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Q. Hich a. cl Dalm s 
A.. - Michae l Cooke 

Q. Date of birth'! 

A. 1/14/48 

Q. 1I11e1'e II'cre you born? 

A. In Grays on. 

Q. 11011' 1a1'[:e of a f amily do you come from? 

A. I have one brother and one sister . 

Q. What was your f ather' 5 occupation? 

A. !-Ie t 5 a florist and he ' 5 a fal'm e r too. 

Q. Are you married? 

A. Yes. 

"Q. Do you have any children? 

A. Two 

Q. You are employed with \·:hom? 

A. Carter County Board of Education. 

Q. You ' re a teacher? 

A. Yes , 

Q. What do you teach? 

.. 

A. Reading right now. Social Studies is my field. 

Q. Did you go to high schoOl in Grayson? 

A. Yes, I graduated in 1966. 

17 M I I 

Q. 1966, that was about the time the American troop build-up began in Vietnam . Were 
you aware of that while you were in high school. 

A. Not really. 
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A. Not l'eallr. 

Q. What did you do right after you Lot out of high school? 

A. I \~cnt to school at Morehead for 2 years -- up to fa ll of '68, then I ell'epped 
out of school and went to work at a Steel Mill. 

Q. Nhat did YOli major in at ~Iorchead? 

A, I \~as in pre-law . 

Q. You went 2 years and then dropped out and ",,'cn t to I",ork. I'lhy did you quit? 

A. Personal problems. 

Q. And you got a good job also? 

A. Well not that so much . 
bit so I dropped out of 
student pel'mit. 

Q. That was in • 68? 

I had a problem with a girl and it 
school to get my head straightened 

shook me 
up. And 

up a little 
1 l ost my 

A. Technically, I think I officially dropped out just before the end of the 
semester in ' 68. 

Q. Were you drafted or did you join? 

A. I was drafted . July of 1969 . 

Q. l"hat about the draft, do you think it Nas fair? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. Il'hy do you say that? 

A. Well i the -people who couldn I t afford to go to school , f or whatever r eason, 
were drafted and i n most cases it was people from low income families . 

Q. So you th ink maybe that pol itics had a l itt l e bi t to do with it ? 

A. In my opinion, yes. 

Q. I know we t alked to Tony Pope and he said the same thing. So you went in the 
Army of July 69. when did you go to Vietnam? 

A. December of '69 . 

Q. About 6 months then? 

A. Yes, basic, 3 days , AlT, 5 days, and Vietnam. 



Q. Where did yO:J take your Ali' .n? 

A. Fort Si ll. Ok l ahoma 

Q. Was that your mas? 

A. Yes 

Q. lIell" did you feel \\'hen you found out you were going? 

A. Well . I really didn ' t kno,,, until I got out of AIT and during the Hhole process 
1 was offered OCs in bas ic and I didn I t t:tke it because if you oes you went 
straight to Victn:lrn Infantry. In AIT if you went to OCS you '''en! fOl'l~aTd 

observer straight to Vietnam. So I sl-.'eated it out until the last ''Ieck of 
AIT and we had orders for Germany and three days before lie were supposed to 
le~l.Ve they cut me orders for Vietnam. 

Q. What a shock . 

A. Not really. I guess in t he bad~ of your mind you knew you were going all the 
t ime. 

Q. Did you go on l eave before they sent you over? 

A. I had, I th ink a five or six dny l eave. 

Q. I s that a ll ? 

A. Yes . A l ot of peop l e were going (A\~OL). I don't th i nk they were t aking too 
many chances. 

Q. Where did you come in country at in Vietnam. 

A. Ben Hoa. 

Q. How did you feel when you got off the plane? 

A. Feel, , ... ha t. do. you mean. 
The whole country s tinks 

You s t ep off the pl ane and everything smell s like shit . 
like shi t. It gr abs you . 

Q. You got off at Ben Hoa , what did you do then, where did they send you? 

A. We had two days th ere and I got s hipped out to Chu Lai . 

Q. Was that a r ep l acemc·nt company there? 

A. I guess. \~ e went to Chu Lai J then we had a training J then they shipped us up 
to the boonies . 

Q. You didn't go over with a unit then? You got over there, you were seperated 
and pulled out as a replacement then? 

A. r-fore or l es s. 



q. 
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That's or.e of ':.10 h:'; ";:'l:':'C:'J,.':s ~: ::1'~ '"lV •. ~ :'j';~.:: :I.:-e .:1:' ' ... :::: : ::.2t. ~~:~:-.! 

units \'lCT~il rt sent over and kep t to~e':.her lik~ ;:he;; \\'c!'e 1n \~o -rld \',ar I r . 
You werc just all ;:hrat.;n t oscthcr :.md t r.e r. pull c;i o:.;t ra..1domly. Do you t!li"k 
it would have made any difference. 

