
“The Unspoken Obvious: There are Queer Children”

Willie Edward Taylor Carver Jr.

2022 Kentucky Teacher of the Year
Author, Gay Poems for Red States (UPK, 2023)
Board Advocate, Kentucky Youth Law Project

LGBTQ+ Council, KY 120 United American Federation of Teachers
Instructor, Bluegrass Community & Technical

Student Support Services, University of Kentucky



Description: In this workshop, we will 
discuss the current data existing on 
LGBTQ youth, the legal, social, and 
emotional issues specific to them*, and 
some best practices for helping them 
make it as successfully as possible to 
adulthood.

The students of OpenLight, an LGBTQ-affirming 
group in Mount Sterling, KY, raise money for 
mental health awareness programming. 



Description: In this workshop, we will 
discuss the current data existing on 
LGBTQ youth, the legal, social, and 
emotional issues specific to them*, and 
some best practices for helping them 
make it as successfully as possible to 
adulthood.

*There is no monolithic queer identity, let 
alone a monolithic queer experience, youth or 
otherwise. What we can talk about is context 
and the trends resulting from it.

The students of OpenLight, an LGBTQ-affirming 
group in Mount Sterling, KY, raise money for 
mental health awareness programming. 



Participants will

● be able to name, in general, the 
statistics describing the lives of 
LGBTQ youth; 

● be aware of the general legal 
issues now making the lives of 
LGBTQ youth more difficult; 

● know some best practices for 
helping LGBTQ youth.

The initial collection of the Rainbow Youth 
Freedom Library at the Gateway Regional Arts 
Center in Mount Sterling, Kentucky.



Queer Children



Imagine how different people you know or know of might respond 
to this combination of words.

(maybe people you know personally, maybe people you encounter 
at work or see in media, maybe people you like or maybe people 
you don’t like)

Queer Children



Part I: Some (Recent) 
Socio-Historical Context
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“Chicken in the Henhouse”

Blah. Blah. 
Extreme radio 
preacher anti-
gay call in show 
saying that gay 
people are child 
molesting 
satanists who 
hate America. 
Blah. Blah.
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“Chicken in the Henhouse”

“I am a person who feels guilty for crimes I have not 
committed” (120)
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“Chicken in the Henhouse”

?



“Chicken in the Henhouse”

“The closer we got to the end of the hall, the more anxious I 
became. I had not laid a finger on the boy’s head. I have 
never poked or prodded either a baby or a child, so why did I 
feel so dirty? [It] …  had to do with the [kind of] voices I 
hear on talk radio, and my tendency, in spite of myself, to pay 
them heed. The man in the elevator had not thought twice 
about asking Michael personal questions or about laying a 
hand on the back of his head. Because he was … not a 
homosexual, he hadn’t felt the need to watch himself, 
worrying that every word or gesture might be 
misinterpreted. He could unthinkingly wander the halls with a 
strange boy, while for me it amounted to a political act — an 
insistence that I was as good as the next guy” (123)



What does David’s
story have to do
with LGBTQ youth?





The fear of the queer child “has been 
transformed in the last fifty years” (608) 
from one in which an asolescent falls into 
queerness to a new model introduced in the 
1970’s of “the indoctrination fear … that 
LGBTQ adults will actively recruit 
children … into queerness” (609) 

–Roskey, Clifford. “Fear the Queer Child.” 
Buffalo Law Review. 2013.



1977, Miami-Dade County Ordonnance 

“barred discrimination based on ‘affectional or 
sexual preference’ in employment, housing, and 
public accommodations.”





The last half-century of 
this narrative has affected 
the social landscape.





Keith Elston, Founder & Director
KY Youth Law Project (2014)



“I noticed an early need for representation for LGBTQ 
youth [in my legal career]. Typically, gay adults would try 
to stay as far away from LGBTQ kids as possible because of 
the stereotypes of gay adults being child molesters. This 
was preventing LGBTQ kids from having any access to 
justice.

Everyone deserves justice.”

--on Progress Kentucky (March 2023)Keith Elston, Founder & Director
KY Youth Law Project (2014)







There is a group at your place of work, business, political group. It advocates for …

● concerns important to women

● concerns important to African Americans

● concerns important to rural folk

● concerns important to recent immigrants

● concerns important to people with disabilities

● concerns important to LGBTQ people

Who makes up these groups?
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Teach the Rainbow. 
American Federation of Teachers.



Source:
GLSEN





GROOMER:



GROOMER:
“someone becomes friends with children with the intention of trying to 
persuade them to have a sexual relationship” (Cambridge)

“an adult develops a friendship with a child with the intention of having an 
illegal sexual relationship” (Oxford)

“someone who builds a relationship, trust and emotional connection with a 
child or young person so they can manipulate, exploit and abuse them (704











“Why is there a child on the 
cover of a gay book, you fu----- 
groomer!”



“Why is there a child on the 
cover of a gay book, you fu----- 
groomer!”

?



The last half-century of 
this narrative has affected 
the social landscape.



The last half-century of this narrative has 
affected the social landscape.

Anyone who dares help or even reference the 
existence of LGBTQ youth can be attacked 
with the most vicious accusations imaginable,



The last half-century of this narrative has 
affected the social landscape.

Anyone who dares help or even reference the 
existence of LGBTQ youth can be attacked 
with the most vicious accusations imaginable,
so LGBT youth are not helped or referenced,
regardless of the need.



Part I: Some (Recent) Socio-Historical Context ✔
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Part II: Where We Are (the need)



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.

Parodi, Katharine B., et al. "Time Trends and Disparities in Anxiety among Adolescents, 
      2012–2018." Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology 57.1 (2022): 127-137.

40%

72%

40%
65%



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.

