


N LEGION· 
ERANS AFFAIRS 

New Eligibility Dates 
In response to inquiries, News of 

the Legion herewith presents a brief 
recapitulation of the Legion's new 
membership eligibility dates and other 
pertinent information. At presstime, 
Congress was poised to amend the 
Legion's federal charter so that the 
dates would conform. The new dates: 
WWI, April 6, 1917-Nov. 11 , 1918 
( no change); WWII, Dec. 7. 1941-
Dec. 31 , 1946 (formerly Sept. 2, 
I 945); Korean War, June 25, 1950-
Jan. 31, 1955 (formerly Julr__:.J, 
I 953) ; Vietnam War, Aug. ti , ~/J 
Aug. "1/t, 1973. Jn addition-and 
which has not been widely noticed­
all active duty members of the U.S. 
armed forces are eligible to join the 
Legion provided any part of their ser­
vice occurred during one of the eligi­
bility periods. Since active duty per­
sonnel may not have a discharge, the 
Legion's National Judge Advocate has 
ruled that, in the absence of other evi­
dence, an official memorandum from 
the commanding officer of the pro­
spective member's military unit will 
suffice. The memorandum should 
show that active milita ry service be­
gan prior to August 15, 1973. Just one 
day of active, honorable military ser­
vice during any one of the four eligi­
bility periods outlined above fully 
qualifies a veteran for Legion mem­
bership. 

f cover the member·s post , department and 
~~ national dues. 
t~ To get an idea of what the cost of a 
~- PUFL membership would be, lefs take 
~ the case of three Legionnaires in good 

standing aged 45, 55 arid 65, who belong 
to a post that charges $10.00 annual 
dues. The cost would be about $235.00 
to the 45-year-old member. $186.00 to 
the 55 yea r-o ld member and $ 135.00 to 
the 65-year-old-member. 

Though PUFL is a national plan, de­
partments may opt out of it by vote of 
their Department Executive Committees 
or L'·epartment Conventions. It should 
be noted that PUFL, which a member 
may purchase for himself, is not the 
same as an H onorary Life Membershjp 
which is awarded to a member by his 
post in recognition of outstanding ser­
vice. Complete details on the paid-up­
for- life membership plan will be dis­
tributed to departments and posts in the 
coming months. 

In another action at the fall meet-
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I I I I I i We Need You! 
I I I Are you or someone you know not I receiving the benefits they deserve? 
I If this is the case, please help us 
I recruit them into the Veterans of 
I Foreign Wars. Let us help them fight 
I for the benefits that are due to 
I them. 
I I Referred By: I JACK ELLIS 

I 
I 
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Mel'ri.bersh1p Benefits 

Free subscription to VFW Magazine (11 issue\year) 
Personal Accident Protection Policy, at no cost to you. 

Personal assistance securing government benefits and 
entitlements for veterans. 

Discounts on car rental. travel packages and major 
· purchases and prescription, vision, dental and hearJig. 
Also available is a credit card, VFW Credit Union, \JtalTcal 
and senior programs .and other new benefits. ..§.~ 
Group-rate Insurance Programs. ./ ' ;JJ (!J. 

Representation for veterans rights in Washirf{J1ofi/~:~,:;; 
' (; ' 

Plus er valuable benefits. . ''XI~· . --~ 
_-'"LIFE MEMBERSHIP FEE ~A ~ ~c,< 

ATTAINED fr ,._, er,/ ~• f:S 
Through 30 45.00 ,, ..g 

31 - 40 ~ (. /L-- t-1..1 l 235.oo ~ 
41 - 50 vn 215.00 
51 - 60 tS:,171"£,_. 195.00 

1/L!er ~5
& ~u~ L/ 

The correct fee .is to be determined using the applicant's attained age as of 
December 31 si of the calendar year in which the - application is submitted 
regardless of actual date. of birth. 







CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

In gratitude for your war-time service 

This certifies that 

upon meeting the strict requirements set forth by the 

Congress of the United States of America 

shall thereby be accepted for 

Official Membership in 

The American Legion 

7 





CORBIE ELLIN~TON 
NEWS 

AMERICAN LEG 

January 1-2001 Volume 2 Issue 1 Morehead Kentucky 

FROM JANUARY I TO DECEMBER 3 I OF THE YEAR 2000 WAS ANOTHER GREAT YEAR FOR 
THE AMERICAN LEGION POST OF MOREHEAD, KENTUCKY. 
ONE OF THE BEST SINGLE EVENTS WAS VETERANS' DAY 2000. THE SPECIAL GUEST OF 
HONOR WAS ERNEST WEST WHO RECEIVED THE MEDAL OF HONOR. HIS CITATION IS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ERNEST WEST, COMPANY L, I4rn INFANTRY REGIMENT, 25111 

INFANTRY DIVISION, DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY ABOVE 
AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY IN ACTION AGAINST THE ENEMY ON 12 OCTOBER, 1952. 
NEAR SAT AERJ, KOREA. HE VO LUNT ARIL Y ACCOMPANIED A CONTINGENT TO LOCATE 
AND DESTROY A REPORTED ENEMY OUTPOST. NEARING THE OBJECTIVE, THE PATROL 
WAS AMBUSHED AND SUFFERED NUMEROUS CASUALTIES. OBSERVING HJS WOUNDED 
LEADER LYING IN AN EXPOSED POSITION, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS WEST ORDERED THE 
TROOPS TO WITHDRAW, THEN BRAVED INTENSE FIRE TO REACH AND ASSIST H1M. WHILE 
ATTEMPTING EVACUATION, HE WAS ATTACKED BY THREE HOSTILE SOLDlERS 
EMPLOYING GRENADES AND SMALL-ARMS FIRE. QU1CKL Y SHIFTING HIS BODY TO 
SHELTER THE OFFICER, HE KILLED THE ASSAILANTS WITH HIS RIFLE, THEN CARRIED THE 
HELPLESS MAN TO SAFETY. HE WAS CRITICALLY WOUNDED AND LOST AN EYE IN THIS 
ACTION, BUT COURAGEOUSLY RETURNED THROUGH WITHERING FIRE AND BURSTING 
SHELLS TO ASSIST THE WOUNDED. WHILE EVACUATING TWO COMRADES, HE CLOSED 
WITH AND KILLED THREE MORE OF THE FOE. PRIVATE FIRST CLASS WEST'S 
INDOMITABLE SPIRIT, CON SUMMA TE VALOR, AND INTREPID ACTIONS INSPIRED ALL WHO 
OBSERVED HIM, REFLECT THE HIGHEST CREDIT ON HIMSELF, AND UPHOLD THE 
HONORED TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY SERVICE. 

SIGNED: DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
JANUARY 12, 1954 
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LOCATION POST NO. 126 

DISTRICT--2._ 

YEAR COMMAND:IR ADJUTANT 

192<; 

1226 

1927 w D -.,., ,., 'IT w T "Q,, 11 m" t. n .,..k-

1928 w. D. Early w. K. McCullough 

1222 Jack Cecil w. K. McCullough 

1910 Tom 'f)rombo Jack Cecil 

1911 H. L. Nickell Jack Cecil 

1912 Evere tt Randall J a c k: Cecil 

1911 Jack Cecil E. J. Richards 

1914 Wm. Glover Jack Cecil 

191<; F. B. Burrows Jack Cecil 

1916 H. A Spurlock J a.mes R igsby 

1917 None Submitted None Submitted 

1918 ·, None Submitted N one Submitted 

1919 None Submitted None Submitted 

1940 Dr. Homer L. Nickell Malen Hall 

1941 Malen Hall Jack Cecil 

1942 Jack Cecil i 
Clarence Nickell 

1941 i Felix Wellman Malan H a ll 

1944 lli.iiHI Russell G. .,.,,. II 

194<; Herbert Ho2'a n Andre B. Bowne 

1946 None Submittarl None Submitted 

1947 Harold F. Blair Franklin P. Blair 

1948 Russell G. Barker Ma.lon Hall 

1949 None Submitted " 
1950 Jack Helwi~ Mrs. J. H. West 

1951 F.vP1lvn WPst Malan Hall 
II 

19c;2 
/I 
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LOCATION _.;.M~o.:;.r.;;;eh::;;.e,;;.;a:;:.;d=-----

YEAR COMMANDER 

19'> 1 F. M. Justice. Je. 

