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f, Iodi Times- July 7th, 1939, vol, Cﬁl.- No, 58, page 1-Col,8
R s - t | >

HEALTH ORDER SPEEDS FLOOD AREA BUFIALS. el ‘ d i

_ Morehead property loss set at $1,000,000,00 Breathitt toll up.

Health authorities and Red Cross workers Friday sought to prevent disease out-
break as searching parties poked into Eastern Kentucky's sloppy slit and matted
debris for bodies of forty odd flood viectims still missing,

While fifty-five bodies have been listed by the Associated Press as recovered
twenty five of Rowan County's dead, twenty-eight of Breathitts and two in Lewis
County-officals feared a sizable number of Breathitt's thirty-four unaccounted
for never might be found since so many were swept miles away into the Kentucky
River from rampaging FroZen Creek,

Meanwhile, silent groups of relatives stoically buried their dead, a proceedure
hastened by health officers' orders designed to head off contaminationm,

FLOATING BODIES SEEN, |

Approximately ten bodies of Breathitt County victims were recovered at Beatty-
ville, in adjoining Lee County., Police Chief, Virgil Smith, said other bodies
were reported seen floating in the Kentucky River.

Sheriff Water Deaton estimated seventy-five persons drowned in Frozen Creek
Vﬁllay. Dr. P, E. Blackerby, assistant Ky. Health Commissioner, saif@ it would
be impossible to reckon the full loss of life and property for several days,

U.S. AID HELD URGENT.

Red Cross Headquarters in Washington, estimated 1,000 families were in need
of assistance in the stricken areas- 500 in Rowan, 200 in Lewls, 100 in Breathitt
and the remainder in other counties,

State and Federal agencies cooperated with tﬁe Red Cross fn caring for the
homeless- money and commodities were sent in as were physicans, nurses and embalmers,

So powerful was the force of the vater that all but three houses in the Keck
community, twenty miles north of here, were destroyed, Wilburst, near Keck, vir-

3

tually was swept away, Van Cleve, another Frozen Creek Village, met a sintilar fate,
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- Tt wes in these communities that most of Breathitt County's human toll was taken.,
Three mission teachers at Van Cleve were carried away by the water wall and
rescued in the Kentucky River after clinging to loose timbers for four hours. So
great was the force of the Frozen Creek tide that one of the women was swept up-
T

stream in the Kentucky River for four miles,the other,.wo,caught in another current,

went dovmstream,

PAGE I, COL. 4, by JANE DIXON (TIMES SPECIAL WRITER,) JACKSON, KY., JULY 7, 1939,
Crier, on loud speaker heralding lost baby rewasrd of § 200,00~ awakens flood- ex-
hausted Jackson,

Shorty after dawn today-while the mountains still wore their hoods of gossamer
mist, the voice of a crier-a-loud speaker attached to a radio car-shattered the
morning_stillness. It reverberated along the steep streets of this stalwart little
town awakening weary men and women to the realization of stark x tragedy.

The town heavily lidded and éorrow—logged, stirred uneasily, Forms began to
take shape in the dim canyons that thread the stricken community, It seems like
everyone has lost someone near and dear,

This morning a half-dozen trained nurses in the Public Health Service, including
Louisville's Edwina Mattingly, field nurse from the State Department of Health,
met with executives of the department to consider plans for attending the sick and
preventing spread of disease. The group will work up and @own the creek and its
tributaries,

Immediately victims are identified the bodies are wrapped in simple cotton shr;uds
made by N.Y.A. workers, placed in pine coffins built by the ypung men of the C.C.C,
transported to family burying yards and interred, Identificgtion of the drowned is
becoming increaéingly difficult due to the lapse of time, the battering of the wate s
and the intense heat,

Clothing so valuable & help in establishing idenity, is almost a missing factor,

as a majority of the victims were awakened from sound sleep to find themselves trap-
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ped in tumbling houses with no chence to dress,

Of the eight dead lately reported five were found in the Frozen Cresk Area
about five miles from Jackson, and the other three at Beattyvillefifty miles down
5
the Ky. River from the scene of the disater, Three of the eight were children.
~

Search is slowed by the hysteria of those who have lost their nearest and

-dearest, Those bereaved have not the patience to join an organized search, but

wander the creek and river banks day and night risking their lives in the muck, the
back waters and quicksand in eox &« desperate effort to find their lost ones, All
attempts to persuade theﬁ of the futility of such effort is useless and they carry
on through a haze of pain until they collapse of exhaustion(

.Hope has been abandoned for the missing of the little village of Van Cleve,
where nine students of a Methodist Bible school perished in a dormitory wrestled
from its foundations and carried like a bobbing cork downstream, Van Cleve is
no more, & geabrous scar on & dreary no-rans-land,

No estimate yet has been made of those who may have lost their lives up secluded
hollows and on hidden plateaus for in the mountains.

