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Author to appear on TV 
Dr. Jack Ellis will appear live on WKYT

TV's After Noon show on Thursday, Aug. 9 
at 12:30 p.m. He will discuss his recently 
released book "Morehead Memories: True 
Stories From Eastern Kentucky," published 
by the Jesse Stuart Foundation. 



:Letters From A-4 
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! First Baptist Church b'uilding, 
.and I could not have grownup 
:in a more pleasant and enjoy-
1able environment. 
i Let me add one other thing, 
l am so glad that Main Street 
lis to be put back as it was dur
)ng my boyhood days. It was 

uch a beautiful street with 
1>r-ivate homes and front steps 
where we boys could congre
! 

gate to solve the world's prob
lems . 

Thank you Morehead, for 
allowing the Kazees to be a 
part of your city for those glo
rious years. As Bob Hope used 
to sing, 'Thanks for the memo-
. " nes. 

Allan J. Kazee 
Henderson, Ky. 

, · Letters 

Article brings back 
fond memories 
The editor: 

I have two purposes for 
i writing this letter. The first 

concerns a statement in a 
recent letter that I submitted 
in reference to the Iraqi con-

.-.flict. 1n·- that letter I stated 
that I had served in both the 
Korean and Vietnam conflicts. 

I did serve from October 
1950 to September 1971 in the 
military, but I did not serve 
physically in South Korea. 
Shortly before my retirement I 
did serve a tour of duty in 
Vietnam, which I made refer
ence to in the earlier letter. It 
was not my intent to mis.lead 
anyone and if I did I apologize 
for doing so. 

The second purpose of this 
letter is to applaud Jack Ellis, 
a boyhood friend, for his article 
about "Pappy" Holbrook. I 
remember him well and also 
remember the Viking football 
team practice on the dirt field 
behind the old Morehead High 
building. 

When it came time. for me to 
play basketball at MHS, Coach 
Holbrook had moved to 
Catlettsburg High School, and 
our team played against his 
team. Of course we younger 
boys idolized Bobby "Cotton" 
and Harold, as they impressed 
us with their athletic abilities. 

For one who has not lived in 
his hometown for many years, 
Jack Ellis has brought back 
many wonderful memories in 
his book and newspaper 
columns, for one who spent his 
first 20 years of life in the old 
parsonage next door to old 

See LETTERS on A-5 
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Letters to the Editor 
Letters to the Editor are welcomed by The Morehead News. 
In accordance with editorial page policy, all letters must include 

the signature, address, and telephone number of the author. 
The Morehead News reserves the right to reject or edit any let

ter deemed slanderous, libelous or otherwise objectionable. Letters 
may be edited for length or clarity. 

Opinions expressed in letters are .those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the newspaper. Send letters to: 

. The editor, The Morehead News, 722 W. First Street, Morehead, 
KY, 40351. 

In appreciation 
of 'special gift' 
The editor: 

During this time of giving I 
would like to express my appre

. ciation for a special gift that was 
given to the readers of The 
Morehead News . A gift of memo
ries by Dr. Jack D. Ellis. His 
series of articles focused on the 
people and places that laid the 
foundation for the Morehead of 
today. 

My father, Snooks Crutcher, 
who published the Rowan Coun
ty News (later The Morehead 
News), was one of these people. 
Shortly before his death he told 
me that he wished he could live 
his life . over again, because he 
loved every minute of working 
.toward building better and 
stronger Morehead. He would 
have been very proud of the city 
today. 

Without the efforts of all the 
many people who gave of their 
t ime and talents, we might be 
without the hospital, the univer
sity or one of the finest recre
ational . areas to be found any
where. These are gifts that last 
beyond a lifetime. 

Patty Crutcher Skaggs 
Lexington 



Reminiscing 
about early 
Morehead 
The editor: 

While Morehead is my 
hometown, I spent my first 
night there in 50 years this 
past June, while attending the 
Morehead High School 
reunion. 

It Wl!S a wonderful time 
seeing old s::lassmates and 
fellow students, remembering 
the wonderful years of the 
past. 

I learned about the reunion 
shortly after subscribing to 
the Morehead News, and 
reading that Bobby Stamper 
was the contact person, I 
called him to ask about the 
drtails of the reunion. He also 
was the last person that I 
spoke to upon leaving the 
Perkins Center. 

We had been fellow 
students, teammates, and my 
very good friend . I remember 
borrowing his yellow sport 
coat to wear to the Junior
Senior Banquet of 1948 as our 
class was nearing graduation. 
I will always remember him as 
"Ole Lefty" because he was our 
only bona fide pitcher on our 
baseball team. I will miss him 
at the next reunion. 

Several of my boyhood 
fri ends , including John 
"Sonny" Allen, have passed on 
and it is very sad to see those 
of my generation departing 
this life. But we had some 
great times together, 
especially playing baslfotball 
i n Sonny's backyard and 

drinking Granny • Allen 's 
delicious lemonade. He was a 
great athlete and good friend. 

I just want to thank your 
paper for publishing Dr. Jack 
Ellis' articl es on Morehead 
history. It is so interesting to 
read of the happenings tha t , 
occurred during my first 20 
years of life in Morehe a d . 
Although the pictures do not 
reflect the scenes of today's 
Morehead, they certainly 
remind me of the Morehead I 
knew growing up there. , 

Jack was also my boyhood 
friend and I hope that he will 
keep up the good work. 

Lastly , I want to 
congratulate the 2000-01 
Viking basketball team for 
such a successful season and I 
know that the loss to Ashland 
was a heartbreaker as it was 
for our 1948 team when we 
lost to Olive Hill . But the 
time will pass and before you 
know it, it will be next season. 

Allan J . Kazee 
Henderson 
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Local best sellers Coffeetree Books :~t: ~~ . 
240 MOREHEAD PLAZA, MOREHEAD 

1 /n the Heart of the Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick (Penguin, $14). 
The epic tragedy of the whale ship Essex inspired Herman 
Melville's Moby Dick. 

2 Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver (HarperCollins, $6.99). 
. Kingsolver's first novel selected for the KET book club. 

3 Prayer of Jabez by Bruce H. Wilkinson (Mulnomah, $9.99). 
The spiritual study of the prayer of Jabez . as written in 
1 Chr nicle · 0. 

4 Morehead Memories by Jack Ellis (Jesse Stuart, $35). A col
lection of shared memories about the Morehead area. 

ell No One y o en (Delacourt, $22.95). A widower 
of eight years receives a computer message that only his wife 
could have sent. 

6 The Fel/owsh/p of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien (Ballantine, 
$6.99). The first book in the Fellowship of the Rings fantasy 
series. 

7 Suzanne's Diary for Nicholas by James Patterson (Little, 
Brown, $22.95). Through a journal, a woman finds out more 
about her disappeared lover. 

8 John Adams by David McCullough (Simon & Schuster, $35). 
The biography of President John Adams. 

9 What to Expect When You're Expecting by Arlene Eisenberg, 
Heidi Murkoff, Sandee Hathway (Workman, $12.95). Helpful 
guide for mothers- and fathers-to-be regarding pregnancy. 

10 Harry Pottet and the Sorcerer's Stone by J.K. Rowling 
(Levine/Scholastic, $35). Harry Potter's first year at witchcraft 
school. 
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History articles 'of Denver Brown'~ article last 
week on "Why?" 1n reference 

8 re Q reat to the loss of two of our most 
■ gifted and lovable young 

reading people. Few tragedies have 

The editor: , 
I wish to commend three 

develop:inents which have 
made this community a great 
place to live. 

First, few places are as 
richly blessed with someone 
like Dr. Jack Ellis, whose 
unique gifts and character 
enable him to devote endless 
hours and painstaking efforts 
to uncover and write local 
history. 

This talented individual 
who loves this region also has 
the type of Christian 
compassion which wisely 
colors his understanding, 
judgments, and 
interpretations, an important 
trait in any serious 
examination of local history. 

From the time that his 
articles began to appear, I 
encouraged him to deYselop 
them into a book, which' J 
understand, will be publishe 
soon. 

Second, The Morehead 
News .should be highly · 
comm.ended for its wisdom 
and encouragement to Dr. 
Ellis in devoting adequate 
space to his labor of love. The 
pages of local history provide 
different examples of the 
depth of community
mindedness long associated 
with this paper. 

· Third, I was so appreciative 

Visit us on the Web: 
www.moreheadnewsgroup.com 

gripped the entire 
community's emotions as 
much as this event 
experienced by two of our m ost 
distinguished and public
minded families. 

· When Carolyn and I moved 
here as newly-weds in 1957, 
we had already informally 
promised to return to a church 
in another state as their 
minister after obtaining my 
degree two years later. It was 
because of attitudes like those 
addressed in this letter that 
we redefined "two years" into 
44 years - and holding. 

With much anticipation, I 
look forward to additional 
articles from Dr. Ellis and, 
hopefully, to the appearance of 
his book in the near future. 

