
FLAG DAY CEREMONY 
OLD COURTHOUSE LAWN 
12 NOON, JUNE 14, 2007 

'1 

WELCOME ... .... .. .......... . ........ LLOYD DEAN 

INVOCATION .. .. .. ........ ... ..... . . .. . JOE CLINE 

PLEDGE . ... .. .... . . . ......... . . .. LOIS L. HAWKINS 

PRESENTATION OF FLAG ..... .. . . . . . .. .. AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 126 

GOD BLESS AMERICA ............ . ... ..... J . R. MAY 

SPEAKER .... ..... . ... . ........ . .. . ... JACK ELLIS 

THANK YOU ...... ... .......... .. ... ... GARY LEWIS 

BENEDICTION .. . . . .. . . ........... . . . . MIKE ADAMS 

REGISTRATION . ..... ... . .... . .. ...... JEAN CLINE, 
ROWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 
126, ROWAN COUNTY VETERANS FOUNDATION, INC. AND 
THE ROWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The first Flag Day Ceremony in Morehead was held 14 June 
1980 by Mr. Lloyd Dean. Mr. Dean got the idea for this 
ceremony while visiting his brother, Vernon, at Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. During his visit in 1970, he observed their Flag Day 
Ceremony. 



MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY 
FREEDOM PARK 

OLD COURTHOUSE LAWN 
10 A.M., MAY 28, 2007 

WELCOME ......................... BOB CHRISTIAN 

PRAYER ............................... JACK ELLIS 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER ........ BOB CHRISTIAN 

SPEAKER ............................. JIM NICKELL 
VETERAN AND ROWAN COUNTY JUDGE/EXECUTIVE 

SONG ............................... ANNA PECCO 

HONOR GUARD .................. JOHN "PETE" HAMM 

LAYING WREATH .................. JOHN D. BARKER 
JOHN "PETE" HAMM 

CLOSING .......................... BOB CHRISTIAN 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE ROWAN COUNTY VETERANS 
FOUNDATION AND THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 126. 



FLAG DAY CEREMONY 
FREEDOM PARK 

12 NOON, JUNE 14, 2009 

WELCOME ............................ LLOYD DEAN 

REMARKS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HARRY CLARK 

INVOCATION ..................... TOM STEVENS, JR. 

PLEDGE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ LOIS L. HAWKINS 

PRESENTATION OF FLAG ................ AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 126 

GOD BLESS AMERICA ..................... J . R. MAY 

SPEAKER ....................... .... .. JIM NICKELL 

THANK YOU ........ ................... GARY LEWIS 

BENEDICTION ......................... JACK ELLIS 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 
126, ROWAN COUNTY VETERANS FOUNDATION, INC. AND 
THE ROWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The first Flag Day Ceremony in Morehead was held 14 June 
1980 by Mr. Lloyd Dean. Mr. Dean got the idea for this 
ceremony while visiting his brother, Vernon, at Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. During his visit in 1970, he observed their Flag Day 
Ceremony. 



FLAG DAY CEREMONY 
FREEDOM PARK 

12 NOON, JUNE 14, 2011 

WELCOME ..... .... .... ... ........ . ... LLOYD DEAN 

REMARKS ......... ..... . .. . ......... MIKE MACKIN 

INVOCATION ..................... TOM STEVENS, JR. 

PLEDGE ......................... . LOIS L. HAWKINS 

PRESENTATION OF FLAG ......... ....... AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 126 

GOD BLESS AMERICA ..................... J. R. MAY 

SPEAKER ............... . ............. JIM NICKELL 

THANK YOU ........................... GARY LEWIS 

BENEDICTION ........................... JOE CLINE 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 
126, ROWAN COUNTY VETERANS FOUNDATION, INC. AND 
THE ROWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The first Flag Day Ceremony in Morehead was held 14 June 
1980 by Mr. Lloyd Dean. Mr. Dean got the idea for this 
ceremony while visiting his brother, Vernon, at Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. During his visit in 1970, he observed their Flag Day 
Ceremony. 



FLAG DAY CEREMONY 
FREEDOM PARK 

12 NOON, JUNE 14, 2012 

WELCOME ........ . .. . .. .......... . ... LLOYD DEAN 

REMARKS . . .. .. . . ... . .... .. . .. . . .. . . MIKE MACKIN 

INVOCATION . ........... ........ . TOM STEVENS, JR. 

PLEDGE ... . . .. . . . .. .. . ... . . .. . . .. LOIS L. HAWKIN 

PRESENTATION OF FLAG .. ... . . ...... ... AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 126 

GOD BLESS AMERICA .. . . .. . . . . .. .. .. ... . . J. R. MAY 

SPEAKER ... .. ... . . . .. . . . ..... . .. . .. HARRY CLARK 

THANK YOU ....... . .... . . . ... . . . . . .... GARY LEWIS 

BENEDICTION . ..... . ..... .. .. .. .. . . . .... JOE CLINE 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 
126, ROWAN COUNTY VETERANS FOUNDATION, INC. AND 
THE ROWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The first Flag Day Ceremony in Morehead was held 14 June 
1980 by Mr. Lloyd Dean. Mr. Dean got the idea for this 
ceremony while visiting his brother, Vernon, at Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. During his visit in 1970, he observed their Flag Day 
Ceremony. 



FLAG DAY CERE ONY 
FREEDOM PARK 

12 NOON, JUNE 14, 2013 

WELCOME .......... . ... ... .. . . . . . .. . . LLOYD DEAN 

REMARKS . . . . . ... . . . . .. . .. ... . .... . KEN VENCILL, II 

INVOCATION .. . .. . ...... . . ... . ... .. . . . MIKE ADAMS 

PLEDGE . ... . .. . ..... . .... . . .... .. LOIS L. HAWKINS 

PRESENTATION F FLAG . .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 126 

GOD BLESS AMERICA . . . . . .. . ........ . . . . . J . R. MAY 

SPEAKER . . .... . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . . KEITH KAPPES 

THAN K YOU .. .. . . . . . .. . . . ..... . . . ..... GARY LEWIS 

BENEDICT ON ....... .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. JOE CLIN E 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE AMERICAN LEG ON POST 
126, ROWAN COUNTY VETERANS FOUNDATION, INC. AND 
THE ROWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The first Flag Day Ceremony in Morehead was held 14 June 
1980 ">y Mr. Lloyd Dean. Mr. Dean got the idea for th is 
ceremony while visiting his brother, Vernon, a~ Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. During his visit in 1970, he observed their Flag Day 
Ceremony. · 



FLAG DAY 
OLD COURTHOUSE LAW N 

JONE 14,2005 

PROGRAM 12 e CLOCK NOON 

WELCOME____ _ ______ _ _ LLOYD DEAN 

INVOCATION ____________ JOE CLINE 

PRESE NTATION OF FLAG ___ ___ VETERANS 

GOD BLESS AMERICA___ ___ RAND Y WELLS 

SPEAKER - - --- --'-- - DR.MIKE ANDERSON 

THANK YOU___ _ _ _ _ __ GARY LEWIS 

BENEDICTION _______ JACK ELLIS 

REGISTRATION JEAN CLINE AND OTHER 
ROWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY MEMBERS 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE ROWAN COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
The first Flag Day in Morehead was 
held 14 June 1980 . Lloyd Dean got 
idea from Mt.Pleasant,Iowa when he 
visited his brother Vernon in the 
1970s . 
Speakers for the first Flag Day we 
were Sherman Arnett and David Abne~ 
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code establishe, 

in 1923 :1 
... For ~any years there· VI 

not much uniformity in t 
care and display of t 
American flag. · That chang 
on June 14, 1923 (Flag Dr 
when a national Fl 
Conference was · · held 

. Washington, D.C. It wa~:dh 
that a national code f 
displaying, the flag w . 
adopted. The code grew out 
the need for uniformity and 
common understandi1 
throughout the nation irt tl 
care and use of the Americr 
flag. ., 

One year later the code w: 
revised by the Secon 
National Flag Conference an 
·w.ith some revisions over t t 
years ,' .has been .generall 
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great nation and our President and those in leadership positions. We are indeed grateful 

to You for the freedoms we enjoy that are reflected in our country's flag. 

We thank You for "Old Glory," the flag of this great nation and the full meaning it 

tl'\CI\ o ~ Lt,>.. ,,...,ih_ ) 
has for~, n;;:. This piece of red, white and blue bunting represents th~ years 

of struggle for freedom, equality and justice for all. It represents the blood of hundreds 

of thousands who died in defense of those freedoms. May we never forget~ r,-lo.S t 

sacrifice.6 r. 

~~ t,\ 

This is not only the flag of our glorious past, but the flag of a dynamic todaf while 

we are engaged in a war on terrorism, a war that is just as real as any war we have ever 

-
fought. We pray that under this flag we will unite as a people and continue to struggle 

for the prese~ation of our freedom. 'I"""'' 
1 

..S tr ~ /:. 
£... c.v t. · L l-L e_ ,-_ _ __ ,,. . ..__--

..... . w-. ... "' tfctg is emblematic of a hopeful future for us, our children and our children's 
.. 