19'>4 Malan Hall 

19'>'> 
// 

19'>6 J. H. White 

19'>7 Clif ford Fultz 

II 
19<;8 

19'59 
rl 

1960 Malon Hall 

1961 I " 

1962 None 

1961 William Bowman, Acting Comdr. 

1964 " 

19&; Cl if ford Rigsby 

" 1966 

1967 " 
-

1968 C. B. Cornette 
I I 

1969 
IT 

1970 

1971 Crayton Jackson 

1972 Robert G. Lyons 

197'3 ti 

1974 NnnP 

197'> rh<>r1o~ -p_ _TPnn.; ""'"' 

1976 I II 

• ' 
1977 

1978 R Wayne Ste\1/art 

1979 Willard Adkins 
I r 

l~O~ 

ADJUTANT 

Paul J. BeV!1-0lds 1 

John D. Alexander 

/I 

Eugene Reynolds 

.ra ck Cecil 

II 

fl 

Jack Cecil 

" 

" 

" 

" 

It 

" 

" 

Watkins Martind<>1P 

Van Myers 

IT 

" 

David F. Abner 

" 

None 

David F. Abner 

(/ 

·• 

,, 

ti 

R. Wayne Stell/ art 
• I 

POST NO. 126 

DISTRICT__._9_ 
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LOCATION Morehead ------------

YEAR COMMANDER 

1981 R. Wayne Stewar t 

1982 Willard Adkins 

1983 Robert G. Ly ons 

1984 Carl E. Campbell 

1985 Charles Grego r y 

1986 Claude Meade 

1987 Elwo od Warre n 

1988 Elwood Warren 
( ( 

1989 
( < 

1990 
,, ( 

1991 

1992 {JO, ... I fl fl NI -+-/V\ 

1? r1 0 /)J,,, 
a 

1993 ) ,I ) ('J /'J brt /J A-
r 4 

(;/~ (J 11 n-r-J. L'\ ~ /) ) 1994 

~ ,-t ltJ 
I 

1995 '-fr] ;, B 1 ~ h 0 

f( 

1996 
It 

1997 

1998 CJ11JJJ o I\ f( ~~''.l<tJ It 

l1f--.0...ftJ,, . f(_ 
' • V I 
F=e rt1 fJ ..s l'1 /J 1999 

I -
f , rt l ( 2SOO 

(I 

2001 ,, ( , 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 
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POST NO . 126 

DIS TR IC T 9 

ADJU TANT 

Davi d F. Abner 

R. Wayne Stewart 

R. Wayne Stewart 

Wayne Stewart 

Wayne Stewart 

Wa y en Stewart 

R . Wav n e Stewart 

II 
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To The Am;rfcan Le~on, 
NaUonai Heactquarters, 

Indlanapolla, Ind. 

: ,\ j ~ : ... . ' I'• _ ...... ". •\ ~-- ~~ .. 
·.- ..-":. ••• : ~:--''\ • , ,. ' 1:' ,· 1 ~ 1:'I,· : ' . 

;_:.. :.-.'.: '.\.._,; 
i -. :: .•. ! -,.,.. 
: ~ ', ,., •• . .. . , • ' , ~• ~ !\• I-~ • y:1;• 

FIRST JNDORSEMENT 

I certl!:y that I have examined the forerolnr applfcaUo1' and do (do. 
proval thereof. ·,, ·· '. , .:··· · ' · ._. -.r.,,. 