A. Moral e \','isc. probably it would have be-en worse ( ). That I 5 my O'..rT\ 

Q. 

personal feelin g I had tNO boys that went through basic at Fort Si ll with me 
and went through AIT with me . Then we Nere all sent over at the same time and 
although \.;e \'lercn't in the same company at each place, \~e Vicrc there and Ne 
sa\'! each other. \\'c all \.;cnt to Chu L;).i and then \-Ie separated into different 
batteries and didn't see each other really until we got r eady to come home. 
I saw one of them tl'lice and the other 3 times . 1 don't know t I don't think 
I would I'lunt to get real close. 

Really the enemy wasn ' t the Viet Cong or the Vietnamese. 
to make that year and get out. l'ihat was the average age 

You 11ere struggling 
of your group? 

A. Jfd say I was one of the older people, I think I was about 21, most of , them 
"Jere 18 or 19. 

Q. You -say you got about a week's training after you got over therc? 

A. It was just a basic ski Us thing, They used gas on you -- gas mask -- boobe)' 
traps that was about it. TIley just had you there for a week, I guess to 
say you went through some kind of training and o.1so to give them time to put 
your somcI'lhere, 

Q. But there was no indoctrination about the history of the country or why we 
\\'C1'e there? 

A. At some point in time I think there was some sort of film shown. 

Q. You didn't have any personal feelings about it then, why the United States 
was in a place like that? 

A. Wel l again , after a time I felt like I was a coward because I didn't go to 
Canada . That ' s how mixed up it l'ias. What I was doing here I didn't realize 
but I was putting in my time. going through an honorable discharge and I \,'3S 

going to try t~ stay alive and keep both my legs and that was about it. Now 
after I ' d gone over and been there for awhi l e it was a different story. 

Q. So you were in a place called Chu Lai and what outfit was that. 

A. Now , r went to l/lSth artillery, 198th light infantry brigade and we ..... ere 
on a fire base L2 Stinson. So we moved around quite a bit. That was my home 
fire base . We moved all the way around it quite a bit. 

Q. So you stayed in the field about al l the time? 

A. Yes, our fire base even there were no roads to it. One boy got woundec, so 
I got transferred, I guess I'd been in the country 8 or 9 months and I 50t 
transferred back to our headquarters which was still a part of the fire~ase. 
I was a battery clerk for six months. I extended so I could get out when 
I got back . 

-----.. _----. 
.' 

~--..... --.--....--.-. -.-­__ ........... ,..w •. _ 



Q. r ,IdS g0 1ng to ask ycu i f ~/~U 32':/ J. ny c::r-::: :::: . : 3.~3 _-= / ':) '; : ;d C :~!l: :- .'~ iJ 
almos t got overrun . I won' t ask you \>Illil.t a tY'Ji c.::l1 da y ~'l ol S b~cau :; e there 
\'/dsn't any thing typi .:a l cut ~';hilt ~JPe oper'at ians did you 111: do? 

fI, l!e "/ere rea lly support i ve . \'!e'd fly alit in the middl e of the fi eld on t op of 
the md. He 'd set up and shoot some su poort then it'd start get t i ng hot and 
we 'd pac k up and they 'd COllie in il nd pull us out . So other than the t i mes, 
well there \','ere a coupl e of ti mes when t hey tri ed to overrun us . the fire bases 
that \,Ie \'/ere on, t ha t \'/a s reall y the onl y ti me that \'Ie ,'/ere as far as 
seeing any ac tion. 

Q. Did they fly you out frequ ently? Did you go out in a supportive role fairly 
often? 

A. About once a month . 

Q. And hOl'1 l ong did you stay , usually? 

A. It depended. f1ight stay 2 weeks ???? might stay 4 days . It depended on "hat 
was going on . It was funny, \·/e were on a L 2. I don' t think I sa\'! a women 
the first four mont hs I I'/as in the country. There I'/ere no villages close by 
or anything. You could see thin~s miles off in the distance but nothing 
ri qht there cl os e. \'le had one area that \,Ie ",!ent to dO\'Jn at Trabong . there was 
a I S5 ba ttery dOl'1n there and they had a French headquarter s . They had bunkers 
in the hill, concreted that "lhole thing out and they had flu sh toilets, had 
refrigerators, it was reall y ni ce. And also in a hill ri ght there they had 
three whore houses. So when there ~/as a jump going down there everybody 
volunteered. 

