74@_-‘ \V ! i /_ / € _f.‘\c

-1~

Clay County

"an ~ct erecting a new count: 01t of tho counties o lladison, Knox,
enc Iloyd,.” ~pproved lace er £, 1806,
"Fren snd arter the first dey of april nexit, (18C7) cll that pawt

o the cofjuties of Madison, #nox, and Floyd, thav is included in the fol-
lowin; bounds, to wit: Beginning on the Kentuely Hiver, nidway between the
mouth of %“ou:s'3 and Sturgeon @reeks; thence alonyg the ridge that divides

the naters of Jturgeson and those of Poss's and Station Camp creek to the
dividing ridge hetween the waters of Kentucky and Rockcastls waters; therce
along said ridce ta tlie head of Horse Lick creek; thence down the said creek
To locloustle; thence down Nlockeastle to the stats road leading from Madi-
son ccurthouse t¢ the Cumberland Gap; thence along the said road to Lange
ford®s road leading to Goose cresx salt-works; thence with the cue to Sozk-
castle; thence up Rocxcastle to uue headj thence along the dividini: ridgs

betiscn the waters oi Cumberlcana und Mentucky to a point from whieci: by
running due east will pass by Collin's foric of Coose creek, midway between
Oui=lesi'c salt-works und Peter Turmond's; thence a course to strike the ridge
vetween Cumberland and Yentucky at the War Gap; thence with said ridge to a
point at w .ieb running northwest will sirike the mouth of Iott's Greek; thence
up lotty creek to the head; thence with the ridge dividing the waters of
Yentucky fron Licking to the hoad of ‘ulcksand; thence down (uicksand to
the Kentucky Piver; thence down the Zentucky River to the beginning; shall
oe one distinet county, to bte culled end known by the name of Clay." (Lit-

tsll, vol. 3, ch. CCXXLV, p. 338),

T1is act (above) directed the justices of the Heace to reet at the
house of hoovert 3aker, on the first court day alter the said division

to0K place. They were instructed to uppoint and qualify a elerk ==1 to
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Clay County

£ix ou a place for tlie perimmnent seat 9of jusiice. They wsra 1o hold court
at such pleces as they deemsed proper until the public buildings were erected.
The courts vere Lo ve held on the second lMonday in every month, except the
nonths in which the circuit_courts were held., The circuit courts wers to
be held on the second londay in the months of April, July and October, an-

nuully (Littell, vol. 3, ch. CCCXLV, D, 338). Fraukfort, Ky. 18ll.

Clay County, othe 47th in orrlér oi’ formation, was numsed in honor of
General Craen Clay. 1 is bounded north by Owsley and Breathitt, east by
Breatiitt and Perry, south by Harlan end Enox, west Ly Jackson and lawrel
Counties. (Collins).

Boundary Changes

By an act approved February 8, 1812, & part of Clry Coune, was edied

to tre {erritory of Madison County. (Littell, vol. 4, ch. CCCXCII, p. 408).

Franifori, Ky. 1814.
By an act approved January 14, 1815, a part of Clay County was added

to the territory of Estill County. (Littell, vol. 5, ch. CXCL, p. 162).

Frankfort, Fy. 1819.
By an ect aporoved Ilovember &, 1820, Perry County, in pert, was forme

ed froo the terrivory of Cley (&ud -loyd County). (acts of 1817-20, ch. IX,

2s 15). Frankfort, ¥y. 1818, 119, is:0.

Jy an act epproved Decerber 12, 1825, Lawrel County,in part, was forme
ew iron the territory of Clay (Rockeustle, knox and hitiey). {Acts of 1825«
26, ch. 29, p. 28). PFrankfort, Ky. 1826.

By an uct wpproved February 8, 1839, Breathitt County, in part, was

formed fron the territory of Clay (Perry and Estill). (Acts of 1838-39,

ch. 1192, p. 144). rrankiort, %y. 1839.
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Clar County

gJoundery Clunges-—concluded

3y an act &, sroved January 1Z, 1843, u portion of Cluy Cowily wus adfe

ed to tlLe territory of Perry County. (Acts of 18:2=13, ch. 4, pe 9)s Frank-

rort, ¥y. 1843.
B an act approved Janusry 23, 18431 Ows.ey County, in pert, was form=

ed iron tne territory of Cley (iIstill and Breathitt). (icts of 18iZ.44, ch.

43, p. 11). TIrankiort, Ky. 1843, 1845.
3y an act asproved Lecenber 9, 18850, a slight change was ®de in the

soundary line vetween Clay and Perry Counties. (Lets of 1850-51, vol. I,

che 57, 5. 14). Frankfort, Iy. 1851.

vay an act approved January U, 1852, a change was made L. tio bounform

line Yeiweer Clay ani Harlan Cow.iles. (Acts of 18561-52, ch. <71, ¢, 723

ivol. ) Fraudor:, fy. 1800,
3- an act approved Februzry 2, 1858, Jackson Countr, in part, was
formed Tion the territory of Cley (ladison, Estill, Owsliey, Laurel =2nd

Pockecastle). (acts of 1857-58, vol. 1, ch. 167, p. 18). TFrankfert, Xy.

1858.
B an act approve’. April 26, 1836, u clunge was nade in the boundary

line between Clay and Laurel Counties (icts of 1885-86, vol. 2, ch 8238,

De 225). IFrunkfort, Iy. 1836.

% an act approved February £7, 1890, another change was nade in the

towc€ary line Letween Clay and leurel Counties (iAcis of 1889-90, vol. 1,

che 259, D. )« Trankfort, 7. 1890.
3y @n act approved lareh 28, 18950, furiiier changes were made in the
ooundary line between Clay and Laurel Counties (Aicts of 1889-90, vol: 1,

che 462, De 978).
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CLAY COUNTY

POST-0FFICZS IN 1874
(Spelling of names follows that used in

Big Creek
House's Store

Laurel Creek

(COUNTY SEAT LISTED IN 1874 IN CAPITALS)

1874)
MANCHESTER

Sexton's Creek
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IAanci: 8L6Ir,;C0., 880G a

Tatlh otel, Small

Surning oprings.
Small hotel = car storajge = ratos 41,00 per day,



Ciab- coun‘ty, Ra]_ph Halcot‘.“:b

Annual Svents.

O
&

the 30th, or on the Sunday following, of lay, Decoration

TCay services is helds, On this day people gather at the various cemeteries

to decorate the graves of their ‘loved ones. They have all=day services, and

dinrer on the ground. The msetingsjjgre sponsored by the people who live in,

the wvariocus communitieses

Thanksgiving Day is a day set aside by men and boys of this county

tc prove their marksmanships They meet at certain places, as stores, and
buy chickens and turkeys to put up as targets at a certain distances The
charge ranges from 5¢,to three shots for 25¢s They get lots of fun from
this, and the best marksman carries home most of the meats It is sponsored
T rmen and boys of the neighborhood,

Easter Sunday is a jolly day for 1ittle girls and boys, and the
rajority of the elder peoplee. Sunday Scheool classes sponsor an egg hunt,
The ezzs are boiled at home and then carried to the churchs The youngsters

ere kept in a bullding, while some of the elder people hide the eggs in the

grass, leaves, etce Then the eggs are all hidden, the children are released

from the buildingz, and go to hunt the egzse The one who finds the largest
rumter of eggs receives the prize,

About the last of September the country teachers put on a
School Fair for ‘he eutertaimment of their children. It is sponsored by

the teachers, supervisors, and superintendents; each teacher pays $2.00




lay county, Ralph Hajcomb

ard then is eligible to enter all events, They mest at each high school
districte

Fourth of July celebratiéns and Fairs were once held at lanchester
and McKee,but they ar- not anﬂmcre.

Some of the schools throug}{ \)ut Jackson and Cley counties have &
PTA (Patent-Teachers Association). The parents of the district meet at the
school once a week and discuss the problems that arise. They are always
wil'ing to cooperate with their teachers for t he betterment of thair childrens
They often put on programs, which are very interesting. It is sponsored by
the parents and teachers.

Near the last of December, around Christmas time, schools put on
a progran and call it "The Christmas Tree", Here near Christmas—time parents
have the opportunity of wvisiting the school and seeirg their children perform
on a stage; parents seem to enjoy thise It is sponsorec by the teacherse

When the primary election comes up, candidates of'ten sponsor a
barbecue. Ilere people can listen to the speeches of great men who are to

serve them in public 1ife. This meeting is always held at the coupty seat.

Reference Sources:

Raleigh Hornsby, Teacher, Fall kock, age 30
Vernon Reese, Fzrmer, Chestnutburg, Ky. age 32.
James Halcomb, Farmer, Vine, Ky. Aze 30.

Lrse Je As Cl2rk, Burning Springs, Kye. age 68.
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Cray coe, Kye Payph lajcomb

The smajj gemeare, Squirrey, rabbits, Cprosuns, fox, ra

and are found on the Ford property.

ccoon,

On this tract of jand one may ajso find many wijd pjants,

such as: Indian turnip, wijd onlon, cow cucunter, etce Thers are

many wiyd birds common to ‘this didtrict, they are the:

Red bird Tirens
Byue 3ird Frickers
Jays wood hens
Pneasants Quaiqs
lartin Sparrows

The mountain sPreams contwin gjume Tish, the Jack etc.
and in the cjear vaijey streans may be found an abundance of Ferch
suckers, sajmon, and herring.

It is ajso not vnusumg for e visitér in the mountains
Lave an unpyeasuat encounter with the mountein rettqe snake and tls

copper head,

Reference source:
Fol1y r-nsford, Burning Springs, Kye

er Pennington, Burning Springs, Ky

{ 23]
w
ct

(¢

inda Hajcomb, Burning 3prirgs, Ky
Ivy durtey Vine, Kentuclsg
Zan Whittymore, Vine, Xenftucky

Sinda llajcomb, Burni:g Springs, X
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The Burning Spring, about 9 miles II. /. of lianchester, on the Zast

fork of Sexton's creek, has sent forth gas with unabated energy since

its first discovery in 1798. On the liest fork of the same creek, the gas
sieves through four acres of ground; and without being ignited, presents

a grand scene of glowing lLight. The debris from the surrounding hills

has covered up the fissures in the earth leading to the source of this
constant flow of gas. It is not known what produces this gas, but it
exists in inexhaustible volume, and will burn at different points miles
apart, with a soft, steady, curling, tenacious flame, (which can only be
extinguished with persevering efforts); and not with the brash, flickering,
irregular light of the gas from the salt deposits. CI??’?’)

