T2 M

Tntaervisw
Mehard Huzhas Westions (3)s fleh-al Jowns ’9*’

P 12
Sox 2111 Valley View Dr. Answers (A): 3Richard Huzhes
I'ts 3Sterling, KY 40353

Q. Where weres you born?

A. Perry County Kentucky

Qe what year was that?

Ae 19456

Qe+ How large of a family do you come from?

A. There are fourteen of us.

3+ ihat did your father do for a livingz?

A. In Perry county he was a Tipple Foreman and had some cozl mines of his own.
Then when they czme from there — my dad went broke up there — in 1951, we
went to Morgin county for one year and ran a sawmill and then from there we
came to llontzomery county and here he was a custodian at most of the schools
at one time or 2nother in this county, than he worked at Myers cleaners, le
drove a laundry truck.

3. 3o yosu moved around cuite a bit?

A. dell, when I was five we moved from Perry county to Morgan, then from Vorgan to
Montgzomery when T was six, ‘e've lived several pluaces in one county but since
I was six years old I've pretty much been raised in lMontgomery county.

2. 30, you went to school mostly here in MHontzomery county?

i. ell I started in a one room school at Pleasant Run in lMorgan county, first
grade. I went there until January then we moved and I attended Camarzo the

rest of my first grade year from Jamuary to May. Then I graduated from HIgh
school at Cimargo. )

e Could you tell much of a difference living in Morgan county and Perry to lit.
Sterling, vas there a lot more for you to do around here?

A« I don't think T was old enough to know much difference, I was only six years old.
2+ You graduated from highschool at Camar3jo, what did you do after you griduated?
A. I went to South Eastern Christain College in \inchester, two years. Then I
went to Salem in Louisville for two years and did graduate work 2t the University
of Kentucky.
Q. When did you receive your 3.A., degree?

A. In August of 1968.
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Jdhen you entered the service were you drafted or did you enlist?

I was drafted, I zot cut of school in 1958 then the first of that year,1959,
I was drafted.

So you completed college and then was drafted?

That's rizht I had completed colleﬂe, was married and had a nine month old
son when I was drafted.

It must have been quite a shock?
It really was.

Let me ask you about the draft, do you think it was fair, as far as not being
biased about who they took into the service?

'Tt's hard for human bein3zs in positions like that to remain unbiased, there's so

much politics in our society, kind of the American way T suppose. I think that
I've had a tendency at times to look around at the people my 23e and T

recognize that i1 few of them really had to serve, and I was the only one in

this county that I know of who was teaching,and was married and had a child

who had to go. And T would look around and see other people in the cities esplieall;
who didn't have to g0. But I have no reirets, and I'm not remosreful or anything
I'm just trying to be specific in answering your question. I doubt that it was
entirely fair and if I were on the draft board I'd try to be fair but T know

you can bz under pressure that people plice on you and I realyize this.

¥hat was your 103 in the service?

T started out as 11 Charlie, which i3 a small Mortar crew. Then when T went to
Vietnim I was put out in th: field to a line company. ‘le carried the lortar and
each of us carried two or thres rounds of 8lmm ammunition., I believe the first
thirty days I was over there the decision was made, I'm not sure when, »robibly
because of the terriin in vhich we were working, that the 81mm might be used.
S0, we just got our rifles and our MO3's were changzed to 113.

I see here that you were in Ben Hoa and Long 3ink, what was the terrain like
down there?

Well, T didn't really work those areas. e flew into 3en Hoa then went to
Lonz Bink for about i1 week, I pguess intensive training, then we went to Song
3e, which i3 a big forward firs support base and then from there we were just
all over, the junzgle, you know they would set up those fire support bases out ther:
and we Jjust worked outside those fire support bases. ile would be in all types
of tereain, the mountains, the bamboo and the trees and all that.

You were in the first Calvary, division air mobile, exactly what do they mean
by air mobile?

