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;iﬂgkusfille, the county seat of Cumbarland County, established in 1810.
q:La‘satsd on Kye. Highways €1 and 90 The nearasl railroad is at "lasgow, 38 me
wosts It 1s served by The 'ruce Cloan and South Creyhound bus lines, 'U"s

The town is 576 feot alove sea level and hes a population of 889, The Parkiwmy
Hetel, said to Dbe one of the best in Ky., on the public sguare, and the
Parrish House offer meals and rooms. A tourist camp on Ky, 61 about 12 me
north has 4 cabinse Foints of interest amssociated with Burkesville areg

1. "The Big Hill" on Ky. 90 enter ng the town. It is one of the outm
standing scenes of The Cumberland River Country.

2+ Selen Church on Kye. 61, 3 me. wxih north of torme. Originated in
1806 and stands on the site of a pioneer batlle ground where white and
Indians fought over a girl who had been captured by the Redskins,

3s Cum erland County C. Hs containing old papers relating to the asctivities
of Abe Lircoln's forebears in the county. Thomas Lincoln, the President's
father, vas constable of Cumterland in 1302-1804,

4, First 0il Well in Americe, on Ky. 61, 3 me north of Durkesvillas,.

5o Numarous caves including "The TNock House" 2 me west of Creelsboro Sulphur
& P

Springs, a campins site, end Dual Spring on iz Renox with 2 kinds of water--
sn}phur and clears
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Cumberland Co. Neame etc. (Golda Gibson-101)
Bibliographys:

History of Cumberland, notes compiled by lMrs C.M.licGee,
postmisteess,Burkesville;

History of Kentucky, Chas.Kerr, American Historical
Society, Chicego and New York. Vol.l,page 7 and page 55.
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HOME SITE OF FIRST AMERICAN OIL WELL—1828 THE JOHN l‘IUIR TRA IL ABRAHAM LINCOLN BIRTHPLACE
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R e s o e, dhcssor bl
BURKESVILLE, KY. April IO'I956. .

..r.Lucian Beciner,
Louisville Ientucky,

Dear lir. Beckner;

Your letter to me several days apo asiinc Tor some thin
vou had not received Irom rour local worker, I am sendin- you what I
can zather ,and only wish thet I had the time to get it up in
hetter form;I would have responded sooner hut h-ve been away Lrom
home.

“Je have in this county Two rish schools,one at Zurliesville and one
at llarrovoone,both are accredited.

The Ne~ro population of Buriesville 4s 450, the entire population is
I500, )

Bl ¥ = 3 )
Cumberland Yo. hes 2 public ceneteries,one at Burikesville and the §
other at liarrowbone.

The Cuwmberland County flews is the name of the only newspaper in
the county,and it is a weeiley.

Burkesville has 5(white)prtestant churehes,l presbyterisn IChurch
of Christ,Illethodist,IBaptist and I christian church;
4 colored churches,I Christian,I ilethodist and one DPaptist.

e have one picture show thet shows daily.

The imerican Legion has a strong organization.
We have masonic lodre,Zasbtern Stars, Xnisnts ol P,04d Fellovs,
‘/omens Club,llusic Club,Garden Club N
,Chamber of Com.srce and-otary
Club.
e have for recreabtion nlaces,Champ Shoals Camping =-rounds on The
Cumberlend,Sulphur 3prinzs,and our High School nas the best equiped
gymnasium in the state.

Burkesville boasts of one of the best hotels in the state,Known
over the country as The Parhway Hotel,Its the home and resting
place for tourists going from the cumberland falls to the mammoth
cave,T : Jiany from the eity of Touisville
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HOME SITE O.F; FIRST AMERICAN OIL WELL —1829 - ABRAHAM LINCOLN BIRTHFLACE
0il sold for medicinal purposes and many THE JOHN MUIR TR“’ IL Now established by records that

bottiea af it well preserved and on display. we are ready to show the

BURKESVILLE, KY.

motor to this hotel week-ends because of their love for recreation and
good things things to eat,Highway : 90 and 37 intersect at the entrance
of this well known hotel.

The historic 0ld town of Burkesville was named for Samuel Burke who
vas one of Cuiberland County's large land ovners and a fine and gen-
erous citizens,he ovmed the valley vhere Zurkesville is lecated and
and made many donations for publlc buildings and homes,it is propper to
spell the name with an"e" since .'r. Burke spelled his name that WaY .

The 0ld wooden houiiny pestd® you saw here is ovmed by ‘r. Allen Vagzenen,
and he had not thousht of selling it and said hecave I5.00 for it.

I believe it could bs bought Por 25,00,

Tnere is & marker to the old American Oil well erected by the state,
Such things as the old wooden casing that was drawn from the this well
is on <isplay,but none of the qrilling tools have we been a&ble to

i & illd .

Any other information that i can help wou with i1 will be glad to do so.
With kindest regards for yourself and IIrs. Beckner Iam,

Sincerely your Friend.
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POST-QOFFICES IN 1874 .
(Spelling of names follows that used in 1874)

Big kKenox Judio
BURKESVILLE Marrowbone
Cloyd's Landing Peytonsdburg
Grider

(COUNTY SEAT LISTED IN 1874 IN CAPITALS)
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BURKSVILLE -- Named in honor of one of the original proprietors.
Was incorporated in 1810.
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Llbany
Emandaville
Lrat
Ealkerton
Bear Creelk
Beclt's Store
Blacks l'erry
Eluffa

Cow
Erovmwood

Purkesville

Cleywell

Ellington
Lima

IForest Cottage
“rozue

Craves

Crecen CGrove

Crider

(6 x|

CUI"BERLAYD COUNTY
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POP, TON POP.
Hegira 41
41 Jubio 10
50 - Kettle 40
100 La See
35 ‘weslie 1C0
25 Littrell 10
78 Ilarrowbone 160
Ilodoc 30
186 l'lud Canp 20
Crchards
£86 Parmleys
25 Tenl's Ferry
63 Peytonsburg 8
Phelps
e Kennick 25
Renox
é fusha
30 Scott's Ferry
Selfs
48 South Eurkesville 15
33

Stalcup
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TOWN

Tanbark
Waterview
“hetstone
Willloms
Winfreys

Yerxes

CUNBLERLAND COUNTY (Cont.)

POP.
11
35
19

28
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Cumberlani Co. 4archacolozy: (Zolds Zibson-212)

2ibliography:
Pioncer Life, by Fzyette Owsley,in Curberlend ITews,

i-erch 13th,1924;

Fersonzl knorledze.
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Cunberlznd Co. Lrchenla~r, (Solds Sibsan~-218

e

InZisn 1ife 13 the fliinte and
other stones s vessels found o r dug out of the earth.”
"In nman; »laces graves and mounds siznify thet the In-
dizns rozmeld sver thilc country. Cne (ound) on the farm
of W.F.Owsley, Surkesville, was openeld, znd seversl ezrth-
enwere vessels,; together -rit

Lidllena =

1 lwen bones, were reoved

(
i

These nounds rere guite ol8, as cufze Cwsley, born in 1313,

hood four full grovm beech trees
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Severs. o the ecatizens of Cubherlenc Coe neve niege
3 PR A » s
i effoxrt to rreserve collectione ef re

-

the Cournty Court Clerk,S....2mith, has & smell collection

t5e 3 o0 s M - e
in nhis oficey,et the courthouse. 150 Lr.C.L.Jeynes of

i £ M AV e TenSan~. HRoxr
—uriesville, en’ Ir.Jdin 2leCoy, of Cloyd's Lending, have

smell colleciicns.

w

*¥(llote: Tope I <¢iZ rizht in running these here.C.l.F.
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CULBERLAND COUNTY

Among the artifacts recovered in Cumberlsnd County are peculiar spade-like

implements called "spuds." Cumberland County has probably more of
s @Atu- g

these spuds then any othgr county of the State.A his county alee—predveed

Ashaped like an” hour glass, excellent in proportion and workmenshipe

Artifects and burlals found in Cumberland County are representative of the

Cumberlend River area,
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Cumberland Co. Agriculture. (Golde CGibeon-170)

Cumberland's location on the Cumberland hiver mekes
it a center of farming end lumbering.The iand is fertile.
The farms are not large enough for producing much for export,
excepting tobacco which is the chief staple for market. |
Other things sent out are hogs and cattlef. _

Some of the finest tobacco was raised in the county

in early times as well as todey.
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Cumberlend Co. Fetural Resources. Forest. (Golda Gibson-162)
Bibliography:

Personal observetion.
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The American Oil well is situated three miles above Burksville, on