Q. Did you have a sense of be"lilderment, rut there in the middle of nowhere and 2] 
years old? 

A. I don't think anybody knel</ \'Ihat was qo i ng on , It I'las funny, it.\",as really 
funny becau se \"e'd have less than 20 minutes every time \'Ie "'/ent on a jump. 
they 'd come up and say you 've got twenty mi nu tes to pull the ~un and get 
everything together and get down to the pad. Our gunnery sea rgeant didn't 
know where \'/e were gOing, our captai n didn't kno ... , where \ole were go ing until 
30 minu te~ before they took us. Supposedly the Ital ian commander was the onl y 
one 'that kne\·i. \·/herever we "'/ent, 5 times out of 6 , \'/henevery we sat dONn 
there'd be kids out there selling us cokes. 

Q. I think the ones that we 've talking to in the Infantry have said about the same 
things as far as your search and destroy, you go out and you take a village 
and after you take it , you leave it and they come right back in. 

Cooke Are you a veteran? \~here were you at? 

Downs 

Cooke 

Downs 

I was in Vietnam t oo . Our basecamp wa s in the Michelin rubbe r plantati on. Ted 
offensive and 

Route 681 

Cu Chi, Dai Tang, Tay Nink. 
Now, you ca 11 ita jump -- tha t I'laS where they came in on a he 1 i copter and took 
out to the field and left you? 
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A. Yes . They ' d take us out and set us up on Co :r.ount.:lin. field or ~!hereever. 
t..'e'd shoot supoort. Just about ever~' area · ..... as covered -- cros~roads, ar;:ill ,;: : .- . 
but there were certain places \.;hcre the mountains ~'ere so high, es!,ccially 
down in l'raubong vOlllcy that they couldn 't hit it and fire close su~port , so 
they'd bring a couple of small jumfls dO\m just to cover that area ___ and 
then fly liS back aut. 

Q. ~lat t ype of guns did you all fire? 

A. 105 mm. 

Q. \-lhat did you think about your wcaoons , , ... ere they fairly effective? 
because most of the people we talk to carry m-16's and we get a lot 
about m·.·16's. 

A. If you keep them clean there tJere . 

Q. Did you ever have any close calls when you were ou t ? 

A. Not r eally. 

I'm asking 
of s tories 

Q. They just weren't ever that close to you? I'm sure you got morta r ed back 
every once in a while didn't you? 

A. We got three direct hi ts on our guns one time. We had a few guys killed. 
]Jut other than that, It wasn ' t to a~"ful bad. because they were infantry 
with us . 

Q. How often? 

A. 

Q. Yes, but it dido' t happen very often though? 

A. Oh we got mortars all the time but thl?: onl y time we had direct fire was when 
they would try to overrun our fire base. 

Q. When they mOTtared you like that, would they just kind of fire a few shells 
and then leave? 

A. Well, we had a IIfriend1y village!' that was about, less than a cli ck away . It 
started off when I was in the countr y there was only one maybe two and 
then it inc reased to about 5 or 6 . And about once a mont~e'd take mortar 
fire . But we couldn't shoot at anything unless we had a clearance first . 

Q. There wa~ "no fire!! zone? 

A. Well, more or less , especially when there was a truce going on. We were on 
top of a mo untain and we saw nothing moving all day. Then they 'd have 
their Christmas truce or whatever and you'd see 50 or 100 peopl e out working 
their way towards the hill you know, all day l ong and that night you'd get the 
shit kicked out of you. But that hill they wouldn't l e t us shoot at it and 
we had a couple of geoQle on the gun till the sun came out then when we 
started taking mortar fire they just kind of unloaded on the village and 
just stopped . That was our biggest problem -- the silliness of it. We had a - -
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we were on Stimson and we got socked in eh!?? coul.~ n I t .7.~ t ..1:'1.:nhlng out tc. ... 5 

at all. The hellico?ter could:;. r t: COr:l~ i1". it was 30 ::'ad . ',,',: 'N'a:1,C ioc th=Ee 
~ .. eeks without a resupply . ~~e tve been used to hot food and all that. So • ... e're 
ea ting cigarettes, hadn't had clean cloches for three '~'eeks and l.,Ie all smel l ed 
like crap . Nud up to our rearcnds, mUG everY'Ilh ere .and no place to keep dry . 
So the first ship that comes in we get a new first seat'gcaut and t he first 
thing he does is he looks around and ol"ders a case of boot polish , W2' re 
going to get these boots polished! He left :r.ul the next day though . 
l; e got up the next morning and there tWS a (claymoore) looking him right 
in the rn.ce when he came out of his bunker. Hp. went back to headquarters 
in Bayonet . 