Well, I suppose it's a way of ziving us a class. \le'd be flown out there by
helicopter and we would work an area for 15 - 30 days and then come back into
the fire support base and stay two or three days and then go back out. And it
was all done by helicopter. e went over to Cambodia in May and June of 1970
and were there for an air assault.
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Zxactly when wers you in Tictnim? Iq(’
I arrived there in Jamuary of 1970 ind left thers in MNovember of 1970.

So you were there about eleven months., 9%efore you went to Vietnaim did you krow
anything about it, the country in particulir or why we there?

Jell, T was a history major so I knew a little bit about it. T guess I learned
pretty much from a jood friend of mine Jocorze Mclord, he wis there about 1957
or 1968. 30, yes about thit country, what wis zoing on what our mission wzs.

Did you see any combat while you were there?

Yes, I did. Durinz the first five months that I w23 there T worked with line
company. I guess our mission wis in essence search and destroy, so we'd make

a run every day and then Fo azain at night. And then after havinz stayed

May and June in Cambodia we saw a lot of combat there. After that T came back
to a tactical operation center, so I was either directly or indirectly involved
with these type duties.

Did you have much contact with the Vietnamese people?

Not a lot, we would be on those fire support bases espically on the was back
it would be really out of your way. It wasn't anything like 3en Hoa. But
there were days we wers there occasionally and would see a lot of Vietnamese
people.and soldiers, that sort of thing. 3ut out in the field very little.

How about the Arvins, were you ever on any operations with the Arvins?
NO.

Do you have any opinion as to their effectiveness or anything like that?
No.

You were home when the big buildup was Zoing on in Vietnam in 1967 and 1968.
Did you watch much of it on television?

Not a great deal, like T said, at that time I was in college. I got my degree
in'that field, so I knew it wis serious.

Jere you ayare though that the American people themselves were starting to turn
azainst the war?

I think T was at that time., Then T know when our unit went intc fambodia I was
very much aware of vhat the press was carryinz, newsnapers, radio, television,
what the imericans were sayinz about the Viets, T remember writing a lenzthy
letter to a friend of mine about it. It happened to be published in the local
newspaper and wis published in some kind of Veterans newspaper. I've 3ot a
copy of it somevwhere. Anyuay my basic feeling has always been that the masses
really don't know, the masses generally don't know. And just as an examnle, at
that point in time I feel that Nixon did the right thing because I was working
in Ssuth Vietnam and then right across the border was all these caches and
everything, weapons that could have been used azainst us in possibly a few days.
Soy I'my T guess I'm very loyal to this country,
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A. You approve of the wiy !lizon handled ths wur? 'C‘(,

Ae Yes, basically I do, I feel like it's kind of like Ruszii, Castro getting
Cuba, It's realistic if you ean 32t somc interast so to to sne-k, close to
your adversiaies take advantaze., T thouzht we had an obligition to seek what
is in our best interests as a Nation.

Q. hat about, do you have any thoughts about President Johnson?

A. T personally didn't believe that President Johnson wis a very strong leader,
a very stronz President. without havingz studied what he did and did not do
during that era, my feelinz would be that he just basiezlly carried on throuzh
what had already occurred, didn't make any big dicisions.

Qs ihat about the leadership of your officers in the field, your officers and
non-coms do you think they were adequately trained to handle that kind of
" gituation?

* A. During the time that I was there we probably — in the entire company — we had
onc leader, 2 captain, and this man was taken away, He was a lieutenint, T
reslly liked this lieutenant.

Q. Did your officers change quite a bit when you were over there, rotate around?

A. Well, must have, begause T remember when I was with, if T'm not mistaken,
Charlies company I cin remember having maybe four different officers.
I worked a lot, I guess at the Bitallion level. I was worikdng with tactical
operational system and we had a full Colonel and then T guess a light Colenel,
he was very competent and he hid 4 major under him who was very competent .
That major got killed, hs got shot in a sun battle and then the other major who
replaced him 4 + « + S0, I saw I guess both sides.,

3. Did you come into 2ny contact with drug abuse

A There never did secm to be a lot of hard drugs. There wis a lot of marijuana beint
smoked, Then we went back to Ben Hoa for three days of R%R one time and there
~w13 4 lot of talk about it and I would zuess if you were lookinz for it you could
have found it. But I did see a lot of guys somking marijuana, but not in the
field. .