—— i g g et

the bank of the Cumberland river. About the year 1830, while some men

were engaged in boring for salt-water, and after penetrating about one
hundred and seventy-five feet through a solid rock, they struck a vein
of oil, which suddenly spouted up to the height of fifty feet above the
surface. The stream was so abundant and of such force, as to continue
to throw up the oil to the same height for several days. The oil thus
thrown out, ran into the Cumberland river, covering the surface of the
water for several miles. It was readily supposed to be inflammable,
and upon its being ignited, it presented the novel and magnificent spec-
tacle of a "river on fire," the flames literally covering the whole sur-
face for miles, reaching to the top of the tallest trees on the banks of
the river, and continued burning until the supply of o0il was exhausted.
The salt borers were greatly disappointed, and the well was neglected
for several years, until it was discovered that the oil possessed valu-
-able mediecinal qualities. It has since been bottled up in large quan-
tities, and is extensively sold in nearly all the states of the UnionﬁS?fQ
About fourteen miles from Burksville, on the Cumberland river, and
////;;; far from Creelsburg in Russell county, is situated what is termed
the "Rock House," a lofty arch of solid rock, forty feet in height,

fifty or sixty feet in breadth, about the same in length, and a tall cliff

'

, overhanging it. In high stages of the water, a portion of the river

‘ff rushes through the aperture with great violence down a channel worn into
”i_sf roek, and pours into the river again about a mile and a half below. In

= Y ordinary stages of the water, the arch, or as generally termed, the

e
)

)\\‘ "hock House," is perfectly dry. (/ ‘5’77’9
.
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PURKLSVILLE, 66 me (581 alt. 889 pop.), seat of Cumberland Co.,
incorporated in 1810 twolve years after the establishment of the county
and namod for Samuel Burke, en early land owmer, who before ooming here,
had been a licensed tavern=keoper in Greensburge The town is on an old
river terrace surrounded by imposing hills,

The piece of beech-wood in the Burkesville Post Office on whioh is
carved the date, February 22, 1833, commemorates the arrival of the first
steamboat to come up the Curberlend as fer as Burkesvilla. It was preserve
od from the deoa;;ed beoch tree opposite the mouth of Marrowbone Creck on
ths Cumberlend River. (Ellington Lending)e Even before steamboats plied
the Cumberland, the loocation of the tomn on a navigg.ble water-route made
it a distributing conter of some importance,

Until tho coming of the automobile and better roads the only other
mode of trevel and transportation was stage-coach and the wagon,

The high school in the northorn part of the tom is nsar the sito of
Alexander Coileg;e_, a school for womon no longer in existence.

Burkesville, a conter of oil developments in this seot ion lms a modorn
hotel~ the Parlway Hotel, a holjtel- the Parish House, and a motion piloture

theater, a county weekly - tho Cumberlend County Nows, end a number of

Protestant churchos,
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- -~ .

There are seversl caves in Cumberlend. These have rrob-
ably been lommed by wearing away of rock by underground
streams &ges ago. The rock 1s limestone and sendstone;there-
the cavern wells ere of the harder grades.

These ceves are located in different portions of the
county - on EBear,Lewis and Willis creeks, &nd upon several
hills. Some are lzrge enough for one to go some distance back

The Rock Iouse is one of the scenic spots of this
area; located In Russel near the Cumberland line. This has
not been given its rlesce in the natural scenery of the com-
murity. It is about 4 mi. southeast of fmendaville,ly. 2 mi
west of Creelsboro, eand 5 mi. north of " hetstone. The trails
leading to it are very rough and rugged.They are trevelled
by horse or on foot. EBad roads are the reason thet visitors
seldom frequent the plece. Eeautiful scenery is on all sides.

The Cumberlanc Flver valley and hills ere besutiful from the
eniinence about the cpening.

Approaching the hill from the west side, the Rock

Eouse seems & tunnel or cavelike opening. It is &bout twenty
feet wide and fifty long. It opens on the east side on the
river benk where the bluff is high eand steep, end cennot be
climbed, but a narrow path goes up the hill on the west sice.
The hill-top is & narrow ricge of shale and sendstone; and
the tunnel is of sendstone. Several large slebs have fallen
from the top but eppear to have been there for severel yesrs.
A beautiful cemping site s it foms a perfect shelterf

Has been used for cemp lleetings.
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Cumberland Co. Climete. (Golda Gibson-130)

Cumberland has a very uneven temperature.varying
from 1o below zero to 100 above (Farenheit). Maximum oc-
curs during July and August,minimum during Dec.Jan. and Febj

Soil is ready for plowing from Mérch to Nov.; end
crops plented beginning in April,with some later ones
as late as July.

Frosts run from Sept. to lMay. The crop season lasts
from April to ﬁov. when they are gathered.

Fogs arise occasionaﬁ?along the Cumberland river
and the creeks; usuelly lesting only a few hours.

The annual rainfell is from 48 to 50 inches, most of
it being from Sept. to June,inclusive.

During the spring the rainfall and melting snows
cause the Cumberlend and tributaries to overflow nearly
every year.

The Mississippi valley winds blow across this section,

sometimes causing demage to buildings,live-stock and timber.

Z



I e ja W

g.x I F1€ 20

Cumberland Co- Climate. (Solda Gibson- 130)
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Bibliographys:
Personal knowledge and interviews with sundry

inhabitants.
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Within the menory of the older inhabifants,the hills end deep
coves of Eastern Ifentucky wers covered with heavy stands of
valuable ti berj fish wores plentiful in cleur running streansg
doer, turkeys, and osher gnue enlnals and birds wero gbundant;
large enounts of coal, oll, and gnas were swalting developnont; and
the soll along tho strean and river bottoms was deep and fertils.
it vas indded a rich lend, inhabitied by a strong people uith deep
seated pride und traditions, -

Down through the years the lwiberiian's exe has reduced the once
magnificent forest to a pitiful reanant of thoir former grandeur
and richness; repeated unguonchoed forest fires have destroyved
most of the tender young treoes and burned up the moisture-holding
humus and ground cover; forest fires and unregulated hunting have
rendered deer, turkey, and other gama alnost extinct. 7The ashes
from the forest firos get into the rivers and kill the figh and
also the food which the fish fecd fron.

It waz wilsh this in nind thet a few far-sighted Hentuckiens
asked tho Federel Governuent to share uith the state of Hentucuy
the burden of recstoring the renewable natural resources of Dastemn
entucky. As a result, ths Cwboerland liztionel Forest was estabe
lished by the U. S. Forest Leorvice in 1830, and is now a going
concarn and s steady clinbing Liatlional Forect. This foroct :
ineludes portions of soventecn couties waich are mostly in the
Cumberland River end its tributarios. It covers a gross area of
nore than 1,300,000 ecres of the soue 12,000,000 sores of hill and
mountain lands of fastorn kentueky, eand stretohes from wishin
a fow niles of the Chilo illvuer on tho north, to the Tonnessee lino on

ho south, Eighin this erea, hundrods of thousands of acros of
rnountain land have elready been purchased or placed’'under purchasse
arreenent by the U, 5, Forost scrvice; steel fire-lookout towoers
equippod with radlio for quick communication with fire fifhting
crows ere installed in these towers. -

The rules and lews vhich govern tho activities end work
of thils foruss are hunded doun from Hashington D.C., to the
For.et Sugporvisor who inturns hands it down %o this assistants.

The Cumberland lLiational Fore.t i&s divided into threeo ranger
districts, nanely; Rod Rivor, Rockeastle and Lourel. There is
a ranger at% the head of euach cf thece districta. He receives his
orders from tho Supervisor of the [orest. Tho rangess havo one
assistent who 1s culled tho Assistant District Renger..
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There are elght Fedorol Cumps and one Jtate Cap in the
Cunberland iiationnl Forcste

The canps ere under the supervislon of the Ca'p Superintendent,
lis roceives his orders frona the Renger. %he ranger inspocts th se
carps and sees 1f thls or that phese of work is goilug on according
%o tha work specifications which hus been sent to the Superintedent
for hi: to follow.

Tho rirst thi g thet is looked %o in the carps is the prevention
of firce ¥Fire comss firat, praferango to everytiing esle,
corzunication and lookout towors coues uoxt then the rood constr-
uation and fro: thea on the misocoellancous work which has to be -
done to keap the camp running.

-In each carp there wre Road Foremen end a Lechunic. In sone
camps there are more forencn than others.

How for a snall lnsight to the firs situstlicn of this ceamp
et Stearns, Kentucky. It 1s tho worst ca.p for fLires in the
Cumberleand latlional Forest, Taking from the firstof the yewr
up to tho present date. 7hls can) elone has had 174 firca
aend 166 folse alarme. Tho fires yange fron 0.1 aores to
800 seres. The cost of fires is beyond the reasoning powor of
the ordinary perscn. iHore is one fire for example to show
4ho cost of a fire. There weroc 3,503 CCU hrs., used on this
fire at e cost of w.20 per lour which is {890.50, 640 miles
- wore pult om truoks at a cost of .07 per nile, which is {I7.60, ~
£10.47 for faoillitating personnal and supervisory personnal,
tihich makes tho totael cost of ona fire §047.77. This fire burnsd
over 235 acres. Tha sbove cost does not includo the danmags done
to the timber end reproduction, the Jreatast dunage a Rire doos
ia to tho soil, .

