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BREATHITT COUNTY Blantor= - Gays GV

EARLY SETTLERS

Blantons related to Cockrells

- Judge William H. Blanton, cmme here from Swsley County where he wms born
in 1848, He married liss Nancy Ann Burton of Breathitt, July 7, 1867. Henry
Gay, father of lirs. Blanton's mother, lary (Cay) Burton, came to Perry County
from Virginia. He died in Perry County in 1830, Gay's Creek, Perry County, is

named for him,

(2)

Mr. Gay came from Virginia and down the North Fork of the Xentueky River,
settled on Gay's Creock, later named for hims He came bringing a canoce, carry-
ing it on his shoulders when orossing from one stream to another. ' He brought
very little else with him, Vhen paddling along the streams in the wilderness,
the canoe brakes grew so heavy and so tall they met over his head, so he parted
fhem.with his paddle as he sailed along.

(3)

Judge William H. Blanton was elected and served as County Judge, 1886-

1894; elected to same office again, and sgiled 1898-1892, e was elected

County attorney in 1909 served one term. He died July 2, 1922,

(1) lirs. Samel J. Cockrell, lain Street, Jacksen, Ky. & Jackson Hustler,
newspaper, Ed. John J, Dickie, Pubs, same date Q/lZ/lBQZ.
(2) rs. Samuel J. Cockrell, lain Street, Jackson, Ky.

(3) Cowunty Judge's & Justice of the Peace Bond Book, page 13, Co. Cte Clk's
office, Oourt House, Jackson, Ky,

(4) Mrs, Dora Little) Blanton, daughter-in-law, Highland Avenue, Jackson, Ky.
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Cole -~ Sam Cole was the first settler in Breathitt Coe of the earlier
Coles, Came from Owsley County. Settled in Jaockson 1845, Moved by wagons,
Lots of household goodse Decent Irish and Eng}ish mixed. .Most all of Coles
have besn merchants, Mr, Cole is now 93 years .old,

Collieree Filmore Collier, First Collier to settle in Breathitt came
from Virginia, Seven children. English decent,

= William Kash first to settle in Breathitt., Settled about four
or five miles upon Quicksand, Came from Virginia around 1797, ScotcheIrish,

This family has had several Dr's also Lawyers. Kelly Baok has practioedlaw

- in Washi!_lé'bl)l‘l I?.G. for s;wml years, :Groonbriar Cos Va.
Bays = W.H, Bayes ocame to Breathitt around 1882, from lMagoffin Co,
Moved in wagons had ve;-y little household goods, All of their furniture
we.s hand x;ado. Scoteh Irish deocents Several teachers,
Landrum - first to settle in Breathitt was Rubin Washington, Came from
Virginia to Letcher County, was a Medithos oirout rider, MNoved in boat
from Vhitburg to the mouth of Lost Creek were he settled., English deocent
ReB. Landrum was preacher helped organize the first Methodist Churoh in Jacksone

John Hargis was the first to move to Jaokson after town was established in

1839, Came from Pikeville on the Big Sandy, reared ten ohildren a ﬁgggafour
L ]
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Patriocks = Alexandra Patricks was one of first settlers of Breathitt

......

Coe. Came from Madison County around 1820, Settled at the mouth of Lick
Branch on the North Fork River, They walked into Breathitt had but little
household goods and stook, Mt, Patriock worked af the salt wells, Was Scotch
Irish decente He was olerk of Breathitt County court also circuit court for

about twenty-five years, Mre J.E. Patrick of Jackson who is a very old

oiltizen is a grandson of Alexandra Patriok,
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old lledie Turrer the groat grandfather of big Berry Turner who now is T
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87 yoars old. Vs the first omne to setile in Dreethitt Co. Sottled at &
mouth of Elesome Oreek. Cemme from North Carolina, Scot Countye. Rode horse-
Lack and welked drove sleds. Scoteh Irish descent. There is a record of Big
Derry Turner that breasks all records in Breathitt. il is the lather of
twenty iwo childrene CGrandfather of one hundred and eight grandchildren.
The great grandfather of one hundred and twelve children. The great-great

grandfuthes of four children. Ile was borned Teb. 12, 1853. Larriec when he
was nineteen. This is direct from Ir. Rurner himself.

Deaton

John Deaton was the first to settle in Breathitt about 1840. Came from
Virginia, walked through. First settled on Grape Vine in Perry County. Then
later moved to Wolf Coal from there to Crockettsvills, in Breathitt, John
Deaton was a member of legislature, Two sohoolteaehaﬁ of the old generation.
About sevenlty five percent of the younger generation are school teachers.
Alex Deaton was high Sheriff of Ereathitt.

unrner

. 0ld ledie Turner the rreet grarndfather of big Berry Turner who now is

87 vears old. Vas the first one to settle in Breathitt Co. Settled at the
mouwth of Elesome Creek. Came from North Carolina, Scot County. Rode horse-
beck and walked drove sleds. Scotch Irish descent. There is a record of Big
Berry Turner that breaks all records in Breathitt. @He is the father of
twenty two children. Crandfather of one hundred and eight grandchildren.

The great grandfather of one hundred and twelve children. The great-zreat

srandfather of four children, _He was borned Feb. 1%, 1853, Married when he
wes nineteen, This is direct from .r. Furner himseli.
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Virginia, walked through. First settled on Grape Vine in Perry County. Then
later moved to Wolf Coal fronm tﬁere to Crockettsville, in Breathitt. John
Deaton was a member of lerislature. Two schooliteachers of the old reneration.
About seventy five percent of the yéﬁnger reneration are school teachers,

Alex Deaton was high Sheriff of Breathitt,

Willie Amis was forst of this family to settle in Breathitt. Came fronm

& daa

Clay County. Settled on Longs Creeck in Breathitt County about 1836 or 1837.

1

Ceme throurh on horseback,

Tom Anmis, Captain - 14 Ky, Vol. ITif; Civil Viar
Jo}‘_n n LiGUt 2 n " 1 n 1
Tiile L el " " " n n
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There viere several teachers and preachers.
Robvert Amis, Deputy Sheriff
Alfred " " Constable

Viillie Amis married Elizabeth Bowling and throuzh the Bowlings the blood

lineage is traced to pocahontas about 13 generations.
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- _Sewell Tom Sewell was the first settler of the Sewell Family, Came here
in 1800, Came from Tennessee, Claiborne County-name of place wheee they lived
vas Tazlwell, Farried Jona Turner in Harlan County, TFirst Sewell cane over
from England with Lord Baltimore as his secretary., Tom Sewell was a very poor
man when he came to Dreathitt, But when he moved from here to Fayette County
he owned large boundaires of land, Also vms a successful merchant., He vmlked
through from Tennessee had very little furniture for his home, Bufl Sewell was

and

a Confederate Soldier, Great many were school teachers, book-keepers, 1lost

all the Sewells were tall, English decent,

Cundiff T.G. Cundiff was one of the first settlers in Breathitt County,

Came fron old Virginia. Settled on Frozen, on what was known as the Coclkrell

farm., Married a Gabbard, who lived on Puncheon Camp, They walked through, %-
Bought some stock, and household goods, Iater on moted to Tar Cresk and bought .
thirteen hundred acres of land for three pairs of oxen and on hog rifle gun,

Bundiff's were all farmers and school teachers,

Johnson, Thomas Johnson vms one of the earliest settlers of the Johnson

Family and came here from Bunclam Co., N.C. about one hundred years ago, He
settled near the mouth of Turkety Creek, He and his folks disagreed about a
certain matter so he left home and came to Kentucky., Stayed about two years.
His folks learned where he was and wrote for him to come back, So he returned,
his father gave him stock, household goods also 5 negro slaves to bring back

with him, He also brought back seven brothers with him who settled in different

parts of Eastern Kentucky . Early generation were all farmess, Later therse were
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lawyers, preachers and school teachers, They are of Welsh decent,

CARDVELL, John W, Cardwell was first to come to Breathitt Co, He first

settled in Harland but only a short time, later moving to Breathitt around
1920, settled at the mouth of Pan Bowl Branch, in a small log cabin, He came
from Tennessee, near Knoxville, The Cardwells are Schotch Irish, The Cardwell
family is a very proﬁinent family of Breathitt, John W, Cardwell was County
and Circuit Court Clerk jointly, Charles 0. Cardwell was county judge of

this County, Edwin 3, Cardwell was Circuit Court Clerk, Thomas P, Cardwell
werved in both houses, lLegislative, Senate, Thomas P. Cardwell, Jr was in the

Spanish American ar, also a school teacher, Charles 0, Cardwell was a lawver.

