































































































Breathitt County COH% : f - T
"Did you learn it, or, just pick it up?" M.F.B.) oy S
"Then there is the Mountalneer's lack of enthusiasm for work, as such,

and his strongly developed love of leisure., IHe has inherited the Calvine
istic vividness of the primal curse which laid work upon man, not as a
delight or a means to a joyful achievement, but as a stark penalty, a

doom to be escaped whenever possible. "

(If a persob is unusudly indus-
trious according to the views of the Breathitt countians, they will sey,
"She™ or "he" is the workingest perscn I ever saw," or, "I ever seed,"
according to the amount of education they have acqﬁired.) “If'one is
fastidious, querulous about comforts, dissatisfied unlesshe has this and
that, of course he must spend laborious days to prooure these coveted
things. But if one is satisfied with Nature's own providing and finds
unalloyed pleasure-where the Naiads of the streams and the Nymphs of the
 rest have never been distrubed, why reproach him for indulging in phil=

~osophic and contemplative leisure. (page 70)

"Our femily breakfasts are standardized. We all eat the same patent
coreal end the same brand of bacon, We all have similar twin-beds and sim-
ilar bathtubs. We wear the samelundergarments and the same collars. The
Mountain People, however, have not reached this stage." (they are reaching
for it, in food and clothing, or, & great number except the wery isolated
ones. M.F.B.)

"Being strong individualists, they take no pains to subdue their per-
sonal preferences in order fo agree with what the social majority has declar-
ed proper. A Mountein man iz not ashamed to avow his dislike of coffee or
grapenuts, asparagus or soﬁp. “"I'm obleeged to you, I wouldn't choose,”
settles the matter wthout an explanatory apologies. He has never adopted

the slogan of the mob, "Let's make it unanimousi”

"Living mostly out of doors, with nmo very near neighbors, amd with
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‘Paze 2 - The Jackson Hustler @rww‘ v
July 27 - 18-94 . .
(W

It is time the people of Breathitt County had some plan by which her

b

five principal streams should be bridged. These bridged are a prime necessity,
The business of the county camnot be successfully carried on without them,

This volume of our business ls inoreasing and demands it., To decide
that this work is never to be done is to imitate the Indians, They bridge
no streems. They are more consistent, however, thatn the white man who opposes
bridge building. They have no commerce. The pony and the bark canal are
sufficient for their needs.

The white msn who makes roads bulld houses, promotes oommerce, but will
not bridge the streams, is a poorer manager than the Indian., How are these
bridges to be built? There are a large number of people in Breathitt County
who would 1like to see all her stremms bridged, but they have never asked gheme
selves the question, how is it to be done? We know of but three ways, first
by private enterprise; second, by communities, third by the county. Does any-
one think thet private individuels will ever build bridges over Troublesome,
Frozen, Quicksand, or liiddle Fork? Will money invested in these ever bring
an income? We unhesitatingly answer never.

There 1s but one place in Bresthitt County where capital invested in a
bridge would pay, and that is at Jackson. If the people of the county adopt
the private enterprise plan, then there will never be but one bridge in the
county,

There is nc escaping this conclusion. Can we depend upon these different
communities to bridge these streams? We answer no. Such things have never
been done and we cannot hope that they will ever be done. The only way that

these bridges ever will be built is by the county., Jackson can have a bridge

without the rest of the county, but no other bridge cen be built that way. It










Istory of 3reathitt Co,,
Fe2eral Vriters' Project

BREATHITT COAL INDUSTPIZS

(2)"An Act to incorporate the Breathitt Coal, Iron and Lumber Co,, " Be it

enact=d by the General Assembly of Kentucky:
Sec, 1. "That Henry Worthington, J.T.Sullivan, W.P.Devon, and F.A, PRigue,
of Covington, Ky; J.W.Frazee of Mason County, Ky; MNicholas Patterson, of
Cincinnati, Ohio; and A.C.Marshall of Dayton, COhio,; and their associates
and successors, are hereby created and constituted a body politic and oor-
porate, by the name and style of the Breathitt Coal, Irom and Lumber Com-
pany, whose principal of business shall be Breathitt County, Kentucky,--
Sec, 2, "The principal office of said county shall be in the city of Cov-
ington, State of Kentucky, and it may also have an office in Cincinnati,
Ohio,-~--
Ses, 30, " This Aot shall take effect from and after its passage,”
("Became & law by the failure of the Governor to return
within ten days,")
(Chapter 1215, pp.730-738)
(3) Rord laws were passed, providing Supervisors or Supts, and for general
conduct of all persons concerned, (Chapt, 1032, p,p.1375-1384,
"Approved April 24, 1890,"
Bibliography
(1) Aots of Kentucky Legislature, date 1885-1886
(2) Acts of Kentucky Legislature, date

(3) " " it L m 1890.












delivered in imrsons or sleds, end is dumpsd in front of the howses ithere
it romoins exposed to the weather un£il it 1s consumed, The coal delivered
brings five to eight eents e bushel,

A "farmer diggming" produces five to seventy~five tons of coal annuﬁlly,
ond is worked in the most primitive fashion, The excavation is usuwally
cariied not more than fifty or soventy=Ifive feet beyrond the outcrop, ale
though tummnels of two hundred to three hundred feot are seen, Those are
worked until fall of roof is imminent and are then abandoneds They are
not wnder State inspection, and draina~e and ventilation are igrorcd, 7The

most accessible conl is usually mined, but in some nlaces a betier aquality

is gourht with some labor,

The industry was well established in 1835, when 75,000 bushels (3,000
tons) valved at 39,000 wore marketed, From that tine develomment, thouszh
consbant, was slow, and it vms not until the coning of the railroads that
the industry assumed larszer proportions than that of a modern huckster's
trade, In 1880, wvhen probably the maximum tonnaze was shipoed by vmter,

there was an output of but 27,473 tons,

As lon as shipments were made by vater the location of collierias
was deternined by accessibility to navirable stream rather than by the

quantity or quality of the denosits,
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"] : Wealth Untold L
J | Breathi%t County Coal Fields. Thirty-two feet on the seme piece of land
in six velns. -
Yhen Col, L. C. Bohanon and W, M. Haddix bored for salt water at the mouth
of Troublesame Creek, this county in 1837-38 they passed through a vein of coal

sixteen feet thick, This we have from the Col. himself. He said that they

kept a jourmal of their work, and marked the mineral through which they passed.
They tested it and found it to be a good article of bituminous coal. This on
the bank of the river, Across the bottom, a few hundred yards distant, is a
mountain renge end in that mounteain there are rive veins of coal aggregating

16 feet in thickmess. They very in thiokness, though all are workable.