To moka the fire problen rore accureate and thorough so thas
w2 nake have bhetter commaunicatlion with tho crews that are ou &
fire each camp has a numbor of Portable Hadlos which contact the
radlos that are in the towers which in turn give the inforzation
of how the fire is doing to the empe. Incldently shis Forest has
tha finest Ultra Short-wave iladio Liquipiment in the United States.

The Dumberlend “ationel Forest im increasing in sizs all the
ti~e, Thore are 40, 220 scres under option in iFelreary Couuty
which is belug purchased fron th: Ltearns Coal and Luaber Corpany.
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‘c Creary Co. National Parks. (Audrey Kelt%yégg ERLAND co,

Bibliographys

‘_Mr.Berkley Davis,Forestry Service,Stearns,Ky.
kr.Wm Baugh, Forestry Service, Stearns Kye.
Mr.J.C.Feltner, County Agt. “hitley City,Ky.
Mr Vm.Caylor, Att at Law,Vhitley City,Kye.
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Cumberland Co. Economic Development. (2&%kx Golda Gibson-251)

llo plants or factories outside of Burkesville. *:'Jhgra_ the
only one is the 1lizht and ice Dlant,north veet side of Square,
Produce sold, such as tobacco,hogs and cettle, are sent
to the Louisville merket. Cumberland does not produce enough -
wheat to teke care of her needs, therefore flour is shipped in.
The fermer usually sells direct to the Louisville merket, -
or to scme trader who hauls the commodities. llost ﬁerchandise,

nowy is hauled by truck.
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Cumberland Co. Economic Development. (Colde Gibson-251)
Bibliogrephy:

Personel knovledge.
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'when Lincoln was coustaole,lzoa and 1:504, m‘e 1n t.he Cm.nt.y
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m bond- ude by ’I‘homas Linco]:n to Gov.thra.ni. -_ x; 43

Clerk'a ofﬁce,C\mberlam Cos £ :

£ “'vo deeds ere also recorded in Deed Book A, to two i

forms owned by siad umas, along the Cm'berland Rivey .
and 1 amwbone Creek. T‘he d..tea arc 1805 and lalb,reepec tivg - s 3

C\mberlm Count; clr..imn the birt.h placo of .‘bra-
hen Lincoin. nt 't.he tin.e of sox-ahu:n'a birt.h, 'r"mmaa u.ln-
co:ln 11ved in meberland County. s wcie,'?miah Lm-
coln,vran the ﬁrst. sherii‘f of this county, Thowas Vas

- an ofx':!.cer a.t the eax,.u time,
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Cumberlsni Co. Tauna. (=

The grey scuirrel, fox, opossum,rabbit, raccoon,
chipmunky woodchuck ani skunk.
"The forest and fiddds ebound in znimzls ani bird

1life; and the streams are the homes of fish, turtles and

"unters have destroyed so much gzme that severel

heve made en elfort to preserve it Dy posting their
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Cumberlan® Co.  TFeuna.  (Golda Gibson- 120)

2ibliograpnys

"Personal knowledge and observation.™
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Cumberlend Co. Geogrephy. (Golda Gibson -110)

Is located about midway of the southern part of
the Stete, being bordered on the north by Adair and llet-
calfe countiesjon the east by Russell and Clinton; south
by Tennessee; west by Monroe and Metcalfe.
Burkesville is on the Cumberlend River, about 38 mi.

east of Glasgiw, end lo mi. from the State line, on high-

ways 20 and
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Cumberlend Co. Geography. (Golda Gibson-110)

ﬂibliography:
Personal knowledge.
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Cumberland Co. Historical. (Golda Gibson-203)

The first "free school" was opened in 1849.
Alexander College was built in 1871-2. It was one
of the "best schools for women at that time." Is now used

as the high school; locatea in the northern part of the town.

The first steamboat to come up the Cumberland as
far as Burkesville, was Feb.22nd,1833. This date was cut on
a beech tree at Ellington Landing across the river from the
mouth of Marrowbone Creek, a distance of ten miles frgm .
Burkesville by river, or five by air. 1In 1934 this tree was
cut down as it had decayed so; and the carved part was taken
to the Burkesville Post Office for preservation.

Before good roads were put through the county, =wExix
everything was shipped to or from Burnside,Ky. and Nashville)
Tenn. Along the river, at different points, were landings.
lerchandise was put off at these places, then hauled to des-
tination by wagons. Some of the old warehouses are still

standing near the river banks,others have been destroyed.
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Cumberlend Co. Nzme etc. (Golda Gibson-101)

Cumberland (pronounced Cum'-ber-lend) was mede
from a part of Green County,1798, &nd much lerger in area
than now. Green was made from Lincoln in 1792.

Dr.Thomas Walker and his companions discovered a riv-
er in the state of Kentucky in April,1750. He neamed it for
the Duke of Cumberland; leter the mountains and Gep took
the same name by usage. The Indian neme of the mountain
was Cuosito,Waseoto or Ono-SciotaZ -"The mountains where
deer are plenty."

Cumberland County was named for the river which passes
through the county from northeast to the southwestern cor-
ner. Burkesville, county seat,and largest river port be-
between llashville,Tenn. and Burnside,Ky. was named for Sam-
uel Burks, one of Cumberland's first Justices of the Peace.

He geave the town-site, which was surveyed Aug.¥,1800.

Populetion of Burkesville is 889, and the county 10,500,
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Cumberlend Co.  Historical. (Golda Gibson-203)

- Bibliographys B .
Miss Sallie Mcllurtry,interviews, with, ‘
H.L.Flint, interviews with, -both of the above
are residents of Burkesvilley}

Personal knowledge.
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Cumberland Co. History Golda Gibson-203)

Burkesville was incorporated ini 1810. In 1846
besides the usuel public buildings Purkesville hed & good
echool,six stores and groceries, and two taverns, four lew-
ygrs,five physicians, twelve mechanic shops, and one church.

The population was 380. _

Today Burkesville heas increased more than twice its
number of public buildings_etc. '

The mode of travel to and ffom Burkesville was by
stege coechy and only since the coming of the Ford and better
roads has this mode of travelling ceased.

Fayette Vood Owsley,who came to Burkesville in 1824,
and W.F.Owsley,.son of Dr.Joel Owsley, esteblished the first
bank in Cumberlend,1858.

The first free school in the County was at Eow,in the
eastern part,1849. This was taught by Reuben Hicks,vhose
father came from Virginia in 1820.

. Columbia has been a river shipping port,especially
for forest products and tobacco. The latter used to be
pecked in hogeheeds. The old zi® windlass that was made and
used in Joading hogsheads is still stending on the river bank
at Bakerton,nfrom which point more tobacco was shipped then

any other point in the State.”"

-

box 1 CoH gy
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Merch 13,1924.
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Cumberlznd Co. Zistory 293x2%x Zoldz 3ibson-Z01-3)

Col.James Imox with & perty of forty,"'he Long
Tunters", were hunting ani exploring in I‘entucky,about 1/7rd.
They were probzably the first vhite men to enter what is
now Cumberland County. It was still unsetzled and a part
o Lincoln vwhen Zentucky was made a state,lv32.
The first settlers came into the western pzrt of
t22 county sbout 1lv/u39; and sevt led in the lLlarrowbone end
.Jllen's Creek section, the most fertlle portions of the comn-
try. It 15 sald that Llarrovbone was so c&llez bhecause £ ©
rich,nerrow velley between the hills wa: compeared to the
merrow of the Done.
Several yeers leter Col.'lenry Renick came to the norts

ern section and ssttlel on 21z Renick's, or Renox Creek.
He wae granted 2 tract of zbout rUU acres,»y Virginie, for
hi:z services in the Revolution. There he lived, and the
nzme oL the creek came from him. On /Allen's Creek 13 sup-
posed to have occured Cimberlznd's first settlement. They
ceme from Virginie,1739. The Zurkes came from Virzinig,
an’ settled 1in or nearby 3urkesville.

] _‘_-

The southern part of the. county,knovm as

Fea Zidge,
hes z family of negvoes, descendants of some Drought Ifron
Torth Carolinz zbout 1720. One of them merried zm Indian
vomzn, and some of her chzracteristics are still visible in

vheir descendsnts. “ere a

to generation, wes carried on with dezthe on Soth sicdes.
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Cumberlend Co. Miswory,early (Zolds Jihson-xul-3) 2.