Q: You think he took the hint? 

A. 1 doni t know he said he could run it better from back there. 

Q. 1 meant to ask you what ar.ea you were i n, what corp was it , do you knon. 
What part of the country? 

A. It was just soutside of Chu Lai about 15 miles. 

Q. What kind of terrain \.,a$ i t ? 

A. Small mountains, Hontagna:rds. 

Q. Yes , not the thick .1ungle. 

A. Not so much. They ' d pretty well cleaned out the area there was n I t much 
left. You could see where maybe some stuff used to be but it wasn't there 
anymore. 

Q. I think I ' ve got an idea where you \.,ere becouse one time, I don 't remember 
which outfit it was either 198th or 199th, They had t o come a nd get us out 
Qf Cambodia. 

A. 1~e went in 1970. 

Q. This was-earl.i er, back in 1968. 

A. It was fall of '70 they went to Cambodia and we took 4 guns from our battery 
and were gone for 2 weeks. 

Downs Q. Well they didn't tell uS where we were but ,.,e fig ured it out when the Russian 
tanks started shooCinr, at us. They dropped us in the only bare spo t for 
miles and we like to never got out of there and they had to send in, I 
believe il was the 198th or 199th to g~t us out. We were in the r e fo r three days . 
I 'mean ,.,e didn't move a yard. Everybody talks about this strategy a nd how 
silly it was and useless -- what do you thi nk we could have done differently? 

A. Stayed out! It ' d be like a German Army coming in to Kentucky, they might fight 
back, . at nigh t . Then by day the same ones shining their shoes, 
bringing them food or what ever ,,,ould be the s ame ones trying to kill them at 
night. There ' s no black and Hhite to it, who is the enemy? 



Q. It waz r eal frustrllting not t o knm,j' .. ;he it '..:as , "Ih~ vou t ... ere ':i2:hting like. 
you s.3 id the peorle corning into your en!"!? during the day anj • .... orki:1.~ duri:"l ; 
the day are the same on~s who are out there a t nigh t crying to kill you. 

A. ,·nlcn I was there. _ .. th:lnk, I was n ' t afraid they'd kill me I really wasn ' t. 
I'm a Christian and t really fe lt l ike I wasn 't going to be killed bu t I 
\o,'as scared to death I was going to be manGled and I was probably in the 
country six months before I got over thOot and then after I extended my 
las t four or five months was just the same , counting the da:/s dmvn and al l 
that . But i t wasn't gett ing killed it was just getting yOU1" leg blown off 
ot' an arm blown off on a boobey trap. l ',aybe on one of oll r rounds one of the 
guys who didn't care if the sun came up or no t didn't tighten t he end of it 
and jus t , ... eot in the ground ami the next day go over it and it was a boobey 
t rap. 

Q. You're talking about the ?? 

A. 105 nun. 

Q. Really you ' re on an analogy there about tn~ German Army coming into Kentuc ky. 
It was r eally a disadvantage not knowing the terrain. 

A. I t hink at the time that I was over there every square inch of Vietnam had 
been mapped out, had been put in grids, had been covered with artillery and 
infantry in the areas that they could be and I don't think you could cover 
it any better than it was covered. You could go to an area , s,"'eep it clean 
come back the next week a nd there were ten guys hurt on the booby traps. It ' s 
ridiculous and the thing was we ' d take a 25 battery and throw it away because 
it was dead and they 'd dig it out of the hole with the shit and everything 
and use it , and they would get you , ... ith your m ... n stuff. 

Q. Were you in very much contact with the Vie tnamese people? 

A. A couple of times. 

Q. Did you form any opinions about them? 

A. I don 't know . At the time possibly I hated all Vietnamese. Like down at 
Trabong, you'd go down aod see all the kids scratching around in the junk 
trying to get something out and you'd feel sorry for them because somebody 
would be out there shoot ing them in the eye with a BB gun or whatever and 
you'd try to s top that . But the next week you'd see the C-rats or whatever 
that you gave, their mama would have them down town selling them or out 
where you ' re l a nding tryi ng to sell the same stuff right back to you . So I 
don't know, its mixed feelings. 