This vein below the bed of the river must be widely extended. The value.
of such lands cannot be estimated. Think 32 feet of coal deposits below the
seme surface. On the south fork of Quicksand Creek in a mountain range with
57 feet of ooal In it divided into 11 veins. One of the veins is 12 feet
thick. No test has ever been made of what lies below the bed of the oreek,

If the 16 foot vein at the mouth of Troublesome extends to that point, then
there are 73 feet of coal on this land. These things seems fabulous, but they
show for themselves. Surely we have a great country, ammiting the touoch of

oapital and enterprise to develop 1ts wealth.




David Primble, i; his rzvort teo the legislabture, Februsry 12, 1332 {Eouse
acurnal, 1837-1832, »n. 4533) notes that "any quantity of the conl can be had at
the »its at twe and o half cents per busthel., It sells at Tiltcen cents per
bushsl at Frenkfort wholesale, and is supnosed by competent judses to be
superior to the Pitisburg cosl for manulasturing purposes.” 7ithin the moun-
tains, the coal was sold at Irvino and other points along the river for ten
cents a bushel. {Eouse Journai, 1837-1338, Appendix, p. 176,) Trere are no
records of expenses and profits involved in bthe transactions for the Fentucky
River coals, but ths following data for mines on the Cumberland Biver in 1837
nre probably typical of all commercial minss in eastern Zentucly ab thah time,

{ilouse Journal, 1837-1828, Avoendix, p. 131.) The coal +ms ved dowvm the
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uppar Cumberland from roints seventeen miles or nmore avove Durnside o Fagh-

ville, Ternessee, o rdistance of sbout 344 miles, The distance from Eazard,

the head of ccoaul-boat wavialed on the Isriueky, to Frankfort ic 255 -iler

The oxnensos on the Hentueky were not so ;reat bscause of & shortsr dizbunce

from mine pit to boat and thonce to mariet, but the market vrice of ccsl vwms

18550
Disbursenents

Ome boat load (3,500 bush61s) csssassesstssrsececenavscusnas 015,00
Jining and delivery a® mouth of ning

(per bushel)esseivecoessrsorvesnnseaes 50,025
Hauling to landing.....-..............--... 055
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Breathritt County

C.LeTnzins deposeth:™ (2)
"1During the "dard Year™ Stephen VWilliams and I went to Louns Sterling in

the interests of the sufferins people of 3reathitt County, and especially

of Quicksand, where we lived. Captain L.C.Cash accompmnied usz, 'fe had a
small emount of money to expend which was invested in supplies.

"Wie tmnt %o mills and solicited flour and meal., In Bourbon county one
rill contrivuted 1,000 lbs, of flour. Others gave smaller amounts. Farmers .
conbtributed bacon and other articles of food,

"Chiles, Bean & Co, of lit, Sterling, contributors. They also solicited
for use The supplies were all assembled at their plaea of business, and upon
our return we sent wagons from Breathitt wiiich returned ladsn with life-
saving cargoes. (page 93).

* M"tainother thing was added to our misfortues which made the cdse more
desperate, It was something recmarkesole, The county was infested by millions
of ires sguirrels that attacked the corn ficlds when the corn was in roasting
ears, and almost devoured the crops. Some fields were completely destroyed,

"tJames and Stephen Williams emploved men and paid them wages to kill
squirrels to protect their crops, They' (the squirrels)' could be seen every-
whers: alonz the country roads, on house ‘tops, in gardens and orchards and
swimriing the streams. It was like the grasshoppers in Egypt.

"t*There was no mast that year, which was against us (page 95). The cause
of this was a very heavy freeze the 16th and 17th of April which killed much

of the tops of the beech trees and destroyed the rast of other {imber, Iater,

the ground was covered with dead limbs of the dead timber.'" (page 97)

(2) J. L. Hagins deposeth:

"*A cousin of T.T.Cope's, James S, Cope killed 65 and 89 squirrels with a

flouble barrcl shot gun in one afternoon.” (paze 95 in margin).
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FOLK CU3TOLS 240

Buckeye bark is used in making €hristmas boxes. The bark is
turned inside out, and the corners pleated to form a square, then the
surface i5 ¢potted with indigo to make them pretty. (This was many
years ago as related by lrs. Susie Lovely of Quicksand.)

Yeople make gravy out of the blood of rabbits and the blood of
chickens.

Groundhog grease is used on shoes and bcots to make them water-
proof,

Sasfrags tea is used as Spring tonic. It is served with cream
and sugar at meals.

Another good tonic is one made from yellow-dock, pdlk root, yel-
low root, mayapple, wild alum, crowsfoot, ladies' slipper, blood-root,
queen-cf-the-meadow, and all mixed with whiskey after the herbs have
been st=eped, and the dose is one tablecspponful three times a day.

Folk berries are mixed with whiskey and used to cure rheumatism.

rs, C, C, Gose gave these remedies to me, and she continued,
"Steep whahoo (wild cucumber), and mix with roeck candy and whiskey,
for a cough.

Eix turpentine and sugar and apply to cuts and burns.

Mix turpentine and lard, or turpentine and mutton tallow and use
as a base for ointments. Use the early leaf buds (young buds), with
mutton tallow to make salves.

Goose grease is used to rub on the chest in cases of croup and
chest colds.

Brown paper wet in vinegar is applied for sprains."

CUSTONS AS TOLD BY A FCRIER SLAVA:

Scott Mitchell, claims his aze as somewhere in the 70%'s but his

wool is white on the top of his head. Negroes don't whiten near as
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FOLK CUSTOMS 040 p- - ¢
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At one time, in the morning, I found a paper tacked on ofie o ‘thL

gate posts nearby, and on it was written these wordzz'17 of us banded
ourselves together and taken the black oath that if you don't stop that
Law and Order work and let us alone we'll put you in Hell where you
belong.

We kept a close watch, but continued to school, Sunday School and
preaching services. During a revival service held in October, 1908,

a lot of shooting took place out on the o0ld road (now the highway),
and one man shot through the window at a candle light. The bullet hit
the metal ceiling and then fell to the flcor. I have the bullet, let
me show it to you.