Names.-=Collins' fork took its name from the first settler; Red Bird

fork and Jack's creek, from two friendly Indians bearing those names, to

P -

whom was granted the privilege of hunting there; they were both murdered

for the furs they had accumulated, and their bodies thrown into the water .
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Burnirg Springs, Clay oae., Ky. Jalph laloomb

{_a=d Lo:doa Stazf)
by «pugh ~idge, with its many spi*uoo' plicae Ul
Ome mile Es of the urtesian woll mentioced abowe is o 3

high kuob or elevation wiich affords a splondid view over mauy
miles of the surrou:ding count®y, From hore Hye 31 hivmy may \D(\%

be seen wiudiig the wvalleys for miles and miles, a.d the rolling S, /
1i1ls a.d many nounbuin streams,

Four ni, He He of Surnip “pri ss is a oave, called
"Irdian Cawe", which ia thougat to haww 0.0® besea i:zhabited by

Indians,



Box | Fi€g]
COHIST

Clay County Ralph Halcomb

Beliefs, an. curess.

When you had a stye on your eye, a particular person could
send you over a nearby hill and heve you sit on a 1oz, shut your eye,
and 1ook and point toward the sun, whild he would say something; in two
days the stye would be gone.

The c¢child havirg the "Thresh", as they call it, can be
cured by certain persons blowing into the child's mouthe. Cther
persons only had to kmow the child's name and age.

Certain persons save the power to heal burns, by bLlowing
6a the burns and saying somethi g to themselves, Tie person able to
cure burns must never tell any or her relatives how this is done;‘if

she does she will immediately lose her power, If she finds a person

that is a non-relative of hers ard that beliewves in the healing, she
can tell this person and they will also have the powere |
The old people plant certain crops w:en the signs are right;
one o0ld lady got mixed up in her signs and had her pabatoes cut and
planted on Friday. After seeing that she had made a mistake and
should have waited unti] the next day, Saturday, to plant them,
immediately had the potatoes dug up and put them into a bucket untii
ghe next days Of course she raised a good crop of potatoes.
A good many people in the past have had trouble churning

L

mi1¥ which was prepared for making butters 1In case of the trouble
of this sort they would place a pemay in the bottom of the churn
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Zlay county Ralph iialcomb

and the butter would come immediatelye.

Another method used by "Unels Burgie" Chapel, "a witch-doctor”
was £ 0 put the milk on a stove and boil it, then take a switch and whip
it until the milk was all whipped away.

Tie have a woman near Burning Springs who can stop e
perscn's nose from bleedings This haa been tried by many persons
and 211 say it workse.

Practically all old pecple keep a horse-shoa over thelr
door, 80 as to have no bad luck enter, People of today keep a r.orse=
shoe in the fire in the spring of the year to keep the hawks zway

from their baby chicks,

Refersence Sources:

Ciark Ee. Chestnut, teacher, Burning Springs, Kye

Ellie Chestnut, farmer, age 60, Burning Springs, Ky

Roscoe Pennington, farmer, Burning Springs, Ky.

Lillie Thestnut, old resident, age 63, Burning Springs, Ky

delen Chestnut, Burning Springse

3
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Customs: Death & Burial CLAY CCUNTY Ralph ZHolcomb @

wakes and vigils with the dead are thought to be the proper thing with

some of our holiness peoplee The body of the dead is never left alonee . -~

¥t. Vernon, Rockcastle Co., Ky. Robert liullins
Customs: Death & Burial

Vhen a person dies their body is usually embalmed and left at the home
of relatives and neighbors come to "sit-up" with the corps, the body is never

left alone., The body is usually buried within two days.
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Customs: Courtship & Larriage GLAY COUNTY Ralph HoTooub™ | VA
Cour 7z,

The country boys anc pirls are handicapped compared to the city dwellers
in the matter of tneir courtshipse. The boy and girl carry on their courtship
under the watchful eyve of the parents of the girl for the reason that the entire
fanily gather about the log fireside. However, the youngsters are very slye.
¥inks and snmiles play no small part in the game of loves The more alert boy
ir his courtship about the fireside on Saturday hights will suggest that the
girl assist him in carrying in fire woode This is an old game that the elders
of the hcusehold resorted to in their younger days; but it serves the purpose for
the younz people being alone a few minutes as well today as in the hey day of
their elders. lot many boys being in the country own a car and their mode of
travel is on horseback. If the boy meets the approval of the girl's parents the
fatrer of the girl will take the horse to the barn and unharness it, when the
young men cells on the girle. He also invites the young man to have dinner with

theme The favored lad usually stays at the house of the girl all day on Sunday.

Custors: Courtship & larriage CLAY COUNTY

The custom in this country are for the engégement of the couple to be
announced, then the wedding date is set, if parents are willing for the weddinge.
Charvivaris.

On the eve of marriage the bride and bridegroom are charvivaried, by
making noise such as shooting, and beating old pans and cans, and they usually

ride the groom on a rail.
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Customs: Amusements 2 g Ralph Holecomb

COHIST @

When corn has matured men hitch up their little brones and go to the

Corn Husking

field to bring in the corn. V¥hen it has been husked he takes a chain and
hooks around the rumner of the sley to keep the load from running over the donkey.

Donation Parties.

At our churches we have donation parties. Ve take up a collection for
the minister or help some poor man in case of emergency. Ve oftern at our schools
have box-suppers and the money is spent for the benefit of the schools Girls
bring the boxes and the boys bring the moneye. ie have an auction to sell the
boxes and after the boxes are sold a race for the prettiest girl, the ugliest
men, or the most henpecked man is held.

Candy~-Pulling

Vihen parties are planned or socials are held we have candy pullings for
part of our amusement.
Quiltings

Very often we as mountain people have "Workings" men are invited to a
fencing, clearing, sprouting, and etc. The women have guiltings and when the
quilt is finished four young girls and boys get at each corner of the guilt and
place & cat in it. They shake the quilt and the cat jumps out. Tthat ever
directicn the cat makes his leap that girl will be the next to be married.
House raising are often including in tne "workings".

Spelling Bees

Spelling; bees are held in our country graded schools. This is part of
our sonetimes Friday afternoon pro, rams. Our purpose is to prepare for e speller

to enter our scliool faire
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Food and Clothing

Sxirts and bodices are not used any more, neither are old
time nizht clothes and shoes, Galluses are used some alsc old shawls
are used to go around rhe shoulders of the old ladies and babies are
sometimes wrapped in o0ld shawls.

Our people wear overalls and coarse shoes to work in. The women
wear sun-baennets and plain dresses. The children go btarefooted but no
women or mene ' .

Wonmen do most of the preserving and curing of vegetables do
their owm housework, rhe milking and other work around the houses
Apples and beans are dried and cannede Other foods that can be dried are

made up in this manner, although there is lots of canning done hsree
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If the j1eft eye "itches" the person wiyl be pjeased, but if the
right eye "itches" that person wiy) crye

If the finger vaiis have "specks" or discojored marks on them, it
indicates that the individuaj has to1d that number of jiese

If one takes e hair from the head eand draws it through the fingers,
if the hair curys it indicates the person to have an erratic tempere

‘Crooked teeth denotes stinginesse If wood wijl not split, spit
on it and make the sign of a cross under the knee. To moisten the
fingers with sajiva wijj start the circujation of bjced ir a foot that
is "asieep".

To jocate jost articies:

Spit in the jeft hand, and strike the salive with the forefinger of
the right hend, the direction in which the sajliva goes indicates the pjace
to 100k for the jost articie. Certain words must be said as foljowss

"Spitty Spat, Spitty Spat,

Vhere is my=--====- ( name the articie jost)
Reference Source:
John Ge VWWnite Age 44, Burning Springs, Kentucky
Te Co Reese Age 67, Burn'ng Springs, Kentucky
Ce He C%mpball Age 32, Burning Sprirgs, Kentucky
Den Vhittymore Age 42, Vine, Kentucky
James fajconb Age 30, Burning Springs, Kentucky

7
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Some of the old fashioned tools umed today are the cradel, corn husker, corn
sheller and fire side tools are also used. The old time shoe mending tools are
still in usesMost of the country peopls do their own shoe mendinge.

1141k vessels are still used, the large two gallon buckets and also a small
strainer: The churn and 1id is still used to make butter from the cream. Then
the churn is almost full of cream and it is thick or clabbered, then is the time
to make butter from the milke.

Persons of one family do not have any special place at the table, country
pecple are also glad to have visitors and make them feel at home. Vhen seating
the gurest at the table they take their places with the guest at the head of the
teble. The children eat at the table with the grown folks unless there are g
crowd, the children then have to wait until the seccnd table 1s served. The
housewife wait on the table when there is company.

The side saddles are not all gone, on occasions a women can be seen using
the side saddles lost people travel by autos and wagonse. The horse is used for
traveling on rough roadse

The rethods of time keeping is b;” clock most of the country peopls owm

clocks, and some can tell time by the sun.
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Customs : CLAY COUNTY RALPT HOLCOMS 2
The frow is still used by men in the country who make boards. Some

farmers still use the cradle in taking care of their wheat and oats. There

are a few corn shellers in the country. Hearth side tools and utensils are

about a thing of the past, for there are not many who cook on an open fire

place now. There are not many old fashioned water buckets. Iilk vessels and

churn; are brought up to the modern style. There are a few hand mills and

water mills around in the county. Looms, spinint wheels, and frame are about

all gone. There are a few kept just because they are antigue. Company or

strangers are helped at the table first, children wait until the second table

is served. In town they eat in the kitchen if there are many guests at the

dining table. If just one or two guests they come to the table with the others.
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Clay co., Ky.

Lexirgton Research
fv-r“ k.
("lme Archdeacon)

Bituminous coal ias the E_i:?p‘l mineral resource of Clay countye
One of the greatest but at the pressat time very slightly developed
resources of Clay county is natural gas, this mineral being ppominent
identified with the Rockcastde River Uplift and other minor antiocline
features in the vicinity of Onelda and elsewhere. 01l in some
quanities has also been produced in 01;1 ocounty, the production of
each of these resources conming principally from the "Coraiferous™
(Dovoniadl) "Big Lime™ and"Big Injun® ( Missippippian) limestone
and calcareocus sandstones at medium depths. Clay county also conm
tains sands suitable for gereral oonstruotiom purposes and somes rather
coarse gravel deposits, theae being +transported, or fluvatile deposits
found in stream bed or in flood plain maxkimyix position. Residual
clays and some transported olays in this county might be used for
ordinarily brick making, Saline and similiar mineral wanters have

- et A Yaimd Bm +ha

——

vieinity of Manshestsr from natural brines secured by drilled wells
from Coal measure sandstones at shallow depthse Within recent

years these excellent mineral waters have been abondoned.