CRAWFORD, Archibald Crawford came to Breathitt before this county was ever
made a county, Came from Virginia to Telega which is now a part of the County,
but at the time they settled here wasnt a part of Breathitt, Raised a large

_ family at Telepa, later they moved into Breathitt, They walked through from

R i -

“Virginia, Came through the Cumberland:Cap and down the Cumberland River,
Kentucky had not been made a State long when they came here, The Crawfords are
Scotch Irish, Othol was onee known as Crawford, The railroad changed the
name, from Crawford to Othol, The Crawfords were all industrious people, owned

large boundaries of land also were merchants,

RUSSELL. John Russéll was born and raised in Lee County, Virginia, Came
here in 1858, Settled at Clayhole on Troublesome., Land belonged to Henderson
Combs, walked through by Pine Mountains and Black Mountain, then on dovm the
river, Seven Children. The Valley in Virginia where they moved from was call-
ed Sugar Run, They had very little furniture, They were a number of school

teachers, A.C. Bussell was Jailer for two terms., Circuit Court Clerk one term,

Alfred Russell was County Court Clerk two terms, County atty, two ternms,
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Some lawyers, One preacher, Scotch Irish decent, Tall-light haired, Tilliam

Russell owned large boundaires of land, Grandfather didn't wnat to own land,

because he had taxes to pay, Ypuldn't even pay rent, just moved from place to

place, On Troublesome named a branch Russell's Branch, At one time all of the

early settlers of Russells lived on Russell's Branch,

TERRY, Ike C, Terry about 1839 Breathitt was made a county right after he

moved here, He was ninteen years old in ay, He fell among the Babbards and
married, Came from Pike County and settled on Long's Creek lived theee fronm
three to four years, First child was born and lived to be two years old,
Died and was buried on Terry's Branch, Afterwards came to Turkey Creek, He
settled there and raised a large family, Died thore. The Creek was named
Bowam Fork, Ike Terry said that wouldn't do to let go by that name so he

Two
changed the name to Honey Run, Twelve or thirteen children, To of the boys

= e =

-Jwere capﬁﬁredrin Civil Viar and-died at Lake Zire, Ike C, Terry was raised . in
Pika County, His father camé from Virginia, The Terry's walked in here,
Would hunt and fish awhile then go back and bring some more of their relatives
in, Ovmed large boundaries of land, TNumber of Terry's were teachers, Some
were merchants, Irish decent, Jake Terry is one 6f the oldest teachers.
Turkey Cresk got its name this way, Some people were hunting- %While stopping
there this creek'emptied into the North Fork River, They saw a big white tur-
keyfly up the creek just as they got ready to shoot. Some one else shot the

turkey and it fell in the Creek, Never did know whether an Indian or Thite

man shot the turkey.
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Early Settlers - Cardwells

(1) John Cardwell came from Knoxville, Tenn., about 1325, He first settled
in Harlan County where hsi som Thomas P. Cardwell, Sr., was born in 1829, He
brought his family to Breathitt about 1830(7)., John Cardwsll was associated with
Thomas Sewell, assisting in the operation of Sewell's storss of which he had several.
{Sewe&l purchased timber extensively, later moving to Clay's Ferry, Fayette County,
whers he died}e. John Cardwell and his wife had several children, 6 sons and 3
deughters. Ee died in 1876 and was buried in the cemétery, then situated on what
is a part of Highland Avenue end a part of Iees College Campus. Mr. John Cardwell's
body was exhumed and moved to Marcum Hoights cemetery and reinterred there about
1889, for at this time the streot was under course of being changed from the hollcw
to higher ground. Thomas P, Cardwell Sr.,(the son born in Harlen Cos). married
a Miss Ellen South, daughter of Jeremish South (father of “reathitt Cos)e Thomas
P, Cardwell Sr,, was elescted Reprasentative to the Kentucly Tezislature from
Breathitt and «e..e.. serving 13863-65. He was elected to the State “anats from the & ;1
district of which Breathitt County formed a part, serving 1365-~69, He was rselected
to the House of hepresentatives, Kentucky State Legislature, serving 1871-73.
Thomas P. Cerdwell, Sr., and his wife, Ellem (South) Cardwell had Thomas P, Cerd-
wall, Jr., is their son. He served in the U.S. Army, 2nd Lieutentant, 4th Kentucky
Infantry, full volunteer regiment, 1898-1900. He was elacted City Police Judge
of Jackson, serving 1902-11, Lieutenant Caldwell, or better known es Judge Caldwell,
is a large real estate owener and operatore He has never married, but he, together
with his mother, till her death, rearsd the youngest daughter, a posthumus child,
of his sister, Corderia (Cardwell) Coxe Doctor Braxton De. Coz, her husband, was

assasinated in 1902 while on his way home about 9 o'clock at night walking down

the hillside of Court St. Ke was considered "a physician of more than ordinary

merit."
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The Cox's had 2 sons and 3 daughters. Ons son, Edward Greendorf, was a
graduate of the Louisvills Pharmacy department of Louisville University. He vol=-
unteersd with the Kentucky National Guards and served with the U.S. Army ia Nexico
1916-17. He was transferred to Co. K, 148th Infantry (Ohio) 37th Division, com=
missioned a 2nd Lisubsnant, transferred to the 5th Division and saw much service
overseas during the World War, One daughter still lives in Jackson, married hers.
The youngest child, posthumus, was educated by her uncle, Judge Thomas P, Cardwell,
Jre, also lives in Jackson, a clerk in the First Yational Bank. Her grandmother
died in 1914 when iss B, Tox was 12 wyears old, (%)

Amongz the other sons of John Cardwell were: \john T, Cardwell, elacted Cir-
cuit Court Judge, serving 1874-1878, and reelscted to the same office, serving
1882-18386+ dJohn W, Cardwell's son, E.B. Cardwell, was elscted and served as Cir-
cuit Judge about 1914(7).

(4) Daniel Cardwell, son of John Cardwell, serves as Captain of Co. G, Three
Forks Battalion, near the close of the Civil War, with the Union Army. (P. 789).

Charles 0.-Gardwsll, eldest son of Thomas P, Cardwell, Sr., practiced law,.

He was eclected Breathitt Co. Judge 1838. He was elected Ereathitt Co. Attormey,
1900, He moved to Wolfe Co. and later moved out west to Oklahoma. Fe died there.