¥e had this man arrested next day and fined him $50.00. In less
than one ysar he became a good friend of mine.

Just before that paper notice about the Law and Urder wawm tack-~
ed on the gate we had been warned by two goocd friends (one of them has
since been an officer for the Federal government), that the buildings
would be dynamited, but they never were,

Cne may of this section who went away from here after I came
here, went to Chicago during the gangster period there, but he said,
"I'm a-goin' to git away frum here en back to the mountains, for ther's
too many killin's here.®

Another man who checked up on the killings in Chicago and in the
mountains, claimed, *There are six killings in the mountains to one
in Chicago.’

During the time we had the disagreement over the school property,
the matter was taken into the Circuit Court in Jackson. During 1930-
31 we taught school and otherwise operated under an injunction granted
by the Judge of that court, Chester A, Bach. In lay 1931 we gave up

the buildings.
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FOLK CUSTOMS ; | 1l 240

Yesg, at the time the injunction was in effect we did have a
little trouble, only one time. I saw a man ¢raw his pistol and
crack down on another, and he was a little fellow, too. The 1little
fellow who was hit just got his knee hurt.

I've recieved iwto fellowship into the church around 900 people.
We have one man who has come to services here every year since the
church has been sterted, He comes six miles, away from the mouth of
Smith's Brnach., There was just one time he did not get here, but
he started. That time it rained and the mud was so bad and the
water was so high he could not get here, but he started.

7e had one native preacher here at the time, and he was not very
favorable to our remaining, but before he died he was a good friend.

We celebrate the féurth of July. I know that not magy people
aronnd the county do so,bud wes have cidebrated the fourth of July
now, for the past 31 years. e always have a program, including
athletic contests.

We have 100 yard dash, 200 yeard dash, relay race, high junp,
broad jump, and long throw in base ball, Ve have the sack race.
Have you never seen one? We take a mgal or gunny sack, and they
Jump into a sack and hold it up around their waist, full lengh
of the sack, and run that way. The goal is generally 10 yards.

We have the nail-driving contest. They have lots of fun with
that. They get one-half poiknd of eight penny nails and a hammer
and go to work to see who can drive the nails the fastest, men and
women both try this race to see which will drive their nails the
quickest,

During the Yourth of July when Governor Sampson was governor of

Kentucky we had the bicgest celebration ever seen up in this section.
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building ready for the Sunday Szrvice on June 1, 1931.

The building was hewn with hand hevm shingles, 1800 of them had
Been hewn with a draw knife. The doors were of rouzh lumber and had
iron strap hinges, while only two of the rooms had ceilings, finished.

When we started to build we did not intend to have two stories,
but I suggested to the builders thatrinstead of having a flat roof,
we have a hip roof. They agreed, and by putting in these large
dormer windows we made a nice large room. Ve use this room for a
chapel. (The ceiling of the cpapel is of unfinished small beams,

a vaulted roof, not very high, but the acoustics are good. The bell
ig built in an open tower outside of the building and at one end . of
the building. |

Ehe bell was contributed by an 0ld friend, Rev. Sylvester Lowman
of Camden, Ohio. We rang the bell for the first services on the
first day of June, 1931,

We had no windows in the chapel all Summer, nor downgtairs
either. The firgst windows we had were covered with parafine cloth.
We had an old truck an? we traded it for the boiler of a heating
plant. We managed to collect and buy cheaply enough other pieces to
complete a heating plant. We painted up the old radiators so we had
a nice looking plant when the state school inspector came around
again he said we could continue with our school. On his first visit
he said that unless we could make the place more comfortable, windows
and heat we could not continue.

' We had help from a good many friends away from here, for we had
nothing on which to start the building of the school, but Faith.

We opened the school on September 5, 1931, We have lost no

students by opening this new school. We have 55 students and eight

teachers, four of these teach in the high school. We now have the

1



- ]

BREATHITT COUNTY KENTUCKY IARGARET 7, BISHSSCN{IF?T

p
FOILX CUSTOMS 240 / | ¢ l/

daughters and sons of some of our students that we had in our early
years.

Most of the chairs, benches, and tables have been made by the
students. A small carpenter shop, with meager equipment, is located
in the basement; here the boys are instructed by the manual training
teacher. This teacher told me of one of the students making a
rolling pin from a beautiful piece of cherry wood, finishing it
with a fine polish and taking it home to make biscuits with. They
allow the boys to keep the articles that they bring their ovmn material
for.

The walls of the four large rooma in the school building on the
lower floor are partly finished, some with paneling, and some with
heavy paper. Windows are all finished. On the small campus is
basket ball equipment. A small library is in bookx cases and shelves
in the study hall, and upstairs in the chapel is an upright piano.

This chapel, Mr, Durshal said, "Seats 250 people, and we had
one funeral service here in 1938, you remember the time the Barnett
man was killed near Richmond when those men were being tried for
robbing the mail driver of the pay-roll? It was his funeral and we
had 350 people in the chapel, they were packed standing."

Few people in this locality have seen horses and buzzies. They
know nothing of horse and buggy days, or of wagons. They have al-
Ways ridden horse or mule back, and now since the roads are being
opened up they are thrown right from horse back to the automobile.

The school is across the large bridge which spans the Trouble-
some Creek and opposite the Kentucky-Virginia Highway which runs
through the village of Lost Creek. This highway at this point is

concrete which extends for about seven miles.
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this woman was plodding over the same ground; stooped over, she was

\SIHOD

dropping into these hollows she had so recently made with her hoe,
gsmall oniong from her apron which she had gathered around her and
held with one hand. She said, "“Yes, and them shu'd hev bin put inter
the ground last Fall."®

Here is a story told me by Mrs. Clara Strong, whose home is at
Lost Creek, but who is Breathitt County Librarian at Jackson. "I
wuz at home the other week when an old lady come to see Father. She
wuz telling him about a little girl. The o0ld lady, I expect she is
65 years old. She said, 'I wuz out in the field teh plant some cern
, Jist this erly® en she sez, 'Here cum & man en he hed a little
gel, (I guess she wuz two years old, will be in tater plantin®'® time
enyhow). She said, 'They youngun begun to stream jist ez loud ez
her voiee 'ud roll, en we wuz plumb in udder end uv the field frum
her (the 1little child). “She_sez, *1 told Lige to runt and teh runt
teh runt feast' (run fast).