S5

Bibliography
Source of Materials Ceology and Mineral Resources of EKentucky
by Willard Rouse Jillson, The Kentucky Geologiocal Survey, 1928
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There are a few spring houses in the country. It is cool around a
épring the house being built over or around the spring and the water runs
through it and keeps the foods and milk cool. Cellars are built in different
places in the country sometimes they are built under the house and other times
they are built close to the housse The cellars are far enough under ground to
keep the vegetables from freezing. Country folks usually preserve meats by
smoking them and keeping them in a smoke houses. Most people dry fruits and
vegetables they keep them for winter use.

There are very few if any side saddles now. People who live along
rough roads and those with little money still travel on foot or in a wagon.
Since there are good roads in many places, cars are fast takin: the place of
other vehicles.

Most all families have a clock but years ago dials and shadows were
used in telling the time. Country folks are still inclined to zo by the sun.
They depend on it so much they can tell pretty well just what hour of the day
it ise
Customs WHITLEY CCUNTY Alice Baird

Table Customs

The male members of the family are served before the female; the head of the house
gits at the head of the table. lihen there are visitors the children wait for
the older members to eat. The head of the family passes the food around the

teble. lNo one eats until all are servede




Burniag Soriags, Clay cos., Xy. Ralpa Halcomd

Barly Settlement and Development. 230, 250

Clay co. was settled in 1806, when the Vhite, Garrard
and Baker families came from ¥Wa., aand settled at Garrard a small
village ear what is now the towm of llanchester. Their chief
occupation at that time was rumning a salt foundry., Feople
came for miles and miles to buy their salt supply for the winter,
People were too poor to buy their supply of salt and would gather
wagon loads of pine knots and take to trade for thaéir supply.-
This salc foundry began to attract the attention of settlers,
and they flocked to Garrard and farther dovm the river to the
place known as Manchester. lkanchester was formerely celled
Greenville, but the name was changed to lanchesters

Manchester has grown to be a large mountain towm with
merchants, doctors, lawyvers, and other business mMene All over
the state of Kentucky HManchester has a rough name, but in lianchester
may be found as friendly and courteous people as you could expect

to meet anywhere,

County Buildings. 615
Court House. Then the new court house is finished, Clay county

will have had three court houses on the same spotes The first old
wood structure was torn dovm and a new one erected in 1836 of stone
end bricke This building burned in 1936, and a new one is being

built of stones with WPA fundse.
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Jurning Sprinzs, Clay co., Ky. Ralph Halcomb

This building located on a hill, overlooldng the towm of lManchester
and Goose Creek River, It will be equipped with Electric lights
and rumning water,.

The stone to build the old court nhouse in 1886 was
hau’ed by oxen and wagon, which would be a real show to some people
of todaye In 1886 the stone was pulled on the mountain by

oxen, and in 1936 the stone is being hauled by larze motor truclks,

Transportations £00.
In 1913 a railroad was built through Clay co. to

Manchester, which was the chief shipning poiat until 1925,

Then a highway was built from 3Berea, in Kadison co., through

lianchester to London, This highway is knowm as Ky. 21,

At the present time most of the shipping is done by motor trucks.

Reference Source:

Wme Rice, County Attorney, Clay.
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Folk Lore - Clay County

Quaint custonms, relating to remedies for ills of the body, which haww
been practiced for generations by people of the Xentucky mountain recicn, a-e
still in vse in Clay County. Some of these are; the application o trew s

and vi egar for sprains and rheumatic pains; turpentine aend lard for =

wounds; sassafras root tea for colds; yellow root an” ginsens for “sprin: %
bitter sweet for bone diseases; rock candy and whiskey for 7, »3 barks, r<

berries, leaves and weeds made intc an ooze for sprains end bruises.
5 3o o 3K ok 3K ok KoK ok o ok ok ok o K
ilany farmers plant corn according to firm belief in certain *‘=es * =
planting - if not, per schedule, the corn "won't come up," it will "r~e tee
high," or it will be "too far up on the stalk."
ook dkooi e ok O ok ok e 3k ok ok K ok ko
Sorghum meking in Burning Springs, Caly County, is preetize’ = .e-
cene is cut in September, and hauled to the mill where it is oaru--»" "eresd
twe large roller presses. The juice is boiled down in great vear-i:
evaporation leaves sor hum molasses. The last batch is termed t:» ¢° °~
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lomen in Clay County continue to perform many of the tuas., s “e ¢
lot of the pioneer. They milk, 'ut do not cut wood. They help U et
et times, and soap making is generally practiced. Spinnins la dore b AR
s

of the homes, but weaving has entirely passed out. DMany of the = =2n

e mattreas wnd
socks. Carpetbags and side saddles are still used and thn ahit =a7%7%!

s o (R} . st TR,
feather bed are still to be found. Apples are still dried o 7€
sk 35 e o 3 o K ek 360k ok ook ok ok sk ok
/
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In some of the larger cemeteries, Decoraticn Day is celebrated with en
ell=day basket dinner observance.

o ok K

An o0ld man in Red 2ird Creek still makes guns by hand.

e o e

Reference Sources:
lirs., Sinda Halcomb, Burning Springs
John Smith end Ellis Chestnut (farmers) Burning Springs

John Vebb, (Webb Hotel) Manchester



l.
f" JJ‘ )
Al AN
0) ¥\
u \
iwanchester, Clay co., Xy Pearl House

F'olklore & Folkways

xact words of one

W

The following story of slave days is tne
who nad the bitter experience of slavery. Sophia Vord, vwho is
now ninety-nine (99) years of age, born Februaty 2, 1837. Ghe
tells me sne was in bondageﬁfor ninetcen jears acd nine months.

I snall repeat just as sue told ihe story.

I wuz here in time of iexican war a.d seed 'em gel up
voluniteers to gZo0. They waz dressed in trown and bands played
"Gar Hunting 3Shirtis Are Fringed with Doe ind Away Ve uarcn To
mexico".

iy grandmotner came straight from iirica and waz adctioned
off ana bougnt by wil_iam Relds .atuer. wnen ae aied William
fieids innerited my motnsr. lother marrizu a cates aind nad ten
of uas children.

Qur uaster didn't auction oif his slaves as .ae oulner
masters would for ne was a betiler master t.ian st of tnena
Wnen he siarited to sale one of us he would go oat ana talk to ihe
0ld slave trader like he wuz g'wine to sale a cow or somethin and

then he woald come back to git thhe slave e wanted. Tiils waz the

vay my mothers' brother and sister wuz sold. w.en uie otner nastersy
at other places sold a slave tney put the slave on tiie ausction
o

block andé thae slave trader nad a long whop that ne nlt them with

to see 1f they could junp around and wuz sironge The Largest and
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sirongest person brought the money,

1 waz a slave ninetcen yeahs and nine monnths but somehow
or nutner I didn't belong to a real mean set of people. The
white folks said I was the meanest niger thai ever wuz. Cne
day my «istress Lyndia called fer we to come in the house, but
no, 1 wouldn't zo0. Sne walks out and says she is g'w8ne aake
g gOa So sne takes and drags me in the house. Tnen 1 grats
inat wnite wowan, when she turnsd aer vack, and shook her until
siie begged fer mercy, when the wmaster comes in, 1 waz given a
terrivle cteating with a whip tat I did'nt care fer 1 give the

mistress a good'un too.

-

w2 lived off to the back of tae masters house in a litile

£ cabin, tnat hed one winder in the side. Vig lived tobly well

£

nd didn't starve fer we nad enougn to eat but we didd't have

)

as good as the masier and mistress had. we wouald slip in the

g

roase after the wastler and mistress wuz sleeping and cook to

suit oar selves ai.d cook whati we wanted. i
Tne lLiistress had an old parrot aind one day I wuz in the

kitchen making cuokics, and I decided I wanted some of them so

I tooks wme out soase and put inem on a chair and wnen I did inis

the mistress entered the door, I picks up a cushion and throws over

tne pile of cookies on the chnalr and the mistress eame near tne

cnair and tne ola parrot cries out, ".istress burn", "ilistress

“iawmmll tmnan tha miaetraasas lonoks under the cushion and she nhad
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e wihupped but the next cday 1 killed tue parrot, and s.e ofte
wondered w.o or what killed tne cirde.

I've seen whole pigs roasted tefore open rire places and
vihen 1t wuz done we would put a nice red apple in its mouth and
the big w.ite folks company that come would eat of tnis delicious
dishe Sometiues we had to bake pies for a week to supply the
coupany that wuz invited to our maéters and misiresses housee.
They served elatorate dinnées and hundreds of guest wzere invisede.

My master wuzn't as imean as most masiers. Hugh Vhite wvaz
so mean to his slaves that I Know of two gals tnat killt tnemselfs
One niger gal sudie wuz found across tiie cted with a pen xnife in
ner nhand. ne wvhipped anotiier niger _.al most to death fer fergiting
to pat onions in the stewve. <ne next day sne want dowﬁ to the
river zna fer nine days tney searcned fer her and ner body finally
wash2d upon iihe suora. The iwaster could never live in that house
again as vhen he would go to sleep ne would s:ze the nigger shanding
ovsr nis bed. Then he moved to Richmond and tiiere he stayed until
a littke while later when he hung himself.

our clotnes wuz madz from cotton and linsey. Cotton wuz
used in the sua.mer and linsey fer the winisre So.etimes oar

clotiies wuz yeller ciiecked and most tiue red. Our stockings waz

made of coarse yarn fer winter to wear with coarse shoeas. we had

high topped shoes fer Sunday.
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after ne had entered tne first room and on his way
1o tne second one ne heard soft sieps behind nim, just
the rythm nis wife used vwhen she was walking guletly about
the hoise, sne followed him all tnrough the rooms and
wnen ne reacced tne Kitchen door, he opened it and walked
oat palling the door blosed behind him. aAs he was leaving
the porch ne neard tue soft steps retreating.

after tinis time he heard nis wife wslk about often

and nis life was always in aisery and ne was forever

another man, George .ord, says: " he neard a ghost
i tnis sawe aodse". Jim Far.er, tne owner of the hou se
at tnat time was murdered in it owne night. The night
Far.ar laid a corpse, George was sitting on tne porch
gating an apple, he heard soms grocaning and was terrible
‘rigntendd and threw the apple away, sovn he heard tine
rnoiss again, and he immediately left the house.

Several families living in this house nave been
cotnered by naunts, they say, and they all tell the saaue

ort of storiese. The house is situated near s“anchester

(0]

.d now nas been re_.aired and remodsled but still souwe

0

sople say "There are things to be neard and scen tnere".

e
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Tane witches use to be powerfully bad here but they haint
as bad as they used to be. I can well remember Nance Jones
that used to witch the cow and make her give bloody milk, the
milX woald have to be boiled then whi ped with switches, this
would punish the witch and if she come or sent someone to borrow
anyiaing we would Know she wuz sick and if you didn't let ner
nave wnat she sent for she would die.

llancy Freeman wuz vorse she would bewitch people and nave
tnem in bed sick for jyearse. Once a man took-iier picture and
taczed i upon a tree and shot a hole thru her h eart with a silver
tullet and she died. You can take a witch picture and snoot shen
tarougnh ihe heart with a silver bullet and tasy will die.

