it. If you did it, know that yeu did wrong,

In evﬂw person’s I3fe there are mamsrts in which ke con kagw himself, tell himself who he is,
whether he is a mun who values his human dignity abavs his ife or o werl :'ref*iurs:a whe does not
know hid dignity and is zoncerned merely with heing useful (chiefily fo himsaii), This is the sifu-
ation of ¢ man who coos eut o defend his honer in a dus! or a soldier whe gens into battle ol~
*haur‘h here the concepis of lite are w*cmf“.}. it is the sitratior of o uoc"a; cr a priest called fo

omeone sick with phuc 2, of @ men in g burning beuss or g siaking shio vwxo must decide whefher
to let the weaker go fissi or sheve tham aside ond save hiraseli, it i the siwation of a man in
poverty who accepis @i rejecis @ brite. And in our times, it is the situation of a man called to
military sedvice. For i inan who knows iis sluniticance, the call #b ihe army is perhaps the only
oppertunity for him fo befave as o morgily free erzaiura and fulfiil the Lighest requirement of his
life~=or alse merely tc Heep his advaniage in sigiht lide an aminal and thus remain slevishly sub-
missive and serviie u: 1ﬁi ¥"Ji."rr‘r.3f} scames degradad ana sfupid,

For these reasons, | «:nfwc 2 veur quettions whnther one hes fo refuse to do military service
with a cafogorice! "ves"-=i7 you l.'{:c.’m-rf?cn:i the meaning of military service {end if you did not
understand if ithei . you do now j and if you wan? to bagove @ s o moial person living in ocur fimes
inust.

Piense excuse me if thess words cre harsh, The sub ie- @o imporioni that one cannot be
careful enough in expre:sing oneself so as o aveid false ¢ '-:r;_-rc-,.aﬁon_-

April 7, 1899
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In my last letter | gnswe ed your guesticon o viet! A MRS Chrls~
tians but ail jsut people whe must refise o becans : ready on ancther’s
' . t W 1 ga o A X ey e o pabawncd &
command (Fof this is what « ratdiar’s duty c—;du:.:lg corsists r*’} o k i ‘ tiose cns is ordered to
L)

kill. The question as you siate it—-which is i".\'.éi‘" urefel, to become a goed teasher or to suffer
for rejecting CO""SCHP"!“"*""H talsely suji'e-.:, the cuzetion is fulsely treved bensuse it is wreng
for us fo determine our acticns acecriiing to their rossits, to view actions merely as useful or de-
siructive . In the chc;r,x, of our aclions we ccn Lﬁ led ki their adeantages or disadvantages only
when the actions themssives are noi epposad 1o the emanas :‘:-i" e

Wa za ""c:y home, g2 ubrard, or concern curszivas with
we find useful for curselves or cthers: for neliber in i:i'on'e:'i"a: 5 fr.., forsign "::\r‘-‘!, farming eor
stience is ihere anythirg immoral, E‘-u‘i" ender po cireumstancs can we invlict violence on pecpls

fortura or kiil tham because we h.m’ :oh cots covld be of use to us ar fo a.-"?-;v We conaet ond
ricy not o such things, especialiy becauss wa can rever ba sure of the rasulic of our cctions.

Oiren e H ns which seem the most advantageous of ul! furn out in foct to E:e dastruciive; and the
reverse is alzs hue,

The qsestion should riov be sinted: which is more useful, to be a gasd tencher or to go fo jail
for refusing conscription? But rather: what shouid a men as who nas bzen cal e‘d upon for mili-
tary service--that is, callied vpor 2 kill or fo prepare himssif foldi ?

And to this queshon, for o pessan whe understans’s the frue menaiag of militery servide and
who wanis {0 be mora!l, thore is only ene cleur and insunirovertibie answer: ruch ¢ person mus
refuse to fake parf in ...hf Ty servic® ne mr“o*' what (,o.t's,rguz‘m,e: this refusst ma*; have. it
may seem o us that this refusol could be ftile or ensa foiils hummiul, and thiot it would be a far
mOre vsaful thing, aofier cervmg ans's fime, to becone a good vitluge taacher. Hut in the same
way, Christ could have judged it more vsefu! for himsel? (o b2 o ry‘xw! carparter and submif to all
the principles of the Fharisees than tc die In cbscurity o5 he did, repudiated and forgotten by
everyone.

Moral acts are distinguished from ail othier acis by the fact that they oparare independently of
any predictable udvantogs to aurselves or fo otiers, Mo inaiver how denzatcus the situation may
ke of a man who finds himself in the power of rekbers wiho demand that he take port in plundering
murcar, ond repe, ¢ meral person cannot iche part. s not militiry service the same thing? s
one rof requiead to agise fo the deains of ¢il ‘-'i:r"r' ane is commanded o kill?

But haw cen cne refuse to do whet everyeona doas, whai evarvane finds unovoidabie and
necearmary ? Cr, must cne do what no one does and whct everyone considers uanecestary or even
stupid and bad? No muatiar how sirange it sounds, this stunge aigument is the main one offered
cgainst thoce mers! acts which in cur #ime: faze you and evary other person ¢ ciled up for militory

\

servica, But this argument s aven more Imzorract thoh the one which weou'd make a moral cetion
dependent upon consederations of adventags.
i i finding myself in a crowd of woring peonie, run wiﬁ'h tha crewd without knowing whers,
it is obvicus that | have given myself up to mass hysterical; but (8by chance | should rush my way
to the front, or be gifted with shaiper ~»f;i1. vhan the others, or receiva information that this crowd
waos racing to attack human beings and tewards ifs own corruption; wouid | really not stop and -
t2t! the people what might rescue them? Would | go on runnipg and do these things which | knew
fo oe bed and corrept?  This is the siteation of every individua! cotled up for military service, if
he knows what military service means,
I can well ;understand that you, a younyg men fuil of ife, loving and loved by your mother,
friends, perhans a youns vomen

think with o naturel terror absut what ewalify you if you refuse
consaription; end perhaps w: » wiii net feel sirorg enough te bear the consenuences of refusal, ond
knowing youw weakness, will submit and becosme 4 soidier. ! understand cempleiely, and | de nat
for o momant cilow myszlf o bleme yau, kpowing very well that in jyour pmze | might perhaps do
the came thing. Caly do not say that you did it because it was useful ar bemause everyene dees
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