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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
In review, I think I liked 2020, although I’m not sure
exactly what the writers were thinking. There was a lot
of action in the first act, what with threats of a nuclear
launch and whispers of a nascent virus, so it really drew
you in. But then things got a bit confusing as attention
turned toward the “coronavirus” subplot and all the
characters were displaced. For a while there, the story
dragged on for some time and with no clear direction
(March, April, and May all felt aimless!), but it picked up
again toward the summer. The second act was full of
drama. Perhaps the writers got a little too ambitious
with the whole political satire bit – the masks, rioting,
police violence, virus hoaxes, conspiracy theories, you
remember, right? – because by the time the election
subplot was going, the story just felt laughable. The
characters were fleshed out rather well though, which
made for some interesting exchanges toward the end of
the second act. The third act, which saw all those
convergent narratives seemingly come together, didn’t
really resolve everything. Sure, the election subplot was
wrapped up, but it was a bit messy. I was more
interested to see how the writers would resolve the main
arc, the pandemic, but it looks like they’re holding out
for a sequel. Probably a blatant cash grab, but c’est la vie.
There isn’t much re-watch value to 2020,
unless, of course, you’re a masochist, but it was
unquestionably worth the experience to have seen it.
Still, it’s gotten pretty decent reviews from other critics,
who lauded it as “unprecedented” and “ambitious,”
among many of the other descriptors that critics and
creative writing majors can’t seem to get enough of. It’ll
probably even get a couple nominations. But time will
tell whether general audiences really liked 2020, or
whether they just appreciated the uncanny terror of it,
like the sinking feeling in your stomach when you arrive
at the top of a rollercoaster. Either way, we’ve probably

got more to look forward to from the writers of 2020,
because I’m already hearing rumors of an upcoming
2021.
Okay, if that was confusing or if it didn’t come
off as humorous as I’d hoped, be relieved – the bit is
over now. This is our last newsletter edition of 2020.
I’m sure everyone has been stressed with finals and the
university’s ungodly rush in getting us out of our dorms
and on the road, but the holidays and the tranquility
between them will soon be upon us. So don’t despair.
There’s no telling what the next year will bring us, or
how long it will be before we all see each other again, or
what “normal” will even mean by the time it’s all said
and done. I do know, however, that it’ll do you only a
negligible amount of good, if that, to worry yourself
about it. Rest assured that 2021 will be fraught with as
many surprises, disappointments, upheavals, and
respites as this year. Yet we can at least learn from
retrospect that the best thing to do is stay calm and see
it through. I hope that this edition provides you with
some calmness, or at least a laugh.
So please do enjoy the newsletter; we put it
together with you in mind.

Take it easy,
The Editor

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

I heard a bird sing in the dark of December. A magical thing. And sweet to
remember. We are nearer to Spring than we were in Sepember. I heard a bird
sing in the dark of December.
- Oliver Herford

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY WINTER BREAK!

Every moment was a precious thing, having in it the essence of finality.
-Daphne du Maurier

BIRTHDAYS

Chloe Spencer / 12-17-97

Ethan Garvin / 12-13-99

Erika Howard / 12-4-98
Make sure to wish your peers a happy birthday this December!

HONORS THANKSMAS
For the final time in 2020, we asked, and you answered—thank you! As you leave behind this compressed semester
and exhale, we hope these holiday themed poll results will get you in the winter break mood.

What is something you are thankful for as we
finish out this gloomy and stressful semester?
“my wonderful professors, friends, and family”
Hayley King—Sophomore, Spanish and Traditional
Music
“Christmas trees and Christmas lights”
Reese Helton—Junior, Biomedical Sciences
“my friends supporting me when I was having a hard
time (love you guys xoxo)”
Rachel Turner—Junior, Psychology

Logan Pennington—Junior, Space Systems
Engineering
“that we were able to remain on campus for (almost)
the entire semester”
Austin Spradlin—Senior, Veterinary Science
“Season 2 of the Mandalorian.”
Olyvia Neal- Sophomore, English and CVM major

“for friends and mentors who support me.”
Parker Poulos—Senior, Astrophysics
“my lovely friends”
Ashley Hunt—Freshman, Biomedical Sciences

“bean burritos”
Calista Dean—Junior, Chemistry
“fall weather”
Laura Von Mann—Junior, Elementary Education

What do you plan to do over our extended
winter break?

