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#hen were you born?

Marzh 15, 1950

Jhera at?
var  Creck, Kentucky in Breathett county.
How many were there in your family?

When T was born or now?

How rany childwen did your nirents have?

Ten children, five boys, five zirls.

dhat did your father do?

He was 2 farmer and be worked off in other states, odd joba,
Jhere did you ge te high school?

Brzathett county high school, Jackson, Kentucky.

Jhat was it like growing up in Juckson? ‘hat did you do for llesure time,
thinzs like thul?

dell, most liesure time all we ever did was ride the bycyele and nlay basketball.
Jde went driving ever aow and then but after we 2ot in high school there wasn't
much transportatlon so we didn't go driving too often.

Are you married?

No sir.

dhen you entered the service were you drafted or did you enlist?

well I passed for the draft and then T wend uwp and volunteered for the two year
draft so I covld get my service over with.

I was going to ask you wny but you told me shy. Do you think the draft was
fair?

I think it was, it still is, but, well you've always 2ot your picks and you

have people getting people out on count of politics and things. 3But, to be a
fair drsft T think everybody should be drafted.

What was the last grade of school you completed hefore you went into the service?

Twelth zrade,
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You didn't hive any colleze at 1ll before you went into the army? 20V
No sir. T had 2 scholirship but I turned it down and went to work and then
went into the service., T was thinking about my college 211 the time you kwow,
when I get out and get my G,I, Rill T didn't know if T could afford it.
You were workingz?
I was working in Michigan when T got drafted.
What were you doingz?
I was running a machine shop.
And that was in Michigan?
Yes sir.
Jhat was your salary?
I think T was makingz about seven dollars an lour back then.
#hat was your VO3 in the service?
91320 combat medic.

Combat mediec, just exactly what do you mean bty combat medic, what is the
difference between =z combat medic and . « &

Well, as a corzman used to say it's a medical . . . 2 combat medic will cne-
list combat medic, where as other medics maybe will just be in the states and
no'. have to go overseas. Nostly T worked with the helicopter units. You'd
¢all them docotr's aids I guess, but we did everything form surturing up to
applyinz splints and in time of battle, casualties too, we did a little bit
of everything.

When were you in Vietnam?

I went in Vietnam in March of 1370 and came out first of May, 1971.

You were there about thirteen or fourteen months?

Fourteen months.

Jhat unit were you assigned to?

The 192nd assault  Heliconter company and 193th lled detachment. T think
there were five or six medics there.

Jhere was that at?
That wis Phan Viet  South Vietnam.

Before you went to Vietnum did you know anythinz about it? Hid you ever heard
anything about Vietnam, the country itself or what was Zoing on over thers?
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well, when I went to Vietnam T :lready had 1 souple of cousins over there, T
had an uncle vho had been in there four times, ha's retired form the Nirine
Corps and T had a cousin over there at the sanze time. Sut, T hid heard little
about the weather over thers and the different rezions, moonsoons, differst
things like that, but really you wouldn't knc: much zbout it until after you
Zot there and saw it.

At what particular time when you were sent ot Vietnum did you understand »r did
you think you understood why Americans were over there?

Really you know, I didn't. T was younz and just huad basic training, zot wny
orders and they said you're zoing to Vietnim and really T didn't understand
why we were over there, Freedom, you know, w=ep the i‘merican people, freailom,
things like that, trying to heslp South Vietrnam that's the only thing T kno ¢

about it much.

Did you see any combat while you were there?

Yes I did,

0.K. vhere, tell me a litile bit about it, witere was it?

Well, we were, like T s3aild I flew with a helicopter unit a whale lot und
Phan Viet and ‘jhiskey lMountain and pretty close to Pleiku, there we had i,
and the first day really over there, we had s fire fight, first night over
there we 2ot bombed but it's, T puess you'd c¢21l it combit when you get shit
dovm with a helicopter.

You never traveled with any Rifle Platoons as 2 medic?

No, I didn't, T wes just assault helicopler company medic.

what was your daily routine like? Mo day wis averz2e hubt was , . &

Jell some days we'd be bick in the unit, back in ihe company area ind we'd do

med caps and you know, people would do flight physicals and things like that,
then we'd 20 out and have to do medi-max and thinzs of this nature,

Did you have any conflict with any Vietnimese people themselves, civilians,
Arvins?