5

The early part ol l=0y came meny VirZinla fiﬁllles
whose descendents beczme proninent. Among these were John
Alexander wwho sctvuled on lerrowbone,lsll; Joseph =ledsoe

1in Rock “Touse 320TTOM,1800; James 3zker,TOsSTAET ALl & MInt-
ber o Lhe Lokers

P 2 §

yWho 32utled an. TNe BTN e8SL SecLLon,

-

The 3sXkers brought & mumber of slzvgs with then, & few

Al

whose Zescendents staill live here. The Tirst camping

-

cround, near Seakeruon, svill bears the name of "First Tizht
Hollow."
The Deople built their homes vath the &ai,vae Procd-
the fro '
axe/znt oucn owner wols £ thoy could moke, Wiun une ax
vaey felled vhe wreesy with the bHroad-axe vhel” Dewed thae
- ’ ~

the logs to a flat surfege, on twvo sides; &nd vwith the fro

s

heyrr raveld the hoards for the roof. They used Ners 1o Yeas-

¢t

e - s ¢ - -4 -
en the btmildinz gofether, lacvins nails, Clayr =nd stone

chrTiers were made ith dDroad fire-plesces. The COQEﬁn: 128
cone in pots on hengers over the Iire, or in pots ;ni pens
on hot cozls. Food consistel ot n1ll game,also vegeradbles,
1t and corn. Corn was ground &t the 0ld water midls, and

- Coidem

L P T -

borne home upon oxen, their chiel Deast of nurden. 'he hous
“rorld caré and span wool. los whe Tomaly clounang, \

Houses Simillr w0 LnNese fue SCauLuLerel uvelr oite Uournuy,

a2y, eSvecaflly an une Sougnern oy, Come oT the old cook-

11 uveasils ere still preserved. lass 3ellie ¢ lurtury,
- 3 . " - - " L
Burkesville, has some in her Dssession,nov.
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Cumberlznd Co. Zistory. (Golda Zibson-wl1-3) 3.

The Iirst orficers o the County were: Hannanich
Lincoln,Sheriff; Isaac Teylor,Clerk; Allen Wekefield,‘ounty
Atty. enl Surveyor; Alexander llzrtin,Constable; and seven
Justices of TezceyIsham 2urkes,Thomas I.Lowery,cohn I-vein,
Jospph Zleck, Jevid Hutcheson ani Alexender ‘efarlend
"John I.King was lawyer."

Court was held =t the home of Szmuel Zurkes until =
courthouse could be built. Their first order,JdJuly 1799
decreed it. The huildinz,of log,was 24X20X1 15 feet,finished
in 1800. It was swept eway by the flood of 1326.

o brick courthouse was erected i I=zbs, Sixty” Jeet My
sixty, "rith Two stvories; burned durinz the Civil Tar, 1865,
Another,erscted in 1IBo7, £lso vro-stories, burned Dec.20l,
1uz?. The present duirlding,ons'tazt the county esn be sroud

of" wze finished in 1834,

The zrea of Cumberlsni County 13 31o 3g.miles. Jhen
first formed it was severzl times ibs present size, parts

hevang been cut off to form new counties.

!
\
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Cumberlsnd Co. History. (F0ldz. Zibson-"01-3) gl -

2ibliogrephy:

"Long “unterz", "Kentucky, the “ioneer oY the "Vest,"

3 T.C.Cherry,Tub.DL.Heeth: Co. Zoston, T'p.28-9;
Frst Settlers, "Floneer Life" by reyette Cwsley, Cutlher-
Jand “eveyfurkesville,issue of llerch lsth,19543

Piret Court Cilicers erd Courthouses, .‘otes corpnilel by

fe 2

- =

rs C.l .cCee,post-nistress,Surkecsville, iy,
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Cumberland Co. Hotels. (Golde Gibson-510)

The Parkway Hotel,Public Square,Burkesville, has 22
rooms; rates are from $1.28 to $2,80, & day "with and with-
out bathsf( ‘ o

(Boes n't state whether A. or E. Seems to be both.)

Rooms are also furnished at the Parrish house, at the
rate of fifty to seventy cents & night. _
The Burkesville Gerage has accommodations for carsj

charge,twenty-five cents a night.

Tourist Camps:

The Tourist Ceamp on Highwey 6l,a2bout 12 mi. north of
Burkesville has four cabins: two are double,with hall-ways

between for automobile shelter.
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Cumberland Co. Hotels . Tourist Camps.

Bibliography:

Personal knowledge.
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Cumberland Co- Literature. (Golda Gibson-665)

wiie

"A Herald Almenac pertaining to Cumberland County,
its resources,citizens etc. was published in 1899 by Tom
Scott editor.” . . _ o

Jacob M.Radford is author of "Miscellaneous lnder
Forty -Five Heads." It was published by the Pentecostal
Publishing Co. Louisville,Ky. 1230. lir.Radford, now decedsed,
lived at Bakerton. . _

Fayette Owsley, of Burkesville, wrote "Pioneer Life"
which was published in the Cumberland News,March 13,1924.

Mrs C.ll.licGee,Burkesville, edited "The Kentucky Key-
notes" official orgen of the Kentucky Federation of Music
Clubs for the bhree years of 1927-30. And lrs licGee,together
with Mrs Leon Cook, wrote a "Pageant of Early History of
Cumberland County" which was finished in Sept.1235. '
A History of Cumberland County is being written by Mrs lcGee

at the present time.
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Bibliography:

Information from Mrs C.M.lcGee,local historian,

Burkesville,Kye.
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Cumberlend Co. liatursl Resources. i‘inerzl(Golda Gibson-161)

" Cumberlend County hes limeitone rock that is used ex-
tensively for roed building end soil liming. Limestone sand
ené grevel are used in road construction,being found in
1érge quentities. Other stone found,but not much uced,are

coepstone,slete,sendstone and burr,or millstore.

Burkesville,county sezt, is in the midst of the county
0il fields. The oil pbols are found on the Vest Fork and
Crocus creeks, on the north; Eeer Creek, on the eastj end
Kettle and Sulphur creeks, on the south.

Very little petrolium 1s heulecC away from the county,
nor 1s used so widely there a&s 1t once vas. The roads to
these fields are not passable all year, except Rear Creek.

Copper ore is found in & bluff neer Arenceville.

The people of the community use this for medicinel puiToses.

0il well: On Highway 61, 2 mi. north of Burkesville, is the
nerked for the American Gil\ﬂg%}. It is 210 feet across Lit-
tle Renox Creek from the merker.

In Ierch 1829, while drilling for salt wells, wviorkmen
vere surprised, on withdrawing their auger, to find oil
thrown up fourteen feet beyond the mouth of the well.
According to a contemporary &ccount "elthough the quentity
somewhat abited after the first discharge, during which it wa
surposed to emit seventy-five gecllons & minute, it still con-
tinued to flow in z streem theat made its vay to the Cumber-

lend,for & long disteznce covering the surfece with its oily
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Cumberlend Co- Faturel Pesources. l.ineral(Colda Gibson-161)2

pellicle. It is so penetreting &s to be difficult to confine
it to any wooden vessel."

"Hhen'the oil gushed out that time, it caught on fire
setting both Elg and Little Renox creeks and the Cumberland
Liiver efire for several miles. This well hes been crilled
deeper since, and many bottles of this oil cerried away as
souvenirs of the first Americen 6il well.

Lpyil 6,1855, lir.I.C.Parr, of Cincinnati, wrote to

the well proprietor, &sking for a sample of the genuine oil.
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Cuberlend Co. GiEESYi. (Colds 3ibson- 161)
Bibliographys:

Ferr's HEistory of Ientucky,Vol.2,page 746;
Cumberland Iews,No.24,Sept.12,1921;
Letter in possession of Iliss Scllie lMclurtegy,Burkes-

vidle,Xye.
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Cumberlend Co. liztural Resources.Plant. (Goléa Gibson-162)

Cumberlend has large area of privately ovned forest.
The north part of the county has been more cleared then the
southern. liost of the larger timber, such as ozks and tul-
ip trees, have been cut for the lumber mills. But there is
enough still for fuel, snd some good timber yet to be had.
The southern section still retains part of its large
treesy but they are being cut and hauled aweay to the mills.
There is yet enough timber left to furnish mills etc. for

several years more.
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l’c Creary Co. DNational Parks. (Audrey Feith-69b
Bibliographys
lir .Berkley Davis,Forestry Service,Stearns,Ky.
lr.Wm Baugh, Forestry Service, Stearns Kye.
Mr.J.C.Feltner, County Agt. Whitley City,Ky.

Mr Vm.Caylor, Att at Law,Whitley City,Kye.
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Cumberlend Co. I'ztural Resources,Veter. (Colda Gibson-163)

- 1
Cumberland has 96 miles of streams, non-poluted weter,

within the bounce of the county. The river is navigeble for
steam boats about six months in the yeer; end gééd-for motor
boats any time."Is navigable as far as Neshville thooughout
the year,123 miles."