I t",.. ' 

children. It is the flag of our future - one nation under God indivisible with liberty and 

· justice for all. We sincerely pray that Your divine guidance will continue to bless our 





From The CoHectton. or: 
Dr. Jack D. Ellsc-.-n 
552 WD~_<Si. ~ 11 
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Morehead celebrated' Flag Day 2002 with flags flyinl? on 
the streets and-a cer~uwny · · - - - - -
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Lloyd Dean 
6770 as Highway 60 E. 

Morehead, KY 40351-9035 
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From The Colleqtion Of: 
Dr. Jack D. fllls 
552 W. Sun St 

t_·._ Morehead, KY 40351 
L 606-784-7473 



TUESDAY MORNING, MARCH 31, 2009 , THE MOREHEAD NEWS-MOREHE. A.Ji"° 
--------------------------------- ----' 'N ,---------~ 

.J'-.._~•-· "t; 

· ' ;~, .,. 'f. ., Fl. d l d · Vanessa Overholser photo · ·, · · .• ags , ona e . 
Confederate Soldier re-enactor Lonnie Rigdon, members of the Rowan County' Veterans Associ
ation Bob Christian and. Lq tho'i! X~ams · display the newly don ated Confederate flag after a 
Rowan County Veterans ineetii;ig with the 8th Kentucky Infantry C.S. A. and U. S. Living Histo
r ians, Inc. Alongside the' Conf~derate flag were Rowan County veteran s Jack Ellis and Terry 
Leon holding the American Flag with 8th Kentucky Infantry C. S. A. Commander Jimmie Jack
son. The flags wer e donated a s ,part of a war display for the Rowan County Veterans Association 
and the Rowan County H!sJor,cal So~iety office. 



fYl. ti Elizabeth Lewis p ~o 
~l!ck Elli!? gave a history of 
theXm~rican flag durin~ 
the ceremony. (o,_/~ ~Q] 



"Old Glory" 
Long may she wave at MSU! 



0.-· <r:.~f €. CJt- ,prl-=t n f Cr- -M >l-'2.l,w--u., ~ 
When you see. ~!~f- Sk.a:t.'P. .. !lild s tripe~,, c~yed., stand up a.nd 

take off your hat_..iw~mehocly'nlay ''titter. ~p-s in t n e plood of 
some to deride al '.L exp ression of noble s entiment. You may ~ 
blaspheme in t he street ano. stagger drunken in p ublic p lace s ., 
and t h e bystanders will not p ay much attention to you; but if you 
s hould get down on your knee s and pray to Abnighty God or if 
you should stand barehea El9-H!!_~le a comp any of old s oldiers 
marcn~ by with flags to £:f'E'1&r"eeze., some people will t h ink you 
are showing off. 

But a.on• t you mindJ When Old Glory comes along, salute, and 
1st t hem think what t hey pleaseJ When you hear the band p l ay 
"The s~ar-spangled Banner 11 while you are in a re s taurant or hotel 
dining -room, get up even if you ri se alone; stand t h ere and don't 
be ashame d of it., either. 

For of all the flag s s ince t n e world began t here is none 
other so full of meaning as t h e Flag oj:~-►~ .r&St~!i:ii~ dThat 
piece of red, white., and blue bun·t;ing)iffl s'""-flve ·1;ffo\1i anct years 
of struggle upwar d. It is t h e full-grow flower of age s of fighting 
for liberty. It is the century plant of' human h op e in bloom. 

Your Flag stands for humanity., for an e qual opportunity to 
all t h e sons of men. Of course we haven•t arrived yet a t that 
goal; t h ere are many injustices yet among us, many,; senseless and 
cruel customs of t h e p ast still clinging to u s , but the only 
h op e of righting t h e wrong s of men lies in t h e feeling produced 
in our bosomJC. by t h e s i ght of t hat R1?88> . 6-t~ , 1 1 V. ~ , 

Other tl:ags mean a glorious past, t h is Flag a glor-fu01.fs 
future. It is not so much the Flag of our fath er s as it i s t he 
Flag of our children, and of all ch ildren• s childre n yet unborn. 
It is t h e Flag of tomorrow. It is t h e signal of t n e "Good 1'ime 
coming. 11 It is not t .ne flag of your king--it is the Flag of' 
your self and of all your neighborso 

Don•t be ashamed when your throat ch okes and the tear s come., 
as you see it flying from t he masts of our ships on all the seas 
or floating from every flag s taff of the Republic. You will never 
have a worth ier emotion. Reverence it as you would reverence the 
signature of t he Deity. 

Listen! The band is playing t h e National Anthem-- "The 
s tar-Spangled Banner J II They have let loose Ol d Glory 
stand up--and oth e rs will s t a.."ld up with you. 

~ / 

--------~--------.__ ____ __ 
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THE UNITED .:,TATES FLAG CODE . 

; , 

On Flag Day, June 14, 1923 , a National Flag conference 
was he ld in \ ash ingt on to ad(l)pt t h e code for displaying the 
fl ag . The d.ode grew out of t he need for unifrmity and a. 
comm.on understanding t h ruout t h e nation in t;h e use of· t h e flag. 
A year later t h e code was revised by t he e cond National Flag 
Conference and is now generally accepted. 

Laws in most s tates require t 1:1e United s tates fl ag to be 
displaye d over or within every sch ool building, or flown from a 
staff on t h e schoolgrounds ; local school-boards are r quired to 
u se school funds to purchase flags and fl ags t affs f or t heir 
schools. Promotion of respect for t h e fl ag and knowledge about 
it is required in most of t h e states, usually thru Flag Day 
ob servance s, salute exercises, or flag programs. 

T:i.. C(· ,, -- -tion ~ From 110 )'i1'.-•\ ,, , 1 . Vie 

Or. Jack. D. Elhs 
552 W. Sun St. 

Morehead, KY 40351 
606-784-7473 



The First Stars and Stripes: Also called the Betsy 
Ross flag. The first official U. S. flag recognized 
internationally and is the flag that resulted from 
Congressional action June 14 , 1777 . 
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THE MOREHEAD NEWS, JUNE 18, 2006 

M orehead M emories: 
"Birthday of Old Glory" 

By JACK ELLIS 
Special to The Morehead 
News 

Fl g Day is one of th 
old t and lea t known of 
this nation' patriotic holi
d ys. It is the birthday of 
our flag. On June 14, 1775, 
the Continental Congress 
of the United.States ap
pointed General George 
Washington as the 
"Supreme Commander" of 
the forces raised in defense 
of liberty of the United 
Colonies. At that time 
there was no single flag 
representing that cause 
and each military unit flew 
their own flag. But two 
years later, the American 
Flag as we know it was 
born. 

The first description of a 
flag of the United Colonies 
appeared in the journals of 
the Continental Congress 
in a resolution passed June 
14, 1777, which said, "The 
flag shall contain a blue 
field with thirteen white 
stars emblematic of the po
litical union of this nation." 
Those thirteen qriginal 
stars and stripes represent
ed those brave thirteen 
colonies that declared their 
independence from Great 
Britain. That was the offi
cial flag until 1794. 

Kentucky was the fif. 
teenth star and stripe 

Very few people know 
that Kentucky was·once 
represented by a stripe on 

REMEMBER THIS YEAR!!! 

The annual MSU Appalachian Art• and 
' Crafts Fes1inl will be held in the new 

MOrtlhcad Confemice Center oo first 
Sttffl 

June 2'4 
9:00 a,m. • 4:30 p.m. 

Jack Ellls will be thete with his four books 
about local history and heroe1 

COMB UY ANO YlSl'fl 

the U.S. flag. In 1794, after 
Kentucky and Vermont 
were admitted to the 
Union, Congress mandated 
that two more stripes be 
added to the flag represent
ing the fifteen states. It 
was that flag that flew over 
Fort McHenry in Baltimore 
Harbor that inspired Fran
cis Scott Key to write the 
song that later became 
known as the "Star Span
gled Banner." 

In 1818 Congress passed 
the third act that returned 
the flag design to the thir
teen strips for the original 

lo · an hite tar 
representing each state. So 
Kentucky was represented 
by the fifteenth star in the 
flag for 24 years. 

On the birthday of our 
flag all citizens are urged 
to display the flag as a 
symbol of our freedom 
bought and paid for by the 
blood of its citizen soldiers. 
For over 200 years that 
grand old flag has flown 
around the world wherever 
there is an American pres
ence. The U.S. Flag was 
first referred to as "Old 
Glory" by U.S. Navy Sea 
Captain William Driver in 
1831. That is the affection
ate term still used when re
ferring to the American 
Flag. 