Q. Do you think that just your average peasant really cared one way or another ? 

A. No. 

Q. They were just trying to get a l ong as best they could . 

(y 
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A. I know if I was in chat situo.tio:., ',;noe"ler n.appened co be there. with all the 
&uns and whatever one was bossing, I ' e. try t o 5:ay ou': of thei: r,.:3.Y . 

Q. Just try to se t along as best you can and if the opportunity cornes along to 
make (l dollar you make it. Do you think it was really, for us, a no win sit­
uation" Do you think it was a mistake for us to get involved in the first 
place? 

A. Well, it depends on how you look at it. It was a no win situation if you 're 
talking about going into that particular war and planning to win the war I think 
it was a mistake , but it was a way to ge t rid of old equipment , it \~as a way 
to test new equipment.. I zuess we made a stand age.iost communism if you \.Jant 
to say that, not that t believe the people who were fighting really understood 
all that. 

Q. I want to ask you about your officers, how ~olo uld you evaluate them, do you 
think they were competent? 

A. I believe some of the NCO ' s were competent, but not the officers. 

Q. Were they fairly young officers? 

A. We had a lot of turnover, we lost a lot of first lieutenants and second 
lieu tenants . But the captain of our battery used to be the cook . Are you 
talk:tng about army or ?? 

Q. No, you immediate officers. 

A. Regular Am.i, your senior NCO's were confident. Regular army a lot of my 
immediate supervisors or officers were incompetent because a l o t of them 
never Hould h~1VC mad e that rank if it hadn ' t been for the w.;\r. He had peopl e 
who wer e in their 40 ' s that were captai ns and at the age th ey s hould have 
been majors or higher anyway and a lot of them were stuck 1n places where 
they shouldn't have been . The younger officers, I think maybe we trusted 
them but a lot of them were incompe tent. 

Q. I'm speaking of somebody who's had an artillary round or two fall practically 
right on-top. of them. I'There you have "a guy called in that didn 't know what 
to do. You hear an awful lot about the drug problems over there, did you. 

A. I was in a situation where r didn't drink that much and I didn't use drugs 
at all, period. I never smoked marijuana. I guess I was kinda of innocent. 
Well I ,"as a go-be tween. I kind of kept the r e3u1ar army people that drank 
and all the people that used drugs -- I kept them off of each other . I \{as 
in a situa.tion where I could a t the last 5 or 6 months I was there I was NCO 
in charge of our battery in the absence of an officer, I was just a SPEC 5. 
I was in a situation where I could work with both sides and I didn 't get 
involved one way or another . If anything I would be considered one of the 
alcoholics in there! 

Q. Was there that much drug use? 
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A. 'There '..'ere ZCi:'.a ~ c,'?l.:! r: .... s: ;;::'J:~ : ~ ==:.:::.: J.":"':':':::e .: :;: 1=:"=; . ':;u ::. : -: : r. r ': 

believE! that they ~ .. erc b . <l In.3joriry .:lot all . I knot .. the re ~ ... e !'e maybe 6 or 
7 tha t got on smack ::-eally bad , to t he 90int t:u~. t t hey cQuldn't fun.-:ci c n. 
But the other people -- in OUl' si tuation we were l1r:tited to onc beer a cia;' 
co there wasn I t anything going on , t.le we re on th e. alert. l.Je uere out in 
the middle of nOHhcre and didn ' t have access t o anything. As far as the 
dope and stuff , I g uess peopl e h<ld access to it, bu t we were confined to 
such an ilrca that evcq·:one would know about it . 

Q. I think tha t G the general opinion that it wasn 't 
in the forward areas as it was back in t he rear . 
of it. 

that bad out in the field, 
Reall y borcdcm caused most 

A. Now, I sat" a lot of drug a buse after I gO t back to the states . People that 
were in Vietnam . Bu t . none of the pearle I was with, again, one or t ,,,o --

Q. 

A. 

' Q. 

A. 

Q. 

what ... muld happen is \~h@.n a pe r son wo uld ge t in tha t shape they ' d tran sfer 
them back to l oading ammo or some thing. They usually go t over it . They ' d 
have a \o.'hole sec tion of them together and have Qn understanding seargant a ll 
he had t o do was ge t his ammo out and if they could do that he ' d pretty well 
l e t them go a l o t. Then ,,,hen they got back if they didn't ETS they go t busted . 
They usually got busted anyway and ho ld you over fo r a day just to watch you 

Any blacks in your unit? 