Dr. Don Flatt 
MSU Professor-Emeritus 
of History 
Lakeview Heights 



Reacfer 
expresses 
appreciation for 
local historian 

"T an You" to Dr. Jack Ellis -
your local historian. You're 
very fortunate to have him. 

Also much appreciation 
should be shown to the Rowan 
County Historical Society for 
such a kind and truly 
dedicated group of p e.'{)ple 

The editor: working extremely hard t o 
During this festive time of collect, compile and preserve 

year with the hustle and history for others to use and 
bustle along with holiday enjoy. 
cheer, we still sometimes fall Keep up the tremendous 
short in expressing our · work you are doing. It is truly 
appreciation to others. appreciated. 

I've been a very satisfied 
subscriber to The Morehead 
News for many years and I 
want Dr. Jack Ellis to know 
how appreciative I am for the 
numerous historical articles 
he has provided to local and 
neighboring counties as well 
as out-of-state subscribers 
through The Morehead Ne\YS, 

Morehead was my mother's 
hometown and it remains very 
dear to me as I travel to your 
town often. 

Without these history 
articles I would be unable to 
gain valuable knowledge of 
this down-to-earth, very 
friendly, growing town. 

I have collected every 
article that Dr. Jack Ellis has 
provided and now have a 
scrapbook compiled. Several 
times I found relatives' names 
mentioned or a picture of a 
relative in his publications of 
which I am most grateful. 

I hope people will take the 
time to truly realize what "a 
gift" Dr. Ellis js giving them 
on a "weekly basis." I hope he 
will continue to carry on this 
great wealth of information so 
others can collect, preserve 
and cherish. I say a big 

Mrs. Glenda R. Ruggles 
Aberdeen, Ohio 



Thanks tdi 
honoring veteran 

BBA in December 1972. For 
the next 18 years I worked 
for BellSouth Corp. (South
ern Bell), retiring as Staff 

The editor: . . Manager-Wes_t Florida Net-
I, would like to thank.Dr. · work Operations in 1991. 

Jack Ellis and The More- I served in one of the last 
head News for honoring my actions of WWII the 
Father (Earl Fraley)! His ' 
recent articles in the More- "Japanese Occupation" in 
head Memories section was 1949 and 1950. I served in 
a great tribute, not only to the Korean and Vietnam 
my Father, but to all the Wars. Upon retirement 

e brave soldiers who fought . from the military at age 39, 
for their country in World I registered at the Rowan 

r War It · County Clerk's Office the 
It is one thing to tell my three separation documents 

children that their grandfa- (DD Form 214s) that I re
ther -was a war hero, but it ceived during my military 
brings a special meaning to service. 
it when they-e-a-n..read about I am "doubly" proud my 
his 'war actions in a pub-

name is listed on the Monulished newspaper. Thank 
you Dr. Ellis for keeping-the ment for those having 
memories and sacrifices of 
our war heroes 'alive! 

Scott Fraley 
Utah 

Veteran proud 
of name on 
monument 
The editor: 

At age 7 4, I often find 
myself thinking of Christy 
Creek where I was bo_rn. 
Sworn in on my birthday at 
age 17, I spent the next 22 
years in the U.S. Army, re
tiring in 1970. I then re
turned to Morehead to at
tend MSU where I complet
ed the . requirements for a 

--<1- I) ~ Of 
served that rests on the Old 
Courthouse Lawn. (Pun in
tended) There are two en
tries on the monument. 
There is the name "Glennis 
C Dean, PFG · 1948-1952". 
Also another entry, "Glennis 
C Dean Lt Colonel, 1952-
°1970" 

And I'm both of them. A 
close examination of the 
first of the DD Form 214's 
will disclose that PFC Dean 
was separated from the 
service in order at accept a 
commission as an Officer. 

I must say that on the 
surface the board selecting 

1 the names had strong evi
dence to support their belief 
that there were two · sepa
rate persons. Who i_n the 

world .would believe a high 
school dropout from the 
hills and valleys of rural 

., Rowan County would, after 
over four years as a private, 
be jumped to the grade of 
Second Lieutenant and 
eventually retire in the 
grade of Lieutenant 
Colonel? 

As a matter worth not
ing, I would not change 
where I grew up for any
thing in the whole world. 
The Rowan County of the 
1930s and 1940s saw many 
bad times. However, the 
memory of love of my fami
ly, my neighbors, my friends 
and my wonderful animal 
pets make that tiny valley 
in Kentucky my own very 
special dreamland. 

PS: Don't correct the enc 
tries on the monument. I'm 
very proud of all my service. 

Lt. Col. Glennis C. Dean 
Pensacola, Fla . . 

Have a story • 
idea? Call the 
newsroom at 

784-4116 



.... 

Kay Daugherty 
4650? Millstone Landing Road 

Lexmgton Park, MD 20653 





Kay Daugherty 
4650? Millstone Landing Road 

Lexmgton Park, MD 20653 
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The 2004 Fore-the-Lord Golf 
Scramble was a great 

sucess! And we sincerely 
thank you for providing 

favors or prizes. 
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Gloria D. Nixon-John 
ANGUAGE ARTS co J Ph.D. 

AUTHOR NSULTANT 
& EDITOR 

Writing w k li or shops for· 
eachers and Stud . 

Libraries • Soci 
I 
G ents K-College 

a roups • Individuals 

4183 Locust Valley Ln 
Oxford , Ml 48370 . -~ (248) 969-2008 

Glonj@aol.com 
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117 Hook Road 
Farmington, New York 14425-7044 
October 14, 2002 

Jack D. Ellis 

I wish to order a copy of your book, MOREHEAD MEMORIES, and have it shipped to 
my address, 117 Hook Road Fannin o New York, 14425-7044. I Ji6e enclosed a 
check in the amount of $37.00, which covers the cost o the ok and the $2 S&H. 

I was visiting in Morehead during La Day when I happene to pick up a copy of THE 
MOREHEAD NEWS and read your int esting story, ''Mo ehead Memories". 

I graduated from Morehead State College in 953 . MY. randmother and my mother both 
attended Morehead Normal School. My mothe rad ted from Morehead State College 
in 1954. My daughter graduated from MSU in 1 ~ and was inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 1996. So I have strong ties with rehead State University and 
Morehead .. 

I also have family ties in Rowan County. My great gratidmother was Rhoda Ann 
Crosthwaite-daughter of Aaron; also a half sister to1'u-i\ier, William, John, Jacob, Kate, 
Mattie, Aaron. She married John M. Fanning. 

I know your book is going to be very interesting reading for me .. 

Yours truly, 
Betty F. Caulkins. 

o/ 
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Dear Jack, 

Your visits and wonderful 

prayers with me during my 

hospitalization are deeply and 

sincerely appreciated. 1 remember 

very little of those days, but 1 

remember you. 

Evidently, God has a purpose for 

accepting the prayers and allowing 

me to live longer. 

1 will be ever grateful. 

With love, 

Evelyn Banks 
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Dear Jack & Janis Ruth, 

There are no words to express my graditude for all you have done for 
Clayton and me. 

Jack, I appreciate what you said at the funeral. It was so meaningful to 
me, and I believe to Clayton as well. On Labor Day at Lake Lewman, God 
guided you to Clayton and me. We needed you and there you were. 

Jack, I have read, and naturally kept, your article in the September 9th 
edition of the Morehead News. It provided a bright spot and some humor at 
this darkest and saddest of times. Clayton would have gotten a real chuckle 
at this Morehead Memory . Daddy was unique and I grow to appreciate .him 
more each day. Your writings create an additional insight to "Snooks" for 
my children and grandsons. 

I treasure my friendship with you and Janis Ruth. 
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When I think of all 
the things you '.ve done, 

I simply can't 
just stop with one ... 

So thankyou 
again and again! 



PHOTOGRAPHY 
Portraits, Events, Photojournalism 

Bob Helvey 

502.396.3705 

bobhelvey@bellsouth.net 
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There is a list of folk I know, all written in a book, 
And every year at Christmas time I go and take a look; 
And that is when I realize that these names are a part, 
Not of the book they' re written in, but of my very heart . 

For each name stands for someone who has touched my life sometime, 
And in that meeting they've become "The Rhytlun of the Rhyme." 
I really feel I am composed of each remembered name, 
And while you may not be aware of feeling quite the same 
My life is so much better than it was before you came. 

For once you've known someone, the years you can't erase, 
The memory of a pleasant word or of a friendly face; 
So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine 
Of names upon a list - forgotten in between -
For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you 
It is because you 're on that list of folk I'm indebted to . 

And whether I've known you for many years or maybe just a few, 
In some way you have had a part in shaping things I do; 
So every year when Christmas comes, I just realize anew 
What a wonderful gift I have just knowing folk like you! 