, camm !tLlNCTON -~·~~ --:: • ... 4 ' ' 

·.; ). : , 

Charter to bi lined: under the name __ 

· :-1r.;~~:.;""i , ·, \ 

No./2b r• '_:, ~~partment 

·u _ .. . · --
V6 .. 

of __ _ 
- \ 1 ~, )):_ , ' • . • · ., .. . ' 

.1/·_;: .... ~ •';\·: 

· ... Li, .: 1~ 
,•. , ·, ·--~i, •. r:. r- ! , • ,! 

.. ,. ,.~ ;!" ~.--p -~,.1,i;. --

SECOND -INDORSEMENT 

ffl•- ·;;--~.~ii;;' ;;i'",._, 
Forwarded. Chartn applied for here'llith lnclONd. 

·-.~;i:·~: . 

1 
\ 

;:·· l ~ ..... ~ ~. ~~~ -- .1 

Q I 

., 

(Department of _________ ), 
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LOCATIUN __ _,;.H~.o~r~e~he=a~d;..__ POS'? 10. 126 

DISTRIC'? 9 

llAR COMMANDER ADJUTAN'l' 

' 
192c; 

1926 

1927 w_ D .., ,,.,.., "tT ',/ 'I' "Ra11mat.,.,..l,c-

1928 W. D. Early w. K. McCullough 

1929 Jack Cecil w. x. •cCullough 

1910 Tom Drumbo Jack Cecil 

1911 H. L. Nickell Jack Cecil 

1912 Everett Randall Jack Cecil 

1911 Jack Cecil !!. J. Bich&rdl 

19'34 Wm. Glover Jack Cecil 

191', 7. R. Burrows Jack Cecil 

1916 H. A Spurlock James Rigsby 

1917 None Submitted None Submitted 

1918 None Submitted None Submitted 

1939 None Submitted None Submitted 

1940 Dr. Homer L. 11ick:ell Malon Ball 

1941 Malon Hall J&ck Cecil 

1942 Jack Cecil Clarence Nickell 

1941 Felix Wellman Malen Hall 

1944 
~ ,_ 

Russell G. Barkle A- 11 

194'5 Herbert Ho-n Andre B. Bowne 

-
1946 Non• Sn ""Ii t. +. .,1 None Submitted 

194? Harold 1. Bl.air l'ranklin P. Blair 

1948 Ruaaell G. Bnrker Malon Hall 

1949 -· Son• Submitted • 
l 9'i 0 ·-:aok Hel Vi ,t. Mrs. J. H. Weit 

l-..2il -i:;-: vp llvn W PSt Malon H a ll 
II /I 

1952 



Morehead 

llAR COMMANDER 

19"i'3 7. M. Juatice J~. 

1954 Malan Hall 

JI 
l 9'i'i 

19<;6 J. H. White 

19,7 Clifford J'ultz 

II 
19<;8 

19<;9 
,, 

1960 Malon Hall 

1961 " 

1q62 None 

1961 W illiaa BOWlll&n, Ac ting Coadr. 

1964 
.. 

196S Clifford Rigsby 

" 1966 

1967 " 

1968 C. B. Cornette 

II 

196g 
~ 

" 1970 

1971 Cravton Jackson 

1972 Robert G. Lyons 

197'3 
., 

1974 1\JnnP 

197-i f"harl•n 'P .T--..... --

1976 II 

•' 1977 

1978 R Wayne Ste111art 

1979 Willard Adkins 

I '/1 

ADJUTANT 

P111ul J. B•~l dB. 

John D. Alexander 

// 

Eu~ene Reynolds 

Jack Cecil 

II 

fl 

Jack Cecil 

" 
" 

" 

" 

" 

, .. 
.. 

Wat1r.;n~ M~rt-;n,-1.,1,. 

Van Myers 

,, 

.. 
David P. Abner 

ti 

None 

na.v-id 'P- &'hn•r 

/I 

" 
" 

R. \Jayne S te111 art ,,. 
I 

. 