His brother E.B. had
(5) He was married to Miss Margaret Combs, 1879f merried her sistsr in 1387, (6)

e T Y G

(7) Jerry Cardwell, enother son of Thomaskéardwell, Sre., was convicted, scn-
tenced and served time in the Ky. Penitentiary for the shooting of ececessccreces
during the Hargis-Cockrell.feud. Fe returnsd to Breathitt livine hers ti11 his
death a few years aéo. He was considered a good citizen during the latter years

of his life. IHe married a fow years previous to his death.

Bibliograpky (1) Judge T.P, Cardwell, real estate dealer, Main St., Jackson
(2)From private files of l.E.F. Bishop, all rights reserved, but
contributed to this work.
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(3) »isczel. Bond Booke Co. Ube Clerk's office, Court House, Jackson, Ky,
{4) Repor: of Adje Gene. of the State of Ky, Vole No 2, p, 789, 1851~65, pub.
et the Yeoman Office, 1367, printer, John H. Harvey, public printer, Frenikfort,
5) Yarriage Bond Book, Vol. 2, Ps 148, County Clerk's office.
(6) " 4, P, 241

{7) See records at Frankfort Yenitentiary.

(1) Jeresmiah (Jerry) Cardwell, a brothér of former City Police Judge T.P. Cardwell,
Mgin St., Jackson, was sentenced to two years for the fatal shooting of Tide Hargis
and the late Judge James (Jim) Hargié. (Yeudel fame)e He was pardonsd befors
serving any time by former CGove Bradley, a relative of the family through the

Southss Jerry’'s mother was a South,

Bib, (1) lrs. Samuel J. Cockresll, Jackson
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Cardwells
(I) Jeremiah (Jerry) Cardwell, @ brother of former City Police Judze T. P.

Cardwell, lain Street, Jackson, Ky., was convicted and sentenced to two years
for the fatal shooting of Tide Hargis, a brother of A. H, Hargis and the late
Judge James (Jim) Hargis (Feudal fame)s He was pardoned, before serving any

time, by former Governor Eradley, a relative of the family through the Souths.

Jerry's mother was a South.

Bibliography

(I) Hrs., Samuel J. Cockrell, linin Street, Jackson, Ky.
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Cockrells

(I) The Cockrell family have be:zn and are considered one of the most prom-
inent ever living in Breathitt County. In the early part of the nineteenth
century, nine brothers, from a family of ten brotheré, came to Kentucky from
Virginia. Joseph, ﬁléxander, liorgan and James moved to Iissouri. Joseph was
the father of the Hone Fo s Cockrell, United States Senator from !issouri, for
thirty years. Daniel was killed in the wmr of 1812, John, William, Simon and
Jerry (Jeremiah) settled in what is now Breathitt County. "Jerry Cockrell lived
and died on Quicksand. (This means ; part of the country along the Quicksand
Creek. iFB,)s A stream, Cockrell's Fork rising in Perry County, flows through
a part of Breathitt emptying into Lost Creek at Ned, (2 new school house is
situated here. MFB,) some five miles from the confluence of Lost Creek with
Troublesome Creek. This Cockrell's Fork is some 15 miles south of Jackson,

"Jeremiah Cockrell had two scns; Simon and Thomas, They nmigrated to Arkensas
in 1839.

John Cockrell lived on the south side of the river (North Fork of the
Yentucky River, MFB) at the War Shoal, four miles below the present site of
Jackson, He vas & great hunter, a second Daniel Boone, and spent much of his
time on the Vestern frontier among the Indians by whom he was finally killed
in 1828, He left a widow, known as Aunt liilly, one son, John and three
daughters. John Jr. married at the age of 41, He moved to Ark#nsas in 1839.

(page 14)
One daughter married Jerry South (see hist, sketch of Jeremiah South, already
sent in, dated 7/7/1939 1FB.); another daushter married Dick South, a cousin
(page 15) (2)
of Jeremiah. He served as lst Sergeant in Company B, Fifth Regular Infantry,

Consolidated with Kentucky Volunteers, Sept. 7, 1862, Commanded by his cousin,

William T, Berry South, Confederate Arry, during the Civil War: a third daughter
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married Adrian Hays." s

(I) Auat 1illy Cockrell, wife of John Sr., was considered a very remarkable
woman. She wms sbout five feet ten inches in height, very unusual in the
Cockrell and South families. (The Cockrell mwen of the last two generations
are large and tall, but they take alter the Jottse 1FB.) Intellectually she
wag considered very bright, comparing faveraebly with any lady in Kentucky at
the time. She was very religious and was the first member to join what was
then called the Campbellite Church (Christian Church of Deciples of current
dates 1FB.)e The only organized church of any denomination within a stretch
of 125 miles, in the valley of the North of the Kentucky River and its tribu-
taries, was a small Baptist Church at the mouth of the Quicksand River about
three miles south of Jackson.

The nearest church, of which Aunt lilly (trs. John Cockrell, IFB) vas &
member, was st Hazel CGreen (VWolfe County, 1FB), a distance of twenty-one miles.
She attended three or four annual meetings held there by the Reve John Smith,
(knowvn as "Raccoon" Smith) among the first pioneer preachers of the Christian
Church in Kentucky. Aunt lilly thought very highly of hin. She attended the
Hazel Green Church during the surmer months, for several years during the 1E3Cs.
She travelled alone on horseback through the wilderness where but few people
lived. She always stopped at the home of Green Trimble, father of "Green
Trigble" usually going there on Fridays and returning to her home on londays.
(She wms the great grandmother of South Trimble, ses histe of South. 1FB)e

The third brother, William Cockrell, was a farmer, a surveyor, a school
teacher and a preacher. FHe removed to liissourl about 1834, but returned to
Breathitt in a few years. Groen Trimble attended his school about sixty days
vhen seven years old.

William Cockrell had six sons and four daughters. All of the children,

except one daughter, Elizabeth, moved to *issouri. She married Villiam Davis,
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the school master who lived in Breathitt County. (page 15)

(3) An unrecorded option, County Court Clerk's office, was given to the

William Cockrell, 26th September, 1828, from John licEinley, for 1C acres

at $5.00 per acre---and a deed from John Saeed lorth to William Cockrell,
October 20, 1829, This option was on land lying in a Patent to "Ephraim

Thompson dated 17th lay, 1784, and the T. D. Roberts Patent dated 13th of
llay, 1785, estimated to contain 1,000 to 1,500 acres, more or less.

"Simon Cockrell married Iliiss Polly Smith. They had eleven sons ard two
daughters. All, except one son married and had families. Vardaman and liles
enizrated to Missouri about 1835, Ilitles was killed in a fight at Independence,
lissouri, leaving a widow and two sons who returned to Kentucky in 1843. James
was killed by a tree falling on him, Harrison and Simon, Jr. both died in Estill
County from the effects of pistol wounds. Ilic Kinley was & minister of the
Christian Church. He died at the early age of 37, Frank and llenry were both
insane for many years preceeding their death,"

Simon Cockrell Sr. lived in that part of Breathitt which was taken from

(page 16)
Estill County formed in 1808s Ie had lived in Estill County for 31 years.
Vhen Breathitt County was formed, (April 4, 1939, act approved). Simon Cockrell
Sr. made a gift of ten acres, for the site of the county seat. This was named
Breathitt Towm, lated changed to Jackson, in honor of Andrew Jacksone. This
site included the square in which the Court House and Jail are erected.

Si;ii Cockrell and his wife, Mary (Smith) Cockrell, at their decease were
buried on their home property, custom among tﬁe liountain people, especially
during the early days. This property, the burial ground excepted, passed into
the George Sewell family, but it always bears the name of the "Si. Bend." for

its former owner. (John Jones is the present ovmer. iBF), These two graves

are covered with the rock tombstones cut in the shape of the casket shape of
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the 1890's. These are set on top of the graves, resting on small corner

stones sunken in the earth.