-Author Unknown 
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JAMES E. BOGGESS 

July 26, 2000 

Dear Janis, 

Thank you so much for t h e art i cles about Uncle Roy 
and the Rowan County schools. As I read them images 
of Uncle Roy, Aunt Elsie, Aunt Myrtle, Mabel Alfrey 
and Eunice Cecil kept coming into my head. What 
fond memories came drifting back. As Jack gave the 
roster of teachers and principals it was a regular 
old home week since, although I was just a kid, I 
remember most of the quite well. With both Ella 
Mae and Mary both teaching I came in contact with 
a lot of the other teachers. I am particularly glad 
that Uncle Roy is finally receiving the recognition 
he so justly deserves. He accomplished a great deal 
with very little to work with. 

The enclosed recipes were selected at random from 
my card file and may or may not be of much use to 
you. I have made comments on several of them which 
you may find helpful. All of them are tried and 
true for me. I figured that you may have some of 
the family over from time to time and a couple of 
the r ecipes will b e particularly good for them. I 
couldn't lay my hands on the printed cards provided 
by Southern Living but when I find them I' 11 send 
them along. Please note that only one recipe falls 
into the expensive category, but it's a good one!!! 

Let me know when Jack's book comes out so I can get 
one. He writes so well and about things that 
interest me a great deal. Although it has been 54 
years since I left school in Morehead it is still 
very special to me. 
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1142 Robin Drive 
Starkville, MS 39759 
April25, 2006 
WOWEN@NCTV.Com 

Dear Brother Ellis, 

Thank you so much for being there for us in our time of need and for the words and poem you 
shared. 

We just got home yesterday afternoon and I have only had time to scan the Contents of your 
book. When I came to Chapter 4 I looked to see if my grandfather A. J. Davis (Eulah's dad) 
was listed. Sure enough he was on page 220. ~ then wondered if there was a possibility that he 
would be listed under County Court Clerk and there was an "O" J. Davis. His full name was 
Andrew Jerry, but he signed everything as "A" J. Davis and had held that position at one time, 
prior to going to medical school, ifl remember correctly. This information is hand- me-down 
because he passed away before I was born. 

I am looking forward to reading your book, especially the part about the flood .. At that time I 
was 7 years old and we lived in the house on top of the hill from where the school house at Pond 
Lick was washed away. I can remember my dad, H. Lee Reed and my grandad, Eli Fleming Reed, 
searching for a neighbor lady who was found lodged in a tree a few days later. 

Again, thank you very much. A check is enclosed for your book. 

Sincerely, 

Virginia Fay Reed Owen 
(daughter of Eulah Florene Davis Reed) 



George B. Stone 

1100 Hinkston Pike 

Mt Sterling, Kentucl;;,y 40353 
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July 27, 1998 

Dear Jack, 

Just a note to thank you for helping get the picture to the 

Armstroni family; It has worried me sence I found the picture 

back in the spring that I had not tried to locate them when I 

came home in 1946. 

I am sending the picture and two negatives. The picture and one 

of the negatives please give to the family, the other negative 

you may keep for your files or do with as you choose. 

Jack I so much enjoy your article in the paper. The article in 

June 26th paper on the Regal Store, Ray L}'.tle and Philley Howard 

brought back some memories. Mr. Howard lived across the road from 

us on Flemingsburg Road and we had one of the few phones, No.28 in 
-t.o 

that neighborhood. I used hgo over to call him to the phone. I 

thought a lot of Mr. Lytle, he :,was a fine man. 

Jack, if you and Janis Ruth are ever in Berea, please come by to 

see me. 
y .our 

Thanks again for ~help. 

a~ 
Alvin ,,'f . w?P .~ / £L 

-- --------
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Dear 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
14 Tangmere, 
Spennymoor 

We send our greetings to you for Christmas 2006. 
this year to be very busy. 

We have found 

In March - Margaret was reeei ved as a fully accredited Local 
Preacher. , She had great support from the Circuit and the local 
Churches Together Committee. It was a joyful and meaningful 
service. The family supported and Kate aged 4 sat with her grandma 
and never uttered a word. 

It was with sadness that the day after the service Sandra and 
Andrew learnt that they had lost the baby they were expecting. 
They recovered well and now Sandra is expecting again and the baby 
is due at the end of February. 

We went on a pre-retirement course from the 7-9 th March down to 
Selly Oak, Birmir=ig-ham At tha poi-l'lL in time re__t_irement seemed a 
long way off. Now it is barely 8 months away. We will begin 
looking for a house at the beginning of March. We have been in 
discussion with the Methodist Housing Association and will enter an 
equity agreement with them for the purchase of our retirement home. 

John had a Sabbatical this year during May, June and July. He 
decided to try his hand at woodcarving and so began his sabbatical 
by going to a woodcarving course at Miller's Dale in Derbyshire. 
He had to be well equipped for this venture so a bench, vice, 
various chi sels and wood carving knives had to be bought. The 
garage became the workshop and the car was relegated to the 
forecourt of the house. As part of the sabbatical we both enjoyed 
a holiday in Austria, staying in the mountains at a small village 
called Igles (pronounced Eagles) a few mile from Innsbruck. We 
were able to visit places where examples of woodcarving could be 
seen especially in the Cathedrals of Innsbruck, Salzburg and 
Munich. It was a wonderful fortnight and the weather was 
bri l liant. 

In September John prepared the service for the inauguration of the 
new West Durham Circuit (the coming together of three circuits) and 
the welcome service for the incoming Superintendent Minister and 
Deacon. 



l 
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John stepped down as Super of the Spennyrnoor & Ferryhill Circuit in 
order to allow the new minister to take up the appointment of 
Superintendent right from the start . However , the Super of the 
Thornley Circuit left to take up another post and John was asked to 
be Acting Super until August 07 . Margaret continues her work as 
Circuit secretary and Assistant to the Circuit Administrator . 

Kate started school in September full time. She will be five on 
the 2nd January . She has taken up ballet and tap dancing so we get 
demonstrations on our visits to see her . Andrew , Sandra and Kate 
are on the move . Their house has been sold and at present they are 
staying with Sandra's Mam and Dad until they can move into their 
new home in January. 

Margaret ' s Mam is st~ll managing to live in her flat she is now 88. 
She is getting frail and we need to visit at least once a week. 
She has good support from her cleaner and has dinners delivered 
each week so that she has no preparing of main meals to do . Andrew 
and Sandra do her weekly shopping. Margaret takes her washing each 
week . She will be coming to stay with us over Christmas and New 
Year . 

We now focus on the final month of the year in preparation for 
services and celebrations of our Saviour ' s birth. We feel that 
with all that has been going on in this year life has been very 
hectic. We are both looking forward to having sometime to relax 
after services on Christmas Day. 

We both wish you a Happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New 
Year . 

Yours in Christian Love, ._7o/4n,a-nd ~ 

l 

< 



Dr. Jack D. Ellis 

552 W. Sun Street 

Morehead, KY 40351 

Dear Dr. Ellis, 

June 15, 2010 

Thank you so much for your courtesy and wUHngness to send me a copy of 
your book KENTUCKY MEMORIES: REFLECTIONS OF ROWAN COUNTYF 1856 -
2006. I look forward to reading it and I expect to enjoy ft as much as I have your 
previous works. As you might be able to detect I am becoming quite a fan of your 
workf 

I so much enjoyed our telephone conversatton and hope that it might be 
possible to meet and more thoroughly talk about our mutual interests, Hbrarianship, 
history, Morehead and Eastern Kentucky, chaplaincy and, most importantly, 
grandchildren! I wilr let you know ahead of time when I am able to come to 
Morehead and, if possible, maybe we can set up a meeting. 

Thank you again for both your time and for the book. I am enctosing a check 
made out to you in the amount of$ 40.00 to cover both the cost of the work and 
postage. If ,for any reason, this is insufficient or there are any problems I am also 
enclosing my contact information at the close of this letter where you can reach 

me._ v-t--6y,r..\ f ~ 

'f'/ ~q 

Best wishes, 

11253 Maze Road 

Indianapotis1 IN 46259 

317-862-3403 

mtbt3403@att.net 

\ 
ipl ,,A<J 10 n vi/-



Dr. JackD. Ellis 
552 West Sun Street 
Morehead, KY 40351 

JV©rt"NCYE£1(!,E,<J<, 
48 CJl.~:N (J)(.RJ<VE 

£.Jl'l(PSI<JYEJP.Jl ~ 'l(<Y 41017 
(859)341-1316 

gmain8@fuse.net 

March 28, 2007 

RE: "Kentucky Memories: Reflections of Rowan County 1856-2006" 

Dear Dr. Ellis: 

My husband and I were given your name by dear friends of ours who live in Morehead, 
Barbara and Rocky Niemeyer. 

As my husband told you, he is doing research for a book that he is writing with a co- (,, 
author. He is particularly interested in any information available about a _ "Judge, · :-u.;l.., 
Graham" who presided at the 1986 murder trial of Todd Ice. Also of interest, would be 
pictures of the Courthouse in Morehead. Information regarding eating establishments 
that would have been present in 1986, would be helpful. If these particular items are not 
covered in you book, please give me an idea w~ere I can look. 

