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A perfect example of the frivolous use '
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Litile Red Schoolhouse

Thigher education specifically, I cannot

of public funds came with the ap- in good conscience ask for your support
proval by the state controlling board of ' 1n the project at Bowling Green,” he
spending $50,000 to'move a century-old, : ‘told the House, “and therefore cannot

one-room schoolhouse from a Norwalk  support it myself
~~area farm to the campus of Bowling If alumni or other private interests
want to make donations to pay for mov-

Green State University. | : ) 0
tax dollars for - Ing this ancient schoolhouse onto . the

This commitment of

”
.

a venture of dubious worth was the pet ~ campus, let them do so. But why ghould

project of State Rep:

Arthur Wilkowski Ohio taxpayers foot the bill to the tune

— a BGSU alumnus — who maneuver- - of $50,000 for Mr. Wilkowski’s ‘ grand

~ed it througl_l the General Assembly ‘gesture toward his

alma mater? It only

last year. It is Mr. Wilkowski’s belief . reinforces the impresgion in many
that, since BGSU began as a teachers” minds that there are always some

college, “it seems appropriate to me  eager politicians who are willing to -

that the schoolhouse be relocated ~spend money on any foolish item that
— _ comes along, as long as the dollars

there.”

1t is true that there are those pri-

come out of the pockets of taxpayers.

vate citizens and university educators Aside from the money involved, this
who are agog over the prospect of hav-  project involves a matter of esthetics.
ing a little red-brick one-roomer In moving an old building into a new
transplanted to the campus to be used environment, great care is needed in
as a repository for educational memor- seeing that the right kind of planning -
abilia. And since the university velies is done to provide the proper, harmoniz-
on the good will of state lawmakers on  ing setting. Otherwise, regardless of
oceasion, it was naturally in no position  how much nostalgia oozes out of a one-
to dampen Mr. Wilkowski's enthusiasm  room schoolhouse,
once he started to persuade his col- © of place on a college campus as that
the $50,000 re- rickety log cabin does in the middle of
quired to make it all happen. the Toledo Zoo.
But there is a question of priorities That may be no
here, as Rep. Charles Kurfess — also at BGSU. The architectural . hodge-

Jeagues to appropriate

a BGSU alumnus — PO

inted out in ex- podge that has blos

plaining why he could not go along with  there may make it
such an unwise expenditure of public the country where a little red school-
light of today’s house would not stick out like ‘a sore
fiscal circumstances generally. and in thumb.

‘funds. “Regretfully, in

o

it could look as out

problem, of course,

somed helter-skelter-
the only campus in
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MEMBERS

of a Morehead State University art

class sketch the Moonlight Schoolhouse as workmen

add finishing touches to the exterior of the building
on the campus of the university.

One-room school restored as musewum

Special fa The Courier-Journal

MOREHEAD, Ky. — A little white
schoolhouse hus materialized among the
high-rise buildings on the campus of
Moreheatl State Universily.

1t is the restored Little Brushy School,
originally located eight miles north of
Morchead in Rowan County Donated to
MELU by William Dailey of Morchead, the
frame building Is being refurbished for
use as # muscum and has been renamed
the “Cory  Wilson  Stewart  Moonlight
Schoolhouse,”

Now situated adjacent to Universily
Breckinridge School near the center of

the MSU campus, it will house artifacts
of the onec-room-school era and displays
of the “Moonlight School” movement in
adult education,

The scnool was constructed in 1910 dur-
ing the administration of Mrs. Stewart
as Rowan County school superintendent,
She started the Moonlight Schonls. where
volunteer leachers taught reading and
writing by night to adults. The schools
were named because classes were cone
ducted only on mounlit nizhts, The Moon-
light Sehnol movement spread rapidly,

Mrs, Stewart became head of the Ken-

tucky Illiteracy Commission and later the
World Illiteracy Commission. A Kentutky
historical marker has been moved o the
school gite to commemorite her work.

Used for 52 years, the school was
abandoned In 1063 when a new consoli-
dated school opened. Litlle Brushy wag
among the schools used for the Moonlight
classes,

efforl," saidd MSU President Adron Doran.

MSU's  Appalachian  Adult  Education
Center, established in 1067 to develop
atlult education programs in 13 stotes, was
cited by the United Natlons last vear for
“meritorious work in world literaey."

Dr. Dorin said the adult education cen.
ter would be responsible for maintaining
the school and its exhibits,

The Moonlight Schoolhouse will be

“We felt the university's international
reengnition in adult education led to
be permanently marked and, at the same
fime, we want to pay tribule to the heri-
tage of Mrs. Stewart and her pioneer

pened to the public at 3:30 p.m. Sunday

as part of a two-day obscrviance of the
start of MSU’s second 50 years as a state
institution,