(4) & (5)

A stream in the Frozen Creek Valley wwos named for Simon Cockrell, Cockrell's

Fork has its confluence with Cope's Fork itself a tributary of Frozen Cresk,
closely to the small bridge oh Cope's Fork, but generally knovm as "the Cockrell
Fork Bridge of Frozen. During the recent flood disaster, this bridge was
ve.shed off the abutments, down the creek some distence, and together with
uprooted trees and other debris washed up on the shore of the creeke

A farm about one half mile farther beyond the bridge, toward Lexingtoﬁ,
formerly belonging to U.S. Commissioner Samuel J. Cockrell and his wife, bub
recently sold to Ilir. and lirs. Earl Howard, was devastated, all crops swept awmay,
dwelling house and all out buildings swept off and utterly destroyed. Irs.

Howard and two children were drowvnmed, bodies recovered and identified. Ifr,
Howard's body has not been recovered to date. Irs, Howard vas a nicce of

lrse Samuel Jo Cockrell, a brother's daughter. Simon Cockrell Sr. father of
James Cockrell, Yames Cockrell father of Clifton Cockrell, Clifton Cockrell
father of U.C,Commissioner Samuel J. Cockrell and Tom Cockrell Samuel Cockrell
merried liss Roberta Blanton, daughter of County Judge William H. Blanton;

they have one son, Ollie James Cockrell, atty-at-law, practising in the Jackson
Course. He married a liiss Susan Bach of the Quicksand Bachs,

Samuel J, Cockrell was elected and served as Sheriff of Breathitt County,
1926-1929; was elected and served as Jailer of Breathitt County, 1930-1233; and
RS appointed United States Commissioner, Eastern Kentucky District April 1936,
) Simon Cockrell Sr. was regarded as being the wealthiest man in either Estill
or Breathitt counties, owning many slaves and large bodies of timber and coal

lands, At that time the latter was regarded as of little value. Vhile a

citizen of Estill County he lived nearly 50 miles from his county seat, and it

LYY o 0
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required three days to make the trip. (page 16)
(8) Following the organization of Breathitt County, Simon Cockrell paid

taxes on the following property,"

in the year 1840:---=500 acres of land
on the Horth Fork of the Kentucky River (the site for Jackson, 10 acres
wes In this piece of land. IFB), wvalue $1,600; 1,000 acres on Var Creek.

value $800; 33,000 acres on Frozen Creek (it is told that he owned from the

head to the mouth of the Frozen Creek,!FB), value 31,300; 10 slaves, value

$3,000; 9 horse; 100 head of cattle; three children between 7 and 17 years

of age. The full valuation of this property wms $15,560,"

(I) Simon Cockrell Sr. was & money lender at 10 per cent interest, never
charging any more nor taking any less. He handled a good many cattle which

he raised at little expense. He had no grass, but depended on the peavine

for summer, and the hundreds of acres he owned, covered with cane and other
winter forage, was amply sufficient to take his stock through the winter with-
out additional feed.

The only market for all the cattle raised in the liountain part of Eastern
Kentucky vas in Virginia, principally Loudon and adjoining counties in the
Shenadoah Valley, where the blue grass for. grazing purposes was said to be
equal to Kentucky. Every year up till the beginning of the Civil Viar, many
thousand head of cattle were driven from this state to Virginia; there being
no stock scales in the county, they were sold by the head, averaging $10.00
per head for three year old steers. Since the close of the Wer, lit. Sterling
has been the great cattle market for all this part of the country. Ire Cockrell
sold his cattle to a Ilr. Vanmeter of Winchester, only. Xis confidence in the
honesty of lir. Vaﬁmeter was unbounded, having sent him as many as fifty and

seventy-Live head of cattle at a time, requesting him to pay whatever he

thought the ecattle wsre worth.
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lr§e Cockrell was a clever and an honest man, and had many redeeming
traits, He was never known to refuse to extend the helping hand to the poor;

and was devoted to his friends., DBut to his enemies or to those who had in-
curred his displeasure he would not speak to or have anything to do with; and
for any vrong or insult given there was no forpiveness on his part. He was
never knowm to attend church or participate in any religious devotions, or

to lend his presence to any religious gatherings, except a certain baptizing
at Jackson on one occasion.

There was 8 protracted meeting (spoken of in cities as "religious revivals")
}FB), held at Jackson by Rev. Joseph Nickell, vho represented a denomination
that preached that preached the doctrine of baptisn by immersion for the re-
mission of sins, and that the remission ocourred in the act of baptizing.
Fourteen persons joined the church during the meeting, and at the close they
all went down to the river to be baptized. Among the converts was a man who
had formerly been a tenant to lir, Cockrell's and with whom he had had some
difficulty. IMre Cockrell haépened to be in tovm that dey and he followed
slong with the large crowd of over 150 persons to see the baptizinz. #s his
former tenant was being immersed, Cockrell called to the parson in his loud
stertorian voice that could be distinetly heard a quarter of a nile, and
(page 17) said, ‘'Bouse him again, Joe, for he is a dam't dirty doz, end it
will take two dips to wash away his sins! '

Simon Dohanan, & prominent citizen of Woodford County, purchased the
tract of land on %he north side of the river opposite the mouth of Cane Creek
when it was a part of Estill County, and improved it very handsomely as a
hone for himself and two sons, Lewis and Henry, who were gentlemen of Edu-

cation and refinement and also as & summer home for his wife and two lovely

daughters, who would come vp from Voodford County via. Hazel Green on horse-
(7)
back and spend the summer months.( This house contained eight rooms, two

i 5ot e
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stories, and the lumber in it all had been hand hewed. The house was torn
dowvm a few years since by the present owmer, lir. andll rse. Green Buéh, of
Jackson, Kentucky, and the good timbers used in the construction of a more
modern seven room house, This farm is on a part of the Panbowl section of
the county. 1FB.)s "Henry Vioodford married liss Pauline Cockrell, daughter
of Simon Cockrell Sr., and Louis Woodford married a daughter of Tilliam Eaddix,
two of the wealthiest ladies in the county. Both sons, with their families and
(page 18)
slaves, nmigrated to Texas a few years before the Civil War,

I was more intimately acquainted with liiss Anne Allen thgn any young lady
in the countye. I boarded with her’sister, lirs, Nick Hays, for several months
while she was a member of the family. She was rezarded as being the brizhtest
and one of the handsomest young ladies in the county and intellectually she
had no superior. She afterwards married James Cockrell (pagze 8) (son of Simon
Coclrell Jr, 1FB.), and was the grandmother of City llarshall Jim Cockrell, who
was assassinated on the streets of Jackson severgl years ago, 1902, during the is
Hargis-Coockrell fued (it is said that he died in the performance of his duby.
Fe vas a brother of U.S,Commissioner Samuel J, Cockrell and a son of Clifford
Cockrell. Clifford Cockrell died while his children were small, I have not
loarned the cause of his death, Another son, Tom Cockrell, got into an argu-
ment with Ben Hargis, a brother of former Senator A. He Hargis, of Hargis Bank.
Ben shot him twice and he shot Ben who died within a few days from the wounds.
Tom Cockrell was arrested and the case transferred to Powell County. He was
in the Circuit Court of Powell County and acquitted on "Self defense". (¥t was
a short time before this that Doctor Cox, already referred to in the Caldwell
History was shot and killed, "Doctor Cox had heen appointed guardian of the

Clifton Cockrell children. He had been %o Lexington to employ defense counsel

for Tom Cockrell and e few nights later when Doctor Cox was a few yards from
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his home, going down the hill from his office, a voice called to him from
actross the street. Doctor Cox stopped, turned and replied---then three

load of buckshot were poured into his bedy, killing him instantly. Twenty-
eizht buckshot were removed from his body after being removed to his home,"

(Jim end Tom were older than Sammel Je U.S Com. MFB).