"She sez, 'Lige runt en beaten me dere, Lige hed the youngun
en a-jerkin' her ‘round in his arm, en her jist a-streamin' (scream-
ing) fer life. I drgbbed (grabbed) her, looked her in de face, she's
dist blue ! I shuck her, en I shuck her, en I got a whiff uv her ¥ref,
en I sajd, Ingerns, Ingerns} by grannies ! (she means onions, wild

onions are strong like garlic ).




































Geology - 2
the end of the Vaverly series and prior to the llississipisn cge at which time

the Bog Line was deposited."

TOPOQGR~PHY

"The K.W. part of Preathitt County dips toward the S.E. Sedementary beds
found in the 5. eastern part of Breathitt County and Knott County dip toward
the N.ii. In the northern parf of Breathitt county the watersheds run roughly
in a W, easterly direction, including 'ilhurst and Stevenson where the hilltnps
are about 1000 feet elevatilon, abové-sea level, In the southern part of the
county the watersheds run, epparently in a2 N.S5. direction ilncludirg wolfcozl
Creek about 1000 feet elevation and the hilltops at this point 1300 fest above
sers level." The creeks at this section empty into the Nortk and iiiddle Forks
of Hentucky river. Highknob, lyinz =lmost directly ‘lest of Jackson, is the
highest point in Breathitt County. It looms egainst the sky to 2000 feet above
sea level, whlle at its base are the tracks of the Loulsville and Nashville
railroad. Below the trecks, over an embankment of some forty feet, flows the
waters of the North Fork of the kentucky river. A few yards beyond the base
of Highknob the river turns, flows along thei Penhendle, out around the Pane-
bowl some eight miles north turning back on itself till it again flows along
the opposite side of the Panhandle where only about eighty feet of a ridge
separates it from the turn near the base of Highknob. At one point, a distance
of two city blocks, the base of Panhandle is only sixty feet thick. "This
point was tunneled many years ago when & sawmill, grist mill and carding mill

were in operation.” "This Tunnel 111 was swept away by a flood many years ago."

The dem above, that provided water power, was dynamited in 1925 when the Jackson
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BREATHITT COUNTY

GEQLOGY

"The Cinclanatl Geo.-anticlins runs epproximately in a N,E.-S.W. direction,
rlunging under 83 a saddle and joilned by the Nashville Dome i1p Tenn. This Cin. ?
antioline separates what 1s known as the Appalachian, from what 1s knows as
the Middle Western States coal basin (Western Ky., Ind. & Ill.). Breathitt
County is in the Eastern Geo.-gyncline,

The line of the lowest structural elevation lies toward the S.E. Some of
thoe principal struotures in Breathitt County are as follows: the Wilhurat
Abvtecline, lying on the N. haa produced in the past a great deal of geas and some
shows of oil; the Lambric Dome toward the N.E.; Cope Dome in the N.; and the
Jaokson Antecline in the N.C.. The gas areas whioch occured in the north part
of the county heve since hecome practically depleted.

The upper horizons, such as Waxton sand, Welr and Berea eands, from Knott
County produce Eaptward, The corniferous limestone, known as the Ervins sand,
has produced considerable oil in the Ervine and Big Sinking pools, located
respectively in Estill and Lee Countles, heve up to the present not produced
any commercial oil in Breathitt County. The gas, however, comes froa the
Ervine sand occuring in two definite breaks, the upper and basic part.

The sedementary beda eonsist of sendstones, ghales and limeatone ic the
upper portion of the seriesa,

The S.E. part of the Kentuoky Geosyncline 1is maiﬁtained by the Pine Mountain
Uplift - an offshoot of the Applachian Uplift. The Pine Mountain disturbance
brings forth the controvlﬂﬂn; question when the Pine Mountain Uplift actually

took place; in order to account for the slight angular ungoRformity of the

bteds laid down prior to the Miss. end Penn. measures,

Some contend that this Pine Mountain Uplift must have taken place toward
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Breathiit County has a Corporate form of Goverrment. The Corporats rowers of the
County are exerclsed by the Fiscal Court. The fiscal court consists of County
Judpe ead four Maglstrates. The County Judge is the presiding offiver of the
County end quarterly court alse fiscal court. As presiding Judge of the County
Court he presides at the trial of all misdemeanors, and felony cases, within the
quarterly jurisdictiona of this Courte. As the Judge he presides over the mectings
of the Fiscal Courte Fiscal court exercises all of the corporate affairs of the
County. The County Judge 1s elected by the voters for a term of four years. The
Magistrates are also elected bv voters of their respective districts and hold
office for a term of four vears, County attorney is elected by the voters and
holds office for a term of four years, His duty is to attend to Litigzation for
the County and give edvise, Shall attend all county and fiscal courts held in his
county and conduct all business and cases in sald county touching the right or
interest of the oounty. Oppose the allowance of all claims not legally presented,

Give the Court and the several county officers legal advice concerning any county

business, within the jurisdiction of any of them. He also attends Circuit Court

Y

held in this County and aids the Commonwealth's atty, and attends the Commormealth(s
business.

Sheriff 1s also eslected by the voters, holds term four years. He represents
the executlve or administrative power of the county. He appointa deputles. Fo
exoecutes are processes of the county and Circuit court, collects taxes, summons
Jurorse

County Court Clarlr is elanted hy voters for a term of four vears. MNakes
record of nll deeds, issue licenses, takes care of ballot boxes, also clerk of
Fiscal Courts Custodian of the public records fax of the county. Also the

guardian of Administrator's settlements. Receives salary of the fiscal court

and fees for services, as prescribed by law,
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Tax Commissioner is elected by voters for a period of four Yoars, Le assessas
the property of the county ownod by each individual, and all persons subject
to poll tax.

Coroner is lacted by voters for the term of four years. Holds inquast
whare deaer*th is rcansad hv viglance, Alsa in qther cesas whan nrlled, Fa re-oaivas
a fee of twelve dollars for eah inquest that is held. Alsoc sgerves-nrocesses
when the sheriff is disqualified or refuses to act,

Circuit Court Clerk, is electéd by voters for a period of six years. His duty
is to keep a psrmanent record of all proceedings of the Circuit Court in the
County, also issues automobile driver linceses., Is custodian of all court records,

Circuit Judge, although elected by‘fhe voters of three counties, Breathitti,
7iolf and Hoffigan, holds office for a term of six years, he holds three terms of
Court each year in Breathitt County, March, July, and October. He presides over
trials of all criminal cases, equity cases and common law casese.