Yes. 

Several . 

Yes . 

Wha t abou t any r acial pr ob l ems? 

A. Well it was there . ~Ie had a l ot of boys f rom \.J'est Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky 
llnd a ·lot of them '''ere r ough. I g uess like myself a hillbilly and they hadn't 
b een around blacks that much and they d idn 't t olerate them t oo much. Then , 
there were blacks who were from the city a nd they were kind of chicken. But out 
on the fire bases and out in the fields we didn ' t have any pr oblems. It was 
j us t l ike when we went back to Chu Lai then they'd form their own groups and 
Borne of the boys , white boys, would form their own grou!l s , 

Q. Evc r ybody ' s said about t he same thing tha t once back in the l a r ger base 
areas they would kind of pair off, but out in the field no trouble at a ll. 

A. I didn ' t have any troubles at all, I had two or three real good friends that 
were black , ~ .. hen I did go back to L2 Bayonet I kne~o/ a lot of people 
around and it made a lot of diffe r ence . I could go into an area wh~~e it 
was all blacks and one or two whites and I wouldn't have any problems be-
cause I had a couple of friend s But four or five of the other boys 
from Kentucky would come in and there ' d be a big fight. It could have been a 
l ot wor se I guess. 
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Q. Wert:! you a ... ·are cha.t the ser:t l:i': :,;: at r,cn:e ",.;a5 r ea::'y .5'.."i:chcd around, fno:.L" j'­
body was against the I.,ar? 

A. ! was completely cut off from communica t ion from the U. S. from the time t 
"lent to Vietnam from the timc I got out . There are a lot of things that 
I missed that I didn' t find out about unt:l.l 4 or 5 years later . I had no 
idea what to,'as going on. 

Q. You only knew what you read in the army times -- Stars and Stripes? 

A. He didn ' t get that, if we did it dido' t make ou r circulation. t.J'e were just 
about completely cut off, other than ""hat we got in letters. 

Q. . You said you extended for a period of time. 

A. Yes, I got out before Chr.istmas Dec . 16. 1969 and bec.ause Christmas was 
coming out of people were getting to go home just 11 months and 10 days. 

~I 

So I would have got homa the fir s t week of December . But I 'vent ahead find 
extended the minimum amount of time, 19 days, to ge t out early and it ended up 
I had 13 months and 7 or 14 days. 

Q; When you came back you went straight out of the Army. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you come back to Seattle? 

A. Yes, Lewis. 

Q. OK. So you're back 
you're headed horne. 
the states? 

in the country, you've been back a day or two and 
Did you hove any trouble readjusting to being back in 

A. Yes. I'd been home about 3 days and I went to Huntington and walked in a 
bar and three people wanted to start a fight with me because I had short hair. 

Q. Do you think there" should have been some kind of a transition period. Of 
course e'Uery]:wdy ~ .. as in such a hurry to get home, do you think it ,,",ould have 
beeh better if they ' d held them a week? 

A. Not in the army. I have , I don I t know how many friend s that dido' t extend 
came back t o the U. S. Regular Army and some of them were E 5's, E 6 ' s and all 
of them were busted to E 2 ' s or E3 ' s before they were out. 

But yes, as far as "adjusting , I'd have never, not that I ' m fully adjusted ! 
If I hadn ' t had that time that I cal'le back to school after I got out:, I got 
out in Feb. of 1971 and started school that summer. I was living over here 
and I was working in Ashland at Armaco, second shift 3-1 1, I ' d go to school. 
I had an 8:00 class and a 10 :00 clock class. I'd leave here at 12 or 12:15, 
drive to Ashland, work my shift, aod then come back here at one or 2 in the 
morning . I did that that summer. After that I got layed off and I continued 
gofn g to school. If it hadn ' t been for. that period of time going to school 
until December of 1973, I don ' t know where I ' d be . 
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Q. We ..... erc ta~king about the o.::'e ... t :ter:t. hew cid pe"' !lle CrF;!a::: you \"hcn you 
came back , you said they treated you di':ferent . 

A. Sure, like I was a baby killer or somethjng. The people: that you ~"erc close 
to, that you kne,v, when you left, you come back and they say lIyou 're" 
different, not the same person or they really don 't want t o be around you . 
It' s not like it used to be . 