Theze seversl creeﬁytribut&ry to the Cumberland River.
These are Crocus,Big end Little Renox creeks, on the north;
Eear, Otter,0il-fork creeks, on the east. The largest creeks
on the south are sulphur and Kettle, the former emptying im®

into Obles River. The western streeams are larrovbone &nd
Allen's creeks. llost of these &are good for fishing, and
bathing beaches - especially the Cumberlend.
On one stream, neer Hegira,Ky. a dam was built end the

weter run through a race. This water mill is still in ser-
vice, and has, in time, generated enough electricity to

light & country home and store.

culphur Spri is & fine cemping site. The Dual Spring,
P Pring

on Big Renox, has two kinds of water; from one opening comes
suiphur, while the other is clear.

There are nurmerous other cemping sites along the River,
end on the four islends of Green,Scotts,Long and Herford.
There is fine scenery &ll up end down the Cumberland, such
as bluffs,Lover's Lesp,the Finnacle; end winding roads eamong

the bluffs and hills.
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Cumberlend Co. Netural Resources,Weter. (Golda Cibson-163)
Bibliogrephy:

From notes compiled by Mrs C.ll.lcGee, of Burkesville,
Kentucky.
(Ilote by Editor: lire licGee 1s postmistress; and local’

histriographer. )
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*&mberland Coe Noted Personalities. (261da Gfb’son-es;kg

Joel Cheek,latef owner of "Maxwell House Coffee," was born
in 1852, at Burkesville,Ky. e was a comercial traveller
for a long while, He left Cumberland County about 1870, going
to Nachville,Tenn. Oct.13th,1874, he merried Niss I'innie Kichie.
Was very suvcessful in business. Died recently at Nashville,
lI'r.Cheek donated $10,000 to help build combined gymnasium end
cuditorium for the Burkesville High School,

Fwdgaor  dkokdoRRN ok o o e

Dr.W,Godfrey unter was born in Ireland, First settled
in Pennsylvania,from which he entered the Union esxmy &s surgeon,
Ceme to Cumberland County,later, to engage in the oil business,
Merried liiss Sue Alexander in 1870. Fracticed dedicine until
elected to Congress from the Third Ky.Dist.; and later the 1lth
Cong. Dist. Came very near bein{-;' elected to the U.S.Cenate,
lacking only one vote.

Dr.umter ?.':as rninister to Gautemala., After the expira-
tion of his term there he moved to Louilsville, where he died,

LR T g kA sk
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The following is a true cepy of a record in Comronmwenlth Order Book D,
pege 325, showing thet Thomas Lincoln and wife were partics of the seottlement of
tho estate of Josse Coe deccansed, Jesse Goee was surety on both bonds executed
by Thomas Lincoln as Consteble in Cumberlend County in 180243
Amenda L. Cee by pr —-- Complt.

azeinst In Chancery

Robert Pottinger & others Defendants

This day came the Compleintant by her counsel, and the Defendants Rolert
Pottinger & wife, Thomas Lincoln and wife, John Truex & wife and Tiinnie Tudor
not having entered their appearance herein a;reeable to law and the rules of this
Court, and it appeearing to the satisfaction of the Court that they are no inhabitants
of thie Corrmomwealths It is therefore C *dered thet unless they do eppsar hero on
or before the firet day of the next October Term of this Court, and answer the Com=
pleinants original & amended Bills heroin, the samo will Le taken s confessed agst.
them « And It 1s further Ordered that a copy of their Order be inserted in some
* publie esuthorized ncwspaper, printed within the State = for two months. successively
eccordin: to law = and the cause is cntinued until next Court.

(The interlined words appear in the record, also agste 1s used for ageinst,
end the irregulerity in the letter "P" in Pottinger in style of case appears also =

Toffiman)
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£ The following is & truo ocopy of proccedin s in a cmse in Curberland Circuit

Court, &8 shown in Commonweslth Order Dook D, pege 7, and relates to a whipping

post in Countys

The Corron-ecalth of Fentucky Upon en Indictzent of the
against - grand jury for felony

raﬁhaniel Eersey Defeondant

LTethaniel Fersey laborer, lete of the County of Cumberlend who stands ine
dicted for felony, wes led to the bar in Custody of the Bheriff, and thereon
erraigned, and upon his erreignment he pleaded not guilty end for his triel he
put himself upon God end his country, and the attorney for the Com-omvcalth like=
wise, end thereupon came a venire, Viz. William Dezroffonried, Clement lurphy,
Janes Gwin, Thomus Cloyd, John Cerpenter, Christopher llyers, MHenry CabLert, Cecorge
Bundy, Jawes Cloyd, Christopher Cheatham & John Alexander jeur, who being clected
tried end sworn the truth of end upon the premices to speak end the evldence being
fully heard upon their oath « returncd a verdict in the words following tc--.-.:it,
"%e of tho Jury find the within nomed Yethaniel Farsoy (the prisoner et the bar)
guilty of the felceny, in the within Indictment cherged against him, in manner and fom
s 1s therein cetforth; and that therefor he shall receive on hie bere tack at the
publie whipping post nineteon stripes

James Cwin
one of the Jury."

end it being demanded of the said defendent, if anything for himself he had or ncw to
eay, why the court here to Judgment & cxecution epainst him of end upon the proemises
gshould not prooced, ho saild he hed nothing tut what he hath before said,

Thoroforo It is Gonsidered by the court thet the said Defendant receive upon his
bare tack at the piblie whipning poct ineteen stripes-and that the Skeriff of Curberlend

County do caugse exocution of this Judiment to te done and perflor cd oan hin the said



i
f Cumberlend County

Hathaniel Tarsey on this dey et the pleace of execution eand proclamation tbteing

made se-She-manuer-iey-endy-nobhing-farbhor-aspenring-ae-teing-atledged-apatuoy-him,
d4-ip-thavefero-Crdored-bhab-bho-eatd-Haveey-bo-peguitted-and-disokarped-pnd-go-thore=
ef-heneo-withoub-day.

Linos are drawm through sentences in the record es indicated above =

Hoffmon
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The following is a' ruo copy of a record in Comoxmueclth Oxd uoi:i'bbj
page 450, showing thet Thomas Lincoln and wife woro parties to the scttlement of
the estate of Jesse Gee deccased, Jesse Goo was surety on both bonds executed by
Thomas Lincoln as Constable in Cunberland County in 1802-4pg

A ﬁ.‘scrl(g‘.c‘.;)"‘c;n:nty : ( ; g“({ l F-l' )€ 2 o,
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Arenda L. Gee by her Guerdlen Conplt. \

ezainst In Chancery
The Heirs and Legatees or; Defendants
Jesce Cee Deceeced

This dey, this cause cemo on to be heard on the bills answered and exhibits,
On @oncicderation whereof it appears to the Court, thet ell the personel Estete of
the Testator Jecce Gee (other than sleves) which ceme to the hands of the deft.
¥ne Anna Buyart, under the will of her lete husband for the benefit of herself and
Ler eon Jesse Cee, wes of the velue of (1231=30,5 of twoc=thirds. Thereof the Complt,
is le;zally entitled 4o demand one teath port, it further appearAto the court, thet
exclusively of Poter and l'olly devised to the defendant Ymes Amna during her 1ife all
the gleves of the decensed, distributed enong the other legelesss, under the will
aforesald, were of the value of {2704=00~ Thereof the Complein~nt is legally enti-
tled to one tonth partes It is thereforeo decreed and Crdered that the defendant
Abrehenm Cuycert end Wme Anna his wife pey to the Compleinsnt out of the personal
Estate aforesaid the sum of Eighty two dollers and eight cents, being the tenth part
of the velue of {wo-thirds of the porsonel Ustate aforesaid, with interest after the
rate of six percentum per amum from the 18th of Nove 1515 until prids And it is
further decrced and Crdered that the Complainant recover egainst the other nine
defendants and legatoes the sum of {270,400 being the tenth part of the wvalue of
the negroos divided aron; thenm, under the will afsd. with legel interest thereon
from the 16th Foverber 1814-which said sum is to to paid to the Complt, by nino le eleces
efsds in proportion to their scveral le acies VIZ, John 8. Cee is to pay £101-30
Josse Cee (20,00 end the other seven defondants llotert Fottinger & Tanny his wife,
Thomes Linchorn end Petscy his wife, B, Kirkpetrick and Tetsey his wife, John Smith

& Selly his wife, John Autry and Polly his wife, John Trueex & Lucy his wife and
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Winney Tudder 721.30 each = with intorest es afsde. on each sun respestively.
It is further decreed &nd Ordered that the Compleinant recover of the Defendants
one equal undivided tenth part of tho three tracts of lend in the will mentioned,
and that she have and enjoy the same to her and her heirs forever, reserving however
to the dofts Vime Anna her right of dower therein, and it is further finally docreed
and Ordered thet the defendants John S. Cee and Jesse Gece es such of the defts, as
may under the will eforesaid, have e right to the slaves Peter and !'olly F2¢L etter
the death of the deft. Vims shall pay to the éomplt. when the ecaid slaves shell come
to his, her or tlieir poscecssion onoe tenth part of the then velue of eacid sleves, to
be paid by seid legatecs 1n proportion to the value of their respective interests
in said sleves under the will afsd, This decrce is not to prejudice the claim of
the deft, Tme Amma for remumcration for the support and maintenance of the Complt.