The 48-star flag repre
sented this nation from 
1912 when Arizona was ad
mitted to the union until 
1959 when Alaska and 
Hawaii were admitted to 
statehood. The 48-star flag 
was the flag that flew over 
the troops in World War I, 
World War II and Korea. 
Although this nation's flag 
now has 50 stars, the 48-
star flag is closest to the 
hearts of the men and 
women who served in those 
conflicts. That feeling was 
reflected by an essay writ
ten by Marvin Wilson, Jr., 

This Star Spangled Banner was created by Congress 
in 1794. It had 15 stripes and 15 stars, representing 
the original 13 colonies plus the next two states to 
join the Union - Vermont and Kentucky. It was im
mortalized by Frances Scott Key durin1 the Battle of 

01rt·Mc::H,,m-v e • 8, 1814 and wal!J..the--offtclal flag 
of the U.S. until 1818 when it was changed back to 13 
stripes and one star for each state. 

a student at Morehead 
High School, just before he 
entered World War II in 
1943. It is still so appropri
ate today. 

Respect the Flag by 
Marvin Wilson Jr. 

"Of all the flags since the 
world began there is none 
other so full of meaning as 
the Flag of this country. 
That piece of red, white, 
and blue bunting is the cul
mination of five thousand 
years of struggle upward, 
It is the full-grown flower 
of ages of fighting for liber
ty. It is the century plant of 
human hope in bloom. 

Your flag stands for hu• 
manity, for an equal oppor
tunity to all the sons of 
men. Of course we haven't 
arrived yet at that goal; 
there are many injustices 
yet among us, many sense· 
less and cruel customs of 
the past still clinging to us, 
but the only hope of right• 
ing the wrongs of men lies 
in the feeling produced in 
our bosom by the sight of 
that grand old flag. 

Other flags mean a glori
ous past ; this flag means a 

glorious future. It is not so 
much the flag of out fa. 
thers as it is the flag of our 
children, and of our chil
dren's children yet unborn. 
It is the flag of tomorrow. It 
is the signal of the "Good 
Time Coming." It is not the 
flag of your king - it is the 
flag of yourself and of all 
your neighbors. 

Don't be ashamed when 
your throat chokes and the 
tears come, as you see it 
flying from the masts of 
our ships on all the seas or 
floating from every 
flagstaff of the Republic. 
You will never have a wor
thier emotion. Reverence it 
as you would reverence the 
signature of the Deity. 

Listen! The band is play
ing the National Anthem -
"The Star Spangled Ban
ner"! They have let loose 
Old Glory to fly in the 
breeze. Stand up and oth• 
ers will standup with you." 

Uniform flag code estab
lished in 1923 

For many years there 
was not much uniformity in 
the care and display of the 
American flag. That 

changed on June 14, 1923 
(Flag Day) when a national 
Flag onference wa held 
in Wa hington, D.C. It was 
then that a national code 
for displaying the flag was 
adopted. The code grew out 

Ahout Uw Author 
Dr. Jack Elli 
is a retired 
Morehead 
State Univer-
ity Library 

director and 
a retired 
minister: 

of the need for uniformity 
and a common understand
ing throughout the nation 
in the care and u e of the 
American flag. 
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hope of righting the wrongs of 
men lies in the feeling 
produced in our bosom by the 
sight of that grand old flag. 

Other flags mean a glorious 
past, this flag means a 
gloriou s future . It is not so 
much the flag of our fathers as 
it is the flag of our children, 
and of a ll the children's 
children yet unborn. It is flag 
of tomorrow. It is the signal of 
"Good Time Coming." It is not 
the flag of your king-it is the 
flag of yourself and of all your 
neighbors. · 

Don't be ashamed when 
your throat chokes and the 
tears come, as you see it flying 
from the masts of our ships on 
3;ll the seas or floating from 
every flagstaff of the Republic. 
You will never have a worthier 
emotion . Reverence it as you 
would reverence the signature 
of the Deity. 

Listen! The band is playing 
the National Anthem- "The 
Star Spangled Banner!" They 
have let loose Old Glory to fly 
in the breeze. Stand up-and 
others will stand up with you. 

(Marvin Wilson, Jr. 1943) 

1923 Conference 
established national flag 

code 
For many years there was 

n.ot much uniformly in the 
care a nd display of the 
American Flag. That changed 
on June 14, 1923 (Flag Day) 
when a national Flag 
Conference was held in 
Washington, D.C. It was then 
t h at a national code fo r 
di s playing the flag was 
adopted. The code grew out of 
the need for uniformly and a 
common understanding 
throughout the nation in the 
care and use of the American 
flag . One year later the code 
was revised by the Second 
National Flag conference and 
with some revisions over the 
.years, has been generally 

Marvin Wilson Jr. wrote a 
moving tribute to the 
American flag while a 
student at Morehead High 
in 1942. He is now a retired 
newspaper editor living in 
Lexington. 

accepted as the proper display 
and use of the flag of the 
United States of America. 

It is the universal custom to 
display our national flag from 
sunrise to sunset on stationary 
flagstaffs in the op en on all 
days that the we ather 
permits , but especially on 
national and s tate holidays, 
and other days that may be 
proclaimed by the President of 
the U .S. Also On Memorial 
Day The Flag Should Be Half
Staffed Until Noon . Alw ays 
hoist the fla g bris kl y and 
lower it ceremoniously. 

The U.S. flag always leads a 
procession. The U.S. flag when 
carried in a procession with 
other flags should be on the 
marching right, or in front of 
the center of that line. 

When the flag is raised or 
lowered as part of a ceremony, 
or when it passes by in review, 
all persons , except those in 
uniform, should face the flag 
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and s tand at attention with 
their right hand over their 

· heart. Those in uniform 
should give the military 
salute . When not in uniform, a 
man should remove his hat 
with his right hand, and hold 
it over his left shoulder, the 
hand being over the heart. The 
flag should be salute d the 
moment it passes in a parade 
or in review. Citizens of other 
countries s hould stand at 
attention but need not salute. 

When displayed in a church 
or a public auditorium, the 
flag should be display on the 
speaker's right as he faces the 
audience. Any other flag is to 
be placed on the speaker's left 
as he faces the audi ence . If 
displayed fla t against the wall 
on a speakers platform, the 
U.S . flag should be placed 
above and behind the speaker. 
When displayed vertically or 
horizontally the union of the 
flag should be in the upper left 
hand corner as the audience 
faces the flag. The U .S . flag 
wh en displayed with a group 
of flags or pennants should 
always be at the center and 
the highest of the group. 

When displayed outdoors 
with other flags, the position 
of honor for the U.S. flag is the 
fla g on the right which is 
normally the extreme left as 
the flag is most frequently 
viewed. When the flags of two 
or more nations are displayed 
outdoors, the flags shall be the 
same h eight and 
approximately the same size . 
International custom forbids 
the displaying of one flag 
above another in peacetime. 

Citizens of Morehead and 
Rowan County, be proud th1:1t 
our veterans, our citizens, our 
business a nd our 
governmental agencies are 
working together to fly our 
flag over the streets of 
Morehead . 



• • • nergy companies 101n 
to teach flag etiquette 

Grayson Rural Electric 
Cooperative today joined more 
than 600 Touchstone Energy 

' Cooperatives across the nation 
in promoting proper etiquette 
to fly the American flag. 

The national alliance of 
Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives placed an adver
tisement in the special July 4 
Time magazine issue called 
"Making of America." The fea
t ure contains two pages of 
information on the proper care 
of the American flag, 

"Grayson R.E.C.C. is proud 
to be a part of this campaign," 
said Carol Hall Fraley, presi
dent and CEO. "Many 
Americans have shown their 
pride in ·our nation by display
ing the red, white and blue 
since September 11, 2001. We 
hope this feature in the special 
J l,lly 4 Time will help people to 
show that pride in the proper 
way." 

The advertisement features 
questions and answers to test 
the Flag IQ of Americans. 

Some of those flag facts 

include the following: the flag 
should be raised briskly and 
lowered ceremoniously, and 
when on the same flagpole, 
always fly the U.S. flag above 
any state flag. 

When an American flag is 
worn out it should be 
destroyed in a dignified way; 
the flag should not be placed in 
the trash. 

When a flag pass . · by in a 
parade or procession, civilians 
should place their right hands 
over their h earts while the 
first U .S. flag passes. People in 
military uniform should 
salute. 

"At Grayson Rural Electrjc 
Cooperative Corporation, we 
firmly believe in giving the 
American flag the respect that 
it deserves," said Fraley. "On 
this Independence Day 2003, 
our board . of directors and 
employees hope that the maga
zine advertisement in Time 
will help people to honor the 
flag properly as the true sym
bol of freedom for our nation." 