Mrs. Samel J, Cockrell's lineage in direct line to Pocahanta follows on

next page.

Bibliography

(1) Green Trimble 'Recollections of Breathitt" writsen at 90 years of aze
and sbout twenty years ago.

(2) Adjutant's Report, Confederate Xentucky Volunteers, War 1861-1865. Vol.
1, page 210-212, kindly lent by Captain A. C. Cope, Viorld Viar 7eteran, and
commander of State lilitary Company 38. Jackson, Kentucky.

(3) TFile No. 2, Unrecorded Deeds, "iiscl, bundle, Vault Co. Ct. Clk's office
Court House, Jackson, EKentucky,.

(4) lirs. Samuel J. Cockrell, wifr of U.S, Commissioner, Iain Street, Jackson
Kentucky.

(5) imp of Breathitt County, prepared by the Kentucky Department of Highways;
lent by County Judge Pearl Campbell, Court House, Jackson, Ky. (current).

Urse Samuel Jo Cockrell traces her lineage on her mother's side, direct to
Pocahantes: She is the daughter of Doctor William Gay, on the maternal side,
Her father was County Judge two terms and served one term as County Attorney.
(4) The late Judgze William H. Blanton remarked during his later years of life,

that had he known as much law when he was twenty-one as he did in later years

he ™would not have slept on his rizhts.," His wife inherited some property,
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coming of age she and her husband did not clainm it and lost their rizht to it.
See next page for lineage traced to Pocahontas.

Bibliography continued from page 8

(6)7 Tax Lists for 1840, for Breathitt County: Xentucky Historicel Society,
01d Capitol Building, Frankfort, Kentuclky.

(7) lilrss Gresn Bach, wife of present owmer, Gerner Highland Avenue and Broad-
way, part of Highway No. 15,

(8) Private files of IEF BISHOP, contributed to this work. )
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BREATHITT COUETY
EA®LY SETTLERS
Hollans
(1)

Five brothers, Levi, Richard, Clarke, David and Eli Follan, came from
liorth Carolins to what is now a part of Breathitt County, in 1850. Eli
continued his journey into Jackson County, then a little later he moved
out to Oklahoma, settling there. Richard, Cla:ke and David moved out into
the State of Arkapsas, a short time later,

Levi settled. at Juan, between 11111 Creek and Canoe in the middle Fork of
Kentucky River section. He was a farmer, but made shoes for the family's
needs, tco. He'married a Xiss Ella Couch., One of his children, Alfred,
when eighteen years old in 1887, married a lMiss Pauline Howard, age twenty.

He bought a small piece of land at the mouth of Turley Creek, cleared it for
cultivation and built a two room cabin where the family lived. Alfred cleared
one acre of land for Alfred Gamble, a neighbor, in payment for a solid walnut,
flat to ped table 4 x 6 feet, This table became the dining table of Alfred
Hollan, His wife coéked their food in a skillet over a fireplace. His first
wife bore him eleven children and his seéond wiife hed five, He was a farmer
and merchant. He was deceased December 4, 1938, The properiy owned by Alfred
Hollan has passed out of the fanily, except for.the Eollon cemetery reserved
in the deed. During 1937, at a fanily reunion, Alfred Holloﬁ said, "Lets buy
more lend adjoining the cemetery enough to bury all the Hollons.," They did
so. In this cemetery are two of the early rock covered graves. These graves
have the solid rock slabs on each side and each sunk into the ground about

two or two and one half feet, standing about the same height above ground;

then across the top, tightly fitted lies another stone,
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This would keep the wolves and other wild animals from disturbing the
dead, The early Court Records show that a bounty vms paid by the Court for
Wolf scalps, 1840-41. The people also believed the rock would keep the dead
preserved better when the loose soil would settle on the graves.

Among Alfred's children, one son, Arch C, Hollon served in the United
States Army in time of peace, served during the Spanish-American Var, alto;ethe?
about five years, during which he saw service in the Philipine Islands., Later
on he went to Panama, serving there sbout 1914-1917. He is in a Go ernment
hospital, Washington, D.C., his recovery being doubtful.

John S. Hollon, author son of Alfred's first family of children, is the
current post master of Jackson, Breathitt County. Ir. Hollon has the distinction
of being the first post master appointed in the State of Kentucky by President
Roosevelt, 1933.

(2)

Ir, John S, Hollan represented in the Legislature, Breathitt and Lees
Counties 1928-1929; Breathitt County Treasurer 1930-1933, during the tinme
his wife, lirs. Nell (Turner) Hollan, served as County Court Clerk of “reathitt
1930-1934, Iir, Hollon served as Breathitt County Cheirman for the Denocratic
party 1925-19355,

Patrick, another brother, served as deputy sheriff in Perry County 14
years, living there., Alfred Jr., another brother was on the city police
service, Hazard, 1921-1922, being killed in the performance of duty. Three
sisters, married and two have families, living in Jackson.

Mr. John S, Hollan, Post laster, is the present owner of the original

Jett Farm.
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The correct spelling is Hollgg; The fenily in direct line from Levi Hollen
spell it thus, including the present ovmer of the former Jett propert&. This
John S. Hollen is post master of Jackson post office.
Early deeds re-recorded in Deed Book No.l, spell the name thus. A few spell
it thus: Eolland,.
During the term of the former County Court Clerk, lirs. Nell Hollan, (wife of
postmaster Hollan) on all records spelled the name thus: Hollon,
As we are followingz the family of Levi Hollan whose father, Richard, came to " ;
3reathitt, the spelling is: Hollan,

L —
-

Jde

Allen is spelled thus: Allen lioore. Three pages, on his cominz to Breathitt

and settling here, accompany these answers to questions. The contradiction,
you refer to, of first settlers or pioneers I explain thus: Rev, J. J, Dickie's

material was copiled. Rev, lir., Dickie used the term Pioneer, was the Pioneer

of that special family of whom he would be writing.
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EARLY SETTLERS

Cockrells Supplement
(1) "Not since the days of Washington have there been brothers in the same
Congress, History in this respect will repeat itself the next year, Senator
‘Cocqull* of Missour, will enter upon his 4th term, and at the same time, his
brother, Representative Cockrell, of Texas, will begin his first term, The
Senator is the younger.of the brothers by two and one half vears.
" But he has eighteen years the start off the Texan in Washington life, Both
of the Cockrells are lawyers, Both were Confederates from the beginning to
the end of the War, Both attained the responsibility of the command of the
brigade, The elder Cockrell directed the famous battle of Lone Jack,.-5t
Louis Demoerat",
"These Cockrells are of the same stock as the Cockrells of Breathittgcounty.w
(2) Senator Cockrell's name was Francis M Cockrell,
NOTE* Francis M. Cockrell, ™son of Joseph," was United States Senator from
Missouri, for thirty years., "M.F.B.)
Bibliography
(1) Jackson Hustler (newspaper) issued Dec,23, 1892, 9.3, Ed & Pub, John J.
Dickie ( the man who founded Lees' Collegiate Institute) Pack Horse Library,
Breathitt County Library Building, Jackson, Ky.

(2) U.S. Commissioner Samuel Cockrell, Main Street, Jackson, Ky.

(3)"Recollections of Green T, Trimble" p.14, ( You will find this on p. 1.