Q. Hhcn you came back to Norehead , , .. hat l07as your mojor, did you go back to the 
same thing . 

A. Uell I t ... as going to go back into the Political Science field anq. I looked at 
the hours I had and realized that I had to t<).ke Dl". Huang f o r 6 more hours 
and he and I had had a run in a couple of yeara before and I decided that I 
would change my major because of that and I finished Political Science as a 
minor and took sociology 

Q. I knm ... I ' ve said this before, he ' s the one that put me in the' army. ~fuen you 
came back to 1I0rehead, how about on campus here , I knm .. you ' ve seen the filill 
probably of .'1.11 these protests on all the college campuses. Was there any 
of that going on here . 

A. After I I d been back a year, 1 learned that there had been some kind of a 
major protest here during the. time that I was over there. And I didn ' t knm .. 
anything' about it. But when I was here there wasn ' t. I learned that the 
ROTC build ing I think had been burned at UK and I learned that here they ' d 
had somc kind of major orotcst and thcy'd flown the ROTC in and had them up 
here at the fo otball stadilllll and that they I d completely closed Norehead, they 
weren't letting any information in or out . And I couldn' t believe that some­
thing like that would happen here in America. 

Q. You ' ve already ans\..-ered my next question, if you thought our involvement was 
a mistake. V1hy did we loose, if you think we lost? 

A. We lost ____ _ 

Q. Some people say we didn't loose the war we just quit . 

A. They sur ely weren 't Vietnam Veterans ! 
were in at that time, but they're not 

I don't know what part of Canada they 
Vietnam Veterans if they said that . 

Q. Did you join any Veterans organizations when you came back? 

A. 1 joined the VF\<l but I didn't participate. I was a card member I think for 
2 or ) years before I didn't join the legion simply 
because tt,ere wasn't any legions close to where I live. I still go t o the 
VF\<lt I ' m a lifetime member . just recently. I kn ow the people, I feel com­
fortable out there but I go out there about 3 times a year . It's just that I 
don 't r eally participate in clubs that much. I just go out every now and then. 
When it rains anJ my l egs hurt, I go out there! 

Q. You don ' t have any shrapnel in them do you? 
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A. I've eot shrapnel in both l egs . I got h i ~ on a ~ission, but I didn't get a 
purplc heart, I guess there Io. .. Jsn't enough blood . 

Q. There 1I'I!sn't any kind of Veterans or organizations here on Campl!s? 

A. There was, I was a charter member of the Stgma Ki Alpha. ~Thile I was galle 
they went National Delta Tau Delta. So when I got back I didn't even join 
that fraternity, I WLIS a loner, I didn ' t join anything, vets club or anything. 
There "'~s one her e , but I ~"as a loner . I lived by myself , I did everything 
by myself . If I took a notion to "'olk from class one day get in my car and 
go to Florida, I 'd do it. I wasn ' t f1 joiner. 

Q. Hhat do you think about the security of the National today, as far as the 
volunteer army is concerned. Do you think that we are fairly safe, if we 
had to depend on a volunteer army or do you think that we should reinstate 
the draft? 

A. I ' m a little older. and I ' ve changect quite a bit since I've started teaching. 
I think young people today -- there ' s a generatlon gap . I've been back from 
Vielnam 13 yeaT.s and theres a gencr£ltion aftel: Vietnam that's very patriotic 
and I feel like if we were involved in a wnr of some sort you ' d have several 
people that would volunteer. But as far as depending on the volunteer army, ,.e 
have now, everybody better have a gun in their closet and be ready because 
t .hey're going to be on our doorstep pretty quick! 

. Q. Well, do you think that most of the volunteer army today have volunteered for 
economic reasons? 

A. There was a time that I thought about going back into the service and I hated 
the army. I'd have to be totally dest itute be fore I ' d even consider it. 
Signing anything like that. It's like signing your life ai ... ay you don't own 
it. You're like a slave . 

Q. Do you see any parallel today in Lebanon and EI Salvador with Vietnam, getting 
into the same type situation? 

A. Well, were- in.a situation where I think if you had a draft now its going to 
escalate that situation. If you had a draft you'd see the type protest you 
had back in the 60's. I don ' t think, because of Vietnam that that tvill 
happen, because of Vietnam I don ' t think Congress or the President is going 
to l et it escalate , that is if there's news coverage and people know what's 
going on. 