Many of these people from back yonder x came to crossroads stores for supplies e Vi
once a year and were known by sight only to a few people of their immediate district,

Weeks must ®m lapse before the trails can be traveled thoroughly and the truth about

what happened behind the ridges be lmown. They will go down in history as the lost

legion of the mountains,
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Lou Times July 8-1939  vo.CXT.- no. 59,

Page 1 col 1, Appeal Made By Governor of Kentucky, (Governor Chandler) for
$100,000,00 for the flood stricken area- Louisville's quota is $15,000,00,
Both WAVE and WHAS made radiocast fund appeals.... Contribution received up to
now Saturdag totaled $3,763,31...1
400 in body search

Supplies were sent to Morehead and Jackson from many parts of Kentucky, as bridges,
washed out, were being repaired, ﬁodies newly reco&ered are all from Breathiﬁt-

Vhile debris-laden streams slowly yielded more bodies, W, I, JONES
Red Cross Field representati;e, said aéﬁroximately 400 persons were searching along
the streams and in mud and silt that covéred the once picturesque but now devasted
Frozen Creek Valley.

| Flood Thought "End of World", Woman tells of family's terrified

flight to hills while homes were carried by. = by Jane Dixon,Times Special Writer

In a mountain cabin at the wvery center of destruction, where Strong
Forks: flows into Frozen Creek, Mrs, Cleve Mac Gregor, a pretty blue-eyed, dark
haired wife and mother, lived again for this reporter the dreadful night of the

cloudburst,.ceeee.
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Louisville Times, July 10, 1939, vol, CXI- XNo, 60
Pare 1 col 4,
FLOOD RELIEF IN FULL SWING- ORGANIZATIONS AID HUNDRED OF VOLUNTERRS.
Augmenting hundreds of volunteers, the Red Cross, American Legion, units,
W.P.A. and C.C.C. workers and the State Health Department and highway patrolmen
Honday bent to the job of rehabitating Eastern Kentucky flood-ravaged areas,
The task includeéd clearing away of debris, still piled high six days after the
flash floods; providing food, clothing and shélter for hundreds of homeless..
Revard to Red., Cross,
To-date seventy Bodies have been found- forty three of them residents of Breathitt,
County, twenty five of Rowan and two ;f Lewis, Twenty eight persons are still missing.
Examples ofvmcuntain generosity in flood relief donations in sharp contrasts to
gifts of many in far better financiﬁl circumstances were set by John Jones and Edward
Pandenburg, Beattyville "small business men",
The two winning-a $ 200 reward posted for recovery of the body of baby-year old

son of Nathan Pelfrey, Jackson Bank Taéller, declined to accept the money, but request-

ed instead that it be given to the Red Cross.

Otherrbodies found over the week end.,...
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July 7, 1939- vol, CLXX N.S. Yo, 25,755 Page 1l-col,S8 by Ralph Brady

Jackson Ky, July G6th Ten bodies are taken from stream- property loss may reach
$5,000,000,00, Twenty Breathitt bodies have been recovered and identified.....
The flash floods were caused by a deluge of nearly three inches of rainfall in from
three to four hours, Wednesday night....

It appeared virtually certain today that the toll here was confined to the Frozen
Creek Valley, particulary, in the ten-mile stretch between Wilhurst and Cockrell's
Bridge on State road 15, The huge wall of water that roared down the valley swept
everything in front of it., Destructions in this valley was written in terms of

hundreds of thousands of dollars,

THE CCOURIER JOURNAL JULY 9TH, 1938 PAGE 1 Section 3,
One eye kept on the weather saved a family of eight, by Ralph Brady
Jackson, Ky. July Bth; Vhile others,‘less observing and less fortunate, slept early
Wquesday morning and consequently were trapped in their beds by the Frozen Creek
flash flood, Seymour Martin, fathef of six, kept his weather eve on the natural
electiical display and moved his family to safety before the water struck its dis-
asterous blow :; the valley.