POff JJO.~ 

DISftIC'l'_L 



DISTRICT 9 

([AR COMMANDER ADJUTANT 

L981 R. Wavne Stewart David F. Abner 

L982 Willard Adkins R. Wayne Stewart 

L983 Robert G. Lyons R. Wayne Stewart 

L984 Carl E. Campbell 
I 

Wayne Stewart 

l985 Charles Gregory Wayne Stewart 

1986 Claude Meade Wayen Stewart 

1987 Elwo od Warren R. Wavne Stewart 

1988 Elwood Warren II 

fl ,, 
1989 

(( <1 
1990 

,, (f 
1991 

1992 (JO,,.,.} t\ /) ..,, -j-/V\ (f 

1?ri O /)A~ 
er I 

1993 ) _j )t, Ab?1_V'L ' ( 

I ' 1994 ;:;!~/\ 11 nd.L\ Mt//) ) If 

KP_/t 1v 
I 

--rn /' k, ~ h O , 
: // 

1<?95 
{( 

! 
(/ 

1996 
It I I 

1997 

C/w_ tt2 D 11 f? '4-_y]l /1 - A 

It 
1998 -, r\ J 

' u 
1999 

II ff 

,, (( 

2COO ,, fl 

2001 

K-1t If /h C {;1.11e,e. ,, 
2002 

200.3 (,J ft''-/ ,.J <. cC2rcw~( ll~U' /2Vtit 11 
/ a~ . 

2004 ~LJ.\.,f,J,2. /4_i ~VR~A-47 
/ 

2005 (1 IL' r0 /(e tt l O Al ' ' '-\ 

2006 

2007 

2008 

20 9 



Morehead Memories 
Brought To You By 

~~ Morehead 
National Bank 

Main Street at Carey Avenue 
( 606) 784-8966 

Discover the Whitaker Diff ere nee 

Morehead National Bank is a subsidiary of Whitaker Bank Corporation 

Flemingsburg Road at Whitaker Street 
{ 606) 784-8960 

Morehead Memories: 
American Legion Corbie Ellington Post 126 

Dr. Jack D. Ellis 

By JACK D. ELLIS 
Special to The Morehead News 

"Mighty men of valor ... 
soldiers fit to got out for war 
and battle" (I Chronicles 7:11). 

The American Legion was 
founded at an historic caucus 
of 1,000 Allied Expeditionary 
"Force veterans of WW I on 
March 15, 1919 in Paris, 
France. It was chartered by 
the Congress of the United 
States on Sept. 16, 1919. 

Its membership included all 
honorably discharged veterans 
of WW I. On Oct. 29, 1942, 
Congress amended the charter 
to include all honorably 
discharged veterans of WW II. 
On Dec. 28, 1950, Congress 
amended the charter again to 
include all Korean War 
veterans, and on Aug. 15, 
1973, the charter was 
amended again to include all 
Vietnam War veterans. 

Military ser.vice personnel 
were considered war veterans 
if they honorably served 
during any of the following 
dates: WW I, April 6, 1917 -
~T ___ 1 1 '1 r\1 O. ll"TT"IT TT r"\ - ,.., 

the American Legion. 
Morehead American 

Legion Post chartered in 
1927 

The basic unit of the 
American Legion is the local 
post. Morehead's Post 126 
first received a temporary 
charter dated March 28, 1927, 
with a list of 15 members. A 
permanent charter registering 
a name change to "Corbie 
Ellington" Post 126 was issued 
June 15, 1928. 

In a letter dated Feb. 9, 
1929, addressed to T.H. 
Hayden Adjutant, State of 
Kentucky from W.K. 
McCullough, Adjutant 
Morehead American Legion 
Post 126 stated, "At a regular 
meeting of Legion Post 126, it 
was voted to change the name 
of our post to The Corbie 

Hobart "Jack" Cecil, 
Second Commander of 
Morehead American 
Legion Post 126. He was 
an active Legion member 
1927-1975. 

Ellington Post, since he was 
the first man from Rowan 
County killed in that war". 

Corbie Ellington, Army 

Officer, H.L. Nickell; 
Employment Officer, C.B. 
McCullough; Chaplain , H.C. 
Haggan; Historian, C.B. Lane; 
Athletic Officer, M.S. Bowne; 
Sgt. At Arms, C.L. Gullet. . 