Qe+ hat about any racial conflicts?

Ae dell, for my experience there were more racial conflicts in Ft. lMcClellan,
Alabama where I trained thaa there were in Vietnam.

Qe hy do you think we lost in Vietnam, if you think we did?

Ae Uell, T think first of all prior to !i«on beinz removed from office T think very
definetly it vwas a tug of war and it had to be fought with certain restrictions.
And in spite of all that my feelinz is that we won the war, T think that
Vietnamization, pacification to be successful, T think that people were hivinz
an opportunity to gZo to school and zet their education, those kind of things.

I think that had Nixon remained as President we would never have 3ave up on the
3.1, in the field., I think the tyne of guy he was , T thought he wus very ztty.
I think he would have told them thit they weren't going to run us out, I think
they understood that. I think Gerald Ford was such a nice fella, very diplomatic,
very cipable, but you know he just didn't compure with Nixon. WMy position is that
the Americans won the war until Gerald Ford.
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You don't think that it was a mistake for us to 2o in the first plaece? 'ﬁ?

I really don't, I mean, just like tedsy, T wish we could got Castro out of
Cuba, T think any time with intern:tienzl affiirs beinz vhat they ire, any
time you have an opportunity to establish a zood relitionship at .ny time in
the world, wherever it might be, you ouzht to take advantaze of it.

Do you think we've learned anything from Vietnam?

I'm not sure that you can go throuzh un experience like that without learning,
but it was apparent when w2 took this military assiznment that peonle thouzht
we would not be there long, americin people to exprass their opinions, thier
conzrossnen and so forth. Rut T wouldn't be suprised if those tyone situations
vould occur 232iin. Maybe not now, but in the future. I guess it goes back

to what I mentioned earlier abont taking advantaze of opportunities. And we
had an opportunity to supposedly support an 2lly there and Seato.

Really we had a commitment.

But you know, nobody knows just how the zovernment w2s over there, but I'm
Just saying there's an opportunity for it. So, we ought to be equinped better
than any nition in the world if we have to go back and do some of those same
type things azain,

How do you feel about the way Reazans handling the situation today in Lebanon and
El Salvador?

Wlell, again we have to base our judzement on what we know, we are not always
aware of all the details and the ins and outs of government. Ny personil feeling
is that we have a 3Zreat country, our democricy's great and it's one of the slowsst
processes which helps people out, f{ie are in my opinion , in capable really,
beyond the facts and figures to mike a decision so ra2ally my basic position i3
that thuit's vhy this counbry's always survived and that's why we elect leadsrs
who try to get peonls in their confidence and others that we elect to zet in
people with confidznce and bisically it's golng alonz with the decisions that
they make. That's not syaing we ajree, that's not siyinz we cannot express our
displeasure as we do, T've done that a time or two, but still I'm committed to
support him, President Reazan what he's doing.

Do. you approve of the so called invasion of Grenada?

I really do, T wish we had dons that to Cuba. Of course it may have set off
more than we can handle but it, aggression bothers me and I wish nobody h:d

to be azzressive but, I know that we as a MNation have been and T know that

the Soviet Union has been and will be, And T think that that would have been an
opportunity for Cubz ind the Soviet Union to have 2 linding strip there and
Just be in a better position to combat us in ecase somethinz came up in the
future. T thirk the lives of those pcople there are supported and yes I'm favor
of it.