Martin walked the miles down the mountainsides from his home midway of Strong Fak

into Jackson today in search of typhoid serum, and revealed that while his home, crops,

and out bulldings had been destroyed he still had his family intact......

Page 4, Picture of winding road near Jackson where scores died.




BREATHITT COUNTY

SNOW IN MAY, 1893

"Saturday night, May 19, there vms a fall of snow, here between eight
and ten o'clock ten to eight inches deep. The limbs were broken from the
treese Vegebation of all kinds wes mashed to the eﬁrth, sweet potatoes and
other tender vegetables were aither'killed outright or gregtly injured., The
early corn is much hurt. The snow fell all over the Eastern part of the state.
At Nicholasville it_was two inches deep. At Louisfille it melted as fast as
it fell, everywhere, fruit trées, and forestltrees were damaged. Such a fall
of spnow has not been known in the state so late since 1854, Then it came June

8th but not so heavy."

Bibliography

(1) Newspaper) John Jay Dickie, proprietor, Jackson, Ky. 1893,
"Jackson Hustler"

(1)

"& student after returning from college spoke thus in telling his grand-

mother how to obtain the contents of an egg without destroying the shell.'Take
the spheroidal body in your sinister hand, and with a diminutive pointed in-
strument, held in the dexter hand puncture the apex; in the same manner make
an orfice in the bases, Place either extremity between your labals and en-
deavor to draw in your breath, in so doing a vacuum is created and the con-
tents of the egg are discharged into yourrmouth.' The old lady looked for a
morment in amazement and said, 'Law, child, when I was young we used to stick

pin holes in'em and suck 'em.'"

)

Bibliography

(1) Same source as top article. (newspaper)

Jackson Hustler" John Jay Dickie proprletor,
Jackson, Ky.. 1893",
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In some years the rises attain unusual heights and not only injure works
of improv?ment on the river, but rqsﬁlt in enormous losses of property throughout
the basin, The most insi-nificant creelrs and branches at times cause widespread
damege, Such floods have been common since the beginning of settlement in Kentuoky.
One of the most disastrous overflows occured in 1817, when many valuable warehouses
were washed away. Collins cites many Instances: (Vol, I, pe 58)«

"April 9, 1872, greaéest flood in the upper Fentucky River since 1817; river
rose 15 feet in 6 hours; over 20,000 saw logs, the property of poor people, floated
off and lost; above Irvine, Estill County, mést of those residing Sn the river
bottoms were driven from their homes by the rising flcod; many houses, coal and

jron boats, corn boats, washed away and stock drowneds" (p. 1C).
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‘Tt'za"Flask Flood Damage and Recovery
(Pearl Watts)

Hampton was one of the worst damaged communities in the
vhole flood area. Ten people lost their lives, and at least ten
iomes and barns washed away. Nearly every garden in the whole
listrict was destroyed. About the only crop left was a little corn
n the hillsides. Of course, it was greatly damaged. It looked
‘ellow and spinley, and 1 noticed that all of the loose rich soil had
een washed away, down to gravels or clay. Landslides were
umerous. You could stand in one place and count thirty-two
sithout moving. In visiting the homes, I also noticed an absence
f fried-chicken. The mothers always apologized with, “The flood
ook all my chickens.”

So far, only two small dwelling houses and one store have been
ebuilt. A few barns that were not completely destroyed have
een put back and a few people have rebuilt their chicken-houses.
{early every farmer has sown grass, clover, or lespedeza to re-
nild the soil and to prevent erosion, but it will be a long time, if
ver, before the soil will be back to normal.

Johnson Fork Since The Flood
(Ina Noble)

Not many of the people on Johnson Fork of Frozen have done
'ery much to improve their farms since the “flash” flood. in July.
Yot any of the homes were destroyed although several of their
varns, all of their fences, and other buildings were washed away.
\ large part of their crops and almost all of their gardens were de-
troyed.

Several new fences have been made. The road has been cleared
mmtil it is almost as good as it was before the flood. Some of the
ocks and drift have been removed from the school playground..

Everyone has been busy with their erops and not much work
1as been done to repair the damage by the flood.