Jailer is elected by voters for a term of four years, Fo is custodian of
public proporty, and it is his duty to keep incarnated in fail, 211 prisoners
convicted in the Circuit court, and county court also Nagistrate's court. Except
prisoners sentenced %o the penitentiary bv Circuit Court. 'hen new jail is com-

ver diem

pleted he will alsc kesn Tedaral nrisonars, e veceivas a allowvance for
his services for feediny w»risoners, as provided ty law, FHe or his deputiss are
always present when Circuit court or County céart is in session he receives one
hundred and twenty five dollars per month for furnishing, heat, light, and water
also janitor service for the court house,

County Preasurer is appointed by the Fiscal Court of County, holds office
for term of four years uniess removed by cause., It is hls duty as treasurer to
disburse tha funds of the county as directed by the Fiscal Court, on warrants

authorized by them, and to keep a detail record of all money ruined and the funds

to which the same belongs, and disbursement made from each fund, also maker periocd-
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prosrams are always unique and intzresiing. At the last meeting tne iadies

had charge 3? the program, as it was Leap Year. Only the ogram comaittee

knew that the ladies were to have charge and as each member was called on,

as he started to rise his wife would threaten him wi a rolling-pin or
something similar and then she would rise and give Ais number. At that
meeting;jhe amount raised was 370.00 Zor the ¥logf Sufferers,

AyBusiness Woman's Club was organized l%?; year, but not enough
pémbers paid dues and they never received the~charter. Ine Natnan Britian
Chapter, D.A.,R. is inactive at present.

The American Legion Post, was named jn honor of vieut. J.J,C.Spencer,

/j had . at

rre time B0 or 60 members, after s death the Post members lost

rest and some of them dropped out. they meet once a month, Uapt.v.C.Cope,

Ir, frank Trusty, are prominent memberd,

4{//Transportation. The Greyhound Linesj operate busses through Jackson to

-

Jenkins. The J. C. Vells private b%s line runs from Jackson to Jest niberty.

, o { . . s -
Two school basses run from the county lines carrying hisgh school children

y;m the high school at Q7ﬁcksand.

Normal conditions of roads/ in Breathitt County are goocd. the Highway

lentucky No, 15 is 7 sand stone'gravel and tar and is kept up by the
ederal and 3State Highway. Nofmal condition of Xentucky LD trom Wniteshurg
to ‘Winchester is good.

/ The

\ system was at first individually owmed, but is

electric 1ligh

now owned b The Kentucky West Virginia Power Compania.

established?" This will be answerad later,}

("In what year was Jacky

. —
e
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FRBATHITT SoUNT

Jefferson Hotel, ierbert Snencer-llanager, Jackson, Kentucky

Zwen Hotel, H, H, liller, owner- Jackson, Kentucky

Stacy Hotel, Adam Stacy, owner - Jackson, lentucky

RESTAURANT

Mrs. Harry Patton, proprieter, Jackson, fKentuck

Personal observation
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Humor

"In the mounteins, the agile, acorn-fed generations of swine hold an
epic rank in prowess and romance unknown to their sty-bred, slothful
kindred of the lowlands. DMountain hogs are not merely stuff for the gorge
of mammon; they are also such gorgeous stuff as dreams ere made on--arrayed,
beyond pork flesh, in the glamour of posetry. They are the hirhland fresholders.
Aliie on the wild trai%ﬁ in both society mnd solitude, they are untrammled
companions of an untrammeled folk, free denizens of a mountain demoeracy.
Even in death they are not Norman pork, but Saxon pig. Dspecially the sow
which, with h;; litter of shoats, hugs closer to human palings, is an unfeiling
source of folk lore,"

Tall Tales, p. 18

" "There, far from the railroads, the roar of strident modernity comes

only as & mrmured rumor, it at all. For there the creek-beds are aliig_with
ar ancient leisure, valuable with antic tongues in the smoky log-cebins,
where Aesop and Chaucer and Munchhauser still sit anonymous by the fireside
end spin their timeless lore. Wild chronicles, witch lecends, 'tesllttales

of the great Appalachian timber, mingle there with ancestral memories of

dim Irish hills. Scotch heath end English moorlands--folk-memories
transformed and fused in the thought and speech of American Mountaineers.

pp. 9-10--Tall Tales of the Kentucky VFountainsg by Perc*y VacKaye.

"The gracious, ancient charm of log-cabin hospitality."
"The old word mast. is still unfversally used, in the mountains,

for the crops of beechnuts, acorns and other nut harvests of deciduous trees."

Ve
"Untamed America" by MacKaye (Marion-Percy) Sunéqg(hﬂphic, January 1924

See Percy KacKeyo,






















Federal Vriters' Project Bishop,Margaret ¥,
‘H¥st. of Breathitt Co., Jackson,Breathitt Yo.,EKy.

N 2/13/1939

INDIAN RULE IN WILDERNESS OF KENTTICKY
is belng preserved by a bay and river on the shores of lMexico, and by the
great eastern range of mountalns, and has been applied by &hshnologists to
a family of conate nations that found thelr hunting grounds from the Miss,

- ]
to6 the Atlantic and from the Ohio to the Florida I\e;;rs.’

L&

/;ngagnoient.Alleghaég)or Tallegwi were the mound builders of the Ohio valley
is belng sustained by later investigators and this opinion has been aocepted
by many of highest authority. The Alleghans, noreover, are being identified
with the Cherokees of later times, 1in whonm their race once supposed to be
extinot, has apparently survived; while the faoct, long suspected, that the
Cherokee language is of the Iroquois is being proved by late studies,
Acoording to Indian tradition, the Alleghans were driven from their anolent
seats, long ago, by a combination against them of the Lenqpe(De;ewares) and
the Mengwe (Iroquois). The route of this nmigration is being traced by the
ocharacter of the mounds which they bullt, and of the renains gathered from

) _
the mounds:’ (DeSota 1s credited with ﬁaning the Applachian ‘lountains

y
after the Appalache Tndians)e’

Cherokees &)

