Dr, Lewis W, EBarnes

To Editor of the Morehead State University Trailblazer:

Dear Sir:

I submit this for vour consideration for publication. I cannot
recall ever sending a letter to an “editor in my over twenty

years of teaching. I have seen a copy of the three-page

The Liberator: my“recading of its articles meotivates thése statenents.
I do not believe that anyone who knows me will ever consider me an
eneny of free speech; as other than a rugged individualist, and as
other than one who cannot be intimidated by anyone other than himself.
Holdino tenure, having the hichest academic rank a university
offers, and owing allegiance to no party or clicue, there is no
cood will I can court, or privilece I can obtain, or cormmendation

I can receive for making these statements. All that can--and nay
well hanpen=-is that I will receive, in the eame sub rosa manner,
some of the vilification given to the hicher administration of

this University. Before movina to mv central observations, I micht
sav, for the benefit of others who may not know, that one seldon
wins battles with the administration, and such has alwavs been--and
is likely to be--axiomatic, Having just lost one over the matter

of teachinc more hours than is permissible, I am still lickino ny
wounds, in inevitakle submission, but not with ecstasy.

My objections to The Liberator could ke made in meveral areas;
but what I find appalling is its anonymity, its lack.6f claim

to substantive truth, and its tctal negative and destructive
arproach. First, to its anonymity! The word "liberty"” with its
variant meanings has always keen at the core of my total being. I
associate "liberty” with enlightenment, as moving from the dark

to the 1licht. But the very nature of the nameless and faceless

is that of darkness. Man's nature is one of nominalizationi .but
the anonynous writer stands for and asserts the doctrines of
dehumanization. A man is one who asks; in his own right and person,
a cuestion and . receives,.in his own richt and person, an answer: .
The naming of each man individually is the very substance of
admitting,-claining, assertineo, and perpetuating the dicnity of
each individual.

¥Man does not speak, in dialoque, or in human terms, with the nameless.
The students currently moved by the avrparent anonymity of the

student number and the computer card need tc ponder over the matter
of the writers for The Likerator. Mo student, no facultv member,

no member of the creater comrunity of citizens can hold dialogueé

or resnond in any degree, as to the nature of the articles and

the natures of the writers. There may bhe a few who may consider

that the articles say what some of them would like to sav, but let
me assure such people that if they seriouslv adopt such a view,
they are already on their wayv to surrendering nart & that which makes
them men and women as such. wor they need to realize that each

man must make his own testimonyv.

Now, this is not the first publication which has been anonymous.
But let me direct attention to the fact that the noble and moving
documents whichrhave ‘steadily assured man of the opportunity to
express and assert that bit of divinity which must be his have been
signed by men who have stbod and in many cases suffered . V-
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To refuse to speak in one's own right and name is to deny the
divinity of one‘s creator. To those whe assert that there is no
creator, as such, then let me succest that thev nust he emnbarrassed
in their own sovereignity cince there is no one to address. I
realize that those who insict on anonvmitv are not likz2ly to he
persuaded, by any means or measures, or anneals, to chance their
wavs. To resvond te them in terms as emotional, hiased, and
dvslocistic as their own is but teo play inte their hands, to grant
the verv resronse they desire. = The purpese of writing on this

and the other two peoints is to ask each reader of anv station or
degree to consider well the insult to himself , as well as that to
those singled out for attack by the naneless. There are various
degrees o of being a craven or a coward. One is that of phvsical
fear, another of intellectual cowardice, and the third of spiritual
dread.

I know there are these who may claim that expediency is necessary
in public affairs. But I sucgest that personal and private

moral corrosion is the penalty one pays for carryinc such doctrines
verv far. I would remind them of Shelley's statement? "“No man

may do an evil thino that good may result.” And I call attention to
the term "man." While mankind has held many different opinions

on many subjects, the insistence on the richt to speak anc to act
with his rerson itself as pledce is the responsibility, but alsoc
the clory and achievement of man. There 1s no one on this campus
who is not suspect as lona as anv individuals speak for or against
this university, its administration, faculty, and students and do
so without makina themselves known, Fow ironic teo find that in the

time of our insistence on "doineg one's”thinco,” all in the name
of seekina to find one's self, we are in the presence of Eﬁosé

whtifear to do so under their own names

Finally, as to the matter of anonymity, I might call tco the attention
of faculty, administration, or students, or non-Universitv veonle
who have chosen the despicahkle wav to evrression a"few ltﬁes:
by Shakesreare:
WThat stroncer breastplate than a heart untainted
Thrice is he armed that bears his ceuarrel fiust,
2né he but naked thcuch. locked up in steel
Whose conscience with injustice is corrunted.