I1've szed ten thousand of tne Union 3Soldiers and a grezat
many of tne rebel soldiers.  +ue Rebel soldiers wou ld take
evarything they could get their hands on but I never did know

of ine Union Solaier taking anything. The rebels have stole my

asters cows and horses and we wodld rave t® hide the meat in g

2]

cox and bury it in tne ground.
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Foikiore and Customsé

Eajjoween night, October 31st is the time given over to al]l young and old
alike for the indujgence of pranks, jokes, and the te1ling of ghost storiea.
Jack=0-janterns are placed in froﬁ£ of houses and at cross roads to
frizhten people, ‘Parties are hejd in the cormunities and the guests
attend in disguise, the men wearing women apparell end visa versa. Usually
a guessing contest is held to determiae the reaj idaﬁ&ty of the guestse.

These parties and the mistaken identdas prove very amusinge

Fourth of Juily

Fourth of July and county fair cejebration wers formerly held in lanchester
but are now discontdnusad,. ;::zﬁﬁ::
lany peopie beliaveAif a zround hog sees his shadow he wijj go back

into his den and there wil] be forty more da's of winter weather.

Customs of Human jife.

Mdany mothers in this country bejieve that atea for their young off-
sprizg is very necessary for their hegith. The tea is composed of the
Aa
foyjowing herzss  Rattjewsed, 37ﬁaapari11a, mullin, burdock, and cherry

tre2 bark.

Courtship.

The country boys and girls are handicapped compared to the city

dweilers in the matter of their courtshipse The boy and giry carry an
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their courtship under the watchful eye of the parents of the giry for

the reason that the entire famijy gather about the jog firesides. However,
the youngsters are very .s']:y , winks and smijes pjay no smal] part in the
geme of love., The more alert boy in his courtship about the fireside oh
Saturday nights wij] suggest that the gir] assist him in carrying in fire
woode This is an 01d game that the ejders of t he household resorsed to
in their younger days; but it serves the purposé for the young people
being ajone a few minutes as well today as in the hey day of their ejderse.
Not many boys being in ths country own a car and their mode of travej is
on horseback, If the boy meets the approva)l of the giri's parents the
father of the giry wijl take the horse to the barn eand unharness it, when
the young man calls on the girje He ajlso invites the young man to have
dinner with theme The favored j1ad usually stays at the house of the

gir1 211 day on Sunday.

Marriage
The custom in this country are for the engagement of the coupje to be
announced, then t e wedding date is set, if parents are willing for the wedding.

-

Deathe

Dogs howling at night i1s an ojd tradition that death wijl occur soon
in the famijye Wakes aad vigils with the dead are thouzht to be the proper
thing with some of our holiness peopjee The body of the dead is never jeft

alonde
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Cha:'é' varise

On the eve of marriage the bride and bridegroom are cha.r/'ivariod, by

making noise such as shooting, and beating ojd pans and cans, and they '
——

usually ride the groom on a raile

Sociat Cusbon.

01d time square dances are held frequentily at private lhomes, and -ere

people amuse themsselves by dancing together, 1arge crowds attend the dances,

The music is furnished by string instruments,

Singing Schools.

Masic is not taught to such a great extemt in Ciay County. Tie have
o few music teachers fthat organize a sinjing schoojl for thé brief intermals

however 1ittje interest is manifested in these schoolse

Corn Euskinge
When corn has matured men hitaoh up their 1ittile brones and jo to 2e
fie1d to bring in the corne Wnen it has been jusked he takes a chaia s=d

hooks around the runner of the sjey to keep the joad from running over the

——

donkeye 2

’

Donation Partiese

L4
At our churches we have donation parties. TWe take up a solleetis= Jaw

-
the minister or hejp nome poor man in case of emergencye o ofte= at >

a - ¢ - =Y
schools have box-supjers and the money is spent for the cenefit o T3 Beisle
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Girys bring the boxes and the boys bring the moneye 1o have an auction to
se11 the boxes and after the boxes are sold a race forthe prettiest girj,

the ugzliest man, or the most henpecked man is heilde.

Candy-pulling

When parties are pjanned or socials are held we have candy pullings

for part of our amusement,

Quitings.

Very often we as mountain peopls have "Workings" men are invited to a
fencing, clearing , sprouting, and etce The women have quiitings and when
the quilt is finished four young g£iris and boys get at each corner of the
quilt and prace a cat in ite They shake the quilt and the cat jumps out.
What ever direction the oat makes his jeap that girj will be the next to

be marriede House raisings are often incjuding in the ™workings".

Spej1ing Becse

Spe11ing bees are held in our country graded schoolse This is part
£ our sometimes Friday afternoon programse Our purpose is to prepare

for a spejler to enter our school faire

Manner of eatiqg.

In this section aj] elders eat first then the chijdren and the women
eat jasts They do not have any specia] manner to serve the foodes When

they sit down to egt the head of the house tejls them to help or to serve

Themse]1vese
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If any one wears yellow he is considered jeajous, if he wesars _reen
ne is ashamed of himssif, if he wears red he is in jove., DBonnets are
wora by some of the ojder women of this place, and most every woman wears

a bonnet in the springoof the year.

Religzious customse

T/hen members bejlong to a churchand do wrong then two of t.e deacons
go and tajk to him, at three different timese If he confesses and says
he is guilty and asks for their forgivensss they wij]l 1et him remain in the
churzh, If he refuses to give his confession he is turned out of the church,
Any oune who is quajified to teach the Gospe] can preach in this county.
Ministers are ejlected or chosen to preach at a certain church every year,
Hs receives no salary, only donations and offerings from the clhurch.
The holiness people have foot washings at their churchas, but this is ths

on1y church that has this custome

Peference Sources:

Je Le Pemmington, Minister, Vine; Ky. Age 56
Vernon Reese, Farmer, Chesnutburg, Kye Age 34
Sinda Hajcomdb, Housewife, Burning Springs, Age 59
Clark Z. Chestmt, Teacher, Burning Springs, Age 34

Wiilie Cornett, Teacher, Surning Springs, Acze 39

Yary Pemington, Housswife, Burning Springs, Age 9.
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Followays, Custonms.

Holidayse Hew Years, Lincoln's birtnday, and lashiaguon's birthday

N

are not celebrated very wiclely in this cowntye Ou Ste Valeniine's Day
psople send cards to friends and relatives, and on Aoril Fcol's Bay
young; people send {oolish letsers to friends and sweethearts. Thef zet
ruch amusement by playing pranks on each other,

Decoration Day is one of our most widely celebrated days.

4

iéople sather at cemeteries and decorate with Ilowers the sraves of their
loved onese. At lerjzer cemeteries, neople sather and have all=day meeti=zngs

and dimmer on the srounds A field day is set for the Fourth of July, and

people comsete in horse ra.es, oot races, jumping, and etce Thanksziviug

3
~

Da:r is celebrated by men hunting, aid gathering Jor old=-time shooting matches,

hrisktmas is our most widely celebrated holiday. In schools we have

o

(@]

6hristmas trees anc nrograms for “he amserment oi =ie parents and children .
50.°¢ meople collect Indian arrow=iheads wund paint them different

oo

coiors,wnich is very nices Toiiza collect Patches for quilis, a:d from

these they piece manyv differnt patterns of auiltse There are no hitching=
¥ I ) I 1 18

racks, but fences and trees are used in our towns. There are no wmatering-
-troughs or town-criers in our towna

During the winter months people ;o to the creeks and ponds
that have frozen over and cut pieces of ice to store avay in ice houses

for sumser use, Ve do not cave log=-rollings, for The most of oar land

that will produce £ood crops is already clearad upe
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Buraisizs 3prings; Clay oo0es Lis Balph Ialco-be.
Yes, e -till have sorghune=makinge e start in Setemder
and strip our cane to haul to Tthae nill. Tihen hauled co the mill it is

run thru betwesn two large rollers waich oress the juice from the stall.
The juice ruxns thru a channe) into a veasel, then is carried to a large

r and evanorated and made into sorghum role&ssese Late in the

[ &)
<
poe
-4
{0

eveainp wnen the 2ast batech is boiled, people often visit to taliz and

Al

t€ll zSoriese The last bateh is called tlie "3tir-0ff", There is no

B

ple sugar harvest.

le have rouad(modern) lances, a d most of tie music is made by

electric victrolase Quy Tarmers still velieve in the weather almanac
credictionse e say thet corn planted at a certain tine won't core

r it will grow too hi;h)or be far up on the stalks, etce. woren do

but seldom cut any wood. They help in the fislda.

("8

Some Tew woren 501l ride tihe side-saddle, use the r

OQur records are not old enou:sh %o tell when we stopped using

zounds, shilliugs, azd pence, Suinnding is still dous in a feiwr homes,

v .

sut nc weavinge Iy mother still has her cards and spiming-wheel to neke

(]
H

v rinter vern soclis; soap is still made by some of our country sronenas

Tierz are some shuck-mattresses and feather=beds in use, but they are

§ e

a3 rapidly replaced by cotlion mattressess liy mother is the only

oe

one I kiow of that still knits sockse lio eloth bDlankets or carpets
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are woven, aad no buckets, tubs, or the like -ade by land. inples are
s%111 dried on the tén of lnuses; we stil) have our hais, sausaje, and
bacon, but not for sale. Cn Red 3ird “reek thers is an o0ld man wio

still makes guns by hand, Willie Comus, of 8pring Creek, Kye

Court Dayse o Ee Begley is Circuit Judze of the districts In Clay

co.he holds thre: terms of court per year, January, .pril, and September
termse He begins the court by first instructing the jury, then he getls
his petit jury, then he gets dowm to work. Very lar-je orowds attend the

first day of courte.

Teference Sonrces:

Ire doha Tedd, ("Uncle Fohn"), ilanager, lWebo Hotel, lLanchestsr, Kye
SJe Ve Sizemore, Count; Couwrt Clerk, Clay County, lanchester, K.
irs. Sinda Ialcomb, Housewife, Burning Sprinzgs, K.
Ire John 3nith, Farmer, Burning Springs, Kv.

re E11ie Chestnut, Farmer, 3urning Springs, Xr’e
ire liark iicDaniel, old resident, ‘‘enchester, Kye

Profe Wima Coraett, Teacher, Fogertown, Clay co., K.
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Folkwars, Historic,

~

Slaves, Wost of the slaves ‘n Clay county were owned by the Garrards,

“Tiites, Bakers, and Clarkse They did not do so very much work oan the
farms, but did most of their work a+t the salt workse

The 3laves lixlred in 1ittle lojz cabinse Anyone can see
many of these log cabins in Clay county today tThat resembles the cabins
the slaves lived in. The ruzél.e 1itsle cabin the slave lived in was built
of lozs and The cracks were filled with mud, which made the cabin very
coxfortanle. The food consisted larzely of home-;rown vejetables.

