. Mrs. Gora Wilson dtewart, 60,

Nation’s Great

In Adult Educatlon, Is Clalmed'

Mrs. Cora Wilson Stewart, who
brought more publicity and favor-
able recognition to Eastern Ken-
tucky than any Rowan Countian
in history, died Tuesday of last
week al St Luke's Hospital,
Tryon, N. C.

The founder of the Moonlight
Schools, first coordinated effort in
the United States in the field of
adult ‘education, was B3 years of
age. She had been in failing health
for sometime. -

Mrs, Stewart, listed In Who's
Who as a retired educator, lecturer
and writer, observed from her po-
sition as a stenographer in a
Morehead law office, that many of
Eastern Kentucky's citizens were
unable to read and write.

This was the beginning of the
Moanlight Schools in 1911,

Friends and advisors told her.

the undertaking was doomed (o

failure because elderly folks were _

too self-conscions and embarrassed
to go to night sehool, particularly
since many would have to reveal
they could sign their own names
only with an ‘X',

Schools Gain Favor

Buf, the young, and atiractive
Morehead woman, who had a
knack of maiking people like her
and winning them over to her

cause, was undaunted,

Within two years the Mopnlight
Schools were not only flourishing
throughout Rowan County, but had
spread to 25 Kentucky counties
#nd other siates.

Such publications as the New
York Times and fhe Ohicago
Tribune gave considerable illu-
strated space to the efforl and
Moonlight Schools developed  in
many isolated dreas of the United
States and other countries.

Rowan teachers were awarded
an all-expense paid trip to Canada
in recognitin of their work.

One remarkable phase of the

Moonlight Schools, often cited in
national magazines, ete., was the
enthusiasm shown by the students,
many of them 60 years of age,
They accepted the schools as their
ovm. and the progress they
eved was generally rapid.
were able {o read a part of

the Bible within a few weeks,
Early in 1914 Kentucky Governor
McCreary appointed Mrs. Stewart
Chairman of the Iliteracy Com-
mission, first of its kind in ‘the

United States.

. Stewart then moved into

; £roups, promoting

learning in ‘a nation of mostly |

one-room  schools baek in
days. _
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Wa'r level, she became a speaker
and writer in great demand. |

4 Aided Russis

She was named Chairman of
the World Illiteracy Commission
in 1928 and presided over confer-
ences in Edinburgh, Géeneva,
Toronto, San Francisco and Den-
ver,

Russia then started the literacy
movement and Mrs. Stewart's
policies became the basis for
their organization. Her pamphlets
and hooks were transiated into
Russian, and the progress of eld-
erly people in the Moonlight
Schools of Rowan, and other
Eastern Kentucky counties, were
cited for the advancement lhat
|| adults, without prior schooling,
"t" could make.

|| Mrs. Stewart was in demand as

I a speaker and she received sev-
eral 'national and @ infernational.
awards for her great humanitar-
ign and educational work. These
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