A-anda, but 1s she has eny claim it is hrreby expressly reserved to her,
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The FIRST OIL WELL drilled in the U.S. wes accidentally discovered
in March, 1829, on the bank of the Cumberland River (R) near Little
Rennox Creek W&e@ﬂﬂ%&hﬁ—ﬁﬂ. Then the workmen
drilling for selt water withdrew the“gﬁéégz after p!ﬁetrating solid
rock for-a considerable depth, the oil gushed up many feet and ran off in-
to the river. The discharge of the well was estimated as high as 75
gallons a minute. In severdl days the flow had vovered the surface of
the Cumberland River and Big and Little Rennox Creeks with an oily
pellicle for miles. Curiosity about its inflammebility caused the oil
to be ignited and the river soon became a magnificent inferno of flames |
leaping to the tops of the highest trees along the bans of the river
end creeks. The "river &nd creéks continued burning” until the oil on their
surface was exhausted. Dr. John Croghan, the enterpriser, and his
workmen were surprised &nd diseppointed, and the well was neglected for
several yeaers until the medicinal quality of the oil was discovered. A
marker erected by the State, together with display of the ériginal
well-casing, commemorate the drilling of thg first oil well in the ”=
country.

BURKESVILLE, 66 m. (581 alt., 889 pop.), seat of Cumberlenr Co., wes
incorporeted in 1810 twelve years after the establishment of the county
and nemed for Samuel Burke, and early land owner, who before coming here,
had been a licensed tavern-keeper in Greensburgs ‘he town is on an old
river terrece surrounded by imposing hills.

The pisce of beech-wood in the Burkesville Posé Office on which is
carved the dete, February 22, 1833, commemorates the frival of the first
steamboat to come up the Cumberland as 8ar as Burkssville, It was preserv-

ed from the deceyed beech tree opposite the mouth of MNarrowbone Creek on the
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| e Cumberlend River. (Ellington Lending)s ~~Even before steambosts plied the
| Cunmberland, the locution of the town on a navigable water-route made it a
distributing center of some importances

Until the coming of the automobile end better roads the only other
mode of travel and transportation was stage-occach and the wagon,.

The high school in the northern part of the town is near the mniy
site of Alexender College, a school for women no longer in existences

Burkesville, a center of oil developments in this section has a
modern hotel = the Perkway Hotel, a hotel - the Parish House, end & motion

picture theater, a county weekly = the Cumberlend County News, and a number

of Protestant churches,

Bakerton= on - the Cumberlend (R) a tiny hamlet me off Stete
on an unimproved road wes once an important tobacco centers. Tobacco
the chief staple orop of the county from its earliest days, was hauled

to Bakerton from the aurrounding country and then loaded on boats to be

5

teken to Nashvill - An 0ld windlass used in loading hogsheads is still

stending on the river-bank, Meny of the old warehouses at river landings

used until river transportetion went the way of the horse and buggy, mey still

nrr—— e ———

be seen along Cumberland Rivsr, —
~_\_—’/-‘.-‘—- \
-ﬂ_t one time in its history more tobacco was brought to Bekerton to be shiﬁid_/

then any other point in the U.S,
—‘-‘—-“—‘v-—-._

_---’-"‘“W‘
e ———

T —

"First Night Hollow", neer Bakerton, tezkz is the first camping ground of
the Bekers, a pioneer femily from Virginie, who, like a‘number of other
settlers from the 0ld Dominion, brought their slaves with thems Bakertonvas
nemed for this family which settled here in 1818,

The CASCADE in Little Rennox Creek at its junotion with Big Rennos hes a

fall of twenty feet. Beyond this, neer the point where these streams
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empty confluently into the Cumberland River, there occurred at the
bezinning of the nineteenth century a severe skirmish between a party

of white men and Indien warriors over a young girl taken ceptive in Green
County. Feering that her captors might kill her, they plenned to make

a surprise coup, but ean Indian dog gave the alerme Vhen the chiaf
eppeared et the tepee opening, he was shots Alter a brisk encounter

the Indians wsre routed end the rescued girl was send homee The

outlines of rock-bound Indian graves and of flints scattered about the

ground cen still be seen.

SALZSM BAPTIST CHURCH (L), was orgenized in 1806, The present church
building, the third erected since the beyzinning of the congregation, is

situeted less then 5 me from the confluenceof Big and Little Renox Creelkse

SULPHUR SPRINGS (L), me of{ Stete 61 is an excellent cemping site with
Garrett end Big Renox Creeks nearbys Most of the crseks, as well as
Cumberlaend River, provide good fishinge. Cemping sites and natural bathing
beaches are numerous along the Cumberland and on several of its islands.
Roads, windiﬁg among the hills that skirt the river, unexpsctedly';merge on
scenically pleasing river vistas with bluffs oftten supplying a note of

ruggednesse

DUAL SPRING ( ) ___me off State on Big Renox Crees The neme,

is derived from the twin openings of two distinct springs which emerge heres.
Out of one opening issues sulphur water while clear water flows from the othe
one.

The hills of Cumberlsnd are covered with cliffs, rocks and bluffs. The

¢

gsbruptness and loftiness of the topogrsphy give boldness and occasionally "

ruggedness to the scenery.
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The valleys and lower sections have been enriched by the top soil washed

from the hills by rain.
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& few forms of smell plents heve been found in the
rocks and caves, such zs fe

r™me, leaves etC., but I
n't been careld for, and are scattered here ani there.
"In the eastern the County,near lettle,Ky. 1is

peorle in that szction cleim has

-

& petrilied

bDut no certainty is nedec o
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Cumberl-ni Co. TFeleontolozy: (Golda Zibson-151)
Bibliographys

"Personal knowledge." ‘
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Cumberlend Co. Toints of Scenic Interect(Golds Cibson-62%2)

-“‘.t
Approaching Burkesville Trom the west, on Iigiwiay 20, .
ocne ecscends to the top of "The 3ig Hill." This is one of the
éost outstending scenes of Cumberland. "The 3igz IIill" over-
locks Burkesville and the velley of the Cumberland River,

v.ith beeutiful vievws in 8ll céireclions.
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Curberlsnd Co. Toints of Ocenic Interect. (Golda Gibson-€22)

Rt If ;{viﬂ

Bibliogrephy:

Personal knowleCge.
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Currberlernd Co. Tliecoris . _astories. (Solda Zibson-¥)
: «ecords o the esrliect SETLTiement vere siroyed
Tomr ey an “y 1()':‘.! Taq e e T Ayt - -
DY LATE jliECen LY i i Y (S TT1N, 0x LOUT bnOUQE.J ~OP1EesS 0L
certaln porions have been preserved with the hook number

etca

4 history of Cumberland County has been compiled by
:re CJllsacCeey &nd 216 be1ng TiTTEn v TLhE present vane,
Tnas RiswoTy nas & cory oFf mhe Cumberland records cnd
nroceelinss, fomncing of the county sezt, urxesville, Zoad
Survers, -errys ~icenged, mullling ot the Irsy courthouse,
first jaily; {irst tavern licenseld, end firsv churches.

The local peper, Cumberland Ilevs,nov edited by .irs
1.T.Shennon, has been inverested 21l zlong 1n locel hise-
o, industries, and people. sruacles have been published
1n severzl i1ssues, end are kept in the Iews office at
Eurkesvillee

* In ie"Vinj the clazssificetion uy to the Office.
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Fersonal knowledge.
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Cumberland Co. Sociél (Golda Gibson-674.4) (//

The County House on Cedar Creek can take care of

the very few wvho have no homes at all.
v :
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BURKESVILLE, co. seat of Cumberland co, is the érincip;l re=-
tail distribution point for Cumberlend co. and adjacent areas of neigh-
boring counties. By 1798 the Burkesville area, which was until that
time a part of Greemn co., had become sufficiently well settled to justify
the erection of Cumberlend co., named after the rive which winds its 100 mi.
way across the coe in a southwesterly direction, Burkesville was named after
Samuel Burk, an early settler, who; prior to coming to Cumberlend co,, had
been the first licensed tavern-keeper in Greensburge. Burkesville is on
US highway 37 and is at the junction of Stete higlways 61 and 90, some
150 mi. SeEe. of Louisville, on a meridian slightly W. of that passing
through the Capitol of Ky.: CeS.Te It is on the terrace of a bend of the
Cumberland riv., a navigéble waterwaye

The first oil well in the United States was opened in Cumberlend
coe where & gusher was accidentally disvovered March 12, 1829 near the mouth
of Little Renox Creek, 3 mi. above Burkesville,

An amusing incident in connection with the discovery tells how

Z;Pg: John Croghan, who was boring for salt remarked to his companions, "I

i:;m\gziher going to reach Hell or szlt by night." Then he struck oil, it

E§werflowed the rigging and fire reged for mi., down the Cumberland riv.,

H;urﬁing for weeks. Believing he had reached the former destination, Dr.
gzbroghan fled, and was never seen again,

Nﬁ“\“ To commemorate the birth of the first o0il well in Americea, the
Legislature made an appropriation and a state marker was erected in 1934,
Small bottles, containing samples of the original ecrude oil, are in possesesion
of several residents of Burkesville and Cole. Lucien Beckner, of Louisville.