* The Cherokees were a prominent nation:'ocoupying a great portion of Ya, W,
Va, and using Kentuoky for their hunting ground, for in this wilderness |
much whld animal 1ige-aaﬁ the wild turkey and pigeon roamed. The Cherokee~
resented the white man's invasion. ﬁhe Powhatton Confederacy consisted of
20,000 aoreés? d&n Powhat?Zn's younger days he wWas a grea’ warrior,
Herediktarily he was the chief of eight tribes. The English treated him
with the respect due a king of the domain he ruled. The'Gherokees'lived in
xttii;zxx permanent villages. They cultivated the soill (raising considerable

indian corn) and other small veggtables, made pottery, and even wore mxtmix

cloth, The Bush or Corn danoce oerenony was highly developed.“

'
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with arrows and slung across his shouldsr against his back, his faithful bow,
and his knife and tomahawlk slipped ins%?e a belt worn around his waist, and
made from animal skin, a breach :gj:; Lgﬁ mocecasins of skin on his feet, set
forth prepared to slay any wild animal that crossed his pathway. He understood
the habits of the wild animals, their lairshnd when they were liable to be
prowling for their owﬁ foode The Indian moved in a stealthy manner, could merge
his form among the trees or undergrowth so he was invisible, He slung the
animal across his shoulders and started for his wigwam at the_close of one or
a geveral days trip., The meat was prepared by the squaws, who skinned the ani-
mals, and was dried in the open. Fish were also dried in the open, Some corn
(Indian corn native to North America) was grown in small quantities, for the
Indian was not naturally agriculturally inclined.

The women worked the skins of animals into various articles, made the
pottery, cared for their papoose and did the little agricultural work,

"The Indians as a race resemble the Mongolian, but differ sufficiently from
it and any other race to be classed separately. He is physically strong, but
of weak mentality; however, his cunning, acquired through his life in the forest
overcoming the wild animals, has made his equal to the white mén in border ware
fare. The wigwams in whioh he dwells usually form a village in some remote sec-
tion of the forest,™ but always near a stream or spring ;f water. He is tall,
straight and athletic (the familiar term, "Straight as an Indian") with dark
copper colored skin, high cheek bones, very small deepset eyes, straight blaclk
hair and a scanty beard. (The high cheek bones, straight black hair and the
small dark deepset syes are still found among many families of Breathitt inter-
married over-a century ago).

"Among the aboriéinal tribes of the United States perhaps none is more en-

igmtical than the Appalachian. They are mentioned as an important nation

by the early French and Spanish traveler and historian. Their name is being
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Eere es in the Pluerress the early settlers were primerily farmers.
t

Unfortunatels for them the stesp und rarrew watersheds sesparated by thes V-
relleys are essentielly nineral and timber lands but llitls acepted

however, was

settlers

shaped v
That the mountains contaired arabls tracts,

AL an early date

to arricultur
lends.

to the
doubtless entcred the upper valley

the V/ilderness Road

2nts of the 1

rasid

Imorm

e

rails from

awho ror-e.
» decade, 1720-1800,

The advonce beron durins the decad
ler form

estment in mountain land hod become .
\J

£
(%)

in
ch extonded from the mouth of Contraryr Creek in Lee vounty
Twenty-tvo different plets vere surveved in the

:k in Breathitt County.
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3obray Pobinson Lumber Co., ovmers of the Company were. li.Ds Buskirk, Sid 4. o

r

Croft and Samnel Stephens, Fad one mill, boupht first timber from Kertukey
Unicn land Sermnav, Alsa mmwe-shagad obter Srontg of Tand Lrat hnd salu-atle
tirkar. Trey built & narrow reilroad into thoir Etirter, Affsr cuttins arnd
sewezd itno leg lengths. was loaded on train and hauled to the mouth of the
Guicksend. There it was sawed and shipped to different pointse. When the

war came on they exported large amounts of lumber, made millions of dollars.
This mill was located at the mouth of the Quicksand, about three hundred yards
from the river. Came to Quicksand around 1910, was completed in 1925, Xad
maly ren to help cérry this work on.hfut in water system to supply the homes
of the hired help. One man was killed during the period of working up this
timber. Green Watkins, wes the police, was shot by someone upon Quicksand.

¥ bray Robinson Co., Bave & large amount of this land to the University of Ky.,
for an sxperemant statione. Also geve four ten hundred ecres at Buckhorn for
re-forestings There has also been a C.C.C. camp thore but isn't any more.

This lerd was given to thay 77 OF ¥, for exverimen® work for the length of forty

gars. aftar Lire axnires land is £0o Ma ~iven to Robinson Peirs,
¥ *
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"John G, Yhite, Fooreville, Kentuclky, J.C. V.
"Jo@n He Flannery, Pooneville, Kentucky, J.F.
MWine e Beatty, Manchester, Kentuely, B,
"J.B(Davidson, Fectorg Creek, J.3.D.
"Justice B, Begley, Corner Shoal, Fentueky, E.B.
"John Griffith, Crockettsville, iy,, G.B.R.C,
"Ed, Callahan, Crockettsville, E.C.
"Jemes B. Strong, outh of liddle Fork, J,F, S,
"Ce B, Fieronymus, St, FEelens, Ky., boxed E,
Ge A, Hieronymus, Beattyville, dithong %,D,
"W.H.Sinms, Beattywille, monogrem W,H.S,
"Moore & Whirple Lurber Company, three broker circles amd cirele Ve

"X.UsLumber Company, Beattyville, K.7,"

3500 REVARD, "

"All persons are hereby warned not to catch or interfere with any lozs on
the Kentucky River or its waters with any of the following brands, viz: a
figure 4 in the 9ircle is the brand adopted by the Asher Lumber.Company, also
3 broken circles, and also the letter W enclosed in a ¢irele, aqd eross bars
in white pairt, being the brands adopted by loore & ‘hipple Lunmber Co., also
the letter T enclosed in a horseshos and 8 bolt of white paint around the center
being the brands adopted by John Tevis, also logs marked K.U., the brand adopted
by the Kentucky Union Lumber Co., and with three white spots on each end, Any
person or persons so catching or interfering with eny logs so branded, cr de~

facing said brands or any of them, or stealing or secreting any logs branded as

2bove, will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law, and a reward of (3500)
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points there were telephones alongz the river owned by different concerns, QJ L;&
connected with telegraph office along the railroad, where the river was in
view, Kept each point advised as to the stage of the river and approximately
numher of material floating by per minute, Jackson was the principal point
for this figure. Observing from the old bridge a flocat per minute, which