Enclosed with this correspondence, is my check for $3 5. 00 for a copy of the above 
mention book. 

I 
J 
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NOLAN FOWLER 
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Dear Jack, 
/Ylll-ySuUf / lf/05b ) 

You have been the subject of several conversations 1;.elY-, // 
so I thought I should write you a line to ask if your 
ears have been burning lately. 

I stopped to see your friend, Paul Brewer, a couple of days 
ago, to ask him to pray for Marvin. I told him a friend 
of mine, sent his warmest regards and he asked who and I 
told him Jack Ellis. He seemed surprised that I knew you 
and asked how you were and he said "Jack is a wonderful 
feller." He talked about you a little and said he would pray 
for Marvin. Since our church was in the process of having 
a revival, I invited him to attend. I told him who the 
man was that was preaching the revival and it turned out that 
Paul knew him, too. He wanted to know if the man was preach
ing and singing too. When I went to church that night, I 
told the man preaching the revival that Paul Brewer said he 
knew him. In the course of conversation, the man made the 
comment that he worked in Morehead, and I asked him if he 
happened to know you and he said "Why, I know Jack better 
than I know Paul Brewer.!" That man was Billy Lamkin. He 
really preached a good revival and we enjoyed his singing 
and his piano playing. He won one soul to Christ during the 
revival and he -and our regular minister, Bill Hardy, of 
Fleming County, baptized the man this afternoon. It is 
good to see someone give their life to Chr ist. And I think 
I am in good company with you, Paul Brewer and Billy Lamkin! 
I teased Brother Billy about looking like Vince Gill, the 
country music singer, and I told him he even sounded like 
Vince Gill when he sings. I enjoyed his preaching very much. 

The purpose of this letter, tho, is mainly to fill you in 
on Marvin, in case you don't know. I think I told you in 
my previous letter that the radiation oncologist was pretty 
optimistic about the scan he had. However, when Marvin went 
to the chemotherapist, he was not quite as optimistic. He 
wants him to take six more weeks of chemo. Both doctors 
agreed that the tumor had shrunk, however, which is one 
good thing. Marvin will go back to the chemotherapist on 
the 24th of October and I suppose then that they will decide 
when to start the chemo again. I know Marvin dreads it, tho, 
for he got so terribly sick before, but they are telling him 
that it may not make him as sick this time since he will not 
be taking radiation. So please continue to pray for him that 
another bout of chemo will get rid of the tumor, if it is 
God's will. 

They, Marvin and Jean, have never told us girls that we can 
come to visit. The last time anyone asked, Marvin said he 
would rather that we wait awhile. He needed to get his strength 
back and try to gain weight, after the first go-round of the 



cancer drugs. So we are just waiting until they tell us to 
come. None of us have heard from him for a bout 10 days 
now, but I'm sure we will after he goes to the doctor on 
Tuesday. So please remember him in your prayers. 

One night during our revival, there were five ministers pray
ing for him at one time. I pray that God hears all our 
prayers. 

Thank you so much for your comforting words. I guess it 
means so much to me to hear them from you, since I have 
known you for so long. 

May God bless you and Janice. 

In Christian love, 

Mary Helen 

------
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JUNE 22, 2000 

MR JACK ELLIS 
SUN STREET 
MOREHEAD KY 403 51 

MR ELLIS 

LET ME START WITH TE ING HOWIE OY READING YOUR ARTICLES IN THE 
MOREHEAD NEWS. LIVIN OUT OF TATE MY MOTHER AND I READ THE 
MOREHEAD NEWS TO KEEP UP ITH INGS IN KENTUCKY AND OVER THE YEARS 
I HA VE ENJOYED MANY OF YO ARTICLES. IN A RECENT ARTICLE ON THE 
MOREHEAD HIGH SCHOOL YOU A PHOTO OF THE MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT. ONE OF THE HL.,JY.LUERS OF THIS GROUP WAS MY PATERNAL 
GRANDMOTHER, MARTHA ST EY ARK. I NEVER KNEW SHEW AS A MEMBER 
OFTHESTUDENTGOVE T. MYG MOTHERNEVERREALLYSPOKETHAT 
MUCH ABOUT HER SCHOO DAYS. S OFTEN SPOKE OF NORMA POWERS BUT 
THAT WAS ABOUT IT SO I VERY INT STED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT HER 
YOUTH. WOULD IT BE PO SIBLE TO OB A COPY OF THE PHOTO YOU RAN IN 
THE PAPER. I WOULD BE MORE THAN ILLING TO PAY TO HA VE THE PHOTO 
COPIED. PLEASE FEEL E TO CON ACT ME IN ALABAMA WITH THIS 
INFORMATION. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO MANY MORE ARTICLES FROM YOUR TREASURE CHEST. 

E C 
700 CASTLEWOOD DRIVE 
BESSEMER AL 35020 

--·------





Jul y 18, 2001 

Mr. Jack Ellis 
Morehead, Ky 

Dear Mr. Ellis 

I recentl y ~urchased y our book about Morehead but 
found no mention of me or my family . However one statement 
you made about the flood in 1939 stuck in my mind 

I was born in 1935 to Homer Gre gory and was raised by 
my grandmother, Eva Gregor y over on lower Lick F ork . I can 
vaguely remember being with my g randmother and my uncle Bill 
Gregory, as we walked up to the bridge to see the water , It 
was dangerously close to washing out the bridge and Uncle 
Bill cautioned me , then four years of a g e ; to sta y away from 
the edge of the banks , as there were large stones and trees 
washing by. 

When I was about six or seven my cousin Donald Bishou 
(Laverne Bishops · son), a nei ghbor bo y Tomm y Hall and my sel f 
were p ~ayin g in the creek bar , trying to catch minneows and 
crayfish. It was a real drv time and the water had all dried 
up with only a few small ponds o f water left . All of a 
sudden, we saw this huge snake . I believe it was g rey in 
color. It was as bi g around as our bodies and we could see 
no be g innin g so we didn ~t know how long it was , It was 
moving ver y s lowly up close to the bank . We thre w rocks on 
it and it just ke p t movin g. P e wer e so excited and ran to the 
house and got my g randmother and when we returned , we could not 
find it. We were familiar with connerheads water moscains 
blue racers, garter snakes , cow snakes and garter snakes and 
knew it was the bi gg est snakes in the world . ~y g randmother 
told us then that there had been a circus in town durin g the 
flood and it must have escaped from that , I had for g otten 
the incident until I saw y our rem a rk about you b el ieving they 
never found the snake from the cir c us. We never saw it again. 
It was located h a lf wa y between My g ran<lmother ' s p l ace and 
Ba :lard Forman 7 s house ' 

a V 

When I was born ~ they said I wei ghed between 10 or 12 lb s 
Dr Garred delivered me He si gned my birth certificate but 
where was no wei ght listed. I wonder if his wife is still 
living and has his old medical records . I mean old I am now 
66 years old. You didn t sayJ but as I was g rowin g up 1 I heard 
that Dr. Garred and his wife . his nurse had both got hooked on 
drugs and overdosed and daughter who was at University came 
h8me and found them both unconscious . Her mother s u rvived but 
her Dad did not. Is that the truth? 

My g rardmoth e r Eva Gre g or y , had a God g iven talent for 
he 1 p in g t o h ·= a 1 the s L: k . S he v a s ca 11 e d on f o r mi 1 e s around . 
She also assist e d Jenn y Form~11 , the midwi f e in ~elivering 
babies. I also hac an Aun t. Mand y Lambert Aho was a midwife . 
My g -randmoch e r used yel l ow root : bl a ck rooc gensin g . and 

peachtree pol u tices. My co us in Boo g e t.\rn s t r gnp- was 30 years 
old befo r e he ever we nt t o a doc t o r ~v g r a n dPo t her t ook 

care of us a l l . 



Page 2 

Barbara Owens Snell 

continued . 

My father has been in t he sawmill business since he 
was sevent een and later bou ght his own mill I think it 
was Jack Hollon or Perry that he began with , We bourht the 
Perr y house which was a t wo s t or y that has been washed o f f 
it ' s foundation . Daddv went on to take two partners Bob 
Wells and Clester Armstong and they had th ~ firs t band 
mill in this part of Ken u c k y . JC Wells another lumber 
man, was not he had the bus ine in ~orehead ! 

Also, I ma rried Billy Ry Owens whe and 
dropped out of school for aem ster. I nded up g radua t in g 
in 1954, as I went back to sch ol whil he was in service , 
He came out and started in the m·nis t r with Cecil Ison 
Bill Moore, Clifford Hutchinson. I t ed for the hi ghest 
honor in gr aduating wi th Billy Joe 1 11 

The clas s of 1954 also p ut called 
Bad Boy ' ' Pauline Ba rker Ra me y 
Hall wer e the other players. You have m·s se d me 
of thin gs , a s I was in the Beta C uh and 

' Pecks 
Ei ll v Joe 

the first ones out of six erce Course 
When I gra duated in May I started working a the old Courthouse 
as secretary in Child Welfare nd worked thee for seven 
years be fo re leaving. 