FLAG DA Y 
OLD COU RTHOU SE LAWN 

,T UNE 14, 2 000 

PROGRAM 1 2 C CL OCK NOON 

WE LCOME LLOYD DEAN ---- - --- --- -

I NV OCATION JOE CLI NE ---- --- - ----

PRESE NTATIO N OF FL AG VE TERANS 

GOD BLESS AMERIC A 

SP EAKER 

T HA\' K YOT..:: ----

BENED I CT I ON 

--- - --

------

- - - -

~~ 
\~~ 
~ 

RANDY WE LLS 

Gl>.RY L E\fl S 

REGISTRATIO N JEAN CLINE AND OTHE R - - - - -
FOWAN COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY MEMBERS 

UNDER THE DIRECTIO N OF THE RO WAN CO UNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
The first Flag Day in Morehead was 
h eld 14 Ju n e 19 80 .Lloyd Dean go t 
i d ea fro m Mt.Pleasant,Iawa wh e n h e 
v isi t e d h is b r o t h er Vernon in t h e 
1 9 7 0 s. 
Spea~ers for the first Flag Da y we 
we r e S e rman r nett and Davi d Ab ne~ 



In the meantime Vermont and Kentucky 
January 13 17.94 c had become states and on 

• , ongress voted that th Fl ' 
stripes and fifteen stars. This Fla ~ . e _ag should have fifteen 
years, and it was "The Star-S an ~e:mamed ,m use . for twenty three 
Key wrote in 1814. p g Banner' of which Francis Scott 

Flag day ceremony 
will salute 'Old Glory' 

. ')., (9 C9 'S 
From Staff Reports Jean Cline. A welcome will be 

A Flag Day ceremony will 
be held on Saturday, June 14, 
from 12-12:30 p .m. at tlie<5id 
Rowan County Courthouse. 

The event will be sponsored 
by the Rowan County 
Historical Society. 

All veterans are invited, all 
citizens are invited and all fire 
departments are invited to 
bring a truck. 

Registration will be held by 

done by Lloyd Dean and Gary 
Lewis. 

Joe Cline will give the 
invocation and the color guard 
will give a presentation of 
colors. 

J onothan Adkins will sing 
God Bless America and Mabel 
Reynolds will lead the Pledge 
to the Flag. 

Jack Ellis will present a 
flag history and H .G. Pratt 
will give the benediction . 



. :d!-tfildMfutll::, 
{'1 :::~iabs:i•-!,cld~{t•i~, y 

■ The First Stars ahd Strjpes 
was also called the Betsy,floss 
flag. The first official U.S. flag 

recognized Internationally 
resulted from Congressional 

action June 14, 1777. 
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• orehead emor1es: 
50 Flags over Morehead 

By J ack D . Ellis 
Special to The M0rehead News 

I 

"Rejoice oh ye nations ... .. He 
will be merciful unto his land, 
and to his p eopl e." (Deut . 
32:43) 

Driving down Moreh ead's 
attractive Main Street 
between Flag Day (June 14) 
and July 4, it is a pparent 
there i s a resurgence of 
patriotism and pride in our 
city. There is also a new spirit 
of cooperation be tween 
community voluntee r s 
business, · ind us try, city an tl 
county governments which has 
greatly enhanced the beauty of 
our ci t y . The garden-like 
appearance of Main Street 
with th e small islands of 
flowers, trees, and shrubs are 
an oasis in an asphalt desert . 
Also, the lovely new fountain 
park on the connector, and the 
50 (plus) flags flying over 
Morehead give the city a gala 
festive atmosphere. (If Georgia 
can have its giant theme park 
called Six Flags Over Georgia, 
then Ken tucky can have its 
the me park ·city called 50 
Flags Over Morehead,) thanks 
to a lot of work by a lot of 
people. 

Veterans revive parade
purchase flags 

The very active Rowan 
County Veterans organization 
spearheaded a drive to 
purchas e fla gs for Main 
Street. At first 50 individuals 
3.nd business were asked to 

School and Breckinridge , 
many favorabl e comments 
were made regarding the 
festive atmosphere of the flags 
and flow ers on Main Street. 
They added much to the 
enjoyment of former students 
returning to their old 
hometown. 

June 14, 
Birthday of our flag 

The Am erican Flag is a 
symbol of the fr eedom we 
enjoy, and the sacrifice made 
by tnany to insure that we 
continue to enj oy that 
freedom . Long May Those 
American Flags Wave Over 
The Land Of The Free And 
The Home Of The Brave. The 
flag has a special day on J une 
14, called the birthday of our 
flag. 

Flag Day could be perhaps 
one of the oldest p atriotic 
holidays in this nation 's 
history . Because it was on 
June 14 , 1775 that the 
Continental Congress of the 
United States appointed 
General George Washington 
as "Supreme Commander of 
the forces raised in defense of 
liberty of the United Colonies." 
But it was two years later that 
the American Flag as we know 
it was born. 

The firs t evidence of the 
description of a flag of the 
United S_tates appeared in the 
journals of the Continental 
Congress indicating that a 
resolution was passed on June 
14. 1777, "That the flag of the · 

Many flags wave over Morehead symbolic of our nation's 
freedom. 

this fl ag was flown in battle 
was on Au g . 6 , 1777 in the 
ba ttle of Fort Stanwix, New 
York during the American 
Revolutionary War. 

Sadly the courts of our land 
have ruled that anyone can 
desecrate our flag in any 

graduation. Here is a tribute 
to the American flag: 

Respect The Flag 
When you see the Stars and 

Stripes displayed , stand up 

l omrte a:g 1--..,.,.,..,-l1....+o---U ·t -De~ ~l.J:.t-0-4!~ --n'rnTITn"l,,._'!N"I 

greed. Many people donated 
a flag wjthout even being 
asked. The Mayor and City 
Council agreed to store the 
flags, put them up and take 
them down as needed. They 
will help to re-awaken the 
collective community memory 
on Memorial Day, Flag Day, 
Veteran's Day, and other 
appropriate holidays. Also the 
city is much more appealing to 
tourists and guests in our 
community. 

When the Rowan County 
Veterans, with the support of 
the Moreh ead City Cou ncil 
and the Fiscal Court, revived 
the. local Veterans Day parade 
in 1998, there was not one 
American flag to be seen on 
Main Street . Many citizen s 
commented on that obviou s 
fact and something was done 
about it. Now local citizens, 
tourists, and returning former 
resid ents enjoy seeing the 
flags flown on Main Str eet . 
During recent all school 
reun ion s of Morehead High 

alternating r e d and white 
strips." The resolution also 
said, "The flag shall contain a 
blue field with thirteen white 
stars emblematic of the 
political union of this nation." 
Those 13 or iginal stars and 
stripes represented those 
brave 13 colonies who declared 
their independence from Great 
Britain. 

Few people today are aware 
that June 14 is called Flag 
Day in this country and fewer 
still have any idea how that 
d ate was established. But 
June 14 is the birthday of our 
flag and all citizens are urged 
to fly the flag on its birthday 
as a symbol of our freedom 
bough t and paid for by the 
blood of its citizen soldiers . 
That grand old flag has flown 
around the world where there 
is a n American presence for 
over 200 years. It is difficult to 
d e t ermine who actually 
design ed t he first American 
fl ag. But it has been 
determined that the first time 

' their right to "free speech ." 
However, that has not always 
been the case. There was a 
time when· the American flag 
was revered and r espected 
around the world, as well as in 
our own county. 

Tribute to the American 
flag by high school student 

Respect for our flag has 
diminished in recent years, in 
fact just respect in general for 
any of our institutions ·has 
_waned. But it was not always 
so . Here is what one of the 
seniors at Morehead High had 
to say in a tribute to the 
American flag at a Flag Day 
ceremony in 1942. That was 
during the darkest days of 
World War II. The war was 
going badly in the Pacific and 
in North Africa. Great Britain 
was being bombed daily, and 
the Germans were close to 
Moscow. Many high s chool 
graduates had already entered 
military service and the rest 
would follow shortly after 

and take off your hat even 
though somebody may "titter." 
Sadly, it is in the blood of 
some of deride all expression 
of noble sentiment. You may 
even blaspheme in the street 
and stagger drunken in public 
places, and the bystanders will 
not pay much attention to you; 
but if you should get down on 
your knees and pray to 
Almighty God or if you should 
s tand bareheaded while a 
company of old soldiers march · 
by with flags flying in the 
breeze, some people will think 
you are showing off. But don't 
you mind! When you hear the 
band play "The Star Spangled 
Banner" while you are in a 
restaurant or hotel dining 
room, get up even if you rise 
alone; stand there and don't be 
ashamed ofit either. 