And I would ask those hidden writers to look deerly into their
consciences, for the 1njustlca that taev nerpetrate must be akin
to that in Hawthorne's' thdsis 6f the “unforgivahkle crime." I move
next to the nmatter of the articles, but must do so briefly.

First, Dr. Doran does not erect buildings for the purpose of bearing
his own name and that of lMrs. Doran. He has bult them and is building
them to give students mdre and better housing“facilities, 25 well

as more and better eating facilities | wphey, - Dprovide for nore
students. There are many buildinas here with rmany names attesting
to the 'wcrth of ~mahy faculty and administrators over the nast.
More sicnificant than money has been the award of recoonizing by
nane thcce Vho have dedicated themselves to the well-bheinm of
their fellowmen,; =211 of them with names.
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Dr. Doran does not name buildings after himself., The buildincs
are named by those to whom Dr, Doran owes his respon nsiblities. Th
our youna women pnrefer being well-dressed, chehﬁ courteous, and
loyval to Morehead is well-known. That they prefer 2 basic honesty -
dedicates them to preparinc themselves to teach, to go intc business;
or to have culturel enlichtenment for its own sake. That they

prefer decency to prostitution of mind, beody, and spirit is indicated
in the service they give to their cammunltles and in the marriaces

That
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and children they cherish in themselves and for the! hagic
principles inherent in a cood nersen and citizen. The love for

this University, the dedication of her total self to 21l asrects

of student life, instruction,; and imnroverent,; and her total
cormitment to the insistence that every wsoung woman needs, is
entitled to, and can obtain a better life for and in herself have
male the naming of any buildinc after her a fittine tribute teo not
only Mrs. Doran but alsc to the things she hrs stoed fer, Afdd such
must be the case of 21l these public servants who have aiven of
themselves to this and other universities.

Now, a2s to the the nature and ccurse of the university. Mcrehead
State University is not only the student kedy and its faculty.
Mcrehead Btate University is its administrators and the entire
citizenry of the State of Kentucky. As President, somecne nust
speak to, for, and through the University. The point is not that
rusnnn51b1lltv has its privileges so nuch as responsibility
demands and nmust have stronc and effective leadership. The more cne
does, the nmore he renders himself vulnerable. It is a sad b ut
historical fact that the oreatest animal may be ptitacked:

by the meanest herd, and, unffirtunately, such is alsc true in the
world ¢f man and men.

are privileges and rights due to all nmen, =nd certainly tc

ty members and students. If his cause is richt 2and if his

rit is staunch, no man here need be subordinnted to =ny cther
except where such subcrdinanticrn is but richt and rreper in view

cF wider responsibilities , creater stature, and mors difficult

decisicns. Dr. Doran does nrt decide who is fitted teo studv here,

The previous educaticn, the laws , rules, and reculaticns cf
accreditino assceiations, the state svstem, and the entire
structure of the universitv, r-ncinc from recistrar t~ facultvy

member instructinge determine wh~ comes and who stovs,

The will of the oreater cormmunity is » force which seems te be

unkncwn to or ioncred by those who censider that cnly faculty

and students ceonstitute the university.( I richt observe and recall
to the attention of each #ndividunl the nature of his class meetincs
and the frichtening and frichtful inadecuacies of facultyv cornittees.