Aunt Iartha ‘hite, an old redideant, age 98, sas: "Their
clothi 3 was good, made LY and at .onme., She also said: "Their ncme=

macde clothing was warmer than that of today".
As To auction slocks, there were none in Clay county; the slaves

were >ought and sold on the lurmse People of this county very seldom bought

Se

o

new slav

Reference source:
Jartha .nite, Hima, Kye. Age 98, Thite. 01d Pesident,
Elizabeth White, anchester, Kve. age 22, “Thite

John “lebb, Froprietor of ilebb Hotel, lanchester, Ky.
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Folkways, Homelife

iost of the houses here ar. made of brick and wood.

In the country houses are made of wood and stones The average
namber of rooms in these homes arc four to five, living roome.
bed room, kitchen, dining foom, and sometiges an extra bed room
The fuel used is coal and wood, some gas is also used.

In the country the meals are called breakfast, dinner,
and sup_ ere. The average breakfast consists of bread, canned
fruits, meats, eggs, milk, butter coffee, and jellies and jamse.
Thne noon meal consists of vegatables, meatls pies, cakes, and
milKe The supyer consists of the s.me as dinner with milk
and butter.

There are six physicians in Clay county, all of them
living in town, not any of these physicians live in the
countrye.

Brown paper and vinegar are used in the couniry for
sprains and ovruises, Turpentine and lard are ased for about
all minor wounds, mutton tallow is used for sores, chapped
hands, lips, etc. Sassafras roots are used for tea to cure colds
Spring tonics are made from yellow roots and ginsing. Batter
sweet is used for bone disease. Rock candy and whiskKey is
used for T. B. and colds, barks, roots, and berries are used

teas are made of leaves and weeds, ooze from tnese different

nerbs are made into remedies for all diseases.
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Styes are removed by saying three times, stye, stye go off of
my eye and go on the nest one that passes by,

To remover warts take a pin and prick tne wart until
it bleeds and put a drop of blood on nine gravels, wrap them
in a handkerchief, drop them at a cross road, the wart will
soon disappear.

If a child ha®e diphtheria, take a stick and measure
their height, and when they out grow the measurement taken
they will never have diphtheria again.

Some of ti.e old fasnioned tools used today are the
cradel, corn husker, corn sheller and fire side tooks are
also ussd. The old time shoe mending tools are still in use
most of the country people do their own shoe mending, mkkkx

liilk vessels are still used, the large two Zallon buckets
and also a small strainer. The churn and 1lid is still used
to make butter from the cream. Wwhen the cnurn is almost full
of cream and it is thick or clabbered, then is the time to
make butter from the milk.

Fersons of one family do not lave any special place at
the table, country people are also glad to have visitors and
make them feel at home . Whnen seating the guest at the
table they take their places with the guest at the head of

the table. Tne children eat at the table with the growvn folks

uanless there are a crowd, the children then have to wait untid
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the second table isserved. The housewife wait on the table
vhien there is coupany .

Skirts and bodices are not used any more, neither are
old time night clothes ner shoes. Galluses are used scae
also 0ld shawls are used to go around the shoulders of old
ladies and babies are sometiues wrapped in old shawls.

Our people wear overalls and coarse shoes to work in
the women w.ar sunbonnets and plain dresses. The children
go baré&footed but no women or men .

women do most of the preserving and curing of vegatables
é. their ovn housework, the milkKing and other work around
ine nouse and faem. Apples and beans are dried and canned
other foods that cann be dried are made up in this manner,
although there are lots of canning done here.

The side saddles are not all gone,on occasiona a woman
can be seen using the side saddle. siost people travel by
autos and wagons. .*he horse is uded for traveling on
rough roadse

Thne methods of time Keeping is by clock most of the

country people own clocks, and some can tell time by the s.n.
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Reference Sources:

srse. Heby Pennington, 0ld resident, Burni..g 3 rings, Ky
Matt Parker, " " " " "
Henry lelton, " " " " "

Tom Roberts Tax Commisioner lianchester, Ky.
llitchel Wwhittymore Old Resident, Burning Springs,ky

Je Mo Walson, wmerchant, " " "




Clay county Ralph Halcomb

Folxways, Languages

Languaze in this county is undergoing a rapid changee
Jodern .:igh schools, and better quaiified teachers in the grades, are
to a great ext@nt responsible fofuthe rapid changee

llost, or a great many, farm homes are equipped with radios,
wnich bring them up-to=date with the minute news and information spoken
in modern languaze.

A number of the o0ld people of this section still cling to
their 01d ways of saying or speaki g words, end stil] believe in their
0l1d signs, which, according to their belief, very-;eldom fail to bring
satisfactory resultse.

First, T want to mention a number of old fashioned words,
3iving their meaning and pronunciation as they use them,

Most of our people speak of "kivering, their house when they
rezlly mean to cover ite They also use the word: "heath"--for hearth

Sot==s0t,
Sasser--saucer
Jinuary=-~January
she?tle--shuttle
seed=-=-saw
ruff-=-roof
Some of the queer ways of putting sentences were;

I seed him do it; I went and hit him; I wuz at school yestiddy;

¥e never larmed much in school; Where was Jamss at?
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Lialect

Unusual dialect, slang, expressionse

Slang

liosey==going
Caintew=cantt
Axes=-tcks
Yander=—=yonder
Thar==there
Tz==vas
Haint=hasn't
Cussed=-cursed

Vhupped-=whipped

Now aint that somethin

I'11 be horn swoggled

Shet's my swagger

You don't say so

He's deader that a door nail
Shets got everything

I'm dead ready to do so

That was one big tear-up

Viell button my mouf

I preat

Ralph Holcomb
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Clay county, Kentucky.. Raiph Halcomb

Follways, Personal.

Eﬁijﬂl‘ Mothers in this county handle their babies with the greatest

possible care, considering the fact that they are their own mursese TWhen

the baby is three or four months old, the mother gives it a tea made of such

things as catnip, ground ivy, and red alder to break out the hives, for

croup mothers make a tea from horehound candy, rattlewsed, sarsaparilla,

burdock, mullein, wild cherry tree bark, yellow root, and hickory tree bark.
In Clay county no hospitals are found, and a few doctors are

availddi)a.ccording to population. Therefore)midwives are necessarx,and

these women do not have any training)only experiences

Childhood. When the children are at the age of from three to ten and
very mischievous, parents often tell them that if they aren't zood some old
man will carry them off. Uhildren that live by the roads where there is
not much traffic are inclined to be afraid of strange people, and by
parents telling them of 01d men that have carried off 1ittle children

cause the children to be afraid of eldsrly men and womens At night
mothers and gra.dmothers often tell the children ¢# Indian tales of how

Indians carried off women and 1ittle children.

M¥arriagee. The customof marriage in this country are for the engageneat

of the couple to be announced, then the wedding date is sets The minister
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generally comes to the home of the brides A large crowd usually gathers to i
see the ceremony preformed, and enjoy the wedding din:-ere ?hs first night i
of marr?%; the friends gather in and "shiveree" the newly married couple by shootingi
guns, beating old bucketis, ringing of bells, and just anything to make a noisee.
Vbnyﬁzgﬁgnn,and boyé ride the bridegroom on a raile They put the bridegroom
on a sharp-sided rail asd carry him for a rides Sweethearts often test their
love by quittiag each other for a while. The country boy and girl are often
handicapped, compared to the city boy or girl, as to courtshipe Few country

boys have a car to drive, but most of them do have a good horse or mle to rides

Youngsters have dates on Saturday nightp,and Sunday afternoon and night,

Death, When people pass away their funeral is usually conducted with
singing and preachinge

Dogs howling is an e1d tradition that death is going to ooccur,

Vihen Owls hoot it is a sign of foul weathere Then a cow bawls at twelve {
delock on a clear day without any cause, you will surely hear of a death

before darks

Festivalse Parents often tell their children of old Santa Claus, and have r
them looking and expecting ham on Christmas Evee People believe that what

anyons does on New Years will be done all during tae year, i

Sportse 7When people want dice to act their way, they merely say "Be therse

seven or eYeven", and let their money ridee
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Clay county , Kye Ralph Halcomb
Animalse Some people really believe that when a black cat crosses your

path it is a sure dign of deathe I have known of a few incidents where
people believe that deathwill come to them soon and turn back on their
trips People say whena groundhog sees his shadow on the second of
February there will be forty days more of winter weathers Parents tell
their children that if they kill toad-frogs their cows will give bcody
milke TVihen small children want "doodlebugs"™ to come out of their nest
they will say "Doodlebug, doodlebug, come to your home, your house is oh
fire and your children are alones" One little boy told me that this was

absolutely true, as he had tried it.

Planting. Farmers think that signs have an effect upon their crope
When corn is planted on the "new of the moon" it will grow too talle Corn
planted when the signs are "in the arms" will grow as long as your arm,and
potatoes planted when signs are"in the head" will grow to be large.

Corn planted when the signs are "in the bowels" will not come up at alle

Mythse Iocated on the waters of Little Sexton Creek, 5 mie Ne of

Burndng Springs, is a house where many years ago a man was killed by his son.

It has been told by people that lived there that funny noises have been heard,

tappinz in the barn, moaning, snoring, and the 1ike, but no causes of thess
are availables Lights have been seen in the house that would come up

from under the floor; they would just come up and vanish awaye In the dead
of winter ndises like thunder and rolling barrels have been hearde

e ——
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Near my home is a barn where a noise like a baby crying has
been hearde One night I came through this barn and heard this noise,

every hair on my head stood upe

Reference Sourcess

Meady Reese, o0ld residemt, age 63, Burning Springs, Kye.
Han Halcomb, old resident, age 66, Burning Springs, Kye
Bpnest McDaniel, farmer, Burning,Springs, fentucky.
Roga Edwards, merchant, Vine, Ky ‘

Jonss Reese, old resident, age 77, Vine, Ky.

Emmer Wilson, Sexton's Creek, Ky.
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A number of pecople have been predicting the weather during
our present dry spell in Clay countys. Every one tries to bea weather
rronhet, but they have failjed this time,

If streaks are seen rumning to the sun psople say that the
sun is "drawing rain, and count this a good sign of rain.