For of all the flags since the 
world b egan there is none 
other so full of meaning as the 
Flag of this country. The piece 
of red, white, and blue bunting 
is the culmination of five 
thousand years of struggle 
upward. It is the full -grown 
flower of ages of fighting for 
liberty. It is ~he century plant 
of human hope in bloom. 
. Your flag · s t ands for 

humanity, for an equal 
opportunity to all the sons of 
men . Of course we haven't 
arrived yet at that goal; there 
are many injustices yet among 
us, many senseless and cruel 
customs of the past still 
clinging• to us, but the only 

See MEMORIES on C-3 



I· 

11tiw llsJ::he Fi~~t. Stars and,:§!ripe~J"!;i'.1 
1>' was· also calfed the Betsy Ross 

flag. The first official U.S. flag ··.·• 
"'t ·, recognized lnternati(:,nally Ail 

resulted from Congressional· 
action June 14, 1777. 
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orehead • or1es: 
50 Flags over Morehead 

By Jack D. Ellis 
Special to The Morehead N

1
ews 

"Rejoice oh ye nations ..... He 
will be merciful unto his land, 
and to hi s people." (D eut . 
32:43) 

Driving down Moreh ead's 
attractive Main Str ee t 
between Flag Day (June 14) 
and July 4, i t is apparent 
there is a resurgence of 
patriotism and pride in our 
city. There is also a new spirit 
of cooperation be twee n 
community volunteers, 
business, 'industry, city and 
county governments which has 
greatly enhanced the beauty of 
our ci t y. The garde n -like 
appearance of M ai n Street 
with the small is land s of 
flowers, trees, and shrubs ar e 
an oasis in an asphalt desert . 
Also, the lovely new fountain 
park on the connector, and the 
50 (plus) fl ags flying over 
Moreh ead give the city a gala 
festive atmosphere. (If Georgia 
can have its giant theme park 
called Six Flags Over Georgia, 
then Kentucky can have its 
theme park ·city call e d 50 
Flags Over Morehead,) thanks 
to a l ot of work by a lot of 
people. 

Veterans revive parade
purchase flags 

The very act ive R owan 
County Veterans organization 
spearheaded a driv e to 
purchas e fla gs for Main 
Street . At first 50 individuals 
rn d business were asked to 

School and Breckinridge, 
many favor a bl e comm ent s 
were mad e r egarding the 
festive atmosphere of the flags 
and flow ers on Main Street. 
Th ey added much to t h e 
enjoyment of former students 
returning to the ir old 
hometown. 

June 14, 
Birthday of our flag 

The American Flag i s a 
symbol of th e freedom we 
enjoy, and the sacrifice made 
by m any to ins ure that -we 
continue to enjoy th a t 
freedom . Long May Those 
Am erican Fl ags Wave Over 
The Land Of The Free And 
The Home Of The Brave. The 
flag h as a special day on June 
14, called the birthday of our 
flag. 

Flag Day could be perh aps 
one of the old est p a triotic 
holidays in this nation 's 
history . Because it w as on 
Jun e 14 , 1775 that the 
Continental Congress of the 
Unit.e d States appointe d 
General George Washington 
as "Supreme Commander of 
the forces raised in defense of 
liberty of the United Colonies." 
But it was two years later that 
the American Flag as we know 
it was born. 

The first evidence of the 
description of a flag of the 
United States appeared in the 
journa ls of the Continenta l 
Congres s indica t ing t h at a 
resolution was passed on June 
14. 1777, "That the flag of the ' 

Many flags wave over Morehea symbolic of our nation's 
freedom. 

this flag was fl own in ba ttle 
was on Au g. 6 , 1777 in the 
battle of F ort St anwix, New 
York during the American 
Revolutionary War. 

gr• du ation. Here is a t ribute 
to · he American flag: 

Respect The Flag 

and take off your hat even 
though somebody may "titter." 
Sadly, it is in the blood of 
some of deride all expression 
of noble sentiment. You may 
even blaspheme in the street 
and stagger drunken in public 
pla ces, and the bystanders will 
not pay much attention to you; 
but if you should get down on 
your knees and pray t o 
Almighty God or if you should 
s tand bareheaded while a 
company of old soldiers march 
by with fl ags flying in the 
breeze, some people will think 
you a re showing off. But don't 
you mind! When you hear the 
band play "The Star Spangled 
B a n ner " whil e yo u are in a 
restaurant or hotel dining 
room, get up even if you rise 
alone; stand there and don't be 
ash amed of it either. 

For of all the flags since the 
world began there is none 
other so full of meaning as the 
Flag of this country. The piece 
ofred, white, and blue bunting 
i s t h e culmination of fi ve 
t h ou sand ye ars of struggle 
upward. It is the full-grown 
flower of ages of fighting fo r 
liberty. It is the century plant 
of human hope in bloom. 

Your flag · s t ands fo r 
humanity, for an e qu a l 
opportunity to all the sons of 
men . Of course we haven' t 
arrived yet at that goal ; ther e 
are many injustices yet among 
us, many senseless and cruel 
cu s t oms of the p as t still 
cl inging• to u s, but the only 

See MEMORIES on C-3 

The First S tars a n d 
Stripes: Also called t h e 
Betsy Ross flag. The first 
official U.S. flag recognized 
internationally an d is the 
(lag that resulted from 
Congressional action June 
14, 1777. 

* * * 
* * * * * 

* * * • * 
· Washington 's Flag 1775: 
This was the personal flag 
of the Commander-In-Chief 
during the Revolutionary 
War. 

The Grand Union 1775: 
Al so known as the 
Continental flag. It i s the 
first true U.S . Fl a g. It 
combined the British 
uni on Jack and the 13 
stripes signifyin g Colonial 

Sadly the courts of our land 
have ruled that anyone ca n 
desecrate our fl ag i n a n y 

en you see the Stars and 
S t ipes displayed, stand up I - ---,,,,-~---. ~-.-.. -:----:-:. :---------:;---i 

unity . 



Local Trivia 

Kentucky History 

■ Very few people know that 
Kentucky was once. represented by 
a stripe on the U.S. f lag. In 1794, 
Congress mandated that two more 
strips be added to the flag 
representing the fifteen states. 
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orehead • mor1es: 
"Birthday of Old Glory" 

By JACK D. ELLIS 
Special to The Morehead News 

Flag Day is one of the oldest 
and least known of this 
nation's patriotic holidays. It 
is the birthday of our flag. On 
June 14, 1775, the 
Continental Congress of the 
United States appointed 
General George Washington 
as the "Supreme Commander" 
of the forces raised in defense 
of liberty of the United 
Colonies . ,At that time there 
was no single flag 
representing that cause and 
each military unit flew their 
own flag. But two years later, 
the American Flag as we know 
it was born. 

The first description of a 
flag of the United Colonies 
appeared in the journals of the 
Contine ntal Congress in a 
resolution passed June 14, 
1777, which said, "The flag 
shall coritain a blue field with 
t,h irteen white stars 
.. mblematic of the political 
t'mion of this nation." Those 
~hirteen original stars and 
stripes ·represented those 

for by the blood of its citizen 
soldiers. For over 200 years 
that grand old flag has flown 
around the world wherever 
there is an American 
presence. The U .S . Flag was 
first referred to as "Old Glory" 
by U.S. Navy Sea Captain 
William Driver in 1831. That 
is the affectionate term still 
used when referring to the 
American Flag. 

The 48 star flag 
represented this nation from 
1912 when Arizona was 
admitted to the u nion until 
1959 when Alaska and Hawaii 
were admitted to statehood. 
The 48 star flag was the flag 
t_hat flew over the troops in 
World War I , World War II 
and Korea . Although this 
nation's flag now has 50 stars, 
the 48 star flag is closest to 
the hearts of the men and 
women who served in those 
conflicts. That feeling was 
reflected by an essay written 
by Marvin Wilson, Jr., a 
student at Morehead High 
School just before he entered 
World War II in 1943. It is 
still so appropriate today. 

t;{.ffstar Spangled Banner · as created by Congress in 
:t.:a,;.,4 . It had 15 stripes and 15 stars, representing the 
original 13 colonies plus the next two states to join the 
Un ion - Vermont and Kentu ky. It was immortalized by 
Frances Scott' Key during t e Battle of Fort McHenry, 
Sept. 13, 1814 and was the official flag of the U.S. until 
1818 when it was changed ha k to 13 stripes and one star 
for each state. 

is the flag of yourself and of all accepted as the proper display 
your neighbors. a nd use of the flag of the 

Don't be ashame d when United States of America. 
your throat chokes and the It is the universal custom to 
tears come, as you see it flying display our national flag from 
from the masts of our ships on sunri se to sunset on 
all the seas or floating from stationary flagst affs in the 
every flagstaff of the Republic. open on all day~ that the 
You will never have a worthier weather permits, but 
emotion. Reverence it as you • ~c:o ecially on nati onal and 
would reverence the -signature state holidays, and other days 
of the Deity. that ~ay be proclaimed by the 

Listen! The band is playing Pres~den_t of the U.S .. If t~e 
the National Anthem - "The ag 1s displayed at night, it 
Star Spangled Banner!" They should be lighted. Also on 
have let loose Old Glory to fly Memorial Day the fla~ should 
in the breeze . Stand up-an d be half-st_affed until n_oon . 
others will stand up with you." lways h01st the flag briskly 

•~ ..J l ~ ......... --. _,: L _,.. ..,.__....._ -- ; ,,..._.~ • .__J __ • 

This was the 48 star flag in World War II. It was the flag 
of the Unite d States during three wars: World War I, 
World War II and Korea. It became a 50 star flag after 
Hawaii and Alaska became states in 1959. 