Oh yes, we had some.
Did you form any opinions about them?

dell myself, you know person:lly I had to be honest with a few things like about
my compiny irea we had 2 Vietnimese hooch muid's come and T feel you couldn't
trust any of them myself. The arvins seemed to be sort of your friend, but
later things vhey did T just couldn't put much trust in them, they'd turn

their back on you.

#hat 2bout the Vietnamese civilians did they really care if we were over there,
did they care who w2s running the country or anything like that?
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dell, my personal opinion, I think they just winted to get what they could out

of the Americuns and they didn't care for, seems like you try to help th:m,
try to show them and they didn't seem to me like they carad. 73ut, there were 2
few, every exception, that felt we were need:d over there, that we were som: help
to thems But, my opinion, the majority didn'r,

Y UL

0.K. you went over in 1970 so you were home wl'en the build-up was zoing or. over
there. Did you 2ver see anything on T,V., &4 you watch the news about
Vietnam on television?

Yes, I watched the news quite often and saw u lot about it,

Before you went over the sentiment had already been changing at home, peopl=
turning azusinst the war?

Yes, they were havinz rites and different thinzs of this nature,

Wthat about President Johnson, have you formed any oninion about the way he was
handling the war as far as the troop bulld-upz and things of this nature?

No, I didn't, hadn't thought that much about itk.

#hat about Presilent Nixon, seems like you kncu, when he was elected he'd rore
or less made up his mind to pull out rezardle:s= of what we had to do.

Yes T feel that President Nixon, he was the President vhen T went to Vietnum,

At first I resented that, hecause he was the one that sent me over. But =2e

the years went by, it's something I'd do again, I guess il I had to. If they'd

need me TI'd have to go T guess. You know a lot of people resents having to 20,
a lot of other people didn't., I feel good aboul going over and beinz one of the

lucky ones to come back.

Jhat zbout when you were there as far as your leadership over there, your superior
officers and stulf do you think they were adequate?

Well, T think 30, but T felt sort of like one of them, it was Lieutenant Calley
you've heard of that one, T thought he wis done wrong, because they sald we
shouldn't shoot unless thev shot first, but if somebody's shooting 2t you and
you've got a rifle and things, I think thay shouldn't shoot back and things of this
nature. T felt the officers, the officers T had were very nice people, they
were leaders, They expected us to obey them and we did, which I cume out a spge 5
in two years. I think they were superior officers.

Jhat about drug abuse over there?

I tell you the only druz abuse I saw which was a coudle of boys using mari juana,
that's the only thing I saw vhile I was over there. I was strictly agiinst that.
It was two Nez.o boys. That's the only two T saw use it.

Drug abuse wis very limited where you were at then?

Yes.

Jhat about any ricial conflicts, did the blicks and whites have any problems?




5

0
A. .lell, the only time that . . . No, not really, they usually worlked together, } 6
3ut, the only time wis when they came buck tc the company area, it wis according
to the kind of music they played. .Jell, they had a fight between the blac's
and whites, one boy came in and he told them he winted to hear some soul misic
and they sald wyeu", He said put a little Caarlie Pride on. That's aboul the
only time I heard anythinz, any racial confl’ct.

Q¢ You got along well?
Ae !le zot alonz well. e were Just like brothers, just one big group.

2+ You talk zbout you saw : lot on T.V, before ,ou were sent over, what aboul, ths
ledia coveraze, do you think it was fair or ¢o you think it was biased one way
or the other?

A. dell, it's according to which news cast you Listen to, some were biased and some
I belicve covered it Jjust the way it was. Li<e you say, different on2s,

Qe Vhy did we lose over in Vietnam? If you thin: we did lose. J/

As I think, if we loat, they wouldn't let us 2o ‘n and pursue and take it, T
think we should have done that myself instead »[ layinz back you know. ile ent
so far and we Jjust pulled back, Tt's like going across the river; you go h:ilf-

way and trun back, that's just defeating your purpose. T think we should nuve
taken it over.

2« You think the military wis restricted then?

Ao Yes, restricteds Just like bringing up 2bout Iieutenint Calley awhile azo, that
raw desl, I think if your going lo do something do it.

Qe Was it a mistake for us to go over there in the [irst place then?