Would each individual, judoina honestly, be satisfied with that?)
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To those who have been off this campus to chserve what this
University heas done and is doing for its total citizenry, no
explanaulon 25 to the oreater nature of the university is
necessary; to those who have not, veyy little is pcssible. I need
to add that those who assert that the current facultv Lnd students
are the university are keinc far from democratic. The spirit of

all those living and the vast number of dead who have given of their
bodges, minds, and Spirits in and for this University also need
their votes,and the .wotés need to be chst my’é&dnecne with cnsater
than faculty or student vision.
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Great chances are effected by cre~t neonle, some for better or

for worse, but not bv ordinary individuals, Yet, let me assert
that Dr. Doran determines no volicy that is not reviewed bv

hicgher authority and that is not subject to oppeal hv anv indivicdual.
That the justice of his actions must he substantially sound is
indicated by his lonc service, his many achievements, and the
confidence vested in him by higher authority. Dr. Doran can
dictate no dismissal of a faculty member or studert contrary to

the civil lew, the criminal law, or the laws of associations to which
we subject ourselves, If the faculty member or student dismissed

is convinced of the merits of his case and if he will commit
himself to the pursuit & them, he will réceive justice, When the
President makes a decision, and he must make many, he is held
responsible.,

The wvicious note that I detect , apart from the utterly unworthy
anonymity of the writers, is the call to the students and faculty
to speak,out against what is termed “this nresidential monarchy.”
The ones who believe that theyv have been individual wvictims are the
ones who can and should stand forth, if they have a case,

and discuss the problem with Dr. Deran. As for the “ill=famed"
train,” I understand that a statement has been made that those
who do not like the University mayv travel in any direction, with
the train taking care of the easterly and westerly exits. I have
understocd this statement to mean that this University has, at its
core; a basic philosonhy which is still existent and overative.
There comes a point and time when each individual asks himself
where he stands with respect to the position,

T have understood that should such a break in the meeting of
philosorhies become sufficiently oreat that neither narty , in

all sincerity and cood will, can resolve the proklem, the faculty
member may leave with no ill-will or necative recommendation.

There have been times when I have exercised my criticnl nature in
cuestioning certain policies and operations. I have vnreferred my
commitment to the University as agreater than my criticism, and no
man is & heretic mmetil he votes the other way. That Dr., Doran

is a monarch is not true. That he attempts to be one is not, in
my opinions true. I believe that many individuals vrevent their
seeing their own inadequaices and lack of commitment a2nd couraqge
by simply making such an assertion. When Br. Doran and Dean Lappin
leave this institution, thev will have handed on to their successors
a noble piece of work and achievement. And let me say again, this
is not a word from one whose career here has been one long course
of complacent agreement with authority of anv kind. I have fought,
and will, in all likelihood, in my own name, and with no appezl

for a supportinc herd, do so acain. But, as T look back over the
decisions against me, I see that my position was based on a
narrower and more fragmented view 6f the total situation.

When we come to pace 3 of The Liberator, the picture of Dr. Peran
flagaging a train to shoot his f-cultv members west and east does not
bring up a picture of Russian ideoloav in action; the verv use of
his name is in contrast to the facelessness of Puseian rulers, one
facet of this facelessness 'Bvident in the ononvmous writers of

The Liberator
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I doubt that I have seen any universitv show more concern for its
students than is true of our faculty and its administration. Let
me say that I have seen many students here remain and 2llowed to
remain much to their own surprise, I also have to say that many
of them have turned out to be rather good citizens. In my seven
years here, I have seen faculty leave, but I have not seen many
leave who really desired to stay.

Mow, there is no cquestion that this University is in 2 state

and in a part of the state where its citizens have certain standards,
hold to certain basic positions, and exnmect their will and wishes

to be considered. No president would be doinc his duty were he

to sacrifice his University to the community, nor would he beinc
doing his duty to ionore the voice of those who mnke this University
possible. Were Dr. Doran's voice not strong ~nd cle~r as to the vital
need to have out-of-state students ~nd hnd he not stood in total
commitment to his position, the University would have dost. Fad

the President not insisted that the classroom is for teachina

the subjects nand courses for which the instructor is hired, he

would have failed in his duty to the +totnl community of schelars,
students, faculty, and citizens.