This small cadre of WW I 
veterans kept the organization 
alive and active during the 
1920s and 1930s. Their goal 
was to promote patriotism and 
opportunities for veterans . 
During that era, they helped 
to keep patriotism alive by 
sponsoring youth groups, eg. 
Boy Scouts, organized July 4th 
celebrations and Veterans Day 
parades. 

Corbie Ellington Post 
Incorporated in 1939 

Formal Articles of 
Incorporation that authorized 
Morehead's Corbie Ellington 
Post 126 to do business in 
Kentucky were register~d 
April 19, 1939. . Their 
handwritten charter listed no 
capital stock and stated as its 
purpose "Such activities as 
may be ~ustomary for similar 
organizations to promote and 
se·cure conventions of said 
organizations or others for the 
city of Morehead, Kentucky; to 
acquire real estate for a post 
home; to operate exchanges in 
such other projects and 
promotions of an appropriate 
character either for the public 
at large or the members of the 
post". 

Evidently, that small group 
of veterans were not sure 
there would ever be any 
younger veterans when they 
said "It will continue as long 
as ;_ny member thereof shall 
be living". 

In 1928 the local American 
Legion A~xiliary was firs t 
organized in Morehead a n d 
hi:is: ~11nnn-rt<>rl th-, -<>imc,___of t.h -,_ 

Corbie Ellington, first 
soldier from Rowan 
County killed in battle in 
the 20th century (WW I, 
1918). He was killed by a 
German hand grenade at 
Rheims, France. American 
Legion Post 126 Morehead, 
Kentucky is named for 
him. 

signed April 19, 1939: W.E. 
Proctor, Emmett Roberts, 
Olive,r ... Hall , H.L. Nickell, 
M,:p ., Everett Bradley, C.B. 
Dau'gherty, L.G. Honaker, 
R.D. Donley, J.H. West, C.B. 
Proctor, C.B. Lane, M.C. 
Crosley, Malon Hall, J.B. 
Rose , Jesse Maxey, John B. 
Maxey, H.A. Spurlock, Everett 
Randall and Jack Cecil. All of 
whom listed Morehead, 
Kentucky as their Post Office 
address. 

\llW T V,0,f.0-.._o-na c.owa•ua,I .n.-

Post 126 Honor Guard during a military funeral, 1993. 

"Greetings: You have been 
selected for military service 
and you are to report for your 
physical exam a·t the time and 
place listed above". 

Many of those WW II 
veterans on the draft board 
selected their own sons to be 
drafted. C.B. McCullough was 
a member of the local draft 
board that drafted his own 
son, George McCullough, who 
was killed in WW II. Among 
other American Legion 

members that served on the 
Draft Board included: Jack 

Cecil, Russell Barker, Jack 
West and Felix Wellman. 

Following WW II, a whole 
new generation of eligible 
prospective American Legion 
members returned home. At 
first most of them just wanted 
to get home and return to 
civilian life. The Legion was 

Continued on A-9 



I s membership mcluded all 
honorably discharged veterans 
of WW I. On Oct. 29 , 1942, 
Congress amended the charter 
to include all honor a bly 
discharged veterans of WW II. 
On Dec. 28, 1950, Congress 
amended the charter again to 
include all Korean War 
veterans, and on Aug . 15, 
1973 , the charter was 
amended again to include all 
Vietnam War veterans. 

Military ser.vice personnel 
were considered war veterans 
if they honorably served 
during any of the following 
dates: WW I, April 6, 1917 -
Nov. 11, 1918; WW II, Dec. 7 -
1941 - Dec. 31, 1946; Korean 
War, J une 25, 1950 - Jan. 31, 
1955; Vietnam War, Aug. 5, 
1964 - Aug. 15, 1973. Dates 
for later conflicts have also 
been established. 