When I was about 12 or 13 yea rs of age the ~e was a 
fair held at the Morehead Grade School and I was in a 
Ma ypo le Dance and had a speci 1 dress the color of a~ua 
and danced around winding the Maypole . I underst a nd it is 
on film somewhere in the arch'ves. I wonder if it would 
be possible for y ou to find and if I could bu y a con y? 
I wou ld be e t ernally g ratefu ] . 

Th:1;Jing yo.u in a dv a nce 

~M~~ 
I am . 

Barbara Owens Snell (Gre g ory) 
Pos t Office Box 1118 
Middletown . Ohio 45042 

Ct 13J ~-',;;,;} - 7 SL9 f/ 
(!__,4J f ~11~e-r , 
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Jack Ellis 
550West Sun 
Morehead,KY 40351 

Dear Mr Ellis, 

Vi;-ginia Ki~kle 
1075 Woodland Drive 
Mt Zion, IL 62549 

Morris Lee Norfleet gave me your name as a historical resource for Morehead, Kentucky. 
My husband and I were in orehead and Somerset Kentucky areas recently doing family 
research and locating the gr :vesites of several family members. We met Morris while in 
Nancy, Kentucky near Somer et, and he suggested I contact you. 

My grandparents on my father's si e lived in e Morehead area in the late 1800s. My 
grandfather was John Edward Day, ~n of ohn Calvin and Eliza (Arnold) Day. My 
grandmother was Virginia Quesinbert)\ aughter of David Quesinberry. Both families lived 
and farmed in Carter County, near Elli · e, and several Day family members are buried at 
Elliottville. My grandparents marrie ill 98 and moved to Illinois about 1905. 

I am particularly interested in fin g out mo e about the Day family, since I know little 
about any of my Day ancestors. believe Joh Calvin Day was the son of Eli and Elizabeth 
(Goodan) Day and was born in ath County. e later located in Carte~' County around the 
Sugar Camp Branch of Tygart Creek. 

A story has been told that one of my grandfather's rothers was shot and killed on the 
courthouse steps after making a derisive comment ab ut someone in a feuding family who 
had just been fined. I believe my grandfather had a br ther Oliver, and there is a grave for 
an Oliver Day in the Elliottville Cemetery that shows that he died in 1895 at the age of 23. 
I wondered if this might have been the brother who was killed (if indeed this did happen). 

I would greatly appreciate any information you can give about the Day families in the area. 
I purchased the book, 'Days of Anger, Days of Tears' from Fred Brown while in 
Morehead, but so far haven't been able to make a connection with any of the Days in that 
book. You can contact me at my E-mail addresss: hvkickle@q-com.com if you have access 
to a computer. 
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Dear Jack, 

I would like for you to pray for my brother, Marvin Wilson. 
I know that you are acquainted with him. He had surgery 
two years ago for a tumor on his pancreas. After two years, 
the cancer has returned and the doctors do not give him any 
hope. But I know and you know that God performs miracles, 
and I am asking e~~ry e I know to pray for him. When I talked 
with him a couple of da sago, he was very "down." 

He has finished with the chemo and radiation now and he goes 
back Sept. 25th for a CT can and then goes to the doctor for 
the report on the 29th. 

Ple8,Se pray for him and pu im on your church prayer list 
and ask anyone you can top all love him dearly 
and we pray that he can st longer. But we 
do realize that this is pa 

I have tried to find out wher 
seems to know. You told me a 
you said the ·01ivet Church bu 
would love to hear you somet'me 

preach over here, but no one 
Breck reunion, and I think 

do not know where that is. I 

My brother is not up to ha ing a y company just yet. None of us 
have been ab l e to visit. ? He told us he would rather we wait. 
awhile, and we can understand thi . Just thought I would pass 
it along to you. I 

We appreciate your prayers 
yours. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Helen (Wilson) 
704 E. Second 
Ma sville, KY 

May God bless you and 

P.S. It was good to see you and Janice at the reunion. 





___.,.---........, _ .... -~.,,,.- "\ 
334 Sacajawea Peak D:r"ve 
Bozeman MT 59718 
e-mail dulin@imt.net ) 

July 14, 1999 

Jack Ellis 
550 W. Sun St 
Morehead KY 40351-1562 

Dear Jack, 

I've been meaning to write to 'OU for a long time t ell you how much I've enjoyed 
your series on the history of ~ rehead. I've sav.ed every one and always look 
forward to the next issue. How .ver, I do hop you are planning on doing a book so I 
<::an buy orie and throw away all is messy ewsprint! 

I was especially interested in your exp 1ence with the bookmobile that went around 
to the rural schools. I went to Ditn rifrom first through fifth grade. I have been 

lo find a picture of the Dit school house. I've checked with my first grade 
teacher, Margaret Jones, both li rari sand the Rowan County Board of Education 
Office. Do you know what h pene to Eunice Cecil's records? She may have had 
a picture. 

Keep up the good work . 

. Q_ .,. ~ - .. {7 ~~_],__. ' 

/',;; 



Dr . Jack EJ.lis 

4009 East 53 Street 
Tulsa , Oklahoma 71..v~ 3 5 
December 17 , 1998 

horehead Hi g h School S choL~rship fi'und 
150 Un iversity BJ. vd. 
l11orehead , KY 403 51-99El9 

First I want to express my appreci CJ.t i on for the f i n e 
a rt icles you hqve written for the Morehead pap2r. 

I left Rowan eounty i n :L 942 for the i\ rmy Air Corps, 
but have returned there almost every year due to rela
tives a!'l.d man y friends. l\l thoug h I ha ve been away 
many years I stiJl am interested in the count y h"story 
and your a rticles hr:nre been v e-/y enjoy~1ble and educational . 

See,ondly , I rece n tly noticet· hat a fj_ n e teacher and 
friend , Mary Al i ce Calvert J 1yne has passed away . I 
re memb~ r hary :U:ce ver! we 1 :f;,or~t ~.940 as a :~ro~~erfuJ. 
l a dy a;Jd a dedicated t e a ch ., • 0he attended my .rllgh 
Sc hool Reunion i n 1990 • . r Home Ee . class wa s next 
door to the FFA cl ass of ¼hich I was a member at BBS . 

Enclosed i s a c heck to the MHS Scholarship F~nd i n honor 
o f l'lsi.ry /\ lice Ca lvert . Her g r e~,t c ontribution to Howan 
County , KY vviJ l never be forgot ten . 

I am a lso e n closing some j nfor rnH tion ;::i_bout our church 
he r e i n Tulsa that mi ght be of i n tere st to you . My 
first Sunday School cl a ss was at Fairview het nodist 
Church a t Ault , ~y i n 1938 . I and my wi fe , Margare t , 
a re n ow a ctive n embe rs of' l'! ew daven United hethod i st 
Church in Tuls8 , OK . 

Ag9 in thank you so m ch for the g rea t articles ; I am 
looking for,·rn rd t o mc:: ny more i :1 the days to come . 

l•1e rry Christr~A.$ and Goci bless you & your f smily, 

_/4&~~-,- ~6-'~ 

~ n Porter 
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Mr. Ellis, 

Muncie, In. 
May, 29 2002 

I am from the Morehead area, I was raised in Clearfield, my father worked 
for LEE CLAY, until t ey closed. His name was Ora Caudill we lived in a house 
that was located where \t e post office is now located. I spent many a day as a boy in 
the 1940's and 1950's sitti g on the porch watching Cliff McCellan and the crew 
run the old steam engines a d hoping to be an engineer someday, but steam didn't 
last that long. 

I have enjoyed your a icles in the Morehead News, I have saved all of them. 
I Still care a lot about Rowan ounty, n though I haven't been there since dad 
died in 1994, I know it's progre b don't like to see what has happened to the 
area .I had planned to move bac hen I retired and decided not to, Morehead is no 
different than Muncie now. 

I enjoy all of the mem ries t at is about all we have when we get older, I have 
built some model houses a the old tore ,from my memories, I am inclosing a 
couple of photos of my m del's I built hey are rough, but so were those house's . 
You may keep the pict' e's If you wish. If not just send them back with the book 

I am sending ypu a check for the a ount of the book, If there is any 
questions about the oheck, You can talk to y Brother , Gene Caudill who works at 
MSU. or my nephey Steve Howard, he is a city policeman in Morehead, as a matter 
of fact my whole fa'mily lives in that area. 

You may not read this letter, or even see it, but I know I will enjoy the book 
as much as the copy of the book ,The Blue Goose, that my niece gave me a few years 
ago.They will be kept together. 

Thanks for listening 
Ovan R ,Caudill 
1809 W. 18th St. 
Muncie, IN. 47302 

E-Mail,srcaudill@cs.com 



Clark County Public Library 
370 South Burns Avenue Winchester KY 40391-1876 (859) 744-5661 

September 16, 2004 

Jack D. Ellis 
215 Knapp Avenue 
Morehead KY 40351 

Dear Mr. Ellis; 

It was a pleasure meeting you today. I have ays been a ucker for a good 

story. Yours is more than a little fascin . It is brim full of a lot of different 
I 

experiences. 