“canned cranberry sauce”
Gabe O’Hara—Senior, Biomedical Sciences

“write songs, practice Romanian and Italian, and listen
to lots of Spanish audiobooks”
Hayley King—Sophomore, Spanish and Traditional
Music

“the way light fractals through trees and for upcoming
family mealtimes.”
Jacob Tackett—Senior, English and Philosophy
“my roomie <3”
Jacklyn Stiltner—Junior, Biomedical Sciences
“coffee & cheese danishes”
Karina Gonzalez—Sophomore, Biomedical Sciences
and Spanish
“my cats Patches and Eevee”

“shadow my favorite dentists every day”
Reese Helton—Junior, Biomedical Sciences
“podcast, write, train my dog, help my cousin with 3rd
grad online school (she is very mean but very
hilarious)”
Rachel Turner—Junior, Psychology
“work on graduate school applications and set up
zoom get-togethers with my family”

Parker Poulos—Senior, Astrophysics

Jacob Tackett—Senior, English and Philosophy

“sleep in, read, journal, and take care of my plants”
Ashley Hunt—Freshman, Biomedical Sciences

“bake lots of cookies/brownies/cakes/anything else
you can bake”
Jacklyn Stiltner—Junior, Biomedical Sciences

“study for the GRE :,(”
Calista Dean—Junior, Chemistry
“tackle the large pile of books on my nightstand”
Laura Von Mann—Junior, Elementary Education
“hunt, work, build something, and hang out with
friends and family”
Gabe O’Hara—Senior, Biomedical Sciences
“get an exercise routine again and meditate on the
tops of mountains on the nature of Tao”

“self-care & cooking”
Karina Gonzalez—Sophomore, Biomedical Sciences
and Spanish
“hibernate”
Logan Pennington—Junior, Space Systems
Engineering
“work at a vet clinic”
Austin Spradlin—Senior, Veterinary Science

When is it acceptable to listen to Christmas music?

Honors Christmas Music Listening Habits

Ummm…always

12:01am November 1st

Let me get through Thanksgiving first

Maybe December 1st

Anytime in December

December 24-26th only

Never

If you could ask Santa for one thing this winter,
what would it be?
“an open-back banjo!”
Hayley King—Sophomore, Spanish and Traditional
Music

“for rona to go away”
Karina Gonzalez—Sophomore, Biomedical Sciences
and Spanish

“some new converse and the giant penguin
squishmallow”
Reese Helton—Junior, Biomedical Sciences

“a home gym”
Logan Pennington—Junior, Space Systems
Engineering

“a helmet so I can really improve my rollerblading
skillz
without worrying about a traumatic brain injury”
Rachel Turner—Junior, Psychology

“an acceptance letter from vet school”
Austin Spradlin—Senior, Veterinary Science

“matching sweaters for my cat Scooter and me!”
Parker Poulos—Senior, Astrophysics
“a white Christmas”
Ashley Hunt—Freshman, Biomedical Sciences
“a pet frog”
Calista Dean—Junior, Chemistry
“snow on Christmas”
Laura Von Mann—Junior, Elementary Education
“a plane ticket”
Gabe O’Hara—Senior, Biomedical Sciences
“a fox plushy”
Jacob Tackett—Senior, English and Philosophy
“the kind of snow that makes a good snowman”
Jacklyn Stiltner—Junior, Biomedical Sciences

“a vintage typewriter”
Olyvia Neal Sophomore—English and CVM major

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Maiyuki Druen
Maiyuki Druen is a junior Veterinary Science major
from Shepherdsville, Ky. With a day like today, it’s
hard not to think about this year’s near completion.
Many of us, including Maiyuki, are more than ready
for the conclusion of this rather… unique… year.
“I realize this may sound terrible, but I am so happy
for this year to come to a close… There were some
great things that happened, and the semester hasn’t
gone terribly, but I still would like a nice reset. While I
have been so lost in terms of what day or month it is, I
also am looking forward to Thanksgiving, so getting
done with finals and then eating great food with family
feels like a pretty nice reward for actually making it.”
So what inspired her to pursue Veterinary Science?
Maiyuki has had a passion for animals and science
since she was young, but once she was able to gain
experience through working with veterinarians, she
knew this major was the right path. “I found that I
also just enjoy the work, because while there are some
parts of the major and the job that aren’t always great,
there is still a fulfilling aspect to learning and
understanding how animals work and helping them to
feel better.”