When displayed in a church 
or a public auditorium, the 
flag should be displayed on 
the speaker's right as he faces 
the audience. Any other flag 
is to be placed on the speaker's 
left as he faces the audience. 
If displayed flat against the 
wall on a speaker's platform, 
the U.S. flag should be placed 
above and behind the speaker. 

When displayed vertically 
or horizontally the union of 
the flag should be in the upper 
left hand corner as the · 
audience faces the flag. The 
U.S. flag when displayed with 
a group of flags or pennants 
should always be at the center 
and the highest point of the 
group. 

7h e n displayed outdoors 
- ~ .. flags, the position 

r r.s. flag is the 

flag is on the. right which is 
normally the ~xtreme left as 
the flag is most frequently 
viewed. When the flags of two 
or more nations are displayed 
outdoors, the flags shall be the 
same .height and 
approximately the same size. 
International custom forbids 
the displaying of one flag 
above another in peacetime. 

The citizens of Morehead 
can be proud that Lloyd Dean 
and the Rowan County 
Historical Society have 
r enewed the celebration of 
Flag Day. They can also be 
proud that our veterans, 
businesses, private citizens 
and governmental agencies 
are working together to fl y 
"Old Glory" over the streets of 
Mor.ehead. 



Morehead celebrated Flag Day 2002 with flags flying on 
the streets and a ceremony at the Old Courthouse. 

brave thirteen colonies who 
declared their independence Respect the Flag · 
from Great Britain. That was by Marvin Wilson Jr. 
the official flag until 1 794. "Of all the flags since the 

Kentucky was world began there is none 
other so full of meaning as the 

the fifteenth star Flag of this country. That 

d • piece of red, white, and blue 
an Stripe bunting is the culmination of 

Very few people know that five thousand years of struggle 
Kentucky was once upward. It is the full-gro~n 
represented by a stripe on the flower of ages of fighting for 
U.S. flag. In 1794, after liberty. It is the century plant 
Kentucky and Vermont were of human hope in bloom. 
admitted to the Union, Your flag stands for 
Congress mandated that two humanity, for an equal 
more strips be added to the opportunity to all the sons cif 
flag representing the fifteen men. Of course we haven't 
states. It was that flag that arrived yet at that goal; th~re 
flew over Fort McHenry in are many injustices yet among 
Baltimore Harbor that us, many senseless and cruel 
inspired Francis .Scott Key to customs of the past still 
write the song that later clinging to us, but the only 
became known as the "Star hope of righting the wrongs of 
Spangled Banner." men lies in the feeling 

In 1818 congress passed the produced in our bosom by the 
t hird act that returned the sight of that grand old flag. 
flag ·design to the thirteen Other flags mean a glorious 
strips for the original colonies past, this flag means a 
and a white star representing glorious future. It is not so 
each state. So Kentucky was much the flag of our fathers as 
represented by the fifteenth it is the flag of our children, 
star in the flag for 24 years. and of our children's children 

Uniform flag 
code established 

in 1923 
For many years there was 

not m ch uniformity in the 
care and display of the 
American flag. That changed 
on June 14, 1923 (Flag Day) 
when a national Flag 
Conference was held in 
Washington, D.C. It was then 
that a national code for 
displ aying the flag was 
adopted. The code grew out of 
the need for uniformity and a 
common understanding 
throughout the nation in the 
care and use of the American 
flag. 

One year later the code was 
revised by the · Second 
National Flag Conference and 
with some revisions over the 
years, has been ge nerally 

The U.S. flag always leads · a 
procession. The U .S . flag 
when carried in a procession 
with other flags should be on 
the marching right, or in front 
of the center of that line. 

When the flag is raised or 11 
lowered as part of a ceremony, 
or when it passes by in review, ~ 
all persons, except those in 
uniform, should face the flag 
and stand at attention with 
their right hand over their 
heart. Those in uniform 
should give the military 
salute. When not in uniform, 
a man should remove· his hat 
with · his right hand, and hold 
it over 
his left shoulder, the hand 
being over the heart. The flag 
should be saluted the moment 
it passes in a parade or in 
review . Citiz ens of other 
countries should stand at 
attention but need not salute. 

On the birthday of our flag ye t unborn . It is the flag of 
all citizens are urged to tomorrow. It is the sign al of 
display the flag as a: symbol of • the "Good Time Coming." It is W ~ • • ..- -- - - - .._ i%fTK+ t ?&/mW..@'M 
our freedom bought and paid not the flag of your king - it 

.n1 'av::nrn:110:w-s.M.:ilN OV:-ill:l3:HO:W :-ill:IJ, 
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History of the 
American Flag 

F
or more than 200 years, the American flag has bee11 the 
symbol ofour nation's St.rength and unity. k's be.en a 
soun:e of pride and impirntion. for mill.ions of cit.Lr.ens. 

And it hM b('en a prominen t icon in our national history. 
Here are the highlights of its unique past. 

On January .l , 1.776, the Continental Army was reorganized 
in acrnrdunce with a Congressional resolution which placed 
Amerknn force; under George Wiuh.ington 's control. On that 
New Y('ar'1, Day the Continental i\rmy was laying siege to 
Boi ton which had been tllken <wa by the Bri.tish Arm, . 
Washington ordered the Gnmd Union flag hoisted above his 
b,isc at Prospect Hill. It had 13 alternate red 
and white stripes and the Briti;h Union Jack 
in the upper left-hand comer (the canton). 

ln May of L 776, .Betsy Ross Ieported that she 
sewed the first American flag. 

On June 14, l i77, in order t() establish .m 
official flag tor the new nation. the Con'tinental 
Congress passed the first Flag Act: "lksotved, 
That the tl.ag of the Uni.ted States be made of 
thirr.een strires, alt:ernate red and white: that 
tlie union be thirtce1i' st,m, white in a blue 
field, representing a new Constellatkm." 

.Between l 777 and 1960, Congress passed 
several acts that cha.nged the shape, design 
and arrangement of the flag and allowed 
for addition.al stars and stripes to be added 
to rdlect the admhs.ion of each new state. 

• Act ofJanuary 13, 1794 - provided for 
15 stripe~ and 15 stars after May 1795. 

• Act of April 4, HH 8 - provided fo.r 13 
stripel and one star for each state, to be added 
to the flag on the 4th of July following the 
admission of each new state, signed by 
President Monroe. 

• Executive Order of President Taft dated. 
lune 24, 19!.2 - esrablished proportions of the 
flag and provided for arrangement of the st.an 
in six horiwnt.il r(J\VS of eight each. a single 
point of each star to be upward. 

• Executive Order of .President Eisenhower 
dated January 3, 1959 - provided for the 
arrangement of the stars in sev~n rows of seven stan e;u:h, 
staggered horiwntally and verticaUy. 

• .Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 
21 , 1.959 - provided for the arrangement of the stars in nine 
rowj of sta.rs staggered horiz.ontally and eleven rows of stars 
staggered vertically, 

'foday the flag rnnsim of thirteen hori1.ontal stripes, sevell' 
red alt:emating with 6 white. The stripes represent the origi1tal 
B colonies. the stars represent the 50 states of the Union. The 
colors of the flag are ,ymbolic as weU: Red symbolizes 
Hard.i11ess and Valo.r, White symbolizes J>u.rity and Innocence 
and nlue rcprc,ents Vigilance, Pe.rseverance and fusticc , 
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Lloyd 
Dean 

"WHAT MY FLAG MEANS TO.ME 

L et me start by citing 
Isaiah 65 : 1 I am 
sou ght of them that 

asked not for me: I am 
found of them that sought 
me not: I said, Behold me, 
unto a nation that was 

not called by my name. I really believe that verse applies to 
America and its Flag and all jt stands for. The Flag has 
stood, through war, peace, political turmoil and has helped 
make America a more patriotic nation. 

From 1777 until now our fifty stars represents a unity of 
purpose, with the red stripes representing the blood that 
has been shed for freedom, and the white strips represent$ a 
sense of purity throughout the land. 

The Flag represents the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, and even though they burn the Flag they canno~ 
burn what it stands for. 

Our Flag also represents help and comfort to other 
countries who have suffered calamities such as storms, 
famine, diseases or other unusual developments beyond 
their control. 

As our Flag remains a member of the family of nations of· 
the world, it still represents the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. 

This Flag, I hope will be the Flag of untold millions yet to 
be born in America. 