Needless to say, the 
American Legion is the largest 
veterans organization in the 
world, and at one time reached 
a membership of 1,700,000. 
Rowan County has 
approximately 175 members of 

David F. Abner was 
elected Kentucky 
American Legion State 
Commander 1982-83. He is 
a member of Morehead 
Post 126. 

Hobart "Jack" Cecil, 
Second Commander of 
Morehead American 
Legion Post 126. He was 
an active Legion member 
1927-1975. 

Ellington Post, since he was 
the first man from Rowan 
County killed in that war". 

Corbie Ellington, Army 
serial number 733663, was 
also the first soldier from 
Rowan County killed in the 
20th century. It was reported 
that one other man from 
Rowan County was killed on 
the same day , but it was 
determined Pvt. Ellington was 
killed in action at St. Michiel, 
France, six hours earlier. 

Pvt. Corbie Ellington 
married Hannah Smith while 
home on furlough, but they 
had no children. He was born 
at Charity Branch in Rowan 
County, Kentucky. He was 
the son of George Sr. and Kate 
Crosthwaite Ellington. Pvt. 
Ellington is buried at 
Leestown Military Cemetery 
on Leestown Road in 
Lexington, Kentucky. He was 
25 years old when he was 
killed. 
Jack Cecil almost 50 years 

as Morehead Legion 
Member 

With the name officially 
changed, the new charter was 
listed with 18 members out of 
approximately 200 eligible for 
membership. 

The first Post Commander 
was W .D. Early, an active 
Mason and local lumber 
dealer. Hobart "Jack" Cecil, 
one of the original 15 char ter 
members, was the second Post 
Commander. Jack Cecil was 
an active member of the 

American Legion from 1927 
until his death in 1975. He 
was the Commander when 
they changed the name to 
"Corbie Ellington Post 126. 

The other early officers 
were Adjutant and Treasurer, 
W .K. McCullough; Service 
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acquire real estate for a post 
home; to operate exchanges in 
such other projects and 
promotions of an appropriate 
character either for the public ' 
at large or the members of the 
post". 

Evidently, that small group 
of veterans were not sure 
there would ever be any 
younger veterans when they 
said, "It will continue as long 
as any member thereof shall 
be living". 

In 1928, the local American 
Legion Auxiliary was firs t 
organized in Morehead and 
has supported the aims of the 
Legion throughout the years. 
They helped organize school 

· safety patrols, Girls' State and 
school health and safety 
posters. 

From 1937-1939, the local 
American Legion membership 
dwindled. Certainly there are 
peaks and valleys in any 
organization and in the late 
1930s , the organization 
struggled. No officers _were 
submitted to the national 
headquarters from 1937-1939. 
but in 1939, Corbie Ellington 
American Legion Post 126 was 
incorporated into a new non­
profit corporation. 

The following members 
were listed as controllers of 
those Articles of Incorporation 

JIJ.111. • 

signed April 19, 1939: W.E. 
Proctor, Emmett Roberts , 
Olive r Hall , H.L. Nickell , 
M ,p., Everett Bradley, C.B. 
Daugherty, L.G. H onaker, 
R.D. Donley, J .H. West, C.B. 
Proc to r , C.B . Lane , M.C. 
Crosley, Malon Hall, J. B. 
Rose, Jesse Maxey, John B. 
Maxey, H.A. Spurlock, Everett 
Randall and Jack Cecil. All of 
whom listed Morehead , 
Kentucky as their Post Office 
address. 

WW I Veterans served on 
draft board in WW II 

During the years of WW II, 
many of the members of the 
American Legion served on 
the local draft board. They 
were responsible for sending 
young men to war and they 
took their duty seriously. 
They met every month to 
examine the list of men 
registered for the draft. They 
would place those men in 1-A 
Classification, meaning they 
were eligible to be drafted. 
Then their names would be 
sent to the national draft 
headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., and those selected would 
then receive a letter from the 
President of the United States. 
The letter would say, 
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;kept active with the old WW I 
•veterans. This writer 
,. returned home in 1946, and 
·my uncle, Hobart "Jack" Cecil 
(.one of the original charter 

. American Legion members) 
paid my dues for several 
years, even though I was not 
active. Also, the post WW II 
years of 1951 saw the first and 
only woman, Mrs. J.H. 
(Evelyn) West, to be elected as 
Post Commander. 