As I don't think s0, e were supposed to be one of the strongest nations there
are, and to hel; people. ile were over there you might say it was a mistake in
a way and in a way it wasn't., But, we're going to be the top power, you know, and
we have to show that we have zood allies and things of this nature.

Q. Do you think that we learned anything from it?

A. Well, on the military standpoing T don't think we did much, just except thz
people that went over there, a lot of them. oifferent part of the Wation, country.
I don't think that we learned a zreat deal about it, T mean a lot of people back
here think they know but, they don't know till they zet back. It might
have showed the countries that we might be weazer too. Because not telling them
to 2o on and push gp to victory e mizht have lost.

Qe Jhat about the w=y Reazans handling these hot spots today? Lebanon and %]
Salvador, do you ajzree with the way he's handling il?

A. ilell, like you say, President Reazans gzot a1 choice to make at Gmnada there,
T hear a lot of people talkinz about that, but at least hs went in and tried to
do something zbout it. He lost a lot of lives but I think he made the right
decision there.
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Qe A3 far us the Marines in Lebanon, do you thirk that they've 3ot some of tk2 )0
game restrictions that you hid in Vietnam?

A T think they hive. The reason is things I've heard on T,V,, media, I thiux
they are restricted, similar to Vietnam,

Qe hen you came home did you need any medical oreatment?

Ae Yes, I dide I'm drawing sixty percent from the VA now.

Qe Oh, are you?

A+« Yes, my nerves, hypertension and things.,

How did others treat you when you came home? Any different than before you left?

A+ iell not really, at-first you know, your family will, your mom and dan ana your
brothers and things., They were real hapvpy tc see me and all the local peonle,
but after awhile you know, you're just an ordinary person.

A+ You never got any adverse treatment hecause jou were a Vietnam Veteran?
A« TNo, mobt that =~uch, you're just another Veter=-n.

Qe A lot of Veberans are upset because they never zot any recognition when thay
came home. low do you feel about that? You know some of them said we nevzr
Zot a4 purade lilke they did in World ‘Jar TII ard llorld ‘Jar I.

Ae T feel that we should have 2ot something., Rizht now their trying to get a
plaque in the cily of Juickson of the Vietnum Veterans. That's been a long time,
but T think they s"ould have a2 parade in the home town for all the boys, just
1i! ¢ now they h.wve our doney festival, T think every year they should h.ve
that just like they do these other organizations.

QA After you camz home did your feelinzs change towards the army or the zZovernment,
did you feel like you'd been disillusionad by the zovernment, thit they'd sent
you over for one purpose and maybe you got over there and found thuit things
were entirely dirferent?

A. Vell, after I zot out I sort of felt bad about the army beciuse that was two
yeoars of my life, you know, that I could have zotten my education soconer. Tor
no reason abt all we wesre restricted. T felt that it was right in a way tc 2o
but, in another way I felt that it wis bad.

2. dow do you feel about the volunteer army versus the draft?
A. ell, you've zot a volunteer army here and the draft, 'ell, T think the draftif
everybody's available for the draft and they take them in, you're zoinz to get
some pretty good soldiers. And the voluntesrs I believe are people who
can't get get jobs anyvhere else., I prefer the draft over the volunteer, be-
cause with the volunteer you're zoing to get anybody, but if they had a test
to pass you know, but T still believe in the draft.
Qe e're not getting a true cross-section of the country.
A. Mo, they're not getting the mean or the averuie.

Q. Whon you got out did you return to your old job?

Ae No, I started my education.
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You started to college as soon as you got owi? 1{’
vhen I got out, program for Veterans at More.nead.

It vas Morehead?

Yes COP program,

Jhy did you st rt colleze instead of goiny Lack to work?

After I zot out I thought about it, and I was up North working in Ilfichigun and
I didn't care much for it up there and T wur alwiys an honor student in Lizh
school and grade school and T love educatio:; searching new ideas and thirgzs
and I Jjust always lovaed school, T felt like i1his would be a zood opportunity to
70

What year was that?

1972 when I started. I layed out a few montlis.

vhat was your major?

»y Elementary Zducation.