I7 the sun sets in a bank of red clouds, it indicates no rain, bdbut il
it risez in a bank of red cPouds it is a good sign of rain. The o1d
saying: "Red slr at nornirg, sallors take warning, Red Sky abt night
saitors deilizht", This version meaning red clouds at morning denotes
1t indicates neo raine If a circle appears arouz

the moon people t ke this to indicate a change in the weathere  People

believe when the stars shine dim}y that a change will soon occur in the

People of this section beliewve the following: That some good
1uck will befs1l you in nine days if you close a gate facing it; if enyone
finds a horse shoe, hang it up and make a wish and it will fuifiil in

aine dayse The rumber "13" is regardedas unlucky. A broken mirror

will bring

Z seven years bad luck.
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Parsona] Characteristics.

Red “air denotes firey tempers One 1ady told me this

"Croen eyes are a sign of stinzynmess".

Weathera
Thije & number of people have been predicting the wesather
of 1ate, our local weather prophet has heen sijent. People often ask

3,

him what he thinks about the weather and he only says; "I do not lmnow"

cr

"Chances look bad to me"  iis predictions are based oxn the winds,

clouds, sun, ard moon. He gives the following as signs of falling weather
dlur around the sun, clouds with white edge that resemble cloth, and

circle around the moone = He also gives the following as roints of dry
westher: Rains going around _jererally go the sume path all yenre

Cocl winds hHlowing from the east, I was tallcing with this man the

other day and he said: "The clouds have nevar locked right to me all

this year, 1 have noticed the owl, and the owl can tell weather signs
pretty welle When the weather is going to be cool you will find the

owl on the south side, and when it is going to be warm you will find

hém on the north side,”

Thursday is often called an unjucky day. If a ground hog
shadow when he comes out on the 14th of Feburary he will go

e fr—
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bzck in and there will be forty days more of bad weathere If march
somes in 1ike a lamb it will go out like & ILion or vica versas Hgrd

winter means a cold winter, and 1ittle provisions. liost people are

rredicting this winter to bea real hard wintere

-

Rsference Source:

Henry licDanie), Farmer, Buraning S»rings, age 60,
Artie Davidson, Resident, Bine, Kentuck;, Agze 30,
Namnie Eleton, resident, 3Burning Springs, Age 57.
Lie Fennington, resident, Vine, Ky. 4age 18.

Sinda -lalcomb, Resident, Burning Springs, Age 59

llancy ‘ioods, Resident, Burning Springs, Kye. Age 60,

x | Freal
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Follama s, Superstitionse

Orce there vas an old man who 1ived in Temnnessee who was ver)

wealthiya Tn that comrmnity 1ived an Jady reputed to be a witche This

016 lady vas very Toog. If she visited a home and the people would =uot
sive rer what she asked for she woulc bewitch them.
Oue day she called at the home of Ire. Huddieston and asked

for zome food for whicn

e bl

& did not get. She asked tiie lady of the

[ 72}

£ 1 m- oe o 3 4l b 1 o oLy oAby e %
house for the foods Tne weman bewitched the lady of The house Ior

|
o
1o
w
«
=}

t}is and she was =icK in Led, she called a docteri in

anunity

bt

there 1ived a witch doctor and they called him, he tied a clcth around

the viectims neck and said ia thrze la;s she would be alls te tell her
troublese “Hthin three da; s the sick woman cald. “Tiere iz an o1d
12dy coming throuch a crack into m; room. The viitch doctor wvas a good

artist, 'e »einted the old woman's pichure on the wall wliere the cld

Wit vius seon to evter. Je then shot tha =ic

to the witclies home, and found Ler in hed, -

tro:nles and she did not answers ‘¢ was very a;gr; imowin; that
somet S was wrong, acd ween ke found oub her trouble her spinal) cord
s §hot two a 2 course the o0l1d witch kiew iier mQwer to bewitch
anyene wus {orever doads
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*01d4 peopje of this section still c¢lin; to voeculiar signs and according
+0o ther version seldom fail to briung satisfactory resultse. Fecple
often have w ris, styes, and etcs They Helieve dertain neople have thé
rower Lo remove them just LDy mmbling certain words to themselves.
"Titches often prevent some pecple from engaging in their .

.

worke Once there 1ived in a cerbain cormunity an ol withh whose
randchildren were sicks. Cne o the grandchildren died, and they
vanted the close neighbor to take her clothes amd make thenm for
Yurial, tecause the neighbor had a maching and could sew resl
7e1le They bezan to make thoe clotines at this house, The o01d

viteh was there 2 :d did not 1ik%e this neizhbor so she bewiteched tie

o---

v

machiire and it would not run or sow. The people to work with th

1 -~ 3

sowing machine but nothilng scemed to nelp. Cite of the company

remerpered the olc witch and an olé jady quoted three words fron

the 3i%le anrd this brole the charm and the machine bezan to sew,

Haunts. Cne of my uncles, a minister 1ived in Leslie courty nesr 2

naunted church housee Back in thuse early days people used oxen instead

02 mules or liOBS6S. One morningz Tnele Biliie went in sesrch of his
oxen & 'd had to nass by this hawnted churche Then he neared the
church he Jost his way aud did nst lmow in which direction he weas

c0%:Ze He saw a headless appartition. It is rejated thai he
$a1ked to it until te sweat pon dovm his facce

R e e e D) AR




Cray countye Zalph dd)combd

After he was through taiking it came to him and he returned homed He
would never tell what he sald to the haunt or wint it said to him.

2ut He did te1ll us that it womld never be seen thore eszaine

Dafknesse People are usually frightened in the dakness by farm animals

rocks, or stumzs, that can not he seen "n the darlk.

lloone Due to the phases of +t e roon stock are usually moneyed.

> o '

People wait lor certain changes of the moon to plant certein cropse

Corn rlanted o the new of the mo.n ;rows tall and zorn planted on the
cld of the moon _rows low &-d eavy at the top and stalks. FPeople often
te11 their chiicdrern that the moon has a wman within it. They say this

.

rman was placed " the moon for bturning brush on Sundaye

3alivag If put into the hand and say "Spitty Spat, Spitty-Spat, show
me wiere my lmife is ath Then hit it with your fi:jer and the sajiva

will splash in the direction of the lost article.

Sneezinge If anyone sneezes bLelore breakfast the number i-dicates

the muther of deaths they will hear of that weeke

Hiccouzhsae
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Tiigson, age 51, Fgarmer, Vine, Kye.

Day, Aze 23, Pesident, Laurel Creek, Xy.
estnubt Age 7, Residen”, Burni..z Springs, Eye
“ennington, 33, Nesi ion.{:, jurning Springs, Aye
nrt o ghon, 79, Resident, Duraing Springs, Ko

enzigzton, 45, Farmer, Surning Springs , Ky
cornett, 39, Teacher, Pogertowm, Ky
lornsoy, 45, Teacher, fal1l Rock, Eye
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Clay County, Ky. Ralph Halcomb
Literature. 665

Most of Clay county's literature has been written by
and about Profle Je Ae Burnq, President ;f Oneida Institute, a
settlement school at Oneidza, in Clay countye Oneida Institute is
one of the better moutain settlement schools, but except in
summer can best be reached by horsebacke FProfse Burns is widely
¥nown as "Burns of The Mountains", and his work at Oneida is
widely knowne.

The Crucible, written by Profe Je As Burns, Oneida,
Kv., was published in 1925 by Rudge, lew York Citye.

"Burns of The Mountains" was written about 1918, by

Emerson Hough for the American liagazine.

(lrs Ralph Halcomb, Local Guide Vorker, Burning Springs, Clay
county, writes regarding the material subnitted on this assizmment:
"I rode the 30 miles down to Oneida on horseback, and, belisve me,

it was some trip".)

Reference Sources:

Profe Je Ae Burns, President, Oneida Institute, Oneida, Ky

Yr. Charles Gowens, Teacher, Oneida Institute,

Mro Ge U, Burchell, Relief Torker, Clay coe. Relief, kanchester, Ky,
Dre. Ricketts, M. Ds, Manchester, Ky

irs Thomas Henson, Jailor, Manchester, Ky.
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Literaturee. 665

Most of Clay county's literature has been written by
and aboubt Profes Je Ae Burns, President of Oneida Institute, a
settlement school at Oneida, in Clay counbtye Oneida Institute is
onz of the better mountain settlement schools, but except in
sumner can best be reached by horsebacke. Profe. Burns is widely
known as "Burns of The Mountains", and his work at Oneida is
widely knowne

The Crucible, written by Profe Js Ae Burns, Oneida,
Kve, was published in 1925 by Rudge, lNew York City.

"Burns of The Mountains" was written about 1918, by

Emerson Hough for the American Magazine.

(}rs Ralph Halcomb, Local Guide Worker, Burning Springs, Clay
county, writes regarding the material subnitted on this assizmment:
"I rode the 30 miles down to Oneida on horseback, and, believe me,

it was some trip".)

Reference Sources:;

Profs Je As Burns, President, Oneida Institute, Oneida, Kye

Y¥re Charles Gowens, Teacher, Oneida Institute.

¥Mro Go G, Burchell, Relief Worker, Clay co. Relief, lanchester, Ky,
Dre Ricketts, Me Ds, Manchester, Ky.

irs Thomas Henson, Jailor, Manchester, Ky.

e
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Tour of Clay County, lLeave Londor on Kye. 21, traveling E.

(09 ]

o 18 =i, entering Clay Cowmty on Ky. 21e Then %travel to Ky 80, turn ang

i3 1 - b -
z0 arproximately 15 mi. to 3top one, Gararde llere is where the Salt

Torlks were located in Clay countyve A few of tle 01d kettles can be seen,
leave stop one and 5o 5 mie S« on US 80 to stop 2, CCC camp,
€rcae Tiis is a reautifu} camp located o1 & rolling mound, overs

Goose Creel Rivers.

Teave two and go 12 miles S. Ee« to stop 3, Red 3ird River.

This River is an ideal spot for Tishing.

Tgsave stop & and retrace Xy 80 to Kye 21. and go one mile .

.anchester, the county seat ol clay county. it ianchester

UV Cw -3 .-'n  { bl
. 4 ~ _» . . . < s
ou i1t meet friendl: veople that will enjoy talkiaz to yous his torm

-
v

“ievo Fntel" 1loeated on the town square,

o
rm
(1]

Ieave stop four and travel 9 mie. Ve onn Ky 21. to stop 5,
Zurning Springse at this point one may see wells of natural gase

-~

ieave stop five and travel Kre 2. Three aad one=half mies to
3, artesian Telle. The water is dischar_ed from this well in a contimious
strean the year arounds It is caused by the pressure of naturel gas or
water under;round. |

I2ave stop 6 and travel Kye 18 mi. to stop 7, :lcKee, the county
saat of Jackson countye

leave stop 7 on Xy 21 and travel 5 mi. to stop 8, Deer Stahie,

sader an over hanging roch where the deer stayed
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during had weather. liere picnics are often held, Prom here it is

approximate]l 25 miles to 3erea on Ky 25. A total distance of approximately

100 miiesa.

