have had the total support of all the people
of this country, I believe that scactime in the future we will be

involved in some twpe of a conflict, in soae €ashion. The world also

has to be told that they're not fust voinz to run over the United States

as they have done in times past,

.

Low do you feel about the way President Reugun is handling some of the

situations in the world today, sucn as El Salvador and Leaanon?

I think he% uandling it quite well, Ve're xoiny back to the sme type

of situation, not the sime situation as Vietnaa, but the same type of

things thats nappeniny in those countries., '’ou have communist factions

that are trying to take those countriaes over, And again, let me re-emphasize,
I would much rather fizht ohe communist on soae other soil than the

Anerican soil, If we don't help thase otiler countries thay're soiny to

become communist as well and the¢ re -oing to e after us, Somewhere we

tave to stop the people before they zet here, There's enough of them

already liere,
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As far as the marines in Lebanon right now, do you think they're placing
some of the same restrictions on them?

They definitely do have restrictions. Of courase they're over there on patinl
action, peace keeping action within the United Nations. It's just a mat®fec of
time I think uatil the Marines need to be unicashed. Of course they are fighting
back now. You can't just sit in a fortified position and let everybody just
knock the hell out of you. You've got to retaliate. I think they're doing bthat
from what I see in the news media and what have you.

What about the role of the United States in tle world today? Can we still e a
policing force anymore or has that time gone?

.I don't think that we have ever actually been a policing force for the world.

We have to look at all these other countries vho are assisting. I have mix=d
emotions about the United Nations, but I thinli through the United Nations we
are trying to assist other countries in the plice action. We're not totally
doing it ourselves. As large as we are and as populated as we are, we sometimes
tend %o have mrre troops and equipment commited to a situation such as El )
Salvador or Lebanon or what have you. Because of our force we will never ever
in this world be able to be a neutral country. We are one of the big counti~ies,
one of the big powers. We are rich in everything that everybody else would like
to be rich in. The only way we're going to keip neutral to any extent is ia
having our military forces up to par to a point that nobody's going to mess
with us.

Do you believe in a strong military?
I most certainly do. Your best offense is a good defense.
Do you believe President Reagan is doing the right thing?

Yes he is.

Did you understand then why the U.S. was fighting in Vietnam?

I believe we fought in Vietnam,...the purpose was the always the same in
my opinion, and that was to defeat communist and assist other countries

in remaining free.
Has your opinion changed any since you've been back?

The only thing changed, as far as my thinking on Vietnam would be the
political side of Vietnam., You camnnot fght a war with politics -
involved in it. It was costly in lives and things of this nature, :
when you go into war, and its necessary that we do from time to time,
you don't need to worry about which Senator or Congressman is going

to be re-elected, Or whe's going to be elected for President., We

need to go in there and do the job and get ourselves out. When we do
get into a war situation, we should use all the resources afforded to
our military forces. Not go in there hap?hazardly and only utilize the
ground troops.
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Its like a lot of people think the military had th§ir hands tied...

The military did have their hands tied, I know when I was in Vietnam I
spent all of my time in the DMZ. There was a six to eight month period
of time when we did not have any B 52 strikes, Period. That was because
of public opinion back here, that it was inbumane and what have you.

Have'you tvver taken part in any kind of a piotest or anythiny like that?

Ko, I haven't, I didn't take part in a prot:st but I did have the
opportunity to be in Washinyton D,E, as they thad the last Anti-Var

demonstration, I got to turn a lot of their tables over, with their

pamphlets und things, which I enjoyed. I think I sas the only zuy
there wearing a burr haircut, white tee sghirt and levi's,

5 What is your view on the draft as opposed to h ¢ volunteer army?

I belleve the draft ghould be restored., The reason behiny that’is,

I'm now in the Army reserves, I belony to the 'lorehicad reserve unit,

I'm a tank comnander., We're part of a trained division, We spend our
anbual training at Fort wnox, KY, traininy troops., I have looked at

tie military as it is today, they've not xet:ing the "ecrom " of people

tuat they-need, Defore with tile druft, you would wet some people who would
be followerg, you'd get people who were xoing to be leaders, anything

you do in life shey're particular people who will be in positions

and who are geared mentally to to be the leaders,

What do you thiM{the outlook is for the future of the country?

I vant to think that our country is going to just continue to be the best country
in the world, We have faults but we still have the best thing going as compared
to any other country. I just want the United States to remain free as it is and
stay that wny, if our own constitution doesn't get in our way in some fashion.

I believe that we have all the people that we can take into this country right
now, Somevhore along the line things are going to have to be changed so we just
don't take the unwanted population of the rest of the world. We've got tc worry
about our cvm people that we've got here., I believe that we've got plenty of people.
I hope the next time we have a conflict the politicians let the military do their
Job and not, worry about getting re-elected. Wien you drag out a thing like that
and hold the military back and do not afford the military the right to utilize
vhat they hnve available to them, then you are in a situation where you're gonna
cost more American lives. We need to go on and just get the job done. No one likes
war, its very anpleasant. But its obvious history has said this will happen, and
it vill happen, So if we're gonna do it, let's do it and help the people we're
gonna help nnd not just go in there and get.the peovle started on the right track
and turn tslls and run and leave them to the enemy, the communist.
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‘Do you think Morehead State University gave vrou a well-rounded education?

I think so. When I came back to college I w~s older and quite a bit wiser and
I'm sure Iididn't get any more intelligent, just got a lot of experience. I

found it to be no problem whatsoever, as for wanting to return to college, I'll
never forget when I walked into registratioo, when I left registration war held
in Botton Auditorium in what is now the dril” room for ROTC. When I walkecd into
Laughlin Health I said " Well hell, I'll never get through here. But I enjioyed
it. Well, in certain cases it was somewhat difficult. Particularly math class

for example, if its modern math and things of this nature. I admit I'd sa;* ,"What

‘in the hell is that!" Of course you're sitting in here with a group of ki.is who

just got out of high school and its nothing to them. They've been exposed to this
and ypu hadn't.

Do you think your degree helped you as far as employment is concerned?

Well, I've been a person that I've never had a problem with employment. I just
felt like if you wanted to work you'd always be able to find a job. In geuting a
job I could appreciate, it definitely helped. There's a differenceé in just going
to work and punching a time clock and doing a particular Jjob over and over and
now having a Jjob and a particular responsibility working under the mayor that I
enjoy. I answer to the public and I work with the public., It's a very meaningfull
job to me, much more meaningfull than driving a truck ever had been or an;thing
such as that. I think you have to work in a position where you feel like you're
acccmplishing something and meking a contribution to society itself., Of course
with a formal education I am now doing that.