There was a big arzuement as to whether he should have kept the news lMedia out
or not, Do you think he was justified in not letting the news media in until
after he had accomplished his misslon down there, do you think the news media
should be on the front lines?
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T think thit's zol to be a dacision th:t the press honorad, that the wrasidant
mads. T think il there 1s any mestion as to vhathar or not thz news madii shoul
be there, but if it's goinyi to be a mission where there's no way they cin
interfere thon I see nothing wronz. My opinion would bz that the president felt
like on this particulir occasion that it was too dinzerous.

Wwhen you came home did you need any kind of Medical treatment?

No sir,
How did others treat you, z2ny different?

I don't think so, they certainly didn't look at me as beinz a war hero or anything
like that. T think that I had a pretty zood reputation bafore T left and when

I came back T think T was judzed by who I was. The fact that T had been to
Vietnam helpad, I'm sure. After I came back I taught school for two yesrs and

I became the highschool principle for sex, The wword Zot out around students that
I'd been in Vietnum and they didn't treat me as a military hero at all, but
t::::cgas a dezree of respect because I'd been invovled, but there was no

¢ Sm.

A lot of veterans exnress displeasure because they didn't get any recognition
when they zot out. 3Some of them said well we never zot a parade like they did in
World ‘ar I and II. Did you ever feel like that?

T thought that the people who would have wanted to do that just really weren't

in a position to do so. MNobody understood. 3eing , fair to 1ll sides you'd
have to say that any war is war of this type, ind whether you were in Vietnam or
Germany or where, you're life was at stake and you were away from you're family
and it's Just touzh, war is war. And, if that war had not listed a3 lonz as it
did, if i* hud been a clear victory. 3ut very few of the vietnam veterans
probably even thouzht we were at war and very few of the citizens orobably thouszht
we were. 30, in view of 21l that I didn't expect any tyne of parade or anything
like that.

I think one of the quotes T heard was, we won all the battles but we lost the war
and T think a lot of them [eel like that beczuse I don't believe the military
was ever equipped in the field.

Ve won the war though until . . .I feel like we won it and then gave it back.
Nixon and all the military under his direction won the war, and that's my feelinzs
and then HNixon was bringinz people back home, that's why I zobt home forty-five
days early. This had already been don= to some extent, but during the end of

our time over therz there were a lot of drops and T came home forty-five days
early, so there was a move to raduce our number of people over there under !MNixon
and turn it over to the Vietnumese and T helleve it would have been more
‘successful had not Nixon been removed fromm offics.

A lot of the problem in this narade idea, it wasn't like in lorld Yar IT where

all total units were sent over. But in this you were picked out here sent over
for a year and you came buack, it just wasn't like it was in lorld Jar IT where
you had thousands coming bick at the same time, you just sort of straggled back,
Do you think there should have. been any type of program when the veterins came
home, kind of a debriefinz session, a week or two to readjust, you know one day
you're in San Fransico and the next diy you're home. Do you think maybe that's
what ciused some of the emotional problems when we came home, adjusting to the
American way of life azain?
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I'm not really as informed on bhu emotionz2l nroblams as I should bz, [ow

1
i v
.

brothor who 13 fiftesn wonths Jounssr than me 2ame hHuck Jrom nver thass iy
believe aujust or September and T went in Jinux L0 o I hadn't bien ikle to sse
if he had problems. He had 3 :rﬂb*v bad situ:tion and I think personally there
were some zdjustmznt problems, I don't think they wuere PClllj that

significaint , I think if T had bcen anywhere for 2 y2ar, away from my child

I would be emotionally drained, T think that anytime you've been away from some-
thing and come baick, it's 2 strain, T don't know, I can't see how debriefing
would help that much. 3Iverybody was in such a hurry to get home.

Jo you think maybe the emotional stress has been over played a2 little bit maybe
by the news mediz? Because you know any time you see news about the Vietnim
Veterans on T.V. it's mostly the ones who are having problems,

well I personilly know several Veterans of orld War IT for example vho rezlly
have significant personil problems and T know a lot of Vietnum Veterans who do
not., They come bick and think nothing of it. T think that there was more
pressure during that war than any other and if you want an excuse it's there.