"Barly Settlerg, Cockrells" already sent in, It bears date, 7/19/1939, MFB)
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SUPPLELENT

EARLY SETTLERS
COCKRELLS

(I) Clifton Cockrell, father of U,S. Commissioner Samuel J. Cockrall, was
about five feet six inches tall, weizhed about 140 pounds, fair complexion and
had red haif.
His cldeet brother Jim, City llarshall who was assassinated on the streets
of Jackson, was about six féat tall, had e fair complexion and light colored hair,
" Jim inherited his size from the Jetts who are usually large, fine looking
men.
Bibliography

(1) Yrs. Samuel J, Cockrell, lain Street, YJackson, Hy.

NOTE-The Cockrells are related to Daniel Boone, through the Cockrells marrying

the Jetts, and through Curt Jett marrying liiss llancy Bryant. It is claimed that

e sister of hersg "Sarah Dryant" married Scuire Boone a brother of Daniel, iFB,
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By: Annabelle Combs \1}'

REMINISCENCES OF BREATITT

COMBS FAMILY

Some time in the year 1600 there were ten brothers of the Combs family,
who came over from Scotland to America, Most of them settled in Virginia,
Harrison.Combs, my great grandfather, came to Kentucky from Russell

County, Virginia, 1ln 1795, and settled on the North Fork of the Kentucky
Rivere. Ths place at which he settled was known as the Big Bottom which was
about a half mile above where the town of Hazard now stands. This was the
first settlement on the North Fork of the Kentucky River in this section of
the country.

When Harrison Combs came to Kentucky his son, Matthew came with him, He

lived at that time.

Just below the Fifteen-lkile Creek on Troublesoms, Isasc Combs, en uncle
of mine, took it to Wolf County. I went after it and took it home where
I made peach brandy in it. It was loaned to someone -on the Kentucky River
and the house in which it was located was burned in 1872] 'The peach
seeds I mentioned before grew and bore more fruit than they knew whet to

-

do withe So Matthew and his brother Henry went to Washington County, Va.,

Insert
Vialnuts, hickory nuts and chestnuts were plentiful, and were alimys
gathered for home consumption, Elderberries were picked for wine. Black-
alsp
berries wareA plentiful, and they were put up with maple sugar made from
the sugar (maple) trees, 1line was e2we made from blackberries, brandy

from peaches, and whiskey from corn, Pillows and beds were made fran the

feathers of fowlss e




At the beginning of the war I had a commission from the Governor te

raise a compaﬁy of State troopss I had the company about two=-thirds en=
listed and we met and drilled every Saturdaye The war got so hot that the
first thing I knew two-thirds of the men in my company had joined the Con=
federates and the other third had joined the Union causs. So I put my
commission away and never told anyons about it, it afterwards got torn upe
Alfred Combs, an uncle of mine, was County Judge of Breathitt Co. He
served four years and received $75.,00 per year as his salary. At the same
time David K. Butler drew $40.00 per year for acting as County Attorney.
However, he did not serve a full term. Grandfather Matthew Combs said
that he had four or five Combs cousins who came to Kentucky eight or ten

years after he had come. These cousins settled in Clark and Madison
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his father moved to Troublesome Creek. Matthew Combs married Fannie Brown,
daughter of Williem Brown, who came from England before the Revolutionary
War, Mre. Brown married in the State of Georgia and was among the first
troops to enlist when the war broke out, and was under the command of Cen,
Georze Washington and served seven years with him,

Vihen the British got too hot for the citizens in Georgia, Washington
went down and helped them to bulild a fort into which all the citizens moved
with their femilies. Fannie Brown was born in this fort. After the war
Billy Brown went to Buncombe County, North Uarolina., and took up a large
boundary of land that was allowed to the Revoluticnary soldiers. Mr. Browm
came to Kentucky end lived two years.- While here his two daughters mare
ried two of Harrison Combs' sons. Matthew married Famnie Brown and Henry
rarried Annie Brown., Matthew end his wife, Fannie lived on their Troublesome
Creek farm until he bscame blind when they broke up hoﬁsekeeping and lived
with their children the rest of their deyse. His wife lived with her son,
Henry, my father, until deathe They raised eight sons and one deughter,
Aaron lives in Missouri, Matthew in Kentucky, Alfred and Henry on Trouble=
scme Creek in Breathitt County, Richard in Montgomery County, William in
Jackson, Breathitt County, Ky., Nathan in Arkansas, Rachel married Isaao.

Bach and lived in Quicksand about three miles above Jackson,

i e




§ Harrison o
Combs hung the first bow oar on & raft or boat on the Kemtucky River. When\‘ P
they commenced running boats and rafts they had what is called the stérn
oar and one on ,ealch side next to the bow ende When Harrison Combs got to
running on the water from Kentucky to New Orleans he hung an oar on the
bow end of the raft or boat and did away with the side oars. New Orleans
was the market place for corn, potatoes, tobacco, and hemp, also lumber,
The farmers would sell their surplus of crops to the men who ran the boats
or rafts, They would take it to New Orleans sell it and walk back home,
o distance of 1200 miles which was traversed almost entii'ely through the
woodss The 1ae.rb %ime I ever sew Mr;-(‘-h-arley Allen hé took dinner at my
father's when I was & boy just about ten years old. Mr Allen told me he

had mede 11 trips to New Orleans and had walked back every time. Mr. Allen

lived in what is now Lee Countye. Matthew Combs, my grandfather, moved to

the Troublesome Creek farm in 1828, His son, Henry, who was my father,

>
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The first circuit county and guarterly Court Clerk of Perry County
was Jesse Combs., He held all three offices up to-the tims of his death,
or for a period of fifty-fopr Years.

Austin Goodsey married Jesse Combs' daughter. He was among the first
sheriffs of Pefry County. In forming Perry County it runs a streight line
from the mouth of Quicksend Creek to the mouth of Turn Creek at the Middle
Fork of the Kentucky River. At the mouth of Turn Cresk there lived a
sottlement of the Crawford femily. _‘_Thare were no roads and the people had
to travel throu_gh the woods. The distance was so great and no roads that

bre. Goodsey just paid their taxes. Tax rate was 12% cents on the hundred

of dollars. Mr. Goodsey said the most of the taxes was paid in fur skins,
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EARLY SETTLERS
HADDIZES

Ir. Thomas Haddix, born October 2, 1881, lives on the old hope place,
the home of the first Haddix, his grandfather, “illiam Faddix, et Faddix.
(1) iy father's name was William G. Faddix, He was about seventy-five years
old when he dieds He died since 1885, He was the son of William Haddix, my
Grandfather, who came here from North Carolina sbout 1790. They may have
come by way of the Clinch River, but I always heard they came from Horth
Caroline. Three brothers, John, Colby and Henley came with him., ~Jchn wms
called "Colonel"., He had fought in the Revoluticnary War. He settled in the
northern part of what is now Breathitt?County, on what is now the Bill Eaci
farme tThis is on the Panbowl section of Breathitt, MFB) He was a membér,
(2) Representative of the State Legislature and helped secure the survey of
the State Highwmy through here to Virginia. (1) State highway Yo. 15 follows
the same s5Vrveye.

Colby Haddix settled in Violfe County, He is father of Samuel cf the

3

§egter to the Jackson Hustler, J.J. Dickie's paper, of 1884, Colby had about
seven children,
(4) 1In 1837 the State Legislature chanzed the voting precinct frem "House of
Colby Faddix to the house cof William Haddix, at Troublesome, (THIS was a part

of Perry County then. iFB).
(2)

Henly Haddix was the father of Butler Haddix, He lived on the old hore-
(1)

stead. Xe settled on Lost Creek. He was throwm from a horse and ¥killed be-~

fore I was born."

