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Damels Creek’s
1. -room school
still going strong

BY G. SAM PIATT
In ' News Writer
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all 50 states. Then I've got a seventh-
grader who can’t tell you three.”

Slone, in his fifth year as the
school’s lone teacher, continued to
answer questions as the tors

ressed concerns about how the

students did at Be Lane High

e

grai u educa-

tion for those who have
speech, hearing, or eye problems.

Glancing at his wristwatch, Slone
excused hu:nself plcked up a brass
handbell, and oreg ped out onto the
small front p to ring it. The
students soon filed back into the
classroom and found their seats.

The entourage was joined by state

. Greg Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg,
( Ru_do h Lewis, the school’s bus
ver.

Some of the children lool at
their visitors a bit suspiciously, it
seemed, as if wondering if some at-
tempt to close their school might
follow. There was a proposal several
years ago to close the school and
send its Flgant consolidated

schools, bu els Creek parents
protested and won.

It's about 1'% miles from the
schoolom&ptoﬂleheadofthecmk
About 25 dwellings are squeezed in
between the creek and the steep

“hills. Lewis' pickup truck with a
top on the back serves as the
t hauis the students to and
framachool

The school had 42 students when
Slone took over in 1977, but has
dwindled to 21 this year.

Viola Osborne, who lives in a
trailer just up the road, serves as the
school's janitor. One of her chores is
to kindle the fire in the old iron stove
on winter m s so that the
building is warm students ar-
rive.

A ~window air conditioner
s T
3 ve electric

hang from the high ceiling. *

ST notasruggeﬂ as it was in the
old one-room schools,” Slone said.

The students are served breakfast
and lunch at the small annex to the
Daniels Creek Baptist Fellowship
Church of Christ, lncated next door
to the school.

Mrs. Linda Endicott, Lewis'
daughter and the cook, said only one
of the 21 students is reqmred to pay
for meals. Meals for the rest are sub-
mlwdized because of family income

Lewis, who is the r of the
church, said the school building
servesasaSunday School on Sunday
mornings. “We have 60 or 70 kids
turn out to learn about the scrip-
tures,” he said.

Lewis, 68, attended the first class
when the building opened in 1924,
and now has eat- d dren go-
ing there. coninue
education beyond the eighth grade
“] had to go to work and make a liv-
ing,” he said.

Lewis said he believes church,
school and community should work
together in the education of children.
He said he felt ‘it was a shame’’ that

a co y of the Ten Commandments

be taken down from the school
hause wall last ye
Stumbo was

school. “The entire community is so

involved with this school that its Iike.

a family setting, and I think that’s

ck to defend the

conducive to learning, " he said.
Allen, whoisa pnnclpal at Russell
Central Elementary School in
Greenup County, said committee
members were not there to close the
school down He said they learned
about it through an Associated Press
story back in early fall, and commit-
tee members had penciled in the
tour as a part of the agendaforthelr
regularmonthly meetin,

“Sixty-one cents of each tax dollar
goes for education, and we sim ly
wanted to make sure that
money's bemg t to the best ad-
vantage of the students " Allen said.
arently the legislators liked

y saw. ‘I'm impressed with
the - and with the stud
Ford said. “If this is what they want,
then I see no reason to gqlt
“We could forbid this by statute,”
Middleton said. “But I believe local
people ought to make those deci-

Committee members wound up in-
viting Slone and his students to at-
tend a day of the special session of
the legislature called for next

month “At our expense,” Allen

When he asked how of the
students would like to go, about
half held up their hands.

But after he added, “We pass
three McDonalds on the way,” all of
them held up their hands.