I really love and respect my Vietnam Veterans and friends who were in combat

and I don't mean to be playing it down and sayinz that it's overplayed because
who knows what they're z0ing to do, A1l I'm sayingz is that some of the same
things they experienced were experienced by peonle in other wars and T don't thin-
that you can blume the Nixon or Johnson administration for the w2y the var vas
handled., Americin peoples attitude, saying this is what damzzed me emotionzlly,
you know war i3 war, is what I'm saying and the same thinz thait caused emotional
problems in the Vietnzm war also caused them in Jorld ur T and IT. T would
.think that so much talk now-days, so many na2ws stories, so much of what you see
‘has been those Vietnim Veteruns who were just wrecks, physical, emotionsl and
social wrecks and you h:ven't seen the other side and you have those same wrecks,
so to speak from other wars,

I've read a couple of studies on it and the most I can figurz out is the

one's with the true emotionzl problems are runnini rouzhly three to four percent
of the tot:l thit went over thsrs und that's not re2lly bad but just from

watching T.7. you get a feeling that it's much higher than thit. Just Lrom the
stories they run. A good example 1s the news they had on last night, Memoriul

Jay, everything on is about 2 Vietnum Veteran having emotional problems and thinz-
of this nature.

How do you feel to the volunteer as opposed to the draft?

I think it's lousy, I really do. I was as I've indicated, a colleze zraduate,
a teacher, husband and a father and I thouzht I w2s 3Zrown up, but I tell you
those two years in the military did make a difference., The thinz i3 too, when
you're drafting everybody you hiuve some capable neople in all positions and
my feeling i35 that a volunteer army, you get some 3ood people, but you get s
lot of wesk people. And from the standpoint of everybody servinzg the country,
‘freedom isn't frae, everybody ought to realyize that. Somebody had to niy the
price and I don't know that inybody's any zreater than anybody else in terms of
. paying that price so I think you get 2 lot stronger army and it's fair for
everybody vith the draft.

when you returend from the army did you return to your old job?
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dhen X uas deaflted T wes teaching and counhinz it the Gamarss Junior hizh scheol,
shen I got back from Tietnam it was llovember 2nd I was staioned 2% Fort inox

for about anothar six months and sever:l days and during that time T took some
courses {rom U,K. In the summer ot 197 I went to lorehead 3tate University and
did some 3zraduxte work thers., 3ut then when achool started in \ugust I went to
llontgomery County high school as a Social studies teacher, head bise ball coach
and assisbant basketbill coach and assistant cross county coach.

You got your lasters from lorechead?
Yes

In 19722

That sounds about right;

Jhat was your major?

“In my graduate work? ilell, I ended up at Morchead zetting a liasters and then I

got a rank I which qualified me for a suprintendant and zetting my princinle positio
I got both 1 superintendant and principle certificate. 30, in essence the emphasis
on my Masters was in education and Social Sciences I suppose. And of course
fifteen hours above that lMasters was a concentration, my principleship and then the
next fifteen hours my suprentindency.

Did you Join any veterans orzinizations when you got home?

Yes in 1972 T believe they started a local veterans of Foriezn ilars orzanization
and I joined that. I'm still a member,

You've been to South ®astern College, University of Kentucky and also to Morehead.
As far as Morehead is concernsd do you find any advantages or disadvantages as
opposed to these other institutions?

I think llorchead has 1 reputation of being concernsd more about Eastern Kentucky
people and that was a help to me. I'm proud of my Zastern Kentucky haritasze.
vhen T arrived at Morshead I really did feel that the people up there were very
concernsd about me znd they were very helpful., I could call some names, but
probably -shouldn't. T got some zood direction from some people there, T went
to Morehead — T got out of the irmy in May, then enrolled in graduate school.
There wasn't that much of a problem. It seems as I look back there vas these
people down thers with me, here wis this individual, he had just gotten out of the
Army, been to Tietnun, he wis from ZBastern ¥entucky, I just felt like T zot
special treatment, T m2y not hive, everybody else may get the same attention.
But I felt really good, T felt better about my relitionship there at liorehead.