We are happy to order two (2) cop·es of Pat ·ots & Heroes: Eastern Kentuck 

Soldiers of WWII. As I mentione0 when you w re here, we pay our bills on a 
/ 

thirty (30)-day net basis. So if you will ship us th books and include an invoice, 

you will be paid within 30 days. Please address th package to my attention. 

' / 

Thanks so much for your v(sit. And keep up the great work! 

~· ~ 
T. Andi Gary, J'!dy") 

Reference and Local History 
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July 22, 2002 

Jack D. Ellis 
550 W. Sun Street 
Morehead, Ky 40351 

Dear Mr. Ellis, 

Enclosed please find check for your book, Morehead Memories. 
I enjoy your articles in the newspaper. 
I also found out when I spoke to Mrs. Ellis on Monday July 22, that your 
Mother had been one of my teachers at Little Brushy School. 

Thank you for all of your wonderful columns in the Morehead newspaper. 

K 'a -
Rene' Cassid~ 
24508 Stony Ridge Rd. 
Perrysburg, Ohio 43551 

419-837-2922 
CCass5 l l36@aol.com 

Enclosure/check 

(P. ~ i)tY 

' Jp1 ~ 



Dr. Jack D. Ellis 
550 West Sun 
Morehead, KY -40351 

Dear Dr. E llis, 

\ 

Virginia K.ickle 
1075 Woodland Drive 
Mt Zion, IL 62549 

April 16, 2001 

-
Thank you so much fo r your prompt reply to my inquiry about the D ay families in 
Morehead. I haven't quite fit my ancesto r, John Calvin Day with the D ays you mention, but 
it is possible he was a son of Thomas D ay. 

If any more info rmation comes to light about any of the D ays in that area, I would be 
interested in hearing about it. 

Thanks again, 

Virginia f<ickle 
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__., Earl C. Goins 
340 Deer Lick Branch Road 
Morehead, Kentucky 40351 / 

September 29, 2000 / 

-- -------

Dr. Jack Ellis 
550 West Sun Street 
Morehead, Kentucky 40351 

Dear Dr. Ellis: 

/ 

S.ince moving back to Morehead, I have read with great interest your Historical 
Articles in t~e Morehe~d News. You are • providing a gre~t service to the residents 
of Morehead and Rowan County. Morehead is fortunate to have a homecown author of 
your ability to ferret out the history and present in such an interesting fashion. 

I am seventy one years old and I have been collecting history of Kentucky and the 
history of various churches throughout Kentucky. My particular interest is the 
histories of the Baptist churches in the area. My consuming interest in history 
started at seven years old when I was presented with a history of the Travelling 
Church associated with Lewis Craig. I was fortunate to live in a town-Lexington, 
Kentucky where acquistion of historical facts abounded. I would visit in the 
homes of prominent families who had vast libraries. They always knew where to find 
me when I was missing. I could be found in the Library looking at the books. 

I have talked to you on several occassions by telephone about my interest in the 
history of the Alderson family in Morehead. My wife's great Uncle was Harvey 
Alderson was the First know pastor of the Slayt Point Baptist Church located on the 
Lower Licking Road. He was the son of Col. Warren Alderson who I believe was also a 
relative of yours. I an curring compiling a History of the Slaty Point Baptist 
Church and I am looking for any photographs or bits of history containing information 
about the Alderson Clan. 

In a history of the First Baptist Church by Hazel Whittaker relates to the Founding 
of the Church Which began as a mission effort by the First Baptist Church at Mount 
Sterling, Ky. The history does not make it clear whether the FBC was organized as a 
Church out of the Mt. Sterling First Baptist Church other than saying that a deacon 
of the First Baptist Church led the effort to found the church at Morehead. If you 
have any more hsitory that would clarify this I would greatly appreciate you shearing 
the information 

WE also talked about the baptist Church at Farmers. I definitely established that 
there was a Baptist Church formed in the Booming Days of Farmers but I have not 
been abled to tack dowm the date when this church was founded. However, I do not 
that the first Pastor of First Baptist Church lived at Farmers when he accepted the 
pastorate of the First Baptist Church at Morehead. Again I have not been able 
to establish whether He was Pastor of the Farmers Church. 

I am currently working on a history of the churches of Bracken Association and the 
biographies of the pastors of these churches. This is a monumental task due to the 
fact that Baptists were poor record keepers in the past. 

Sincerely, J., .-
G ll,/l, Q C . f;:l~;,a 

Earl C. Goins 



14 Jul y 1998 

Mr . Jaclc D. Ellie, 

Morehead, KY -- 40?51 

George M. Calvert 
1154 Oakdale Drive 
Smyrna, GA 30080 

In reference to yours of July 6 , 1998 , I want to a dmi re you for 
the newspaper research of the Morehead pape r s. My entire lif e t iue 
WcL:o copent in the printinq c~ nc) ;;ewsp2pc,r fiPld from Michi g c. n to 
Flcrid a . 

My t enu r e in Morehc2~ ~ · ~~ wi t~ the Rowan County ~e ~s 1925 -1 9?0. 
Fo r the n 2xt five ye a r □ I was emp loyed at the Uni ve r s ity of Kcn t u2~y 
stufent n ews?ape r, The Kentucky Ke r nel , Gr aduat i ng wi th A, E . <egr e c . 
Then I spent the next y ea r in Lex ington commerc i al pr i nting a nf on 
T~e L9z i ngt o n He r a ld. 

Re turning to Morch2 2C i il 19 36 with Wil l iam Sampl~ to revi ve G 

sc;~c~l}/ c~Jc_cuse of 'J11~c:: r1c_;r f:: 1~.c~ad Indep·e11(':e }>.t , }:::(, r r f u :c l)Olitica .. 1 
1~r1..~d~)'2 or1 t h.e pri11tec~ "_t;)a.~·c-: .. IJat e r rev·i ,red to e thical r) r CE, t igc: " 

In t h 2 year of 1937 my i nteres t was di s solve d anf d2part cf Mer e ~ ~?~ 
fo r t h 2 balance of my life a t the a ge of al~o s t 27 . 

T11.2 tale:nt ed lat e V·Iilli am 11 Snco~·~.~;.: Crut,,c1~e r dcsc r \/f!~~~ a. 1. i t-i·1::;. c r e-.~~ i t 
f er the p res e nt first class bi-weekl y 11hich t~e r 2s i de nt s of Mar2-

'' r, -~ ~ - · "'I_ I t ..:111.u,.._; ;-:. 

Since ::1 y dc:pa rt ure fr o m Mcr2'.1ead in l9?7 , 3, _l.l ccnn:.:: t(t:-i cns '.1 c,ic, 

~ ithered, but with many many hap p y memor i es. 

Wit~ all t he succes s you C2s0rve, _ 0 r a i 22 yo · 
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7/23/99 

Dr. Jack D. Ellis 
c/o The Morehead News 
Morehead, KY 403 51 

RE: Article "The Flood Part II" 

Dear Dr. Ellis: 

I was intrigued an deeply moved with the articles regarding the flood of 1939 . ..... ... until I read that 
portion which states that I am deceased. I am referring to the article published on Friday, July 9, 
1999, page A-9 "Four Sparkman children- drown parents survive". 

I am Faye (Sparkman) Anderson the youngest child of Mr. & Mrs. Ted Sparkman. I graduated from 
high school in Morehead and married Willie T. Anderson II (also of Morehead, KY). I lived in 
Morehead, KY until 1966 at which time my husband and I moved to Anderson, Indiana. 

I am curious as to the source of your information which indicated that Faye Sparkman died in 
childhood. As I am sure you can understand, I would like to contact your source of information and 
have their records corrected. Please advise. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Faye (Sparkman) Anderson 
214 Slack Dr 



PATS SOC/ATES 

5161 Stewart Road • Lexington. lfY 40516 • (606) 293-0031 

Jack Ellis 
550 W. Sun Street 
Morehead, KY 40351 

Jack, 

April 15, 1999 

I never did thank you properly for the way you portrayed my dad in your 
writings. 

However, I tried to thank you through a letter to the editor. I don't believe 
it ever ran. Therefore, the best way that I know to let you know how I feel is 
to send you a copy of my intentions. 

Thank you again. 



December, 1999 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

During this time of giving I would like to express my appreciation for a 
special gift that was given to the readers of The Morehead News. A gift of 
memories by Dr. Jack D. Ellis. His series of articles focused on the people 
and places that laid the foundation for the Morehead of today. 

My father, Snooks Crutcher, who published the Rowan County News 
(later the Morehead News), was one of these people. Shortly before his death 
he told me that he wished he could live his life over again, because he loved 
every minute of working toward building better and stronger Morehead. He 
would have been very proud the city today. 