ran inﬁo the thousands, Occasionally some man working on the boom lost his
life, Jackson was equiped with a loading hoist and long docks, Materials
were taken from the river sl inspected later loaded in railroad cars, This
industry furnished enough cars for three of four trains daily, Vhen the -
roads were falir which were very rough at that; between Jackson and up

river points wagons operated day and night hauling goods and supplying
morchants up the country, Jackson had severa& wholesale houses, All big
business employing large forces, This pont at Jackson did a great business
with the railrcad, As this industry died down the rail road was extended

three miles to quicksand where Mobrly Robinson Lumbering Co,.,, established

large lumber manufacturing, using narrow page railroad facilities to all

sections up country, one of the largest concerns in the world,

hok
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would be held for Federsl Cour: attendants and the friends of the offenders
to be tried, The jail would not be able to accomodate the Federal prisoners,
so many were brought from other mountain counties, so the basement of the
Court House would be used as a temporary jail, The late Judge Cochran always
was considerate of & youthful offender, especially a first offense. However,
the shrewdness of the Nountain People became conspiocuous when this leniency
on the part of the Federal Judge was observed, During the few latter Courts
held previous to the repeal of the Prohibition Law, the youthful offenders
were mich more numerous than in early years, They would plead guilty much of
the time, if a first offense they were probably probated, But when they
appeared s second time before the Court he gave the usual sentence to them.
The Courts now do not have the large nurber of cases as then, but many still
engage in illicit distilling and are ferretted out by the Federal and local
of ficors.

The United States Commissioner, S. J. Cockrell, has served since April,

1936, He is the great grandson of Simon Cockrell who contributed the site,
on which the ocity of Jackson now stands, for the county seat of Breathitt
County; J. I, Hall, a resident of Breathiti County, was United States Com-

missioner for sgme twenty years previous, May, 1915-1936.

Bibliography

(I) The land of The Sadile-Bags, Author James Watts Raine, Berea Coll, 1924.

(2) This is a quotation in this same Vol., from Horace Kephart Author of
OQur Southern Highlanders, page 121, Outing Pub. Co., 1915,

(3) Reporting for Lexington Herald by M. F. Bishop, Private Files,
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"Pioneer Dooctor Stuffed Dog with Fishing Worms
for Weak Nsrves"
{(Dooctor Richard Carter)
Richard Carter was born on the south branoch of the Potomec in
Virginia, July 1786, the son of a half-Indian woman and an Englishman, who
had been regularly bred to the practice of physics in London. Richara
Certer attended the publio sohool of the time, During adolescence he was
giving to lmbibing too large amounts in liquor. He entered school again,
but left to visit an wunols in Marietta Ohio. Thsre he studied botany and
"herbology" under an Indian woman doctor "reputed uncommonly skillful,"
Next he studied under an Indian man, an authority or pulﬁation, the healing
of wounds, and the oure of "Cromick Complaintsi" Lastly he read his fathers
medical books, until he almost lost his eyesight., He later practiced medicine
in Garrard County, Kentucky. In 1825 there was published in Versailles,
Kentucky an amazing medical book--a heterogemous congzlomeration of socientific
terms, personal philosophy and reeipes for herb medicines, "The author,
a self-educated, physician, was Richard Carter; and the priptér was John H,
Wilking of the commonmweskth office, The title of the book, far to lomg to
be quoted completely, reads in part: A valuable, medical presoription, with
a table of detergent and comborant medicines to suit the treastment of the
different certificates"-~these certificates being affidavits in favor of
Dr. Carter's remarkable and versatile healing." A copy of the old book is
ovmed by Mrs. Roy Smiley of Washington, Ind. This book was kmown as
Dr. Cartsr's "Yarb book."™ In one of the testimonials éhe patient states that
in 1810 she had the dropsy. Dr. éarter treated har, after another physician
had attempted to ocure her. She mended for a while after a time she grew
worse and again applied to Dr, Carter for treatment, she states: Even Ty

eyes wore swelled like bladders of water, and my feet and legs swelled to that

degree that they burat and ran a great deal. Then Carter began to administer




[lﬂﬂﬁ o

mediocine to me agadn. . . .-and he continued to give me medicine until *
I beoame sound and well™ eto. The article 1is 8igned Sarah Lasure, "Fixing
T. B. and Cancer" is the heading of one of his cures--others are: "For
Gout, Rheumatism, Cramps, and Weak Nerves": "Kill the fattest young dog" etoc.,
Good Clean Cow Dung "For 0ld Running Sore Legs™: Another is "for billious,
nervous and putrid fevers and the pleurisy", Dr, Carter discusses
treatment for hysteris and mental abnormalities at some length. He offers
treatments for many other maladies in his 498 page book, also has a series of
essays on "God", "Man" and "The Devil,"

The first doctor who won national fame as a Kentuckian was born
olsewhere, this is Dr. Thomas Walker, who in 1745 orossed Cumberland Gap

to negotiate with the Indians for the establishment of a colongy on the

Cumberland River.

Clippings Kentuoky Pionsers in Medioine and Surgery

Courier Journal January 10, 1937


























































There hava hean racordsd a nurher of instances of navieation about the +ime

r that the first settlements were founded. The McAfee brothsrs of Virzinia, in the
spring of 1773, descending the Kanawha end Ohio Rivers in canoes continued up the
Kentucky, and in July reached Drennon's Creek, 21 miles above the mouth, Here,

' was abandonsd for an Indian trail which was

the river, "shut up by a stons bar,'
followed to Framkfort and across the stream to Salt River. (McAfes Jourmals, ses
Wood«lcAfee “émorial, Pe 433, also Collins, Vol. II, pp. 504-607)s The return
to Virginia was overland by the Kentucky River trail to Pound Gap. (Verhoeff,

The Kentucky Mountains, p. T1)s {(pp. 42-43),

At first commerce in the river basin was purely local except for merchandise
sent settlers from the east and occasicnal outbound shipments consisting chiefly

of salt manufectured st the various "licks,"

and of furs which were often talen in
exchange for that ~ondirent in neichhoring recions. The mors wvaluable fur-bsaring
animals had probably been exterimated in cenftral Xentucky before settlements were

established after years of exploitation by Indlians and by hunters from ths sastern

colonies and the Fremch posts in the west. Within a decade after the founding

(pp. 46-47) o







which it is advisable to extend canalizetion. DBesides, reilroads are rapidly
taing built to the more valuable dennsits and thare is no reason Lo halieve that
the outrut will ha *evond +tvair abhilitr Y0 wandle,

Hailroads did not penetrate the coal field until 10 years after the slaclk-
water project had been adopteds. Sincs then there has been a gradual but steady
advance, until the main river and North Fork ate now paralleled by a line with
numerous branches which follow the creeks to coal mines and timber tractse. The
railroads are still chiefly of local importance, but in the nzar future they will
become trunk lirnes and open up markets in all directions to the mountain products.