The individuality of the Cumberland Valley, in which Burkesville

is located, is such that it is entitled to rank as a separate area division,.
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There are about 20 of these "big bottoms" in Ky., each holding a community,
In most cases the uplend behind them is dissected to such an extent that

for a distance of several mi. on either side of the riv. the land is almost
untilled end unirhabited except in the bottoms. It is a strangely quiet and
pleasant country, unlike in physical expression and conditions of life both
to the upland Pennyrile sbout it and to the Nashville basin btelow. It is
therefore designated as an enclave, an alien area in the Pennyrile. Cumber=
land co. is the only political unit to which the valley has given rise. It
is typically a riv. co. Until US highway 37 was constructed to Glesgow, 40
mi. from Burkesville, the Cumberland rive. served as the chief ave. of trade,
It still retains much of its commercial prominence. When the rive is suf-
ficiently high steamboats ply between Nashville and Burnsgide. These carry a
large portion of Burkesville's imports and exportse.

Burkesville has an elevation of 581 ft. above sea level., Around
the city almost the entire territory is dotted with hills of such prominence
as to answer in many instances to the description of mountainse There are
numerous broad valleys of pronounced fertilitye. MNarrowbone, Crocus and
geveral smaller creeks tributary to the Cumberland, together with numerous
springs add to the excellent water and drainage resources of the district,.

Burkesville has a humid, temperste continental type of climate,
Average precipitation is about 45 in.; the mean relative humidi?y at 7 a.m.
about 77 and at 7 p.me 62; the mean temperature 58 degrees, with the mean
maximum at 66 degrees, and the mean minimum at 49 degrees. Snowfall usually
is light. Eainfall from April to October is ample for crop production.
Extremes of temperature, either in winter or summer are rare.

The town is situated on an old rive terrace emid ridge tops,

particularly in the S. and E. parts of the co., which attain elevations
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ranging from 900-1050 ft. The minimum elevation in the vicinity is 547 ft.
at Black's Ferry at the Monroe cos Line, )

The hard rocks found in the Burkesville area consist of Paleo;g%;/
limestones, sandstones and shales, beginning with the upper Ordovician forma=-
tion and extending upwards through the Devonian and well into the upper
Mississippiane Situated on the crest of the Cincinnati arch, which passes
through the W, part of Cumberlagd coe, the normal structure of the Burkesville
region is anticlinal or saddle-like. At Burkesville the rocks dip to the S.E.

The chief mineral resource is petroleum, which with comparatively
small amounts of natural gas, is found in theai;%@iferous sandse Limestones
of good quality for general building and roadbed work are available in the
imnediate vieinity. Transported sands are found along the Cumberland riv,

The New Albeny shale is the only Devonisn formation present in this
vicinity. Here it is about 28 ft. thick and contains an abundance of fossils
end many shells of Lingula spatuléta throughout tts thickness, Not far from
Burkesville along Sulphur Creek, just below Mrse. Hood's place, there is a very
rich bed of fossilse

Archaeologically the area is rich in evidence of prehistoric occupa=-
tion, as would be expscted from its location on the Cumberland rive which was
an important aboriginal highway. The aree has produced many excellent arti-
facts, the flint and pottery, particularly, is entirely representative of the
Cumberlend Valley cultures . " 7_¢ . _ 7 S8 vags AuT ol ol

The best knowm and one of the largest of the sites in the co. is
a large mound on the farm of Sam Mackey in "Howard's Bottom" at Bakertonm,

8 mi. up the Cumberland rive from Burkesville. This mound is conical, about

a hundred yards in diameter and 15 ft. high, and is the largest in the region.

The site is locally known as "Indian Hill" and is well known to the residents
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of that section of the co. beceuss of the large numbers of artifaéts which
have been found in the immediate vicinity.

A small group of stone graves on the farm of L. J. Keene, 6 mi, E.

of Burkesville, have been opened and have yielded skeletons and artifacts, among

which were many fine specimens of pipese CGraves in another burial field,
located on Slate Fork of Bear Creek about a mi. Ne of the Keene farm, have
been opened, and well preserved skeletons and an unusually lerge number of
artifacts were found.

There is another burial field on the farm of W, E. Davis, 7 mi,
Ve of Burkesville, which containg meny stone graves. A few of these have
been opened, and have yielded skeletons and artifacts. What appears to
be a burial mound is loceated on the farm of Mrs. Rhoda Raney, 3 mi. S. of
Burkesvilles This mound is 40 ft. in diameter and about 8 ft. highs It has
been superficially excevated and has yielded skeletons and artifactse

On the farm of Ge Me Jernnings, 15 mi. S.E. of Burkesville, there
is a large rock shelter. The floor is covered with ashes to a depth of 6 ft,
Mingled with the ashes is a large amount of kitchen midden material, parti=-
cularly shells and bones of animals and fowl,.

A few stone graves, in the sandy bottom of the farm of C. P,
Pruitt about one half mi., from Burkesville on the opposite side of the Cumber-
land rive, probably represent not only a burial field but a village site,
since large numbers of artifacts have been found in the immediate vicinity
and oonsiderable kitchen midden material and camp debris is scattered over
the area, A number of the best pieces of local collections have come from
this site.

On the Winfrey Brothers farm, 9 mi, N. of Burkesville, there is

a series of rock shelters, some of them containing burial. Skeletons and

&
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artifacts, includinp complete pottery vessels, have been found in these
shelterse

A cave, about 7 mi. up the Cumberland rive from Burkesville,
shows abundant evidence of prehistoric occupation. In this cave have been
found burials and many artifacts, including pottery and very fine specimens
of pipes. Some of the material may be seen in the collection of J. A. Haymes
of Burkesvilles

Among the many interesting artifacts which have come from CQumber-
land co. are the peculiar spade-like implements which Bennett Young, in his
"Prehistoric Men of Ky." calls "spuds" and which he deseribes in his report.
According to Young, Cumberland co. has been more prolific in these implements
than any other coe in the States Another curious type of artifact found in
Cumberland co. is an object resembling an hour-glass,

Thomes E. Brauilette, one time Gove of Ky., was born in Cumberland
co. Jan., 3, 1817, and died at Louisville, Jan. 12, 1875, Edward L. Norris,
one time Senator, Liéutenant-Gov., and Gove of Montana, was born and reared
in Cumberland co.,Kye.

There are two bonds in the County Clerk's office in Burkesville,
made by Thopas Lincoln to Gove Garrard, when Lincoln was constable, 1802 and
1804, Two deeds are also recorded in Deed Book A, to two farms owned by
said Thomas, along the Cumberland rive. and Marrowbone Creek. The dates are
1805 and 1815, respectively.

The 1930 census gives Burkesville's pop. as 886, including negroes.
In 1910 the pop. was 817; in 1820, 789, None of the pope of Cumberland co,
is foreign borm, and the negro pop. is scattered.

Daily passenger service by bus is maintained by independent opera-

tors between Glasgow and Burkesville., At Glasgow comnections can be made with

[
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the Greyhound bus line end the main line of the L & N Re Re Glasgow is 40 mi.
distant from Burkesville and is its nearest Re. Re pointe Hotel, banking,
telegraph, and telephone facilities are available,

The rock house in Cumberland coe. is regarded as a great natural
cuﬁgsity. It is situated N.E. of Burkesville not far from Creelsboro, in
Russell coe. It is 2 lofty arch of solid rock, 40 ft. in height, some 60 ft,
in breadth with a tall cliff overhanging it. In hizgh stages of water a portion
of the riv. rushes through the aperture with great violence down a channel
worn into the rock, and pours into the rive again about a mi. and a half
below, In ordinary stages of water the rock house is perfectly drye.

Burkesville Hill, immediately outside the corporate lipits of the
city, after which it is named, is regarded as one of the attractive landscapes
of the State. A broad winding road takes the traveler to the wvery top of the
rugged scenes of grandeur which lie in every directions On a clear day the
Cumberland Mts., some 756 mi. to the E., may be seen,

A flour mill, a savmill, a stave mill and an ice plant comprise
the industrial life of the city.