God Bless America. · 
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Ann 
Laurence 
our rights as citizens: 

WHAT MY FLAG MEANS TO ME 

0 ur nation's flag is a 
symbolic representation 
of our basic freedoms . 

Freedom that we often take 
advantage of or presume will 
always be there. Our 
founding fathers wrote the 
following in 1791 to ensure 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assembly, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. - The First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution 

This protects our freedom of speech, press, religion, assembly 
and petition. There is much debate today about those freedoms. 
Should we be allowed to burn the flag, criticize our government 
and military, or post the Ten Commandments in our schools and 
governments buildings? While we are not a perfect nation, we are 
at least given the right and opportunity to voice our opinions, 
whether we're in the majority or minority. 

Freedom is not something we have obtained without costs. We 
cannot even begin to express or understand the depth of sacrifices 
that have been laid before us. Those who have given the ultimate 
sacrifice of life for us to maintain our freedom should be 
continually honored. 

The recent decision by the courts to uphold the phrase "under 
God" in our pledge of allegiance reemphasizes how this country 
was founded. Although we are a diverse nation with many 
religious beliefs, when we honor our flag with a pledge, we still 
hold true to our belief "In God We Trust". 

July 2, 2004 
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Joan 
_Meadows 

WHAT MY FLAG MEANS TO ME 

W hat is the American flag/ 
Is it nothing but pieces of 
material sewn together in 
different colors and 

pattern s. To me this flag 
spawns a myriad of images. It 
flies high over our capitol, the 
White House, the Pentagon, 
and other government 
buildings. We see it in schools, 

churches, restaurants, and homes. It is exhibited on planes, trains, 
t rucks, and tanks. It is sewn on military and public service uniforms. Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other organizations wear and carry the flag. This 
banner is displayed proudly in ball parks, stadiums, and indoor arenas. 
Our astronauts and technicians used their God-given courage and 
intelligence to plant our flag on the moon-not to say that we own the 
moon but to say, "Hey, we have been here!" 

We have seen the "red, white, and blue" reflected in the eyes of our 
children, parents, and grandparents. We wear the flag, we salute the flag, 
we honor the flag, and we prize the flag. We continue these activities 
because our forefathers had a vision for all people. Thousands of our 
brave servicemen have fought and died to keep our country free. 

It is amazing what that piece of material called a flag can do i.e. how it 
affects our hearts and minds. It brings tears to our eyes when it is flown 
at half-mast; it speaks of sacrifice when it covers a casket; it spurs 
urgency when flown upside-down; it creates disappointment when fellow 
Americans trample it. It hurts us when it is used in a disrespectful 
manner and angers us when our enemies bum our flag. But most of all, 
this magnificent tricolored symbol of stars and stripes gives us a sense of 
pride and thankfulness to God. 

Our flag symbolizes the freedoms and opportunities that we cherish in 
the United States. I have visited and lived in several foreign countries 
and no other country offers the same freedoms and opportunities that we 
Americans enjoy. May the people of this glorious country seek the 
guidance of God so that this symbol of freedom will always fly above us. 
Praise the Lord for "Old Glory" and may our land be ever blessed with 
liberty. 
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Jack 
D. lis 

WHAT MY FLAG MEANS TO ME 

The American Flag 'means 
different things to many 

. different people. But of all the 
flags of all the nations in all 

the world , none is so full of 
meaning as our American Flag. In 
an attempt to understand and 
preserve that meaning many have 
died for it, songs have been written 
about it, poets have probed its 
depth and we pledge allegiance to 

it continually. But it is still difficult to catch the full essence of our nation's 
flag, because of all the nations in all the world, none other is so full of 
meaning as our American Flag. 

That piece of red, white and blue cloth you see flying in the breeze, bought 
by the precious blood of many of our citizen soldiers represents five thousand 
years of upward struggle of humanity. It is the full-grown flower of ages of 
fighting for liberty and is the century plant of human hope in bloom. 

Our flag stands for the deep yearning of all of humanity to be free. It 
stands for an equal opportunity for everyone to pursue their hopes and 
dreams in a peaceful society. We haven't reached that goal yet, because there 
are still many cruel injustices in the world, but the hope continues. However, 
the greatest hope of righting the wrongs that exist in a cruel world today are 
represented by this nation's flag. 

Other flags represent a glorious past. The flag of my country represents 
not only a glorious past, but a glorious future. It is not so much the flag of 
our fathers as it is the flag of our children, and all of our children yet 
unborn. 

It is the flag of tomorrow and represents one of the brightest hopes for all 
of our tomorrows. It is not so much the flag of president, politicians or 
military group, but it is the flag of the people it represents. It is the flag of 
each of us and our neighbors. 

We should respectfully stand when the flag passes by, or when we pledge 
our allegiance to that flag, or when we sing "The Star Spangled Banner." We 
should never be ashamed if a lump comes up in our throat and a tear drops 
down our cheek. It is a · worthy emotion and we should reverence that 
emotion as we would reverence a moment of silent prayer and then quietly 
remember what "Old Glory" means to us. 
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Claude 
Meade 

· W hen I try to . explain, 
what the flag means 
to me, I first think of 

all the men and women 
who have given their lives 
so we can enjoy this great 
country. (Most of them too 
young to vote!) When I see 

the flag improperly displayed, I think, how great it would be 
if our school systems had a section of study on flag etiquette. 
But, what would our Supreme Court think? 

Over the last ten to fifteen years I have been involved in 
Honor Guards throughout the eastern part of Kentucky, and 
in several other states. When we march by with our colors 
flying high, and only a very few stand or bother to render 
any respect, it is really troubling. 

This piece of cloth we call "Old Glory" is not a rag! It is 
the living representation of all the sacrifices our service men 
and women are willing to (and many cases do) make for all 
ofus. 

I know that most of us, especially in rural America, really 
do r espect the flag. It seems that many times we are 
reluct ant to show that respect for fear of being called a "Flag 
Waver" well, I for one, am proud to be a "Flag Waver". 

FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 
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Main Street • Morehead, KY 
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eth 
Maze 

WHAT MY FLAG MEANS TO ME 

When I was asked to 
write about the flag, I 
thought about all the 

various things that have 
occurred in my life that have 
shaped my feelings /about 
the flag. Each one of us has 
had different experiences 
that have caused us to feel a 
certain way about the flag. 

For me, the flag brings a strong feeling of unity. 
Our flag represents the unity of all the citizens of this county, 

from all races, and nationalities. It represents all those who have 
stood strong through adversity and hardship, since our nations 
founding. 

Of all the adversities and disagreements in this country, the 
flag represents the fact that while we may not agree with each 
other on various things, we agree with the right of each and every 
person to speak their mind and not be afraid of being arrested for 
voicing opposition to a political position. We don not have to fear 
being arrested for practfcing our religious beliefs . . We remain 
unit ed, despite differing views on many issues, and our flag 
represent s this unity and freedom to speak openly, and to be 
independent in thought and speech. 

In this country, we are united in our desire to protect and 
educate our citizens. We have a strong military, law enforcement 
agencies, and a fair judicial system. The majority of our roads are 
paved, and we have schools and post offices. Rarely do we see · 
children begging in the streets for food or shelter. Seldom do we 
see bars on the windows and doors of homes, to keep people from 
breaking in and stealing from us. Although we may dislike the 
amount of taxes we must pay, we are blessed to have a society 
where we can agree to elect people to make decisions and laws 
about how much money we must pay, and how our money will be 
spent. We agree to let our elected officials in Frankfort and 
Washington fight out issues, instead of fighting neighbor against 
neighbor. Although we may not agree with all of the policies of our 
government, we are united in our desire to raise our families in a 
free, progressive country. We, as fifty states , stand united in 
common purpose, and our flag represents this unity. 

Today, our flag must often be hidden when worn by our citizens 
who travel outside the United States. Citizens from the United 
States fear that when they leave the United States, they will be 
targeted by a terrorist because they are from the U.S.A. We must 
stand together and show the world that we are, strong, caring, 
dedicated and peaceful people with integrity, the kind of people 
worthy of our flag. 
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The United States of 
America flag is a 
symbol of a living 

thing; a nation that is 
passed from generation 
to generation from the 
birth of our country. 

Gerald 
McDaniel 
SGM (Ret) 

The flag was designed 
in such a way that indicates it is living symbol of our 
nation , by adding a star each time a state is added to 
the Union. I have had.duty in many countries, however, 
the U.S.A. flag alway s reminded me that I was 
protected and that I was protecting our Nation. The 
flag also reminded me that even if I was ten o:r fifteen 
thousand miles from home, I was not really far from 
home. 

The flag represents the freedom that we as citizens 
enjoy. Other nations may not benefits from the same 
freedoms which we do; freedom of speech, freedom of 
assembly, freedom of religion and the r ight to vote for 
representatives from local offices to the President of 
the United States of America. There are so many 
freedoms that it would be impossible to list them in 
this small space. 