Reference Sourcesg
Clay couat;” Relief lap.
Squire Pennington, 3Suraning Smrings, FKentuclkye

Clark E. Chestnut, Burning Springs, Kentuckye

-
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CLAY COUNTY

MANCHESTER -- Was named after the great manufacturing town in

Zngland.
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Burning Springs, Clay coe, Lye Ralph Halco:b

IHlitarye

Clay county's military history is a long and honorable one,.
The names of some twenty Revolutionary lar Veterens who later lived and
died in Clay coe. are now in the hands of the London Distpict Office of
the imerican Guide. Imny of these family names are carried by present
day citizens of Claye

List furnished the American Guide show about 150 Clay couanty
men serving in the War of 1812, Tnese did duty in the S8econd Reginment of
Kentucky liilitie, the first detachment to leave Clay county; Bowellt's
Fegiment; and the command of Thos. llcJiltons

During the llexican Var Company "E", under Capte Te Te Garrard,
was composed of Clay county men. Lists of Company "E" enrollees show
many entries of "died in llexicos.

Civil Var rolls of Clay county men must nearly parallel their
census list of that time, ILists furnished the American Guide show at

least seven (7) companies of Ky. Volunteers, cavelry and infantry, made

up of Clay countiense
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(Wote 4o State Iditors: The following lists are now in
n District 0fice, sent in by Guide ljorker in Clay countye

ter is bein; written Col. 3eckner as to handling of these lists,)

"Revolutio ary ilar Veterans who have lived in Clay co.,"

Roster of First Company to leave Cley co., Yur off 1812,
Second el £ Kextuelk:- Zilitia.

ment of
Clay Co. men in Boswell's Fegiuent, Var of 1812.

Clay Co. rnen commanded b:- Thos. liedilton, ilar 1512.
Roster of Company YE", Viar with _exico,.

Roll of Co. "L", 1l4ch Xy Vole Cavalry, Civil Jere

Roll of Coe "I", 1¢th Xyve Vole Cavalry, Civil ilare

Roll of Co. "K", 6th Xyve. Vet. Vols Cave, Civil fare
Roll of Tield and 3taff of the Tth ily. Vole. Cavalry. Cil.
Roll of Co., "3", Tth Ky. Vole. Inlantry, Civil Var.

%oll of Coe "BE", Tth Kye Vole Infantry, Civil lier.

Roll of Coe "I", 8th Kys. Vole. Infantry, Civil Viar.
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Clay Coe, Zire Ralph Halcomb
3Hlitary Items of Interest, 623

On August 26, 1862, near the mouth of Lower Bar Creek on
Ped 3ird River, the 7th Ky. Cavalry, Federal, routed a force of Stern's (?)
Confederate Cavalrye. The. 7th lost one man, and the Confederate loss
was 3 killed outright and 2 :ortally wounded

The battle at Richmond occured on August 29th and 30th,
1862,1in which part if not all of the Tth Ky. Cavalry was enzagede.
Throuzh no fault of the Tth This vattle termirated in a disasterous
defeat and rout fpp the Union forces.

Iany men from :lanchester and Clay county were members
of the Tth Kye. Cawalry, and the march thru here resulting in the
above mentioned engazements jave them a chance to visit their hones
and loved onesi “While camped near Ianchester the following
regrettable incident occuredes A man of Company B, suffering from a
mental disorder, shot and killed one of his comrades of the sane
companys  Hotwithstanding his mental ailment he was tried b a courte-
martial, and shot by order of courte He was executed at what is now
the lanchnester Fair Grounds.

At Big Hill, 15 i, from Rich.ond, 400 troops on each sice
engaged in a stif? skirmisii on Ausust 25, 1862 The Federal regiment
carticipatia; was orzanized at Paris, Hy. early in the month of Aujust

under Col. Leonidas letcalf, and was mustered into service by iajor
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L. Sitgraves, Us Se Lustering Ofricers  Before the regiment was throughly
equipped or disciplined it was ordered to active duty, and engaged in the
battle at Big Hille Here they received the charie of the enemy under
Kirby Smith, and lost many men and 8fficers, killed, wounded, and
captureds The veterans of this regiment were then iransferred to the
6th Kye Cavalry.

Big Hill can best be reached dy way of Berea, Kve

Red Bird River sechion may be reached Irom lianchester,
turning off highway Kye. 21 at a point 1 mie Se of lianchester, on to
a new road now being cﬁnstructed and going 12 mie. Se to Red 3Bird River.
Manchester and Burning Springs are convenient hotel towns. - Kye. 21. is
Clay county's only highway, but during sumner mo:rths the county dirt

roads are goode.

Referenbe Sources:
He Ge Sizemore, Editor, Manchester Guardian, lianchester, Kye
Ray White, Surveyor, CCC Camp, lianchester, Ky.

Elizabeth White, Janchester, Kye
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Points of Interest spotted on Clay county lMap. : iﬂ

Ralph Halcomb,
ILocal Guide Viorker
Cisy county, Eye
1. Artesian Vielle
2e Narrows, of laurel Rivers
3s  Fordson Coal Company.
4, Rs;ideﬁge of Elder John Gilbert, a Revolutionary veteran who
lived to the age of 112
Se Residence of Dillion Asher, built in 1809.
6+ Co Co Co Camp "wi1l Rogers"e
7« Town Rocks.
8e Birthplace of John White, Speaker of the Hou;e, 1840-44
9¢ Residence of General Hugh Vhite.
10s Site of Lankfords or Goose Creek Salt Vorkss
11. Residence of Gengral Te Te Garrarde
12, First Settlement, Site of John Outlaew's Salt workse p
13e Burning Springs Gas Vells.
14 Big Hille

156 Oneida Institute Settlement schoole

Peference Source: _
Roy White, County Engineer, Manchester, Ky¥e
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Burning Springs, Clay coe, Kye falph Halcomb
(and London Staff)

CLAY COUNTY, Gereral description, Points of Interest, etcs

(First copy from new Jjorker there-- 3/12/36)

Clay co., the 47l “ormed in the statie, was forred out
of Madison, Kmox, and Floyd couuables in 13806, a.d vwes remed in hoser
of Ger. Green Clay of the War of 1812, Clay co. is in the South
central part of the Eastern Kye. Coal Fields, and its area of 531,01
sqe mi, presents typical "mountain" topographye. Nearly all the
county is drai-ed by the South Fork of Kentucky Siver thru three
principal hesdwaters tributaries: (1) #8d Bird River (2) Goose
Creek, and (3) Sexton's Creek. A small part of-the drainage of
this county goes to the Cumrberland Ilivwer thru the Y. We flowing head- -
waters of the South Fork of lLockcastde Hiver. lianchester, the
cou nty seat, has an elevatio. of 860 fte and is surrounded by a
maze of timbered ridges. These ridges in the Se. E. part of this
distriect attain a maximum elevation of about 2,200 ft.

Clay co. today presents almost the szume general
"atmosphere" as prevailed in Ky. mountains years ago. Family
feuds, and bitter feelings between rival political factions still
occasiorally flare into open strife,

Manchester, the county seat of Clay co., is built on
and around a hill overlooking Goose Creek, a tributary of the
South Fork of Keatucky iver, The tovwn was once called Greenville,

but the name was changed many years ago to lianchester, This little
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Burning Springs, Clay cOe, Ky “alph Eelconmd
(and London StaZf)

mountein=town, with a population of approximately 1,000, is today
largely as it has been for severzl generstions,.

¥anchester car best be reached by Kye. 80 highway, which
joins US 25 at London, Ky. 23 mi. to the W It is-also on Ky. 21,
which runs Se from US 25 at Berea, Ky. Daily bus service is maire
tained from lanchester to -lichmond on the I. and to London on the
7e A t¥ain runs from Ianchester to Barbourville, Ky., and taxi
service may be had to Londone

At Garrard, a small settlemert a few-miles fron
lanchester, salt was made from a salt=licl:z as early as 1805 by
the Garrards and the "hites. liany decendants of these two
families live here today.

Burning Springs, a village 3 mi. Ne We &f lianchester,
derived its .ame from a ratural flow of zas which escaped between
the rocks there. This gas often burned for years, and on cold days
farm animals would come and stand around the blaze. Burning Springs
is today a thriving settlemeuf with a high school and one hotel, the
leCreary, with a rate of {1.00 per day per persous Storage is
available for cars, The town was settled in 1381 by L. M. Rawlirgs
ard Jesse iaggard, who brought in the first sawmill to this sectione

There is an inter:sting irtesian Vell 4 mi. Ne We of
Burning Springs, on Kye. 21 highway. A splendid year-around flow
of crystal clear water comes from this well which was originally

drilled in search of gas and oiles A beautiful background is furnished
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Burning Springs, Clay co., Kye dalph Halcomb
(_ard London Staff)

by «ough nidge:, with its many sp¥uce pines,

One mile Eo of the artesian well mentiored above is a
high krob or elevation which affords a sple:ndid view over many
miles of the surrounding countrys From here Ky. 21 hishway may
be seen winding the valleys for miles and miles, and the rolling
hills and many mountain streams.

Four mie Ne We of Burning Springs is a cave, called
"Irdian Cave", which is thought to have once been inhabited by

Indians.

Reference Sources: '

5. Ge Burchell, lelief Worker, Clay co. Zelief Of{ice, kanchester,
Profe Chase Robinson, Burning Springs, K§.

Squire J. G..Penni:gton, Je Po, Burning Springse

He He Rice, +«oad Suquvisor, Vire, Ky.

Jesse ﬁaggara, Farmer, Burning Springses



Durning “oriogzs, Fve Jalph ialcomb
(Ula.y COe ‘iorker)

JACKSO 5 COU.TY, kY., POI:TS O T 'T3REST

Falls of MeCammon. ipar Gray Tawk, which ‘s a small settlemerdt

8 mle Se We of MoKee, the county seat of iackson coe and 16 mie Ne
7o of 3wfnirg Uprirzs, in Clay co., are found tho Falls of loCammone
Thase falls are i the gshepe of a horseeshoe berd, with the water
ramr-ing dow: owe™ the "alls and then doudli-ag back i: the op-oaite
directior, Tha wrler poes over the Malls thru & narrow passage,

2 3ear ‘olg thr™u which a persor may crawl down to the bottom,

:ﬂ;l-;eﬂngez “teble. Sixmi, Y 7, of YoKee ard 25 mi, fron
Jerea is the peculiar rock formation, probably a "rock shelter®
or overhanzi:z cliff, eallad " The Neer table¥, This iz a
lav-e operi 7 u.der a mge rock, with a spring of cold water
coming from under the rock,s In the sarly days hurters of'ten caxe
to this place to kill the maay deer ﬁ;wmld stay in "Deer Stabls®
during bad weather,

In presant times the people of the section of‘ten hold
churech services and pionies in "The Deer Ctable™ during the sprinsg

and Sumer lonths,




CLAY COUNTY

There ig an i:te™ .sti g 'rtesian 78ll 4 mi, e We of \DL\Q)
surning Sprisgs, on Kye 21 highwaye A splandid yeoar-around flow L)’ /
of erystal clear water oomes from this well which wmas origi:ally

drilled io search of zaa arxd oile A bHeautifal baokzround is furnished |
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wancnesier, Clay co., Ky Pearl House

superstitions.