When we look at the cormments on the University Senste, I am somewhnt
baffled here since the stntements do not scumre with my own personnl
knowledce of the situction. I do not know how the student - - 2
nembers will obtain their seats, other than to know thot they will
have their own elections, and the honesty of theglections will be

a measure of the honesty of student elections as such. I do know
that the faculty representatives in our school were elected by

an entirely democratic* process. There were no appointments.

There are sensible reasons for recuiring that members will hove

been at Morehead for some time. As a matter of fact, when all
facultv members sitting on such 2 body have tenure, the whole
University has no reason to complain. A faculty member with tenure
has achieved a certain security which cannot bhe jecpardized other than
for the most serious and difficult to prove reasons. Therefore,
such memhers would feel no pressure thot nicht be »nresent with
members without tenure and without 2 decree of security. There
micht be some recson for the latter to look to students or
administration for some sion. However, the more neople with tanure
on the faculty roster for the Senate, the 1less reason for concern.

I connot see whv the administration should not be renresented. I r - ot
micht point out that the ~dministrations often hove less security
than the faculty. Further, no motter what ronlk or rower the members
of the administration may have in themselves, thev have no more votes
per man than have the twelve students., If the students do not

make themselves heard, or if the administrators © do not m-ke
themselves heard, and if the foculty does not nnke itself hecrd,

then the fault is in the individual member. I am aware of the

nature of nost Senates, and I helieve this one to be the most
democratic of them 2ll, Its real nature and worth can be determined
only throuch its functionine. There is no truth in the article

“A Mask for the Same Face." At the best, much is but an orinion

about an event that has noct yet occurred.



Dr, Jack Ellis, Director Libraries
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When the reader comes to "The Rat Trans," we f£ind another

of the articles dealing with freeinc women from camnus dormitory
regulations. I do not know heelwell the analogy of comparing
the Morehead dormitorv coed with rats locked un in 2 1~rboratorwv
will hold, but I think there is 2n entirely horeless f£allacy,
and the whole matter of the anzloay is cuike pathetic, I am
aware that nearly nll institutions c¢obnsider th-t some protection
is needed for the fémale students. In some instances the
protection is there to nrotect the student agrinst herself, more
often, to protect her against many 1rreqpnn51blc individuals,
nunberina amonc them many young lechers whose interest in the
voung women is far from ideal.

I doubt that the writers know too much about feminine psychology
and about the intricate personality mzkeup of woman. Even were
we tc grant that these students should be zs free as the men,
some of them might not so agree, and, certainly, the parents of
these students would be far from agreement. I do not know how far
these who would establish the reign of students and faculty care
to go in this "Attitude toward parents. There is some body

of evidence to suggest that unrestricted environments in
coeducational institutions, as to time to be in the dormitories
and as to visitations have & neaative effect on intellectual
attainment. If the writers are indeed serious and honest in
their beliefs, they might well eh4age’'in some research as to the
need for help and gquidance for our students of both sexes. I sugcest
that were they to understand the scope of the nroblems met by the
Dean of Men and the Dean of "omen they mioht well consider with
more reflection and write with more restraint.

I trust that our students are sufficientlv well acouninted with
the intensity of certain words and nhrases used in The Liberator
to evoke or provoke certain emotive responses. Whether the
writers are sincere reformers, whether this paner - tkduces tensions
in those who want to write ond sperk without the risk of personnl
dialogue, whethsr they are frustrated in some areas and seek a
certain sublimation in the 2reas of pekrsonal attack, whether they
intuit the fact that they lack stature and can get satisfaction
only by attacking those of more courage and real achevement,
whether they are professional trouble-makers, or whether they are
immature human beincs plavinc o game, anc not knowinc any better
can never be known because these individuals have no names and

no personality. Finally, I would say that while living is itself
a troublous business, the life of 2 man who is not one wmust be
terrible thing indeed.

B

The least we can do is to ask for the facts. Who has been shot

out of Morechead unjustly? When? What students have been denied

the opportunity to study here? Names? Dates? Where are the rooms

with the bars and the women with the :@nckles? That cannot be detailed
specifically, and apprehended sensorially has little value in

the realities of each person's existence.

At least, unless the authors of The Liberator emerge, declare
themselves, and stand on thdr own terms and names, the blicht of
czlumny is or : the entire university and its members.
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