Four churches maintain buildings and conduct services regularly,

21
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Cumberlend Co, Transportation. (Golda Gibson- 410)

The nearest railroad to Burkesville is at Glascow,
Ky, 38 mi. west.

Bus transportation is by the Bruce Skoan line, which
passes through dazily, meking connections with the Southern
Greyhound busses at Somerset and Glascow,Kentucky, and
Sparta,Tennessee.

Burkesville is approached,from east and west, by Ky.2Q
end from the north by Ky 61l. These roads have been graveled
for the past few years; and 61 is now oil surfaced.
Twenty-three years ago there were only three miles of good

roads in the whole county.
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Published by the Kentucky Opportunities Department of Associated

Industries of Kentucky (Incorporated), 76-77 Kenyon Building, Louisville. Series mailed free on request.

General Description. Cumberland County
stands as an inverted pyramid with its sawed-off
apex resting on the Tennessee state line on a
meridian slightly west of that passing through
the capital of Kentucky. It was created out of
Green County—{rom which it is now far removed—
in 1798, and named after the river which winds
its way across the county in a southwesterly
direction. The area is 247,680 acres, of which
179,491 acres were in farm lands in 1925. Seven
farms are listed with acreages each ranging between
1,000 and 5,000. Elevations in the southern and
eastern parts of the county attain approximately
1,000 feet above sea level.

Population. Latest estimates of the Cen-
sus Bureau give the county a population of nearly
11,000, as compared with the Federal count of
10,648 in 1920. Records indicate that there are
no foreign-born inhabitants of the county. The
number of males between 18 and 44 years of age
in 1920 was 1,848, compared with 1,905 females
in the same age-group.

Mineral Resources.* The hard rocks of
Cumberland County consist of Paleozoic lime-
stones, sandstones, and shales, beginning with the
Upper Ordovician formations and extending up-
wards through the Devonian and well into the
upper Mississippian. Situated on the crest of the
Cincinnati Arch which passes through the westegn
part of Cumberland County, the normal structure
of this region is anticlinal or saddle-like. East of
the Cumberland River the rocks have a general
trend to the southeast, whereas those on the head-
waters of Marrowbone and Renox dip to, the

*Prepared by Willard R. Jillson, Director Kentucky Geological Survey.

northwest. These general or regional dips are
however modified at many points by local flexings
of pronounced degree, developing rather con-
spicuous minor anticlines and synclines, and
other associated features. No faults of consequence
are known to occur in Cumberland County.

The chief mineral resource of Cumberland
County is petroleum, which, with the relatively
small amounts of natural gas, is secured from the
Corniferous (Devonian), Sunnybrook, and Tren-
ton (Ordovician) sands. In 1925, 69,805 barrels
of oil valued at $162,451 were produced in Cum-
berland County. The greater part of this oil was
transported by the Paragon Pipe Line Company
from Burkesville to Glasgow in Barren County.

Limestones suitable for general rural building
and highway and railway-bed construction are
available at numerous points throughout the
county. In the eastern part of this district some
rather pure limestones of upper Mississippian
age occur in the ridge tops. These rocks might be
used for agricultural purposes.

Transported sands along the Cumberland
River are available for purposes of general con-
struction, and gravels suitable for road materials
are found in many of the creek beds. The De-
vonian shale outcropping throughout the course of
the Cumberland River is available if needed as a
future supply of artificial petroleum. An oil and

. gas. map of Cumberland County is available, and

the structure of the southern part of~ ?g’r_punty'
involving the principal oil-producing districts, is
also available in connection with parts of Monroe
and Clinton counties. The topography of the
southern part of Cumberland County has been



delineated to the scale of 1:62,500 on the Lillydale
Quadrangle. .

Bonded Indebtedness. Bonds to a total
of $100,000 have been voted by the citizens of the
county for purposes of highway development.

Surface and Soil. While the surface of
almost the entire territory is dotted with hills of
such prominence as to answer in many instances
to the description of mountains, there are numerous
valleys of pronounced fertility. Marrowbone
Valley, seventeen miles in length, and Crocus
Creek valley, of even greater length, are said to
be two of the richest soil deposits in the entire
state. The acreage described as farm lands in 1925
totaled 179,491, this county being one of the few
in Kentucky to show a steady increase from one
census period to another in the amount of area
devoted to agricultural purposes.

Water Supply. The Cumberland River en-
ters the county at the northeastern edge and
courses for an estimated distance of about 100
miles—so numerous and great are its bends and
turns—before emerging across the midwestern
boundary line. Marrowbone, Crocus, and other
creeks tributary to the Cumberland, together with
numerous springs, add to the excellent water and
drainage resources of the district.

Industries. Industrial activities are con-
fined principally to agricultural pursuits, oil
production, quarrying, stave manufacturing, and
saw mill operation. The oil production during the
summer of 1927 amounted to about 125 barrels
a day. Oil was discovered in Cumberland County
in 1828 by prospectors drilling for salt waters.
Several new wells were drilled during 1927.

Crops. The corn harvest in 1924 amounted
to 566,582 bushels. Hay production aggregated
12,508 tons, and the tobacco crop was 755,611
pounds. Over 16,500 bushels of white potatoes
were produced, along with 12,508 bushels of sweet
potatoes ani yams. Increasing attention is being
paid to orcharding, with a number of commercial
orchards under development. The apple harvest
in 1924 was 24,479 bushels from 18,422 trees of
bearing age. The county had 13,537 peach trees
of all ages. Firewood cut on the farms amounted to
23,191 cords. The value of cattle in 1925 was
8119,454; of swine, $115,657; and of mules,
$101,361. Milk production in 1924 was estimated
at 724,275 gallons, and all dairy products were
valued at $43,552. Eggs and poultry brought to
the farmers of the county that year nearly $160,000."

Transportation. The county is untapped’

‘by any, railroad. Daily communication by bus
service is maintained between Burkesville, the
county seat, and Glasgow.

Highways. A surfaced highway extends
from Burkesville for a distance of about nineteen
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miles, through Cumberland and Metcalfe coun-
ties, to the Barren County line. Construction
work is under way on the extension of this road
into Barren County, with prospects of a modern
highway to Glasgow by the end of 1928. Another
important road project under development is the
line to Columbia, some thirty miles to the north.
Still further highway development contemplated
in the next few years is the road from Burkesville
to Albany on the east. It is understood this will
become a Federal project.

Tourist Attractions. While access to the
county is at present not easy for tourists by
reason of undeveloped highways, scenic beauties
of unusual attractiveness reward tourists. Burkes-
ville Hill, immediately outside the corporate
limits of the town after which it is named, is
regarded as one of the most attractive landscapes
in the entire state. A broad, winding, metaled
road takes the traveler to the very top of the
rugged elevation to behold scenes of grandeur
in every direction. It is said that on a clear day
the Cumberland Mountains, some seventy-five
miles away, may be plainly seen.

Educational. The county has 4 white high
schools employing 9 white teachers, and 47 white
elementary schools employing 33 white teachers.
There are 7 elementary colored schools in the
county, with 8 colored teachers. Latest school
census figures show an average attendance of
2,748 pupils. There are no private schools or
colleges in the county.

Cities and Towns. Burkesville, the county
seat, is on the banks of the Cumberland River in
the geographical center of the county. It has a
population estimated at 1,000. The town has one
bank, a newspaper, 4 churches, 2 wholesale
houses, an ice plant, a flour mill, an ice factory,
and a saw mill. Marrowbone is the only other
banking town in the county.

Opportunities. Those well informed re-
garding the resources of the territory predict
early and pronounced development of Cumber-
land County following closely the completion of

highways opening it to easy communication with
the outside world. The unusual fertility of its
extensive valleys offers opportunity to those who
would engage in general farming.  Dairying,
sheep raising, and fruit growing are cited as
industries particularly inviting when avenues to
market are opened. Industries requiring native
timbers for their raw material may inspect the
county with profit, it is claimed, and the need of
a planing mill is particularly cited by citizens of
Burkesville.

References. Inquiries for specific informa-
tion about the county may be addressed to:

L. W. McGee, President Chamber of Com-
merce, Burkesville
" The Cumberland News, Burkesville
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Filler Copy

For release at any time

It is doubtful if there is a neighborhood in Kentucky in which there
cannot be found a Jew'!s harp, that treasure dear to the heart of almost
every growing boy. And yet it remained for research workers for the
Federal Writers' Project, a branch of W,P.A,.,, to correct the name of this
mouth organ in diwvulging another little kmovm item of interest about the
State. From Cumberland County these workers report that the name of the

instrument is not Jew'!s or Jews?! harp at all but "juice harp".
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