Henly Haddix owned much land on North Fork end the liiddle Fork on the

Kentucky River. He paid taxes on the following property during 1840, first
orzanization
year following the mrxzimation of Breathits County: (5) five thousand acres
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on the Iliiddle ?01"1‘1, value ',,)9,000; :J,O\:\O acres on -Lhe :i“la and :Ort‘i'. FD:‘::

ofthe Ientucky River, wvalue 1,000; 2 slaves, value $800,; four children

between azes seven and seventeen years; total value of property on which he

paid taxes, $10,800,
(2) Williem Haddix married a liss. ifiller; they had four sons and six

deughters.? (6) One of the khrem daughters, Cynthia, married Louis Bohanan,

(1)
L)
later imigrated to Texase. a few years bhefore the Civil Var. One daughter,

Hancy, married Judge E.C.Strong, or "Red Iied" as he was called, (2) Another
daughter married a Williams and two of them married e Intoshes, (1) The

I Intoshes came here not long after Williem Haddix. William and Eenley

settled on Lost Creek, near the mouth of Troublesomes. The sotblement has
" iy : Trrs .
always been known as "Haddix", One of William's sons was named Villian Grey,

and knowvn as Villiam G. Haddix, He wms the father of Thormas ¥addix.
(Interviewed. 1TFB,)

(1) 1y grandfather enjoyed fighting with his fists, prize fizhting. He
was sbout five feet and ten inches tall and weizhed 180 pounds, Ez was a
muscular giant,.

One day a fellow came along here, up the creek near his home, met up with
my grandfather and said, 'I want to find Billy Haddix.' Grandfather told him,
'"You've found hime' Hooley was the man's name., He told grandfather he had
come to fight him. Crandfather strivped and fought Hooley and broke several
of his ribs, Then he took Hooley to his home and kept him there, took care
of him till he was well, He had no hard feelings toward Hooley, for it was

a contests Iy grandfather head frequent prize-fizhts, but was never defeated,

The Haddixes are large, heavy men and women, mostly weizhed from 150 to 180

pounds, llost of them are dark, brunettes,
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(5) Williem Faddix paid taxes on the following property d-ring 1840, the

year following the orgénization of Breathitt County: Five hundred acres land

on the Horth Fork of the Kentueky River, value 2,000; one hundred acres on

thg liorth Fork of the Xentucky River, value [50.00; five hundred acres on the
liiddle Fork of the Xentucky River, value ;300.; five hundred acres on Cane

Creek, value $600,; three hundred acres on Lost Creek, value ;400.; ten slaves
value $3,900; five horses; thirty head of cattle; three children between azes

of seven and seventeen years. Total value of property 48,168,

(1) Then the Haddixes. came here they had horses, rack horses, pack horses

on vhich they carried their food, bedding, clothing and a few things for their

new home. The women rode much of the journey, sitting in front of or on top

of the lcads on the horses,

ly grandfather, William Faddix, built a two story log house on the same

sit9 where I now live, He first settled on vwhat is now the railroad crossing,
over there: then he moved across the Kentucky River and built a house of logs

twenty feet square, It had a flat rock chimney for the fireplace. The arch rock

e

is in different pieces with a keystone in the middle of the arch. Some of
the pieces of the arch may be lying around the yard now. The house was torn
dovm along about 1879 or 1880, In 1804 I tore down the chimney, afraid it
might fall.

I first built a plank house of two rooms. ter I tore it down and
built the éresent one; along about 1936, It is one and one half stories and
has seven rooms, including the rock basement rooms. ‘e had water,sunplied
from a spring, for family use. We concreted a basin for the water in the side

of the hill, Yes, we used oxen a great deal in farming and hauling. They are

slow, but they are strong., They can travel where horses and nules can't, A

horse or mule would sink in the gquicksands, but the feet of the oxen spread and
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and they don't sink. They can travel through guicksand. About the only
Sean of oxen now in the county is owned by Sewell Zoberts up here & Tays on
the Lost Creek road, after you cross the Troublesoze., Ul used larcze zrape-
vines for roping in the early dayse I've seen big grapevines, as big as my
lez (he »ut his hand on his thigh. 1ZB,) They used the vines to tie up their
boats to some tree or a rock on the shore. In the early days, besides clear-
ing the new ground, so the women could plant and work the crops, the men did
logging and hunted, for they could always sell their furs,

The flint lock rifle ias the only one =sed in early vears. Then the SUiie
smith re-made these into cap-locks,” Joha D. Eaddix, son of Henley Faddix was
the lock-smith., He was always knowm as, 'Bubter Iaddix', just a nickname.
Tes, we used bows end arrows; I used them vhen I vmas o boye. I've used then
meny a time for killing squirrels and fish. Ve did nost of our fishing that
way. Ve made the bows from cedar; the arrows were rade from souriood sprouts
in preferance to the Indian arrowood., Sourwood sprouts were more plentiful,
too. Then we had spikes made from iron for arrow points.

~ost everybody had dogs, just cur dogss The hound dozs came in later. The
dozs we had were cur dogs, big, strong dogs and severe. They had to be %o tackle
the wild animals.

Daniel Boone had just two dogs and a rifle; they were our dogs, large
dogs, severe dogs. Daniel Boone came in at the head of the Kentucly river
and came down the Horth Fork, right all the wvay through Breathitt County.

His wife has relatives in Breathitt.

Vhen the early settlers first came game was plentiful: wild hogs, deer,

elk, bear, coon, possum, and squirrels, Squirrels were so thick some years I

could kill them with stones. lany a time I've killed enough for a mess with
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nothing but stones. Wild fowls were plentiful: turkeys and pigeons, I've

my

seen the pigeons fly so thick they darkened the sun, That's about

o3
W

or 70
vears ago., There was a pigeon roost about thirty miles up Troublesome Creek,
that's in Perry County, now. So many would roost on the trees the branches
bent amay dovme Ve could zet meat easy then. The pigeons all left suddenly,
many years agoe

There is a place named Beaver Dam, about seven miles up on the Trouble-
some. When the beavers were first found, they had a real large dam built
there, There were large otter there, toos The hunters killed nearly 2ll of
them out and the few left disappeared. The next we learned of the beavers
they were over on the liiddle Fork of the Kentucky River. They moved dowm
about two miles below the mouth of Buckhorn Creek. Tip Dailey has a store
there; he lknows about the place where the beaver are., (Lower Beaverdam Creek
is in Breathitt County, empbying into Troublesome Creelzs Upper Deaverdam
Creek is in Perry County, about an equal distance from the EZreathitt-Ferry
line, The latter empbies into Troublesome Creel:, 1¥B).

Then my grandfather first cmme here the Big Bottoms (land lyinz along
the large creeks and the Forks of the Kentucky River, 1FB) were covered with
walnut and yellow poplar timber. The canes srew so thick one could scarcely
get through thems In some places they'd meet overhead along the streams.

During the early days ginseng, or "Sang" as they all called i%, was very

-3

=

plentifules It brought 37,00 a pound then, but about 33,00 now.

t was al-

" out in the wilds

ways good money. One time two women were gathering "sang
and a panther came real close to them, but they got away from it. The women
gathered the "sanz" and they always had to keep watch for wild anirals,

Ginseng has been culbivated, one man trying 1/4 acre cbout 1814, but it

did no% fetch the high price of the wild growth. Some have tried transplanting
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it, during the first year of its growth to the sane soil and shade in a part
of the woods near their homes. Thoy did so that they mizht have more "sang"
end be able to waitch it.