Without the efforts of all the many people who gave of their time and 
talents, we might be without the hospital, the university or one of the finest 
recreational areas to be found anywhere. These are gifts that last beyond a 
lifetime. 

Patty Crutcher Skaggs 
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Michael & Lana Moore 
113 Golf Course Pkwy 
Davenport, Fla . 33837 

Sept. 19, 1998 

Dear Jack & Janice, 

Michael & I are currently gathering information about our family 
histories. Michael is the son of Ray & Jewell Ellis Moore: I am the 

- daughter of Raymond & Christeen Porter Boyd. Jewell can't recall the 
names correctly of the Ellis family line so knowing you are her nephew, 
we thought perhaps we should contact you for the info. We are looking 
for names,dates of births, marriages that could possible lead us 
elsewhere. 

" Currently all we have on the Ellis side is John was her 
grandfather,married Mary?. and Ballard might be grandfather or it 
could be an uncle, she's related to Braggs & some Hatfield. So you 
see where we stand. 

We appreciate you taking the time to help us out. Have been hearing 
about all the interesting articles you've written in the local paper. We 
just signed up for the paper again so maybe we'll get some links there. 
I'm also stumped with the Boyd family. But having fun with the 
research. 

Warm regards, 

~ £·~«_/ 
Michael & Lana 
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Mr Jack D. Ellis 
% The Morehead News 
722 West First Street 
Morehead, Ky. 40351 

Dear Mr. Ellis, 

I have been following your " Morehead Memories" stories and since my parents 
came from Rowan county I enjoy them very much. 

My name is Jack Elam. My father was John Ernest Elam, son of Marion Elam of 
Freestone. My mother was Rosa Cassity, daughter of John Jackson (Jack) Cassity 
of the Farmers area. My parents moved to New Castle, In. in 1914 and our family 
over the years have lost some of the family ties. 

In your October 1, 1999 column was a picture of Miss Nell Cassity who formed 
the Royal Dramatic Club in 1938. Also you listed her name in the writing as Nelle 
T. Cassity Collins. I believe that she is a second cousin of mine. If she is the right 
Nell Cassity, her father was James Cassity a younger brother of my grandfather. I 
would think that this Nell is probably deceased. Do you know if she had any 
children? If so where could I contact them? I assume that she married a Collins by 
reading your article and would it be possible that some of this Collins clan could be 
living in or around Morehead? 

I am enclosing a self addressed stamped envelope for your convenience and any 
clue you could give me would be greatly appreciated. 



June 12, 2001 

Dr. Jack Ellis 

434 SKAGGS ROAD 
FOREST HILLS 
MOREHEAD, KY 40351 

550 West Sun Street 
Morehead, KY 40351 

Dear Dr. Ellis (Jack): 

Congratulations on the publication of your book, MOREHEAD 
MEMORIES. The text affords the reader very interesting 
and pleasurable journeys into the past and the pictures 
are of very high quality. I imagine your book will be a 
blueprint and model for future writers at locations 
throughout the Country. 

The Jesse Stuart Foundation, as publisher, is to be 
commended as well for producing such an attractive book. 
I thought that Dr. Thomas Clark's introduction was very 
fitting and spotlights the great significance of your 
history. 

I personally have enjoyed reading your book. I have known 
many of the people featured in MOREHEAD MEMORIES but not 
fully aware of many of their accomplishments until reading 
your book. Some of the people featured, such as Ed Maggard, 
I have not had the pleasure of knowing. I did know his 
daughter, Hildreth, who was the last person to receive a 
diploma from the Morehead Normal School. For many years 
I was invited to attend and speak to those attending the 
Reunion on the First Sunday in June. At the close of their 
Reunion everyone would gather on the steps of the Student 
Center (before the building was remodeled) and have their 
picture taken. 

I fully appreciate all the work that has gone into MOREHEAD 
MEMORIES, your "labor of love." Again, congratulations for 
the publication of a significant history of Morehead and 
Eastern Kentucky. 

Sincerely, 

~-:1~/,r. autr~-
Harry C. Mayhew 
Member, Publicity Committee 
Rowan County Historical Society 



9-22-03 

Dr. Ellis. 

Thanks so much for the fine, comprehensive review of my book you did in 

your "Morehead Memories" column and thanks for sending me a copy of the 

article. I wouldn't be surprised if you didn't sell a few books for us. I really 

appreciate it. 

Thank you, too, for the autographed copy of Heroes and Patriots. In my 

humble opinion, you might just have outdone yourself on this one. As you 

know, I was quite impressed with the Morehead Memories book, but this one 

ever surpasses it. And what a beautiful book it is. Dr. Gifford and the folks at 

the JSF know what they're doing, don't they? 

Again, thanks for all your help and encouragement. 

Hope to see you again very soon. 



September 25, 2003 

Dr. Dr. Jack: 

I have enclosed my check in the amount of $150.00. as the purchase price of four 
books "Patriots and Heroes" and postage costs. I hope this is the correct amount. Please 
advise if this is not correct. 

As I explained to you these books are for some of my grandchildren as requested 
by my daughter, Mary Kay. She wanted me to inform you that she is impressed with 
your book and the contained stories. She found the stories to be a wonderful tribute to 
veterans. 

Thank you for your assistance in getting these books to her. I wish you continued 
health and happiness. Thank you again. 

Sincerely, 



PO BOX 380, 24 WEST MAIN STREET 
OWINGSVILLE, KY 40360 
PHONE & FAX 606-674-2531 

Bath County Memorial Librazy 

January 14, 2004 

Jack Ellis 
550 W. Sun Street 
Morehead, KY 40351 

Dear Mr. Ellis, 

The Bath County Memorial Library would like to invite you to participate in our 
"Spring Book Fair" scheduled for Saturday, April 24, between the hours of 10:00 
a.m. and 1 :00 p.m. We are featuring several talented writers from our region and 
would be honored to have you included. 

You will need to bring copies of your books for sale. All proceeds will be yours, but 
you will be responsible for collecting the money. You may bring an assistant if you 
wish. We will have tables set up in our meeting room on the second floor. It is 
accessible by elevator from the front lobby. A light lunch will be provided. 

There will be extensive publicity and we expect a large attendance. Fifteen authors 
have been invited. 

We would be happy to utilize any publicity materials, photos, etc. that you may 
have. My email address is: brendavance@alltel.net or you may mail items to the 
above address. 

Please R.S.V.P. by February 10. 

Sincerely, 

~ ,~cJ LJ ~ 
Brenda Vance 
Director 

• . "Books delight us when prosperity smiles upon us; they 
comfort us inseparably when stormy fortune frowns on us. " 

Richard De Bury 



November 20, 2004 

Jack D. Ellis 
215 Knapp Ave 
Morehead,Kentucky 40351 

Re: Morehead Memories 

Dear Mr. Ellis: 

Enclosed is our check for $37.50 to cover the costs to purchase your book Morehead 
Memories. Please send this book to our home address. Whenever your new book, 
"Reflections of Rowan County" becomes available, please let me know as I would like to 
purchase that book as well. 

Thank you~J?· r yo assistance in this matter. 

'-7t:JJM M 
Tom Leig ow 
148 Scenic View Drive 
Talbott, Tennessee 
37877 
865-674-2404 

\ 
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Phone: 1-(931 )-526-7928 

NOLAN FOWLER 
660 Crestwood Drive 

Cookeville, TN 38501-1870 

U.S.A. 



Phone: 1-(931)-526-7928 

NOLAN FOWLER 
660 Crestwood Drive 

k ·11e TN 38501-1870 Coo ev, , 

U.S.A. 

Date 

~~a , k_\_li 
I 
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Phone: 1-(931 )-526-7928 

NOLAN FOWLER 
660 Crestwood Drive 

Cookeville, TN 38501-1870 

U.S.A. 

Date 





Hussein H. Hussein 
300 Alumni Dr. Apt: 266 
Lexington, KY 40503 
Cell (859) 321- 0397. 

Mr. Jack D. Ellis 
552 W. Sun Street 
Morehead, KY 40351 

Dear Jack, 

Dec, 23, 06 

I really appreciate your kind assistance in editing my books. I am mailing to you 

my second novel as some editing had been done to part of it, hoping that you 

would enjoy reading this good work based on my own life. Please, do not hesitate to call 

me when any further information needed regarding any part of the story. Looking 

forward to hearing from you. Best regards. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year. 

Sincerely, 

1 , , , 
/ 
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May 18,2006 

Mrs. Rex Hudson 
513 Sycamore Dr. 
Bedford, IN 47421 
<d J").j )1 CJ- ~J-~O 

Dr. Jack Ellis, 

I read the article from the Morehead News about Morehead Memories. I was 
very interested in reading about the family history. 

My name is Carol Hudson and my father was Ivan Reed. I'm the oldest of 
the four daughters. Years ago Daddy would take us to Kentucky to see the 
place where he grew up. I understand that it is now a lake and what once use 
to be my great-grandfather John Reed old homestead. My sister Kathy 
Begley has been there several times with her husband. Someday I would 
love to see the area again. 