Our deceased military members caskets are draped 
with the flag that they served under. It -is then folded, 
in such a manner that it represents a Cocked hat tat 
was worn by Revolutionary soldiers, and presented to a 
family member. On Memorial Day the flag is placed on 
the right side of graves of military personnel. This 
shows that even in death, our men and women are not 
forgotten of yester year are not forgotten. 

The flag should NEVER be thrown in the tr~sh after · 
its duty has been completed. Worn out, faded or torn 
the flag should be properly disposed. The flag is at half 
staff or half mast on memorial day from sunrise until 
noon. The flag is displayed at half staff or half mast by 
the order of the President of the United States of 
America or the Governor on special occasions. 
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Mrs. 
Gary Cox 

WHAT MY FLAG MEANS TO ME 

T o me the U.S. flag 
is a symbol of 

multiple good . 
characteristics ; Our 
red white and blue 

reminds me of freedom to be responsible for self, 
community, state, nation and, yes, to both plant 
and animal life upon our planet. 

The Star Spangled Banner reminds Americans of 
our ties to the past, endless work to achieve and 
maintain freedom, and the necessity for everyone 
to work for continuance of that quality product. 

Our beautiful flag waving over grave sites, 
s chools , government buildings and private 
residences does indeed r emind Americans of time 
gone by and of t ime t o come. Long may it for all it 
symbolizes such as freedom of worship whenever 
and -wherever, wave. · 

The message of our flag's pledge is much more 
than words chanted as part of a classroom's daily 
opening exercises. It should be shared phrase by 
phrase if the future generations are to experience 
our feeling and respect. 

News/Advertising (606) 784-4116 

Classifieds (606) 784-6868 

1-800-247-6142 
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John W herever I see the flag, it 
symbolizes to me the 
freedoms we Americans 

enjoy. 

N rt h tt 
I bear in mind, though, 

that these freedoms do not come 0 C U . without sacrifice. Brave men and 
· women have risked their lives, 

and many have made the 
ultimate sacrifice, to defend, honor, and 
protect what our flag represents. 
My sincere appreciation for these 
courageous individuals is especially felt 
when I view the flag during a military 
funeral. 
This final demonstration of respect for one 
who faithfully defended our country during 
times of war or peace is never stronger 
than when the flag is presented to the next 
of kin. A feelinf n?!nr,;verence and honor is 
always overwhe . · when the ll8U,;;.of kin 
lovingly places the flag next to his or her 
heart . 
When atrocities happen on our own soil, 

the flag is raised to show unity, determination, and hope. Public 
service workers and volunteers, such as our firefighters, 
emergency medical personnel and police officers, nearly always 
wear uniforms decorated with patriotic symbols. 

In the face of tragedies, these people and symbols represent the 
ideals on which our nation was founded-liberty, democracy, and 
equality. 

When I observe the flag, recite the Pledge of Allegiance, or sing 
the national anthem, I feel privileged and grateful to live in 
America. 

I am hopeful that all Americans will always be inspired to 
always protect Old Glory and we will forever live in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave. 

:111••••1:: 
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Terri 
Caudill 

A s we celebrate 
Independence 

Day, we often 
think of our 
American Flag 
and its adoption 
on June 14, 
1777. " 
To me, the flag 

m e a n s 
celebrating our 

· patriotism to honor an,d respect our 
country and the freedom we so cherish. 

Believing in this freedom, we need to 
protect it, since it represents the peace 
and happiness we all pursue. 

When I salute the American Flag, I 
have strong emotion, devotion and 
loyalty · to the United States of 
America. 

L 
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... 

and Joyce . 
LeMaster 

8 uoyant 
Steadfast, 

Repeatedly Resilient, 
Uplifting, Inspiring, 
Our Flag Waves On. 
Warming and 

Comforting, 
Wrapping Its Brilliance around us 
Engaging our Hearts and our Souls, 
Guiding us to Safety 
As Our Country 
Resists tyrants and moves on. 
Overcoming our enemies 
Both within and without, 
Rejecting charlatans, false ministries, 
Wrong-doing, sophistry, 
Hypocrisy and pretense 
Our Flag Waves On. 
Upholding Godliness and Courage, 
Integrity, Loyalty and Fearlessness 

· In Speaking Truth, 
Waving us on to Glory. 
One Nation Under God 
Our Flag Waves On. 
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Jared 
Kabler 
6th grader 

the American flag, 
where to start. 

W hat does the 
flag mean to 

me? You think, 
standing in 
class, with your 
hand over your 
heart. So when 
you talk about 
you don't know 

You think about freedom. You think 
about it's strength. But when you look 
at it's colors, it all means the same. 

The colors are the strength. The 
colors are the pride. Then you know 
the colors don't run, and the colors 
don't hide. That is my American pride. 

Christine 
Barker 

W hen I was a child, I · 
would see the American 
Flag and the emotion of 
pride and adoration 

would swell within my chest 
and a great feeling of 
patriotism, love and loyalty 
would fill my thoughts. I truly 
believed that America was the 
"Land of the free and the 

home of the brave." I also felt that whatever our great leaders 
would do, definitely would be honorable and ri~ht and every 
Soldier was a ffero in my eyes. I equated the Flag with Patriotism. 

As I grew into a youn~ adult, I became aware of the "Trail of 
Tears" with the great mjustices imposed on the American 
Cherokee Indians. Our courts of Justice changed from "tell the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth" to not allowing 
the jury to even hear the whole truth. The Justice System seemed 
to tum into a circus, contest or a game between two Lawyers .. .. 
and often it seemed the victim was on trial. We spend millions of 
our tax dollars to both prosecute and defend the guilty, while often 
the victim lies still in the grave. And then, if they were found 
guilty, it meant nothing, they could appeal again and again. 

And now, at this age of great wisdom, I realize that our Image 
has been tarnished. That under the 15.uise of patriotism many 
hideous crimes have been committed. That some soldiers are not 
heroes, and I do not feel safe an~ore to walk around the park in 
the cool of the evening. I'm very concerned about training our 
young men and women to be sent to other countries to become 
murderers of their young citizens and when the dust has settled, 
often, the war mongers still sit in their oval offices and still in 
power. 

To me, Patriotism is not closing my eyes and blindly just 
playing follow the leader, but to act responsibly and in my own 
small way to try to mend or make things better. 

My love for my country and respect for my flag has not changed. 
I compare my love and loyalty for America to the love and loyalty I 
have for my children .. .it is unconditional, and endures for as long 
as I live. 
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I I d Lin a 
Collins 

.WHAT Mi FLAG MEANS to· ME 

The American 
flag reminds 
me of two 

things. My 
Grandfather who 
fought in WWI 

and the kindergarten students I taught 
for many years. Each morning "the 
leader" would led the class in the pledge · 
to the flag. They were so proud when 
they could recite the pledge and recall 
facts we learned about our flag and our 
country. They could tell me the number of 
stars and stripes and what they 
represented, who made the first flag and 
what it looked like, the name of our 
country, state, and city and the names of 
our President, Vice-President, Kentucky's 
Governor and even the Mayor of 
Morehead. 
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Anna 
Pecco 

WHAT MY FLAG MEANS TO ME 

Q ur nation's flag 
represents our land, 

the people, the 
government and our 
ideals. There is nothing 
insignificant about our 
flag. The white reminds 
me of the pure motives 

of our forefathers and the innocence of the millions of 
immigrants who came to this~ country seeking hope and 
a dream. My forefathers came from Ireland and 
Scotland, enduring great hardship. My great
grandfather traveled by horse and wagon, from 
Virginia and settled in Rowan County to build a new 
life. I often ask myself: could I endure what they 
endured? Would I surrender if I lost water and 
electricity for one week? 

The blue of our flag reminds me of the perseverance 
and justice we so strongly believe in, that everyone is . 
created equal and everyone is innocent until found 
guilty. ' 

The red reminds me of the courage and the blood of 
all the men and women who have fought, died or 
endured for our nation's freedom. I realize my freedom 
has never been free, from Jesus dying on the Cross to 
free me from sin, to the men and women doing battle to 
keep our country free. I am so naive about war. I have 
never seen live battle, never spent the night in a · 
foxhole, never been shot at, never had to hide from the 
enemy. I have never known war on my homeland. The 
enemy known came on Sept. 11th and may come again. 
They threaten my freedom. I take my freedom very 
personal but I often don't appreciate it enough. Driving 
in my job, I always notice our flag. It has .a special 
attraction to me. When I see our flag, flying ever so 
freely, my heart lifts and I feel a deep sense of security 
and pride. We, as a nation, stand for some wonderful 
things: Freedom, Justice, Equality, Hope. From now on, 
when I see our flag, I will look up and thank God for 
my freedom and I will pray more earnestly for everyone 
who keeps me and my country free! 
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