In the early years shoes, or boots were made fron deer skins but mostly
fron cow hides. The skins of the groundhog were dressed and used for raking
strings for the boots. These strings would scarcely ever break or wear outb.

llost of the people around here were Baptists. Cur preacher came from
liorgan county, one that we had. He came on horsebaclk, They used the school=
house for presching ins Vhen the llethodists came in here they came on horse-
back,too. Their preachers were called Circuit-riderse. iie had a school house
on Lost Creeks The old site lies on the Highwey lios 15 It's this side of
Strong's store, up at Lost Creek. I went to school about five years at our
first school; then I went to the school at Lost Creek when I vms about ten
years old, * B. S, Landrum was my teacher then. (7) Reuben S. Landrum tauzht
school at Lost Creek about 1865. He taught at other places in the country.
He taught here in Jackson, too."

(1) 1ly father had four sons and four daughters. I remember during the Civil
Var he left here and went to liiller's Creek in Estill County. He returned
from there April, 1865, I remember the day Abe Lincoln was killed,

Iy grandfather ovmed about thirty slaves when he died. He always gave
sore of his slaves to each child when they married, Then the slaves were
freed, many of owrs did not want to leave the place. Wie always kent plenty
of sheep till the Legislature passed the stock law preventing the sheep
running wild. We always had from fifty to seventy head of sheep. They always
roamed through the hills and fed; they were fat, too. Ve would gather them

and bring them home for lambing and we'd feed them some then. I've carried

wool to Sooneville to a carding factory; grandfather and me took it many a time,
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Vie'd have the wool cerded and then the women nade clothing and blankets and
wool spreads from it. They made everything we wore, in those days. The
wvomen wore linsey dressese. (8) Linsey is wool clothe The chain is of cotton
(varp, MFB.) and the fillinz is of weol (woof, FE).

The women gatheres a lot of wild herts and roots from the wood and we
always sold theme Sand (ginseng) yellowroot, snaleroct, bloodrcoot, walnuts,
hickory nuts and chestnuts; they were alvays plentifuls. They gathered elder-

o

berries amd made wine from it; it's good wine, too. 3Blackberries were plenti-
fuls, The women gathered them and put them up, sweetened with maple suzar made
from the suger trees. (iaple trees. 178). They made blackberry wine and peach
brandy, too., They made whiskey from the corn, but our people didnot make as
much of it as some of the other families, During the early times we sold logs,
timber, hogs, cattle, sheep, salt and coal and "sang", It brought good morey,
The women raised fowls and used the feathers makinz pillows and beds, Ve sold
cattle and hogs in Virginia., Sometimes the buyers came here for f:rs especially.
The eaarly salt worls was right here, in Haddix, when my father was a boy.
t vas right where the Haddix depot now is (L & N. R'road, :FB). They drilled
four feet for the well, At two hundred they struck a vein of coal about eleven
feet thick. They drilled on through it till the salt waber came. This salt
water was piped into a cistern and then piped so it would run into the salt
kettles. We built a furnace of stones, made a hot fire in it and put the
kettles of water on to boil. The water boiled dovm and left the salt. The
most of the kettles were large. I have a small one, a thirty gallon one at
my home now., Yes, you may have a picture of it. There's another kettle up
at Beech Davidson's; see Henley, Beech's father. Another old salt works was

at the end of the last Creek bridze. Louis Bohanan, son-in-law of "illiam and

William worked at the salt works. (Bohanen was in the Confederate Army; then
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e got 22,00 a bushel for salt about 1875, People bought salt as fast as we
could make it. In early years when they first came here they had %o go to Clay
County for salts One salt well wms above where Copeland Station now is. It was
a% Lick Shoal, the mouth of Shoal Branch. It was operated and closed before
the Civil Viare Zach well had.to be Vored through a vein of coal. They always
struck the coal about twe hundred feet dowm. I was about twelve or fifteen
yvears old when the salt works closeds During the wer we made just about enough
salt for the people around here, The llobles had a salt well, tco. The land
speculators, the ones that stayed awhile %ill they tcck out nearly all the tim-
ber, came here about 1883 or 1884, They paid ¢2.C0 an acre for the fine timber-
land, They omn a lot of the land now. Yie sold lots of fine tirmber land to
thems The Kentuclky Union Land Company bought up thousands and thousands of
acres, All the Haddix land had been marked in boundaries. 1y people did this
when thevy firct came here. Ve used to have a saw mill, a water-nill, e run-
a sash saw. It worked up and dovm, something like a cross-cut saw, e sawed
boards the length of the logs. Ve sawved boards, yellow poplar, twenty-Tour ine
ches wide. Vhen we made whiskey here, we cut a length of log, length of a
barrel, and hollowed it out, then plugzzed a top in it. Ve cut lensths for
staves and sent them away to stave mills, but this was later., Our first stave
nill was put up in here in 1908,

i5. father, William G, Haddix, mined coal. Coal was first mined here,
during 1852 or 1853, I can remember going on coal boats, and on logs, log
refts, to Frankfort, We took coal in boats to Frankfort, took it out at
Clifton, Boonesboro and at Clay's Ferry.

John Viilson had the Vedge mines close to Haddix, He married my father's

sister (He later left here (and went to lissouri, efter his wife died), e
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had a big Cannel Cozl mine, too, Ve picked coal in those days; yes, with a
hard pick, This is how we did it---we used s matbtock, a gZrubbing hoe and RS

picked avey the dirt; then we'd shovel the dirt off. ‘e keot this up til

=

we struck rock, then we'd pick through the rock with a picke These have two

4]

VRS

points, the handle runs about the middle of the metal part. Vie use’ these
hand picks to cut the coal.

In the Cannel Coal mine what is knowm as the cormon coal lies on top of
the vein, It is about one foot thick. e cut this away before the Cannel
Coal could be reached, Zannel Coal is the most valuable of the coals, It can
be split very thin with an axe and the thin pieces catch fire from & lighted
match., One place near here we mined through a hill from one side to the other,
about 600 feet throush. (A cone shaped hill, 1TB),

I helped get out the largest block of Cannel Coal ever mined in those days;
the largest block ever to leave the Kentucky Rivers A scotchman came here,
looked at the Cannel coal, then he wanted a block to take to the world's fair
at Chicazo, in the 1890's, Leroy licIntosh helped me do the cutting. Yes, te
cut it with a hand-picks It was four feet square and thicke We had to hitch
up a yoke of oxen to pull it out of the mines, The Scotchman gave us 310,00
for getting it outs It took the premium at the VWorld's Fair., It has always
been called "Premium" coal since. These mines shut dowm in 1928, ‘e alwmys
mined in the winter. Yes, some of the openings have been sealed by the health
department, the ones that are mined out. About fifteen or twenty yesars ago we
commenced to shoot the coal, Yes, use dynamite, liany mines now cut coal with
electricity but 1 think there is nnly one in Breathitt does that.

I surveyed the line for the Lexington and Eastern Railroad when they were

nere. (It is now the L, & W., 'FB). I surveyed through Breathitt and inbo
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Perry Countye. I gave one hask %o mark a tree, picked a letter or painted

it on rocks. Ve mostly used a pick and made the letter X on the rocks.

The Hentucky Union Land Company paintéd rocks and trees, both, Lllobray and
Robinson came in here about 19214, They built their ovm railroad from the

mouth of Quicksand to run up Quicksand through their land, connesting with

the L & N. This vms the Lexington and Eastern vhen first surveyed and it

runs through the Haddizx land for about four or five miless The depot used to
stand right there in front of us, in front of this store. Then they moved it
up wher<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>