The Kentucky Union, the first line to reach the upper Kentucky valley, was
chartered in 1854 to extend from Lexington to the Virginia border by way of the
Kentucky River and Pound Uap. It was not built for 40 years, In 1072, a new com-
pany under the same name was organizsd, and between 1084 and 1385, Clay City in
the Hed River walley of Powell County, wzs connectad with the Chesapeaks and Ohio
Railrond and thus with Lexinzton, by a lino 14 milas long, An axtension of this
road up the valley of Reg River, betwoon 1283 aund 1390, crossed *he North Fork
at ths mouth of Middla Fork, and conbiumued to Elatawe, wnish is o few miles from
Jacksou ia Breathitt Coe July 15, 1891, Jackson, 47 miles up ths Horth Fork,
bacame the terminus of this road, which since October 13, 1394, has bsan known as
the Lexington and Basteras In 1912 it was extended by the Louisville and Nashville
up North Fork to McRoberts in Letcher Coe As soon as practicable, comnection will

be made with lines leading through Pine Yountain by way of Found Gap and the Breaks

-y

of th2 Biz Sendvy nnd *vence Lo +ra sastarn ssaboard. Oonns-~tion with the Big Sandy

system will zive an outlet to the @reat Lakss.

With this roed, July 1, 1892, Beattyville and the coal mines in its wvicinity

were connocbed by a line of seven miles from Beattyville Junction, at the mouth

of Middle Forlk, down ths North Fork Valley. (p. 117-118-119).
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'y It is some time we were giving this matter some attention. A beginning

should be made snd the work proseouted till the large streams of our county

are all bridgede.

Page 5 = The Jackson Hustler
) May 22 - 18-51

Loy
s
Who is to Bleme
As an individual we
have no 1nfafes in tha maﬁtar, but as & citizen we appeal to the people
e °
, along this road and espeoially to the overseers, to worlk out these bad places
r
t

and maeke the rosd passable,

The Winchester Sun has the following:

1

! Foonted serious obstacles. The channels, from mouth to headweaters, were blocked

with islands and shoals of rocky reefs, with overhanzing trees and snags, with
bars of gravel and drifting send. To these were soon added artificiel ob-
structions -- timber booms, mill ond fish dams. Loreover, fluetuation in
streosm volume rendered navigation impossible during severel months of avery

year, the depth of vmter varying with seasonal changes from a feow feet to a

flood level of from twenty-three to more than forty feet.









push~boats proceceded farther, btut the keel-boats used on the maiz river could
not navigate mounbaln streans even after they hod been improved.

In 1873, Collins (Vol. II, p, 462, notes: "Steamboats rcech Bestiyville,
which is The head of navization, with sone regularity during several months
of the year,"

The Chief of Engineers, U544, refers to Bestiyville in his annual report
(1879, Vol 1I, p. 1414): "Here is the Gibralter of the Xentucky Valley; all
outward-bound freight must needs pass this point, and every expenditure for
observation or research finds this the natural starting point. Command is had

here of =ll producbs of the upper Kentucky Valley."
















SALT WAT=R

Rioh veins of salt water in Breathitt county.

In 1837-38, W. M, Haddix and son-in-law Colonel L. C. Bohonan, sunk
a woll at the mouth of Troublesome (Cresk, 400 feet deep. They were in sgearch
of salt water, They found the objeot of their searoch and proceded to the
ménufaoture of salt. The water was so strongly impregnated with salt that
the investment was quit profitable. They continued business several years.

They supplied the peaple of the surrounding county at ons dollar per
bushel and shipped the surplus down the Kentuoky River in large ocanoces, as
far as Irvine, selling it along the route., One hundred bushels per day was
the product, with thelr small faollities for business. J

Tntil the coming of the railroad salt has been selling at one dollar
per bushel through all these intervening years ocapital would have found a
profitabls investment here during this time, 1f directed by sound judgement and
business energy.

At the mouth of Lost Creek two miles distant enother well was suhk about
the same time and suocessfull operated for many years in Perry county. The
Brasheart's Wells produced a vast amount of salt in earlier days. This irdustry,
no doubt, will be revived when these points are reached by a rallroad and
capltalist find out the opporunity offered. The Eentuclky Rivér Valley may
yvet become a great field for salt as well as for timber and coal.

Our resources are all kmown. A learned professor from Columbig

Tniversity, New York City was sent here a few years age to examine our

resources and he sald you have everything here,

The Jaolkson Hustler

March 20, 1891
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PROJEZTS UHDER COURSE OF CONSTRUCTICNH
A two room stone building is under course of construction at River Taney
(name of school), It is S, of county and S, of Jackson.
City Projocts Under Course of Construction mee=--w--
County Jmil, 2 stories, stone, approxlmately half completed.
Eibliography.
(1) Mta of all WPA Construction work graciously prepared at the office of
-Area Engineer, W. Ae Toney, Jackscn, Breathitt County, Yentucky.
(2) s, Marie R, Turner graciously contributed information on schodls
{County School Superintendent) located along the new Rural Highways.

(1) iwnicipal Building, 2 stories, stone with brick front, 3 cell and
Court yard.
Jackson High School Playground, 50 x 150 fcet, retaining wall 150 feet
long and 32 feet long and 22 feet high, cost $10,000.00,
City Play-ground at Lees College, 300 x 180 feet, concrete stadium seab~
ing capacity, 2,500.
Play-ground Breathitt County High School, grading b acre athletic field
and school yard, retaining wall 500 feet long, 4 feet high, and 2 feet
thick, bullt of stons,
Streets in the City of Jackson, 1 3/4 miles averaging 20 feet wide, ard
500 feet of sidewalks §© feet wide.
Bibliography

(1) Date of Construction work graciously vrepared at the office of Area

Engineer, W. A. Toney, Jackson, Breathitt County, Ky.
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