edﬁ"éuoumu?ﬁ:ﬁﬁ‘mmtt of = 5 would not insult the:* moonlighters
adult illiteracy, where' her.-“Moonlight would help them learn:‘Her worl
Schools™ became internationally known. £ §&* & | drew national attention’and in1926%
Mrs. Stewart is- among ‘ the- pioneers- was named director of the Nationalll
mentioned in-the book; “Women in-Ken- Ty A ‘eracy - Crusade- with _headquart
tucky,” by Hejew Deiss Irvin, whiclt is = . Washington,; D. C.- _
the subject vf‘ another‘ story onC- ﬂns s | She carried her messageto 1 me
page.. S ; ‘on: illiteracy._ ail over the United
The rn-st Moon.light Schoot was: founid ; : and in Edinburgh, Toronto and
“ed by Mrs. Stewart in Rowan County in ; From:-1929 to 1933, she was chai
1911. The schoat; which soon spread to the executive-committee .of«P
other: Kentncky counties ‘and then-to . : : :
other- states, got-its name= from being
held on moonlit nights.” /2 " um@aie o
; Theschoolcmtnothmg——nodon&«—-
tions,. no- tax money.  Regular: Rowan -
County teachers-volunteered for unpaid |
duty in the night program...The. first .
year, 1,200 adnits-were enrolled and in
1812 there were 1,600 night pupils:®®5:"
‘A letter written to- Mrs. Stewart in
1914 by a Carroilion woman tells the
story: of Moonlight Schools in" perfect

In 1925, Mrs. 'Stewart_ was‘
; w_tha‘ °$5, 000" Pictorial “Review “p
tne- - greatest:contribution’by: an

until 1920, ‘to-expand the program to wearlng thebiz*sct;nday bsgt.dg =
i other counties. Soon Alabama and Mis- ‘on wooden benches:or stan
Mf spelling “eXcept " gicsippi took. up the- idea and by-1916 the wall of a primitive schoolroom
e b s = oo there  were Moonlight. Schools -im:. 18. ‘a coal-oil lamp;and heated:by
T wish to-thank you for t.he ‘Moon-— States. 'In- Kentucky, 40,000 men -and ;There: is:a picture of’ George.
light - Schools- I have been going six women learned to read and write- in ton: on' the-wall.. One ;woman:
§. nights and have learned to read. and 1914-15. - i ». :baby:: Several of the group *hol
- write. I am-forty three years- old- and -~ Mrs.-Stewart, the: founder-of all this, OF sheets:of paper,.as if to-p
- have writtewmy first letter to my moth- - was born at Farmers, Ky., in 1875. Atter they can read- A man with a longf
. er, the nextto-you. I have learned many attending Morehead Normal School and ing beard holds two ears of:
* things I never-thought I would know ... ' the University of Kentucky, she became |~ This “photograp
« Yours, Amanda McXinney.” - a teacher in Rowan County. In 1901 at Stewa.rts monumem‘.
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