Q. Do you think we have any business in Lebanon? 

A. Wll, do we have any business in all the places that we are right now? I don't 
know. I was very liberal a couple of years ago, may be I'm more conservative 
now, but I don't believe we should be in North Panama Canal. Yes , we have 
to be somet"here, now if were going to have fighting troops staying there I 
don't think we should have Silly no-fire zones or whatever. I think that 
they should be allowed to if they're fired upon to fire back. 
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Q. About l ike t he marines j ust setting the:e in the in:it.:lnc~ of the barr.::.d:s 
being 010· ... 0 up ... ·here the gua r ds u1dn '~ ever. ha ... ·,: tlol~ir 61,,;<:.S loaded, 1.: W~.i 

silly . 

A. \~c had several simiJar inc.idents . I almost los t a strip. I ~/as on guard one 
night and I opened up to/hat I thOtlgh t ..... as II fellow cr3v111:1g under the wil.'C 
with a sa tchel charge. But if there haJn t t been anyone there or a body hadn 't 
been found the next day, I 'd have been in serious trouble. It was very scary . 

Q. I knot ... in bunker guard it i s . 

A. Tha t I s the same thing in Lebanon, if the)' can I t shoo t back then they s houldn ' t 
be there. But, being an average American citizen now, r don I t rc;:ally know 
"7na t i s going o n over there. 

Q. That hring9 up th e point the so called invllsion of Grenada where Pres ident 
Reagan kept the news out. Wha t do you think about that, did he do the right 
thing? 

A. 1.fuy no . If you're going to operate in a vacuum , why are \ole fighting communism 
over there? 

Q. So as far as you ' re concerned the public should know, not only has the right , 
but should knot., everything th.:lt' s going on? 

A. Should know what ' s going on as long as it doesn ' t interfere with security . 
There's a limit, but to total l y restrict all the r eporters and all coverage, 
it makes you wonder. 

Q. That ' s one of the problems now. Anything tha t comes up they holler. na tional 
security, national security. everythinr; can't be in the interest of nationa l 
secruity. 

A. That's just about like body count . You have to have two arms to count as a 
body or. is each arm one body! 

Q. When did-yo~ get your degree from Morehead? 

A. I got my A. B. and I finished the requirements in December of 1973 so I 
didn't actually get it until May of 1974. I continued t o take courses at 
night on the CI bill and I just recently completed my masters. 

Q. Your Has ters in Education? 

A. Yes, I worked for the state for 7~ years and the particular branch T. was in 
r eorganized, I was in a field position in accounting and they moved these 
positions to Frankfort. So, I had an option of going to Frankfort and taking 
another job and transferring over there or trying to transfer or taking a 
layoff , so I tried to transfer to another position and found out that your 
good friends let you down and ended up taking a layoff. As a result I went 
bac'k to school and got a Masters in secondary education and was able to get a 
teaching pOSition, so we 've gone through a big change . 
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A. Yes, this is Illy first year . You knot: , just starting atl oVer .o:.g.::tin . 

Q. I kno\>,' whilt yo~ mean . One of the questions \-:c C!O ask is if people thought 
their college degree helped them in getting a job when t hey came back . 

A. Well, the position I had at state required a college degree .:md my degree 
was in political sciences and sociolo~y . So I was working in my field. 
government and it was a good job . ~ .. 'hen t came back and was able to pick up 
a teaching ceniCic;).tc, (1 \"3S working at a new position.) So yes , it h35 . 
I don I t know \o/h.:t t I I d be doing , I couldn ltd rD.W uncr.lploymen t and I don r t know 
what I could do right now, if I didn I t have both degrees . 

Q. Do you think you got d fairly good education here at Horehead . 

.r. Yes, I think so . I think you cound get as much as you want-=:d from !10rehead, 
it ' s just what you put into it . 

Q. I think that's true. 

A. If you're a poor old .:ountry boy you can't expect a whole lot. 

Q. One of the rea~ons for this project, some day Or. HanralJan would like to see 
come kind of memorial in the form of a plaque hung in the student center 
or a section set aside in the library for display of the Vietnam Vetera ns. 
For instance, maybe they could donote a souvenier set up a permanent section 
of the library. Would yo u like to see something like that . 

A. No, it over . Forget about it . 

Q. 

A. Let dead dogs lie. 

Q. I know one of the answers we got , he said he ' s like to see it but not if we 
had to ask for it. If the University would do it on their own , we shouldn ' t 
have to ask for it . 

A. Itls over, you don't get a wedding gift . Ten years af t e r the wedding . 
It ' s over, just history . 