What are her plans for the future?
“My plans beyond MSU are to move near my family in
Japan and either work in a vet clinic there, or
potentially owning a farm, which I realize seems weird
considering farming doesn’t have all that much to do
with my major. I just find farming cool. But my main
goal is just to get to know my Japanese family better
and be more involved in the lives of that side of my
family. Whatever job that requires is what I am willing
to do.”
What is her favorite thing about Honors?
Maiyuki loves the community Honors has provided.
While friendship is an important element of
community, her favorite thing would be the support it
provides. “In Honors you enter this university plugged
into a group of support that so many lack. If you have
a problem with your schedule, classes, or major there
are so many people that you can ask for guidance.”
What is Maiyuki involved in?
Maiyuki enjoys being a part of the BCM on campus.
She focuses on working with international students
and helping with other studies and events they host.
This includes even helping to lead Bible studies.
What are her hobbies and interests?
Maiyuki has many talents and hobbies. “I partake in
arguably too many hobbies, but believe me, that does
not mean that I am good at any of these hobbies, that
encompass quite a variety of categories. I enjoy writing
both fiction and poetry, composing, arranging, and
playing music, I enjoy art and needlework (sewing,
cross-stitch, embroidery, etc.), and am really into
gardening. Basically, I enjoy anything that can keep me
even mildly engaged.” An interest we all share is of
course snacks. Her favorite would be anything having
to do with peanut butter!

Olyvia Neal

A THOUSAND WORDS

Venus by Abby Claire Hall from her Solar System collection

Neptune by Abby Claire Hall from her Solar System Collection

An Invitation to the Artistic
If you’re reading this and you’ve got a photo, a painting, a collage, or anything of the
sort that you’re proud of, then please do submit it. We’d love to dedicate this section to
the appreciation of your work.
The Editor

AHSA EXECUTIVE SPOTLIGHT

Austin Spradlin
Austin is a senior Veterinary Science major.

us all to be adaptive, and the Finance Committee has

He is currently serving as Chairman of Finance within

been no different. He says that the Finance Committee

the Academic Honors Student Association. He chose

has to find new ways to raise funds, but they are doing

his major because he knew when he came to MSU that

the best they can to provide resources that we can all

he wanted to go to veterinary school. Since MSU has a

enjoy as Honors students.

specific major for those wanting to go to vet school,
he chose Veterinary Science. The major has offered
him a great mix of biology/chemistry and agriculture
classes and has given him the opportunity to pursue
his goal to go to vet school. If he is accepted and
graduate from vet school, Austin plans to practice
mixed animal medicine in eastern Kentucky.
His favorite thing about Honors is the
friendships that he has been able to make. A fun fact
about Austin is that he got married this spring and had
a drive-in wedding (for COVID reasons).
As Chairman of Finance, Austin hopes to
provide funds for all the things we can enjoy as
members of AHSA. Since almost all events require
some amount of funding, he is able to work frequently
with the rest of the AHSA Executive Board to make
plans for Honors students. This semester has required

Belinda Candra

LOCAL LITERATURE
The Little Cloud and Me
A perfect wisp of feathery cloud
Glows bright against the sky,
Which pierces blue between the
leaves
Of trees that reach so high.
I watch the wisp of pearly white
Glide smoothly ‘cross the blue,
Then reach up for another
branch
To get a better view.
The tiny cloud soon disappears
Behind a maple tree,
And where it ventures after that
I sadly cannot see.
My mind is left to dream about
Where it may travel now.
I reach my hand up once again
For yet a higher bough.
Perhaps it’s floating to the sea
To watch the ocean tide;
Or maybe being swept along
Upon a jetstream ride.
I perch between the soft green
leaves
And listen to the breeze,
The wind that carries little clouds
Behind tall maple trees.

Perhaps the cloud has soared
beyond
Into some distant land,
Where another dreamer just like
me
Will see and understand
That this is quite a special cloud,
That travels through the sky
And shines so brightly in the sun
That after it’s gone by
One cannot help but miss the
cloud
And its soft pearly hue,
So small and white against the
sky
Of such a brilliant blue.
I look beneath me at the grass
So very far below,
And picture little treetops over
Which a cloud might float.
I picture me, myself, a cloud.
Where would I venture now?
Surely little clouds don’t perch
Upon a poplar bough.

Perhaps I’d find the valley,
As I floated on the wind,
That once it has been found and
left
Cannot be found again.
Perhaps I’d see a sailing ship
Upon an ocean blue,
Or hear the screeching of an
eagle,
Black and white in hue.
Or perhaps I’d see a poplar tree
That grows up straight and tall;
A child sitting on a limb,
Careful not to fall.
The child would smile and watch
me float
Away upon the wind
Until I disappeared beyond
The trees in the horizon.
Now, sitting on the sturdy
branch
Of my friendly poplar tree,
I smile and know deep in my
heart
The cloud remembers me.
Hayley King

An Invitation to the Literate
While the primary purpose of this newsletter is to inform our readers of the many goings on
in the program and on campus, that does not have to be its only purpose. So, this page is for
those of you who are inclined to the legible arts. Fiction or non, preferably in English. If
you’ve read or ever plan to read anything at all, here’s something for you.
The Editor