“Around half of LGBT+ young people say they have 
had or currently have depression, compared to a fifth 
(20%) of non-LGBT+ young people”

- Independent study of 2,934 high school students by 
Just Like Us Foundation in 2020.



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.

“LGBQ+ teens in 2021 were three times more likely to consider 
suicide than their heterosexual peers. They were also more likely 
to make suicide plans and attempts” (14% to 42%)
– Pew



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.



The rate of suicide among high school 
students who identify as LGBTQ … is five 
times higher than the rate reported among 
heterosexual students (5.2%).

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 1991-2019 High School Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey Data. Available at http://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/. March 3, 2021.  



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth 
Mental Health. Trevor Project.



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth 
Mental Health. Trevor Project.

Center for Disease Control and Convention. 2023.



2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth 
Mental Health. Trevor Project.

Total

32 students
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2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth 
Mental Health. Trevor Project.

Total

32 students

8 LGBTQ

4 consider

2 will attempt



home

school

community



home

*2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health. Trevor Project.
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home

LGBTQ youth who identified home as an LGBTQ -
affirming space



home

LGBTQ youth who identified home as an LGBTQ -
affirming space

LGBTQ Suicide Attempt Comparison by Affirming Home 
or Not



home



home



home



home

LGBTQ suicide attempts in last 12 months, 13-24

Statista Research Department. 2021.
2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth 
Mental Health. Trevor Project.



home

Durso, Laura E., and Gary J. Gates. "Serving Our Youth: Findings From A National Survey Of Services Providers Working With Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
And Transgender Youth Who Are Homeless Or At Risk Of Becoming Homeless." (2012).

Morton, Matthew H., Amy Dworsky, and Gina Miranda Samuels. "Missed Opportunities: Youth Homelessness in America. National Estimates." Chapin Hall at the 
University of Chicago (2017).

“LGBTQ+ youth experience homelessness at higher rates than non-LGBTQ+ 
youth for a range of reasons. A study of more than 350 runaway and 
homeless providers throughout the United States identified four top causes 
for homelessness among LGBTQ+ youth. The most common cause: 

family rejection resulting from sexual orientation or gender identity 
(Durso et al)

“LGBTQ young adults have a 120 percent higher risk of reporting 
homelessness compared to youth who identified as heterosexual and 
cisgender” (Morton et al).

homelessness



Source: Forced Outing Of Transgender Youth In School. Movement Advanced Project. September 2023.

forced outinghome



community



community



community



community



schools Has anyone ever quit or asked to be  
transferred because of a negative 
situation or environment at work?



schools



schools
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schools



schools



schools “I might not graduate high school”
7.6% transgender students
7.6% genderqueer students
2.2% cisgender LGBQ students                                    *most cited reason: school harms mental health (67%)

“A hostile or unsupportive school climate is a barrier my completing high school”
57.9% LGBTQ students

“I might not finish high school”
+ “I have not been victimized for being LGBTQ”   2.1% LGBTQ students
+  “I have been victimized for being LGBTQ”:       6.6% LGBTQ students

“I have missed a day of school or more this month”
+ “I have not faced anti-LGBTQ discrimination at school”:  13.8% LGBTQ students
+ “I have faced anti-LGBTQ discrimination at school”:         43% LGBTQ students

(GLSEN 2021)



schools

Source: Human Rights Campaign



schools

Source: Trevor Project

“94% of LGBTQ youth 
report that recent 
politics negatively 
impacted their mental 
health.”



“A [trans student] whose parent or legal guardian provides written consent to school officials shall be 
provided with the best available accommodation, but that accommodation shall not include the use of 
school restrooms, locker rooms, or shower rooms designated for use by [cis students] while [cis 
students] are present.”

“A school shall notify a parent … if school personnel make a referral … for the student to receive a 
school's health services or mental health services … or an external health care provider.”

“A local school district shall not require school personnel or students to use pronouns for students that 
do not conform to that particular student's biological sex.”

“Any child, regardless of grade level … does not receive any instruction or presentation that has a goal 
or purpose of students studying or exploring gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation”

Kentucky Senate Bill 150
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Mandatory reporting if 
any child says they’re 
LGBTQ
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LBTQ+ theme books
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any child says they’re 
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LBTQ+ theme books
Banning pride flags/ 
safe space stickers

Banning pronouns in email 
signatures or on any 
document students see

Banning any discussions
of LGBTQ topics
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Part I: Some (Recent) Socio-Historical Context ✔

Part II: Where We Are (the need) ✔

Part III: How To Help



Goal #1: Assume (and insist) that 
LGBTQ youth exist.



Goal #2: Help create (even unexpected) 
affirming spaces 

Mount Dora, Florida Mount Sterling, KY



Goal #3: Pick up the slack

“If I go to the library, the actual library, I’m 
not really going to find any books of this 
kind. Right now, this is the only Rainbow 
Library that we have, and that just makes this 
one a lot more special as well. The people can 
come here and read books that really just 
help them.”

Jones would love to see more Rainbow 
Libraries established across Kentucky. “That 
would most definitely make my heart flutter,” 
Jones shared.

DoIt4Meryl – color run                            Camp Beacon

Bloom Candles                                     Morehead Writing Project



Goal #4: GO TO BOARD MEETINGS 
and SPEAK



Goal #5: Engage with local non-profits 
(and the big guys too)



Goal #5: Engage with your neighbors

*Culture is inherited 
and created

*We are a narrative-
driven species



Goal #6: Ask how to support your local 
Gay-Straight Alliance



Goal #7: Do not obey in advance

• DEI initiatives

• Wording in conversations and 
documentation

• Removing signals/visibility

• Making assumptions



Goal #8: Remember professional ethics



Goal #9: Don’t be afraid to make mistakes



Goal #10: Find your level of courage
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