American Legion more 
community oriented 

During the post WW II era, 
the American Legion, became 
more politically active . 
Members ran for political 
office, worked for more 
veterans benefits and became 
·more community oriented. 
They helped organize the first 
fire rescue squad in connection 

with the volunteer fire 
department. 

Girls State and Boys State 
are programs for high school 
students between their junior 
and senior years of high 
sch ool. In that program the 
American Legion provides a 
week long scholarship on a 
college campus designed to 
give young people practical 
experience in government. 
There is an average of 225-275 
boys and girls and 30-35 
counselors that attend each 
year. The average cost of each 
person attending is $175, and 
is paid by the American 
Legion. The Corbie . 
Wellington Post 126 has been 
one of the sponsors for Boys 
and Girls State for over 50 
years. 

American Legion Baseball 
is perhaps the best known and 

most rewarding of American 
Legion sponsored community 
programs . Post 126 h s 
sponsored a successf 1 
baseball team for 50 years. 
They provide $5,000 - $8,000 
per year in accident liabili y 
insurance. 

The American Legion by no 
means provides all of the 
support for this program. he 
team helps raise money a, d 
there is also private and pu lie 
support for the America 
Legion Baseball teams. Ot er 
community efforts by Post J26 
includes helping w1.th 
educational events, children's 
programs, community 
Christmas and Santa Claus. 
They also assist with ath etic 
events and Special Olympics. 

Local Post 126 helps n dy 
veterans and arranges 
transportation to .A. 

Hospitals. .Also, for 15 years 
they have offered local 
physical facilities and 
administrative assistants to 
the Lexington V.A. Hospital 
for an out-reach mini-clinic in 
Morehead. Twice each month, 
what is called a "care mobile" 
consisting of five or six 
medical professionals from the 
V.A. Hospital in Lexington, 
come to the Morehead 
American Legion Building . 

They provide medica l 
treatment to 30-35 veterans at 
each visit. It requires 5-9 local 
Legionnaires or auxiliary 
members to assist in the 
programs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each visi t. It is a heavy 
volunteer load for the local 
Legion to bear, but it is well 
worth the effort in time saved. 
It reduces the load on the V.A. 
Hospital and the veterans say 
they don't have to sit around 
in the hospital all day. 

Legion members serve in 
many funerals 

One of the most rewarding 
and visible contributions by 
the American Legion is 
serving as honor guards at 
military funerals . In that role, 
they respectfully provide a 21 
gun salute by seven uniformed 
veterans at the grave side. 
Then they fold an American 
flag and present it to the next 
of kin as they play taps. It is a 
very moving ceremony that 
reminds the deceased's family 
of t~eir loved one's military 
service. 

This writer, in his role as a 

Rowan County Vet era n s D ay 2000. Parade gran<l 
marshal, Ernest West, second from left, Congressional 
Medal of Honor winner from Greenup. Others from left 
ar~ Chuck Ferguson, Claude Meade and JN Ferguson. 

minister, has participated in 
dozens of those solemn 
ceremonies. I always say all 
that I have to say before they 
play taps, because it usually 

"breaks me up" and I'm sure I 
could not say much after taps. 
With the veterans of WW II 
dying at the rate of over 1,000 
per day, American Legion Post 
126 performs 30 to 40 of these 
funerals each year. 

So many people have the 
wrong impression of the 
American Legion. Looking at 
the organization through the 
telescope of titne, it is 

apparent that it is one of the 
oldest clubs in the county, but 
it is one of the most active and 
community oriented clubs. Its 
members have contributed 
greatly to the welfare of this 
community. 

They not only have give n 
unselfishly of themselves i · 
service to their country, but 
after returning to civilian life, 
continue to give generously of 
their time, talent and treas re 
to their community. May they 
continue to do so as it say in 
their original charter, "As long 
as there is a living member 
thereof." 
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