FRESHMAN FEATURE
This semester of social distance and rather virtual socializing has left little opportunity to mingle and meet our new
fellow freshman, but fret not. Each month we plan to feature a few members of our class of ’24! We know each of
these budding individuals have their own interesting story, personality, and contribution towards our growing
program and cannot wait to learn more about them. Perhaps this will even offer you a fitting ice breaker for when we
get the opportunity to properly intersperse and introduce ourselves. After all, what item would you take with you on a
deserted island? Let’s find out what Jacob, Liberty, and Ashley said…

Name: Jacob Vogelpohl
Major: Computer Science,
Electronics & Computer
Engineering Technology
Hometown: Independence,
KY
If you could only take one
thing with you on a desert
island what would it be and
why?

“I would bring a big book to
keep me entertained for a
while, but then after I finished
it, I would write in it like a
journal because I feel like that
would help prevent me from
going insane. Plus, I could use
some of the pages to help start
a fire.”

Name: Liberty Smallwood

Name: Ashley Hunt

Major: Biomedical Sciences

Major: Biomedical Sciences

Hometown: Mount Sterling, KY

Hometown: Flemingsburg, KY

If you could only take one
thing with you on a desert
island what would it be and
why?

If you could only take one
thing with you on a desert
island what would it be and
why?

“A friend because it would be
too lonely by myself”

“One of my plants because I
need some company ☺”

AN HONORABLE OPINION
Isn’t life absurd?
I realize the piece I wrote for our last issue, the
one about not believing in God, raised some rather
interesting questions that I’d yet to ponder. If most of
Western culture has been predicated on the assumption
of a God (which it almost certainly has), and all our
values about life were derived from that assumption,
then doesn’t that mean that for someone like me, a nonbeliever, life is inherently meaningless? Many others have
inadvertently confronted themselves with this question
and ones like it. I’m not sure there’s any one satisfactory
answer.
Soren Kierkegaard wrote that “life can only be
understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.” I
disagree with that first part. It seems to me that life only
has the appearance of intelligibility in retrospect – that
is, whatever structure it has is only what we’ve given to
it. It’s convenient to order things in a cause-and-effect
pattern because it makes experience palatable for us. If
the world weren’t governed by some organizing
principle, we’d have no recourse or agency.
But I’m increasingly convicted of the notion
that life is just absurd. My judgment of this experience so
far – and 2020 certainly has informed it – is that there’s
just no sense to be made of it at all. It wouldn’t matter
what direction we lived life in, we would be none the
wiser by the end of it. In fact, the absurdity of life is
almost laughable, in that way – and why shouldn’t it be?

After all, if I’m going to sit through this show, I may as
well enjoy it.
Which brings me to a more purposeful point.
We are all living life forward, and whether or not you
think you’ve got the hang of it, it would behoove you to
lighten up some. Kierkegaard sounded a bit dismal
about the prospect, as though he lamented not being
able to live with a greater degree of understanding. But
attempting to intuit or cognize this maelstrom of
experience is fruitless anyway, so one may as well have a
good laugh about it. Of course, don’t laugh too hard
about it, because you may very well laugh yourself out
of it. (A happy medium of laughing, then?)
Since, at least for me, life is inherently devoid of
structure and meaning, there is the glimmering idea that
I am somehow obligated to assign my own meaning to it.
I’m not sure what that entails just yet, but I will
inevitably romanticize the idea ad nauseam, mull it over
at length, discard it, despise ever having thought of it to
begin with, and when I’m finally sick of it, maybe a
workable answer will be unearthed. Who is to say? Life
is totally unpredictable.
But since it’s nearly Thanksgiving, and soon
after Christmas, it may do you well to go on about your
business as usual and not fret too much about things.
This is all just my opinion, anyway. Whatever you do,
though, make sure you’re able to laugh about it. Happy
Holidays.
The Editor

MATTER OF FACT

As you may or may not be aware, students in this program are usually pretty opinionated, even for college, probably
because they are so well-informed; so much so that when a few of our peers congregate, discussions are anything but
dull. I’d like to engage with that here, or at least provide some inspiration for such exchanges, and that means The
Unorthodox will include an opinion piece. So please, I implore you, learned reader, to send in your topical submissions
for publication (subject to our discretion).
The Editor

UNFUNNY FUNNY BITS
Abby Claire Hall

And that’s that.
Thanks,
The Team

MEET THE TEAM

Jeremy Copley

Victoria Nash

Olyvia Neal

Belinda Candra

Calista Dean

Abby Claire Hall