Jdhy did you pick Morchead? v/

Well Dr. Ted Bvans, we were in the COP? progrum and it's basienlly for the
veterans, and we weres teachers zids, taking classes two night classes four or
five nights a week and they zave me the opportunity to go there. T'd alw.ys
heard lorchead w2s a 300d school and it's not too far from homz, about an hour
and a half drive. I like Morehead a lot.

Of course when you came baick the Vietnam war wis still gzoing on. .23 there any
kind of campus unrest, 2ny kind of demonstrations or things of this nature, like
there was in other parts of the country?

I didn't see any.

Hive you joined any Veterans orzanizations since you've been out?

Yas; T belong to the V! and the D\V, Disabled American Veterans.

Are you an active member, do you attend the meetings?

Yes T attend the meetings. T went to a session in Louisville thcyjheld this
summer of the DV, Nutionwide.

Did you join any orgzznizations on Campus? Did lorehead have any Veterans
organizaitionay

No, not when I was there.
Have you ever Liken part in any kind of protest?

No, T haven't.
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dell, T don't know whether you thought you had 1 choice. 'PGS’

Well, T felt at first that I didn't have a choice for underziriduate school.
I didn't think I had a choice because I'd dropped out of highschool. -
had an open admissions policy here for people over tweniy-one.

Do-you think the quality of the education . . Do you think it was edv~.tion
thit really prepared you for getting baick Lnto civiliun life and zetting a
Job and a career?

Yes, I think so. I think though that T dor't really have anything to co.pure
to except people I've talked to, and T've 3t friends that went to schoo. at
Eastern, Jestern, ind I feel that, well, “'ve defenitly zot friends heyt that
graduated from here, only been in the likt::ary once or twice, and I don''. know
how they did it, but T know I had to pract.cally live in the library, and T
wondered if this was because of my lack of prepraition for college or unat.

T also had in mind the quality of education that you recieved, were you :atisfied
with it? :

T think so. I'm not totally satisfied with the perception of ths acudem’'c
world as zetting you ready for a job, but I think —— T step on toes when T

sory T don't think it makes any difference shere 8 person gets his dezred.
from, I think it's the individual that msles the difference. 4And T think it
doesn't miake any difference if 4 person is a straicht A student it deperds on
where he's starting at.

A couple of other questions T wanted to ask you 0liude. DIid you write any
letters that you saved that might be of any help to us in Understanding your
experiences “hat you'd be willing to share?

T think maybe, I'1ll check. TI've 2ot a sister who T wrote to more than =nybody
else she'd possibly have some. I don't personilly.

Historians are looking for documents as well 23 what we have on tape. Do you
have any piclures or memento's of your time in Tietnum that you've saved
and cherish, things that kind of remind ua of those days?

Well, here agian it's sort of ironic, T don't know how to say how T feel about
it. The unit T was in you weren't allowed to have cameras. T know a lot of
people in Vietnam, a1 lot of ground combat that hid cameras, but when I was
there, first of all you couldn't carry it, you either had to cirry a canera
or something to eat. You know a lot of cauweras went by the wayside. Ind
then it was made a policy that there would be no cameras,

So you don't have any pictures?
No, maybe there's one picture,

How about other mementos of your time over there, inything at 2ll that you
brought back with you?

Things that ire personal to you. I huad 2 puir of — this is comicz2l really —
when we first went over there was no such thing as a cimoflouze tee-shirts or
underwear. 30 we'd been over there I guess zbout six months, not that long,
and somebcdy came up with this bright idee that we camoflouge our underclothes,

{tee-3hirts and shorts, so T have two or three piirs of shorts thit w2 dyed in
coffee, Tt worked.

Up until that time they were white, is that it?
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We didn't wear them, for the simple reason we weren't going to pay, hava to
go dovm and pay for camoflouge underwear, 3o we never wore them. And noast
usually the old type would rot right off »f you, s0 we never wores underwuear,

I was thinking seriously about if I could get enouzh of the war mementcs together
to try to estuablish 2 little muesum here an the library. Kind of a archives

of material of men, brought Bick from Viebnim, This i3 what T had in aind

when I asked you this question.

I've 3ot a hat that T wore when T was orn jun patrol.

Then you will tzke a look and see if any letters are available and zive us
copies? T want to establish a placue for our alumni who served in Vieunam.
Would you be in favor of it?

Not if you have to force somebody to do it. Tt would =zppeal to me if the
Veterans themselves didn't have to do it.