STRONG FORK SCHOOL

(Bernice Turner, Teacher)

I visited many of the homes in taking the school census about
wo weeks after the flash flood on Frozen Creek. The people in
hese homes told heart-rending stories of the terrible tragedy
vhich had befallen them. Grief-stricken, they told of friends
ind loved ones who had lost their lives or all they possessed.

Huge rocks, landslides, trees and drift took the place of most
f their crops and many of the homes were completely washed
wway. The roads were either impassable or completely gone. . The
)eople were stunned after two weeks of shock and despair at con-
litions surrounding them. They did not know what to do or
vhere to turn for the help which they needed badly. They knew
hat it was up to them to rebuild what had been destroyed and
vith the aid of the Red Cross and the Amerlcan Legion they
started reconstructing.

Now after four months, many of the homes have been rebullt,
‘oads and fences replaced, and the people are beginning to realize
he value of soil conservation and reforestation. Some have re-
reived help through the Farm Securlty Program which will enable
;hem to get back on their feet again. il

But, it takes time to recover from a shock such as this. Even
ret, the peOple have a horrible fear of heavy rains and thunder-

storms. If a storm comes up diring the day, the children get ’

ranic stricken and want to go home to their parents. If the
jtorm comes at night, each family sits wide-eyed and watchful
intil the storm is over. In time they will forget most of this,
nut it will take lots of planning and hard work on their part.
(hey have already made much progress and have shown much
nterest in better living conditions.

2.;

——




TEE FLASH FLOOD DANAGE AND RECOVERY
(Pearl Viatts)

Hanpton was one of the worst damaged communities in the whole flood area.
Ten people lost their lives, and at least ten homes and berns washed avay.
Nearly every garden in the whole district vas destroyed. About the only
crop left was a little corn on the hillsides. Of course, it was greatly
deamaged. It looked yellow and spinley, and I noticed that.all of the loose
rich soil had been washed awa&, down to gravels or clay. Landslides were
numerous. You could stand in one place and count thirty-two without moving.
In visiting the homes, I also noticed an absence of fried-chicken. The
mothers always apologized with, "The flood took all my chickens.”

So far, only two small dwelling houses and one store have been rebuilt,
A few barns that were not completely destroyed havé been put back and a few
people have rebuilt their chicken-houses. learly every farmer has sovm
erass, clover, or lespedeza to rebuild the soil and to preveﬁt erosion, but
it will be a long time, if ever, before the soil will be back to normal.

JOHIISON FORK SILCE THE FLOOD
' (Ida MNoble)

Vot many of the people on Johnson Fork of Frozen have done very much to

improve their farms since the "flash" flood in July. Yot any of the homes

were destroyed although several of their barns, all of their fences, and

_other buildings were washed away. A large pert of their crops and almost |

all of their gardens were destroyed.
Several new fences have been made., The road has been cleared until it
is almost as good as it was before the flood, Some of the rocks and drift

have been removed from the school playzround.

Everyone has been busy with their crops and not much work has been done

to repair the damaze by the flood.



STRONG FCRX S3CHOOL
(Bernice Turner, Teacher)

I visited many of the homes in taking the school census about two weeks-

after the flash flood on Frozen Creek. The people in these homes told

heart-rending stories of the terrivle traredy which had befallen them,

Crief-stricken, they told of friends and loved ones who had lost their
lives or all they possessed.

Huge rocks, landslides, trees and drift took the place of most of their
crops and maeny of the homes were completely washed away. The roads were
either impassable or completely gone. The people were stunned after two
weeks of shock and despair at conéitions surrounding them, They did not
know what to do or where to turn for the heip which they needed badly.
They lmew that it was up to them to rebuild what had been destroyed and
with the aid of the Red Cross and the American Lezion they started reconstruct-
ing.

Towr aefter four months, many of the.homos have been rebuilt, roads and
fences replaced, and the people are beginning to realize the value.of soil
conservation and reforestation. Some have received help through the Farm
Security Progranm which will enable them to éet back on their feet again.

But, it takes time to recover from a shock such as this. Even yet, the

people have a horrible fear of heavy rains and thunderstorms. If a storm

comes up during the day, the children get panic stricken and want to go

'home to their pafents. If the storm comes at night, each family sits wide-
. ‘ 2 e *
eyed and watchful until the stdrm is over. In time they will forget most

of this, but it will take lots of planning and hard work on their part.

They have already madelmuch progress and have shown much interest in better

i

living conditions.