A considerable number of people in this section of
ine country still btelieve in haunts and say they've szen

s

L]

veral ghosts. To soue old people it is an insult to

1

=

&
tna
L.

P
(48]
£

tnere are no haunts. ngre I shall guote the

a
[

iser.zi.ces or tvio people wno say they've seen and neard

-
-

[

nos in the szme house. This house is known to many
t.e "Hauanted House". It was foruerly owned by old

Jagz2 Dickenson" and later to Fetl

o

r Houdse. wsome of the

colored folks now won't go near Ul:e hous

@

Tais man lived in this nouse walle ne had an invalid
wife, vwho was saffering with tuverlosis. Often vnen he
caue inowe from work, tired and nungry, he would throw thne

irs oif the poarch or souwetliaes break the dishes becaudse

o
[\

snis was anablzs to do the worke. oine would often ask nim

t mede him so mean aud entreat nim to do better.

[\

afler sne was dead, hie says: " Happlness or contentaent
for s2.rs to cowe for mé are over. Wwho can be contented

end live in a house with his dead wife's presence continually

nawiting themde"




One morning at tnrce o'clock wirile he was in J:a
and still sleeping, ne heard his wifs calli.g & .=
he was afraid to turn toward the voice for Zz2ar I = a:

ne would sce. She called nis naue tarez 1

i
[l
-

on the third time he tarned to faces the volce. s T8

by nis btedside she stood smiling, and a Sri_..t i:

1}

was around her nead, sue was wearing t.¢ si.e 4 ;
had seen on her so man, t.:..2s8, even tnoe ° .
the dress were so plain that gy ccald ts eI L -2
Only a minute did sue stona tasgre salling, 2.4
as quietly as sne nad er.tered sne disa; esrd, 2 ’
seenied to e.close arow.d uer and sne vunisi2d "
On anoiner occasion wnile all tane caulilal? -
L

out in the field at work ard he was lying on i
with an infected foot caused by a nail ne hieard ual
walking in tie house. Lot knowing wiat do nhe Jdo

to try to go to tas field wnere cis cuikdren wobd

worke To do so it was necessary for him to [0

VieA

- ! : a\
the housse. Ratner than stand the torture of .10A

{iyoh
" , ISR 11
ner soft footsteps, then he decided he woald go '

field.
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Clay County Jy Miriam Grines

Bibliograghy:

Collins History of Hentucky.
The Geelogy and iineral Rescurces of Xve. Jlllson
History of Kye. feuds Chas, itzenberg.

Tata given by Col. Luciam leckmer, historian.
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Burning Springs, Clay co. Ky. Ralrh Halcomb

Referencs Sources:
Mr. John Webb, ("Uncle John",] Maneger, Webb Hotel, Manchester, Ky.
S. V. Sizemore, Co. Court Clerk, Clay co., Manchester, Ky,
Mrs. Sinde Halcomb, Housewife, Burning Springs, Ky.

¥r, John Smith, Farmer, Bwning Springs, Ky.

¥ro. Ellie Chestnut, Farmer, Burning Springs, Ky.

Mr. Mark McDaniel, old residemt, Manchester, Ky.

Prof. VWim. Cornett, Teacher, Fogertown, Clay co., Ky.



REalph Halcomb
Clay county, Ky. S-240
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reference sources:
Xrz, .uary Penmnington, Hou-ewife, Burniag Sprinzs, Ky.

wWilliam 4ilson, Farmer, Sexton's Creek, Xy.
clarsnce Chesaut, Farmer, Sexton's Creci, Ky,
Tcm Robverts, Tax Commissioner, Manchester, Ky,
Jscar Samith, Merchant, Burning Springs, Ky.




Boxl Fel€27

COHIST

Burning Springs, Clay co,a K. Ralph Halcomb

Reference sourca:
Martha White, Hima, Ky. Age 98 White. 01ld Resident,
Blizabsth White, Manchester, Ky. Age 22, Wjite.

John Webb, Proprietor of \ebb Hotel, Manchestar, Ky.



Paference Sources
Biyy vdigson, Aze

1icoe Dzy, Age

2;113}1 Crestmt Age ¥

Jattie Femningbon,
Jary ‘eaxr’ gton,
ottt -omiggton,
Willie cornett,

Lloyd Sornsby,

Parrer,
Rgsident,
Residen:,
Neside.rt,
Rogident,
Jurrer,
Teacier,

Toeacier,

COHIST

Raiph ‘ajcord

Vine, Xye
laurel Creek, Kye
Bural g Sprimgs, Xye
Buraing Spriags, Kye
Surning Springs, e
Jurning Springs , Kye
Pogertomm, Ky.
Fail Pock, Xye
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Roase,

i4ilson, S"xton's Cresk, Yy.
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Cray County Palph -alcomb

Feference Sourcess

lary Le Brown, lLawryer, aze 45, ‘anchester, K

Luther Lyttle, rLawyer, age 53, lcKee, X'

Dre Pennington, age 50, lolee, Hye

Je Ls Permington, age 58, preacher, Vine, Kye.

Yary Pomnington, aje 76, o1d resident, 2urning Springs, Kye

Cilark Ee Chestnut, teacher, Suraing §pu-i.:gs. K'e



#nlph Halcomb

Clay County, Kye

References Sources:
oo, KY
Yrs. Ruby Pennington, 0ld jon bl palas " ’ " .
Jatt Farker, " " “ . "
Heury lielton, " " " Ky
i ber 4
Tom Loberts , Tax Cumml-" Wby T o ' .
g ings, Kye
Jitchel Thittymore, ~Old Reab'™* pates '
. " "

Je ile Wilson, prorahant s
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Aunt Melia Jones and Aunt Em Gransby are two sisters,
Aunt Em 93 years old and Aunt Melia 91. They were slaves
of Major Daw White, of Clay County. They lived in Clay county
until two years after they were freed. Judgze Moren's wife
(she was a White from Clay county) needed a nurse and sent
for Aunt HNelia. Mrs. Charlie Faris wanted a cook and had
Aunt.Em come to her. That was in 1845, I'm sure, as the
Moren child was born either in 1866 or 1847. Aunt Mélia was
always nurse maid in the White home, and was a sort of
midwife as long as she was able to work. Aunt Em was the
dining room girl in the White household. She says in those
days a dining room girl had plenty to do, keeping floors
cleaned, everything dusted and silver shined. Both of them
learned to cook well, as their mother was cool: under Aunt
_Susan, another slave. This Susan seeméd to be head cook
and kXept the others in line, and when she was too old to work
hard her master sent her to Richmond as sook (superintending
the cooking) in some family there.

Their master and missus were kind to all their slaves. Of
course the children were punished for misdeeds 1like the
master's own children. They don't remember any of the older
ones having been whipped.

There were 70 or 80 slaves, accérding to the old women,
in the Major's houéehold. He had several slave families.

The men had to work on the farm every day, but after their
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days work was done they could work in the mines or "on the
walk". That meant at the salt furnaces. For this work they
received pay as though free. They would turn in their time,
the number of hours worked, each day they worked and at the
end of the week would be paid. They raised sheep. carded the
wool, spun and reeled the yarn and did all their weaving.

The master had some one to come in and stay a while to make
the clofhes. They had their own calf hldes tanned and treated.
A cobbler came in once a year, after Christmas usually, and
made shoes for everyone, slaves and all.

When corn husking time came the slaves from other farms
would come to the White farm and they would all husk corn, and
have "the best cooking". The same thing would happen when one
farmer wanted to build a barn or a cabin. A few white men
would come in to help superintend the "log raising" and the
slaves would come from the neighboring farms to help. One of
their main dishes was "oven pile". ~ Aunt Em said her master
had the biggzest oven she ever saw; of cﬁurse it was iron, with
little legs and an iron 1id. They would set this oven over
the hot coals, put the 1lid in the wood fire to get hot, make
the pie dough and line the oven, and put back-bone-of-hog
and chicken in for filling, then put dough on top, then put
on this hot 1id and placé hot coals on that. "Some pie,"

Aunt Em said.
When they killed hogs they would have a whole barrel full

of pigs feet, and made lots of sausage. They always had home

A
"':. ‘i“i! S’

g T
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made light bread or biscult for breakfast. They ground their
own meal and made their own hominy.

At Christmas time old Missus gave every woman enough flour,
butter, egszs, and sugar to make their Christmas cake. Light

brown sugar was bought by the barrel and that was what the

slaves used. Loaf sugar was for "the house". Missus gave
the women plenty of sausage, ribs, and back bones for Christmas.
And a big fat hen was given each family for their Christmas
dinner; the white folks had turkey. ZEveryone went to

"the house" on Christmas morning and "Massa® would give

them presents, a new apron or dress for the women, shirt or
trousers, or coat for the men, some sort of clothes for the
children.

They had dances, too, among the slaves. Aunt Em always
would dance. They told her the devil would get her but she
said she was a big a devil as he was. Aunt Melia joined the
church when she was 13 and was always afraid of the devil.
Aunt Em didn't join the church till she was grown.

They weren't allowed to have licenses to marry before they
were freed, but had ministers to perform the marriage
ceremonies, reading from the Bible, something about Isaac
and Hebeccah. The master would always "give the bride away’.

This "walk" they talked of was a row of salt kettles
with fires under them. Every man wasn't allowed to work
"on the walk", only those who were careful and able to do

hard work could work there. This salt brine was put into
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these kettles through a pipe.

Aunt Em said she remembered droves of slaves going through

to the south, some would have "rings on their arms" and be

chained to "rings" on other arms. She said not all were

chained. 8he remembered one drove where the old women

rode on horses or mules, and the younger ones walked; said

the little children would stop in the middle of the road

and "pat and dance".

In Laurel Uounty there were no “"publlic works". One man

made bricks but used only his own slaves.

wam;.u:-i‘.n.i-,'x‘:,;s...x. S840
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10, PERCENT OF AREA FARMED:
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18, ANY OTHER OUTSTANDING FACTS: (use a second sheet)
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