I can remember Daddy talking about his childhood often to us girls. He had 
the fondest memories of his home in Kentucky. While I was growing up 
Daddy would sing with one of my sisters in church with his guitar. Just 
before he died he became a painter. 

I would like for you to send to me the book Morehead Memories. Enclosed 
is a check for $39.00, S&H included. My address is above. Thank You. 

Sincerely, 
Carol Sue Hudson 
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4-H in Brown 
County 

P:1uline Greene •.vas 
invoh·ed in the 4-H oro
gr.,m in Darke Co~ty as 3. 

child .. .\mong her first 
sewing projects were :1 
potholder, te::i :owe[ :1nd 
j)in cu shion. Her ex;ieri
ences in 4-H \ed rrer to 
become a :nJ.jor :n home 
econoffiics ·.vhe!l. 5he 
atter.ded Ohio St:1te 
Universitv. She '.::ner 
bec:1me a ·home ciemons::ra
tion agent for t he 4-d pro
gram, a position she held 
from 1953 - 1%2. She con
tinued to be involved in the 
progr:1m as J. judge while 
her own children grew. Her 
bdief in 4-H prompted h.er 
to appro:1ch the 4-H com
mittee about writing :1 his
tory of 4-H in Brown 
Councy during the centen
ni :. 3.1111iversary in 2002. 

·· • i y ~oai is to oreser:c 
the ja~t by sharing wi th 
future -!--He rs cibou:: their 
roots in Brown Count\·,• 
said Greene. -

Greene wrote a oimonth
ly column for loe:1! pa\Jers 
duri!1g :200:2. g:1therin~ 
ohot0s ;ind hisrnrv ,,i -i -2 
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the cnoic~ for ,~a ito r of the 
pU D!lC;ltlOO. 
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g:n he rcd."' ;;aid Crc~ ne, 
·th<: ~-H conrn 1i t ~ee ,1g:eed 
t h J.c it i.v2. .'! :irne ~o t·e•.::Jr;i 

The Brown CoL:ntv 

E.1rm Bure:.iu vvill 
host a petting fa1m 

the his:or: r; f ~--::-I ic. Brown 
Countv. Tfus ::,,)ok. will 
bring bac:: rt:l: ::10ries of 
fun. family 2.:-1d friends ·.vho 
made che .;.:I :)r'Js-am 
such a po;:; itive ~xperienc~ 
'n the c::iuccv. From show
.ng tho.t :'irs~ -!:-a project to 
the m:l!l y le ici?.rsh ip roies 
and othe, . ·ivities. rnanv 
lifoiong i". ;l ::ishi ps ::ind t~
encs have been fulfilied ... 

The oook is :11.JW avo.ilable 
a.nd indudes :c.rornution 
:ibout .-\.3 . 1.:;r:100.m. 
founder of -!:- ~-!: a historv of 
4-H in Bro\': '"::iun ty; eariy 
campi.ng pre , .- :.,ms: high
light.3 :.u:d ,;tories from var
ious clubs: rr.ore than 300 
photos: art icles from for:ner 
members and ::idvisors and 
articles on 5o me of the spe
cial teen gTOups established 
since 1978. The book bas a 
green and gold cover with a 

.- ... ... .... : .. \. 
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PAULINE GREENE 

county mo.p engraYed ·.,i:h 
each townshio no.me. it :.:; 
l aQ . l h , .... u pages m ,engt ~!nn 
has some color pi10tos 
included. The cost of :he 
book is $25. It mav he ::mr
chased through ~he os\; 
extension office bv caili:::•-r 
(9::37) 378-6716 or-by c:illing 
Pauline Greene t 937 ) :J7S-
6581. The book will also be 
available for sale dur.ng 
the Brown County Fair. 
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August 6, 2005 

Jack Ellis 
552 West Sun 
Morehead, Ky 40351 

Dear Jack, 

As a follow up to our telephone conversation Saturday the 61
\ I will attempt to 

Convey what I have in mind. 
I have a 4 acre property that belonged to my son, of which I acquired by way of a law 
suit, this past week. 
I am reluctant to sell the property as I would like for it to become a small park or 
Wild life preserve, as a memorial to my deceased son. 

Perhaps you can furnish me with the right person to contact in this regard, as I would 
Like to check for the best avenue to pursue. 
And now for the second part, of our conversation. I would like to see 
Th~ Cora Wilson Moonlight school that sets across from the library to add 
"Little Brushy " to its name on the front of the school house. 

My brothers, sister and I along with nieces, nephews, and my own 3 children 
attended Little Brushy school. Your dear mother was one of my teachers, 

when I went to school in the forties. 
So we all would like to see the name on the building as Little Brushy along with 
Cora Wilson Moonlight School. 

We were not aware that it was begun as a moonlight school. I have a wonderful 
School picture of grade 1-8 that I would like to present to the school. 
Who do I contact for this presentation? 

I enjoy your column in the Morehead paper, and I have 2 of your books, I 
Am looking forward to your latest. Check enclosed. 
Hope to hear from you soon. 

S~rel); 
/Cr}tt.e
Rene' Cassidy 
24508 Stony Ridge Rd. 
Perrysburg, Ohio 43551 
419-837-2922 CCass5 l l 36@aol.com 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~ ~ - -'! 14 Tangmere , Greenways , Spennymoor , County Durham DL16 6TY . t\ 

~ " " ~ •~ December 2004 . ,'\" 
~ ~ ... ,. --- ( 

t\ Dear T~ .!!- .J c~ ,'\" 

" " ,'\" Warmest greetings in the name of Jesus . As we come to another Christmas t'\" 

t'\" season , it is the time we can reflect on past experiences and renew t\ - -t\ friendship and we send our love and best wishes to you all . t\ 

" " t'\" Every year seems to be eventful and this last year has been no exception . t'\" 

" " t'\" It would be good to say that we have had a healthy year but sadly we t'\" 

1'\" can ' t . Having said that John has enjoyed good health but Margaret has ,'\" 
,'\" not. After many consultants visits Margaret has been diagnosed as having t'\" 

t! ' angina ' this has now explained why she had been feeling so listless and t! 
~ out of breath whenever she took any extra exercise . This has stopped us :~ 
i'\" enjoying doing some of the things we would have wanted to do for e xample t'\" 

t'\" we had to cancel a holiday early in the year . Hopefully now with tablets t'\" 

t! things will begin to improve . She is recovering at the moment from a [ 
~ fall at church when she slipped on a damp floor and cracked her coccyx ~ 
i'\" bone . t'\" 

" " t'\" We continue to enjoy being closer to our family and of course at t'\" 

1'\" Christmastime it ' s an extra special occasion to be together . Our t'\" 

~ granddaughter Kate will be three on January 2nd and continues to bring us ~ 
t'\" great joy . Andrew and Sandra continue to be active in the Boys ' Br i gade i'\" 

t'\" and Scout movement . Margaret ' s Mam is still managing to live in her {f 
1'\" flat but is now unable to do much . We have just got her a cleaner and we t'\" 

t! do her washing each week . We are not sure how long she will be able to t! 
'l manage by herself . She has good support from the church members and is 'l 
~ ~ 
•' kept in touch with what is happening at church . Her telephone is always ,'\" 
t\ busy as she relies on it to keep in touch with friends . ,'\" - -~ ~ 

t'\" Margaret has managed to continue with her Local Preacher ' s studies and is t'\" 

" " i'\" up to Section C now . She obtained very good marks for Section B. The ,'\" 
,'\" target is to finish September 2005 . ,'\" 

" " 1'\" John has joined The Darlington Society of Arts . He used to be a member ,'\" .'\" ,'\" before we left Darlington . He is now looking forward to the New Year 

" " ,'\" when he can take full advantage of the guest artists who come to give ,'\" 
i'\" demonstrations on club evenings . ,'\" - -~ ~ 

t\ The Circuit continues to offer a challenge with some of the smaller ,'\" 
t'\" churches being of particular concern . We have seen some growth in the ,'\" 

" " t'\" two largest churches and there is definitely a better spirit among the ,'\" 
,'\" members . We had to sadly close one of the small churches at the ,'\" 
,'\" beginning of December . Plans are being made to have an outreach event ,'\" 
t'\" during Lent . However , next year will bring forth more challenges and {f .'\" ,'\" calls to commitment from all the members as we face the future wi t h a 

" " ,'\" relatively small circuit membership of 250 in the seven churches . ,'\" 

" " ,'\" We are sustained in our hope by the faith we both have and the belief ,'\" 
,'\" that God has called us to be here . We rely on God ' s directing for the ,'\" 
t'\" way we need to take in the future . We look forward to celebrating once t' 

" " - again the birth of our Saviour Jesus and pray that you will have a joyful -
~ ~ 
,'\" Christmas and a peaceful New Year . ,'\" 

" . n " ~ With love ~ t'A0,y,r- ,~ ,~ ~ 
" c:7 re " - -~ ~ 
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