Did you go irn full time up there?

Yes in the summer I did, the summer of 1971. I started teaching and in 1971-72
I went at nigh‘b.

Dr. Hinrahan, in doing this research, one of his objectives in this project is
that he's concerned that the University itself hasn't done anything to recognize
the Vietnim Veterans. ‘lould you like to see some kind of 2 memorial, speaking in
terms of a plaque, in the student center or an exhibit in the library, something
of this nature. \jould you be in favor of something like thut?
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Yes, T thinl: thit we nsed to go back to shirsiz:zl srincinles and athelitl
and everything alse = your b.gic conssnt. The wvictor i3 worthy of his priils

I feel like that the Vietnum Veterans piid 2 prise, vou know what srice, nerhass
a2 zgraater price than most seople raJLyi’e excent for nﬂghﬁ the Vateruns themselves,
I think thit any type of a reward is zood and I'm in fivor of this.

He's talking about maybe, if and when this does come about, having a dedication or
at the dedication having 2 reunion of the Vietnam Veterzns at lorehead. Do you
think this sounds zood?

Sure do.

what is your present occupation?

Well, in 1979 I bouzht this business, at that time it was Camarzo tractor sales.

Wwe renamed it and changed the business quite a bit, and it's called Camarzo Farm
and Home Center now. 350 we 3ell farm supplies and hardwire. 30 I work here,

full time.

You got out of teaching in 19792
Yes,

Can you tell any differcnce as far as the way educational system i3 from the time
you entered it until the time you lelft?

You mean as far as thz quality of education? !lell I really can say T enjoyed
education I didn't get out of it bescause I didn't like it., T got my contract back
and T wanted to get my doctorate. TN June of 1979 T had ilready been zdaltted to
Indiana Unlversily to starb 4 doctorate in education:l administrition and instead
of zoing in 1979 I came tuv Camargo and I think if T had it to do over I'd do it
the seme w.y. 73ut scmeday I do 5till have that us a 30al, for: some reason I
didn't want to go baick at that time, Tut anyuay I really love education, I say
this =23 an opportunity :nd took advantize of it, T w.nt to b2 a suprintendant

and T felt like if T could bz financizlly independent T could moke a babter
suprintendznt. This place has rot made me finanecially independent; it has the
potential to, but T've hud some very siznificant problems, we've had 2 couple of
tough years. 3ut if I could see my way clear I would go back to Indiana University
and zet my doctorate and hopefully this business can zive some financial security
and T can be a suprintendant, be more indspendent and make decisions in profession:l
educition. T think that DOlltiCJ are a nart of our society, we have to live with
it and at the same time we've jot people who stand t211 2nd make key decisions to
be made, dzeisions thzt help the quality of 1life around them. \nd that's the kind
of suprintendant I want to be. 5o I think thit just Llike here locally wa've ot a
real geo? educition system. Thera's 2 lot of emzhzsis on improvinz the quality
of education There's a tax referendum, T think for ths fall. I rezlly foel lan
it's to impress the ﬁolni. There's gome thinzs hanpening in our locwl school sy¢
that just aren't good. Generally, lfike I'd say the educational sysiem hers is
2ood and I don't see that it has digressed or improved, nl?hific_ntly since I've
left it. I Jjust feel like there's a few things that have 3Zone out of style that
need to bs brought back,

You say you're married?
Yes.,

How many children do you have?
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A« Three, 2ick wis nine months when T went in and he's now fifteen, He wns '
the twenbty—second of « Trovis wimmed =izt on October thirtennth,
are my two boys and I have a dzuzhter, Linz, wio is four.




